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PREFACE. 



To urge upcm the Chxistian woiid the kmd and ftll^^ 

calls of the perishing African is the writer's principal 

object in the following pages. To this he has hisMelf 

been urged by an imperatiTe sense of dnty, as well as by 

the adrice of several wise and jodicions friends, to wfaeet 

learning and piety the world itself is indebted, and ta 

'wbose counsels he therefore deems it no small honour to 

have had a place. A considerable portion of the shoiC 

period that has elapsed since his return to Europe haviaf 

been spent in travelling and attending paUic meetings m. 

different and widely distant parts of the United gwigw^^ntt 

the work has be«i unavmd9i)ly delayed much longer than 

\vas first intended ; but being at length completed, he 

now very diffidently presents it to the pubtic, hoping tint 

the reader wiU candidly overlook any defect that may 

appear in style or arrangement, especially when told that 

it has beim prepared for the press amid raiKh pastoral and 

other ministerial duty. 

It was the opinion of a great man* (now no mbre)^ 
that a condensed view of Caffima, with its difEmnt 
tribes, waa still a desideratum ; and much wanted, not 
only for the infbnnation of such as are laudably engaged 
in advocating the cause of Chrietian nussiona, but par* 
ticularly for the encouragement of those who are going 
out as missionaries. Uponm returned missionary these 
have, of course, special claims ; and one of the most 

* The ReT. Richiord Watson, wfaote traly miiiinntTy q>irit brake 
fbrth, on an occasion never to be forgotten, in the foDowing strong wod 
emphatic expressions : ** Mr. Kar, were I as yoang as yon, Aftiea 
ihsiild be tiie field «f my didice.'^ 
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pleasing duties that has devolved upon the author since 
his arrival in England has been that of giving a pre-^ 
paratory course of instruction to several who have since 
proceeded to their respective spheres of labour. When 
thus bound to a foreign country, we are naturally anxious > 
not only to acquaint ourselves with its topography and 
geographical situation, but to obtain that kind of intelli- 
gence especially which more immediately bears upon our 
great object : and this mere travellers seldom furnish ; 
or if they do, it is usually mixed up with so mucli. 
extraneous matter as to render its attainment a work of 
tiresome research. 

Southern Africa was the very last section of the mis- 
sion field to which ^e writer's attention had been at all 
directed, previous to his offering himself as a candidate 
£oT the foreign work ; and until within a few weeks of 
his embarkation, various other quarters were confidently 
spoken of as being likely to constitute his final destina- 
tion. When at length, however, our appointment was 
fully determined, and we began to look about for the 
requisite information, several works were put into our 
hands, which, in the main, proved exceedingly unsatis- 
&ctory, as they contained little or nothing of the prac- 
tical missionaiy. In one, indeed, was found abundance 
of useful and entertaining matter, put together with con- 
siderable talent and judgment, but relating ahnost exclu- 
sively to the colony ; in another, a hasty visit to certain 
mission stations within the colony, with as much trite and 
C(Mnmonplace remark as was necessary to fill up an im- 
posing quarto volume broadly margined ; while a third 
presented little besides a mere joiumal of every day^s 
occurrences, taking in every circumstance, and almost 
every thought, that seems to have struck the traveller 
labile andd AMcan scenes. 

As it will be manifest firom the map that the author 
had occasion to pass through the very heart of the colony, 
on his way into the interior, the reader may probably be 
led to anticipate sbmething rei^ecting its state, politics, 
and prospects ; but upon these subjects enough has 
already been said by Barrow, Liditenstein, Thompsoiv 



and otheT retpectable writers, to whose world reteence 
is repeatedly made in the seqael. On this accoont, there- 
fore, he has purposely abstained from touching upon thflBi9 
excepting in cases where the interests and afiairs of the 
native tribes were immediately concerned. Not at all 
anxious about the merit of mere book-making, any more 
than of personal emolument, he has selected from a large 
mass of materials such articles for the present Tolume 
as were most likely to prove generally useiul and interest- 
ing, hringing the work within a conqiarBtiTely small 
compass. Should no other end be answered, it will at 
least serre to remind us of the degraded state of anoieiil 
l^tain when Julius Caesar first invaded it; for in the 
present condition of the Caffirarian tribes is reflected, ae 
in a mirror, the leading features of our great progenitors ; 
while from our own history we may also learn the state 
to which such tribes may be elevated, by means &voiir- 
able to their improvement. 

The true character of the African, like that of the 

American, has been vilely and universally InMliiced) 

sometimes from sheer ignorance, — at others from malice ; 

but more frequently from absolutely mercenary motives. 

Nor has the philosoi^i himself, with all his fine schemes 

of civilization, — schemes which, for any thing we yet 

know, have effected just nothing at all,— done much 

towards raising these degraded children of Ham. ^ Nearly 

two centuries elapsed," says Dr. Robertson, ^ after ^ 

discovery of America, before the manners of its inhabit* 

ants attracted, in any considerable degree, the attention 

of philosophers. At length they discovered that the 

contemplation of ihB condition and character of the 

Americans in their original state tended to complete <na 

knowledge of the human species, enalding us to fill up 

a considerable chasm in the history of its progress, leading 

at the same time to speculatitms no less curious than 

important. 

" They entered upen this new field of study with great 
ardour ; but instead of throwing light upon the subjecti 
they have contributed, in some degree, to involve it in 
additional obscurity. Too impatient to inquire, they 



haBtened to decide ; and began to erect ejetems, when 
they ehoold ha^e been searching for facte on which to 
•stablith their fonndaticms. Struck with the vppewnmce 
of degeneracy in the human speciea throughout the Neifir 
World, and astonished at beholding a vast continent 
occupied by a naked, feeble, and ignorant race of men, 
eome authors of great name hare maintaimed, that this 
part of the globe had but lately emerged from the sea, 
and become fit for the residence of man ; that every thing 
in it bore marks of a recent original ; and that its inhabit- 
ants, lately called into existence, and still at the begin- 
ning of their career, were unworthy to be compared with 
the people of a more ancient and improved continent.* 
Others have imagined, tiiat under the influence of an 
imkindly climate, which checks and enervates the princi- 
ple of life, man never attained in America the perfection 
which belongs to his nature, but remained an animal of 
inferior order, defective in the vigour of his bodily firame, 
and destitute of sensibility, as well as of force, in the 
operations of his mind ; a brutish, obstinate being, in- 
capable either of acquiring religious knowledge, or of 
being trained to the functions of sdcial life.f In oppo- 
sition to both ^ese, other philosophers have supposed diat 
man arrives at his highest dignity 'and excellence long 
before he reaches a state of refinement ; and in the rude 
simplicity of savage life displays an elevation of senti- 
ment, an independence of mind, and a warmth of attadi- 
ment, for which it is vain to search among the members 
of polished societies 4 They seem to consider that as 
ihe most perfect state of man which is the least civilized* 
They describe the manners of the rude Indians with such 
rapture, as if they pressed them for models to the rest 
of the species.'*^ 

Equally absurd and contradictory theories have been 
pn^iosed, and that with equal confidence, respecting the 
Afirican ; and great genius, as well as uncommon poweis 
l»f eloquence, have been exierted to clothe them with an 

* It de BxtSfm. Hist Nat iii 484, dec, iz. 114. 

t IL de P. Recherches Philos. sur lea Americ. passim. 

i'p. Roossdoo. ^ Ifist Americ. Book it. p. 314, 31& 
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appe ar ance of truth. The author has therefore been 
led to make the subject one of close and studied obeerrft- 
tion. The bodily constitution of the natires, the qualities 
of tlieir minds, their domestic state and pohtical instito- 
tions, their system of war and public security, their arte 
and arms, together with the singular customs and degra- 
ding' superstitions uniyersally preralent among them, have 
all been points of diligent inquiry for years ; and he has 
noiTV endeavoured to present them to view just as he found 
them. The opportunities afforded by a settled residence 
in tlieir hamlets, and by daily intercourse with them under 
all the varied circumstances of savage life, have been 
sucli as to induce an unostentatious confidence in the 
conclusions to which he has come ; and should increased 
interest be hereby excited, or Afiica's weal at all pro- 
moted, he will feel more than compensated for that 
"which was but his *' reasonable service.** S. K. 

A Z 



** Tour Missionaries have dived into that mine from which w» 
were often told no valuable ore or precious stones could be extracted ;. 
and they have brought up the gem of an immortal spirit, flanbing 
with the light of inteUect, and glowing with the hue of Chriatiaik 
graces."— Watson. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



CAmiARiA, as exhibited in many of our old maps, 
constitutes one of the largest divisions of the rast con- 
tinent of Africs^ being bounded on the north by Negro- 
land and Ab3rssinia ; on the west by part of Gimnea and 
Congo ; on the eastern side by the Indian Ok^ean ; and 
southward by the Cape of Good Hope. But the part 
now occupied by the numerous nations generally des- 
ignated Kaffer is much more limited, and ues altogether 
on the southern side of the equator ; while far more 
limited still is that portion of it which our most extended 
explorations at present embrace, forming a compara- 
tively small tract indeed. Those of its tribes with 
which we have become somewhat acquainted, and to 
whom the following series of observations more imme- 
diately refer, lie along the eastern coast from our colo- 
nial boundary in 33 degrees south lat. northwards. 

Happening one day accidentally to enter into con- 
versation with a certain gentleman on various subjects 
connected with the interior of this country, he put into 
my hand a pamphlet, written by Captain B. Stout more 
than thirty years ago, and republished in London about 
the year 1820. The author appears to have been a 
naval officer and an American ; on the titlepage of his 
work he is announced as the ^^ late Commander of the 
American East Indiaman named the Hercules, lost 
[in 1796] on the the coast of Caffraria, within a few 
miles of the river Infanta." 

Towards the close of his '' interesting description" of 
the regions through which he and hid shipwrecked com- 
panions travelled, after b^ing cast ashore on their way 
to the colony, with a feeling truhr national he warmly 
recommends their immediate colonization by Ameri- 
cans. This measure, however, if at all approved of, 
was not adopted, by the President of the Umted States, 
tiie Hon. John Adams, to whom his narrative waa 
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addressed. What the reason might be which weighed 
with the latter against such a project is an inquiry of 
comparatiTely small importance ; but the arguments by 
whidi our author urges his suggestion particularly ar- 
rested my attention : plans having been brought into 
operation, and effect^ produced, the Teiry opposite of 
those which he seems to have contemplated. At page 
139, Mr. Stout observes : ** On considering this subject 
with attention, I own some very potent objections have 
taken possession of my mind respecting the usual man- 
ner of colonizing, which for centuries past enlightened 
nations have invariably pursued. It cannot have escaped 
those people who are conversant in history, that since 
the estabhshment of Christianity in Europe no sanage 
coimtry has been settied from that continent, without 
having missionaries or clergy of some order to ac- 
compimy the adventurers. The piety of the measun 
woiud at this day bejiwlauded, if eaq)erience had not 
taught us the impolicy of it ; for I bedieve it will be 
found that hitherto the adoption of this practice has 
been seldom attended with a single good consequence.^ 
And, again: " If the savage countries in AArica, which 
I have before described, be oolonized from England, it 
is certain that peoj^ of different religious persuaeions 
will visit and settle there. What then must be the evi- 
dent consequence 1 Plainly this, Uiat what they hear 
on one day delivered as sacred truths they will find 
contradicted on the next. The poor savages, however 
ignorant, will soon perceive that, notwit^tanding our 
Iwasted learning and information, we have not been able 
to agree among ourselves in matters so essential to our 
temporal and spiritual hai^[>iness : and if they are not 
disgusted with these different sentiments, tbey will be 
divided into sectaries ; and from thence must arise con- 
tentions and reciprocal animosities, which generally 
terminate in wars, persecutions, and Uoodshed. The 
use of the plough, which in a great measure secures a 
local residence, the manner of rearing vegetation for aB 
the purposes of civil life, erecting of comfortable habi- 
tations, and forming them into towns atd vifiBges, to- 
gether with an the useful arts, may be taught them; 
and these necessary avocations ¥rill employ thedr time^ 
secure their attachment, and eventually make them uae- 
fol members of a regular community. These important 
ends may be fully accomplished without confusing them 
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with mysterious doctrines.which they can never be svf* 
ficiently educated to en&race or understand. Indeed, 
the attempt I am convinced would be ineffectoal, if nol 
dangerous ; and therefore I object to the establishmeBt 
or introduction of any theological system on the torn- 
tinent of Africa." (Page 141.) 

It is not my intention to enter into controversy with 
the respectable author of this narrative ; and it is, oC 
course, quite superfluous to say that we are altogether 
at issue on the main Question, as nothing can be more 
fallacious than this {uausible theory of clvilKiatioB, in- 
dependently of Christianity. I hold that somethbig 
more than a mere acquaintance with '^ the use of the 
j^ough, the manner of rearing vegetation," the mode of 
erecting '' comfortable habitations," and other '^ nsefid 
arts," is absolutely requisite to render the inhalntants 
of *' savage countries" either truly happy in themselves, 
or '' useful members of a regular community." And I 
maintain likewise^ that the natives of Caffiraria are by 
no means so incapable of understanding the plain doc- 
trines of our holy faith, *' matters so essential to our 
temporal and spiritual happiness," as Captain Stout ani 
others would have us believe: yea, and further, thai 
adventurers in such countries, American as well m 
European, unaccompanied by misaioimries or clergy 
of any order, and disclaiming the neceanty of ^ any 
theological system" whatever, instead of improving tM 
condition of barbarians, have in numerous iiuitances be* 
come even worse than the very savages themselves. It 
would not be at all difficult to adduce names and circum- 
stances in proof of this lamentable fact^ and to show that 
a thorough acquaintance, not only with the arts of civil- 
ized life, but with the more respectsMe stations in life^ 
is, in the absence of retigious fMrinciple, far finom being 
a sufficient preservation mm the deterion^in^ mflneace 
of native manners, a gradual adoption of ^wnginal cvm* 
toms, or a heathenish indulgence of the very bateel 
passions. 

As Mr; Stout anticipated, these eoests have been 
''colonized irom England," and, agreeaUe to tiie phm 
grimily pursued by the enlightened nations of E^irope^ 
*^ missbnaries and eiei«y have aceompanied the adiven^ 
tinmrp." Many of the mmer liave, moreover, been per« 
mitted by government to proceed lar bejrond the bounds 
vies of the setttoonent tot the ezpiese pocpote of 
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introducing Christianity among the very people- whoa 
he 80 affectingly describes as being wholly^* destitute 
of every intellectual acquirement,'* &c. Thus, there- 
fore, the attempt to establish religion has been made ; 
and it remains to be seen how far the design has proved 
either '* ineffectual or dangerous." Seeing that on con- 
sidering this subject **some very potent objections" 
took possession of the gallant officer's mind, and deem- 
ing it more than probable that others in this colonizing 
age may be ready to indulge in similar opinions, I have 
been induced to devote to it a much greater degree of 
attention than I at first contemplated ; hoping hereby to 
render some little service to the perishing progeny of 
Ham, and to the cause of Christian missions generally, 
—a cause in which it has been my happiness to be en- 
gaged between eleven and twelve years. In prosecot- 
mg this^task, 1 have endeavoured, as much as possible, 
to confine myself to facts that have come within my own 
knowledge; some of which, through the medium of 
magazines and other periodicals, have already been pre- 
sented to the public, but in a detached form and at dif- 
ferent times. 

Long indeed has Africa been neglected and suffered 
to remain the devoted victim of cruelty and oppression ; 
we cannot therefore but hail many recent and highly 
important events, which go far to prove that her '* day 
of visitation" has at length arrived. Now is stirred up 
the philanthropist to plead her cause, and unweariedly 
to exert himself on behalf of her fettered millions ; the 
traveller and man of science to explore her unknown 
deserts ; the missionary to establish himself in the most 
pestilential of her climes ; and the Christian colonist to 
fix his habitation in the very neighbourhood of her war- 
like tribes. The character of many of the British set- 
tlers who migrated to the coast of Caffiraria in 1819-30, 
the section of country there allotted to them by govern- 
ment, said the special arrangements that were made 
prior to their embarkation, relative to the spiritual con- 
cerns of the people, are all circumstances in which we 
are constrained to recognise the overruling hand of 
Providence. Among the number who then bade adieu 
to ttieir native shores were several pious famiUes of 
various denominations. These appear to have, bemi 
actuated by the puxest of motives, «being desirous, not 
only of jHTomotiog their ow]di temporal welfare, but the 
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glory of God also, and the best interests of their feDow- 
men. 

The relative situation of the district in which they 
settled is peculiarly interesting; and it is worthy of 
remark, that, although the great body of emigrants on 
their arrival were divided and located partly in the east- 
em and partly in the western province, the majority of 
those that were either decidedly or professedly religiom 
were in the very first instance thrown into the former, 
where their lands actually joined those of a numerous 
people " sitting in darkness, iad in the region and shadow 
of death..'^ When the emigration project was first pro> 
posed, the government at home very laudably offered 
to support a minister to each party consisting of a hun- 
dred families, leaving the latter at Uberty to choose m 
man of their own persuasion. This proposition was 
productive of the happiest effects, as it not only tended 
to console the minds of the people, but permaneBUy to 
establish a Christian ministryat one of tbe most import* 
ant points of the colony. This very measure, which^ 
when devised, was probably not expected, either by 
those who framed it or by the immediate reciinents of 
its benefits themselves, to extend its influence beyond 
a certain limited sphere, has proved a fruitful source of 
good to the, whole settlement. Religion is manifestly 
rendering the whole scheme a distinguished blessinff to 
Southern Africa ; while, without it, there is abundiBDl 
reason to believe that it would have constituted one of 
its heaviest curses. Occurrences in the remoter parts 
of the settlement sufficiently prove, that had there been 
no public ministration of the Word, the Sacred Volumes 
taken out by our countrymen would most likely have 
lain unread, if not buried among the lumber of the set- 
tler's cottage ; the Sabbath womd have been in a great 
measure forgotten, and divine ordinances attoffetiier for* 
saken. In the room of peace there woukl have been 
strife ; in the place of righteoumess, ungodliness woukl 
have increased ; and instead of becoming a light unto 
neighbouring nations, the overflowings of iniquity would 
in all probabiUty have rendered their {^ace of haintatioil 
a hissmg among the heathen. 

The Wesl^eyan Methodists have been more especially 
interested ih this settlem^Xt from ita eonunenoeroen^ 
many of its enterprising inhsbttaixts being membens of 
that body. Their xmmbers. were suffici^tly laige t# 
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entitle them to the promised stipend (76/. per animiii) 
for a minister. Consequently, application was made to 
tiie Wesleyan Missionary Committee in London for a 
suitable person ; and the Rev. William Shaw was sp- 
pointed to accompany them,-— with this widerstanding, 
that, in the event of his removal to any other station, 
his place should be dtdy suppUed by some other mission- 
ary. Hence Albany at once and properly became a 
missionary station, and has ever since enjo^^ed the fos- 
tering care and attention of the above-mentioned com- 
mittee, to which it in a great measure owes its preserva- 
tion from the sway of infidel principles, so banefullj 
ii^uential in most infant colonies. 

The conflicting opinions of different classes of per- 
-sons, thrown together as the settlers were, sometimes 
fdaced the pious in circumstances of the most embar- 
Irassing and trying nature ; more especially in the com- 
mencement, when all their movements were of course 
attended with a thousand unforeseen and uncontrollable 
occurrences. Their crowded state on board the re- 
spective vessels — the numerous difficulties imavoidably 
consequent upon the landing Of such a mtiltitude of 
iBtrangers on a foreign shore — and the various disap- 
pointments which less or more fbU to the lot of each 
subsequently, naturally tended to arouse tempers and 
dispositions that were not always of the most happy 
kind. Hence it caimot be very surprising to find that 
disputes sometimes arose ; but, on the contrary, some- 
what astonishing that there should have been so few 
serious ones. Upon subjects strictly religious, a differ- 
ence of sentiment indeed occasionally gave rise to con- 
troversy, which in one instance was carried to a lament- 
able pitch. Messrs. C . and B. , belonging to different de- 
nominations, began to manifest a wrangling disposition 
soon after their embarkation, and would sometimes 
stand up to contend for their respective creeds before 
the whole of their fellow-passengers. This unchristian 
temper they con^ued to mdulge, until death suddenly 
tout them both to silence. They died in the course of a 
few days after their arrival kt Algoa Bay, and -were 
there buried side by side ! 

It may be necessary to observe that the whole of the 
•migrants were, from the first, divided into parties of 
hem ten to one hundred families each. Evei^ division 
had its respective leader or representative, from whom 
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H in many initaiices took its name ; but ttiat wliloh 
Gomposed principally of Wesleyans was on this accomut 
generally denominated the *' Methodist** or the " Salem 
Party,'** and finally settled in a range of valleys, sixteen 
or eighteen miles S.E. of 6raham*s Town. On their 
first arrival, the authorities deputed to point out their 
lot -placed them upon a beautiful and picturesque plot 
of land, lying between the Kasooga and Kowie rivefSi 
close to tne sea, idiich formed their eastern boundary. 
There they remained six or seven weeks, during whidi 
short period many of them laboured most indefatigably. 
Besides the erection of temporary dweUings, numerous 
little patches of gvonnd were dug up aikl sown witt 
various kinds ^of seed; which, from the favourablenew 
of the season and the astonishing rapidity of vegetatioa» 

Cmised an early reward for their toil. But no sooner 
they got their fiamilies somewhat sheltered, and 
begun with growing pleasure to look upon the fruits of 
their indus^3r> than aH were required immediately to 
quit the place, as it was wanting for a General C. and 
his party. This, as might be expected, occasioned coo* 
siderable confusion, aira no small degree of dissatisfto* 
tion. The case, indeed, to say the least, was certain^T 
a hard one ; but it is p^rhi^ difficult to determine whe*» 
ther the party suffered most from Uie unjustifiable pu^ 
tiality of those in power, orfrpm the manifest want of 
judgment in its head, and others who had the manage- 
ment of its affairs. 

The tract of country now assigned them was far mors 
extensive than that from which they had been removed* 
<— hut by no means so beautiful, nor yet so well adapted 
to the purposes of agriculture. At certain seasons of 
the year, however, and after {dentiful rains, its aspect 
is pleasant and the pasturage abmidant. For sheep, the 
latter is generally superior to that nearer the sea ; so 
that in this respect the change was decidedly advan- 
tageous. But on the other hand, the soil being exceed- 
ingly hard an^ dry, and the situation one in which irri- 
gation was altogether impracticable, the work of culti- 
vation necessanly required great labour and exertion, 
wiiile the prospect of a crop was at all times exceed- 
ingly precarious. These, imd other circumstances, to 

* Th6 name of th^ Tilkge. 
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wyoh we shall probably have occasion to ady«rt, soon 
reduced the number of their company. 

The site of their little village and its vicinage still 
presents demonstrative evidence of its having formerly 
constituted a Kaffer seat. Mynheer 6., a Dutch boor, 
who occupied the spot at the time of their arrival, and 
whose miserable reed dwelling was long used as our 
only cha^l, had repeatedly suffered from their predatory 
incursions. It was but little more than a year prior to 
the landing of the emigr^ts that the tribes were com- 

C"ed to vacate the Zuurveld (Sourfield, now called Al- 
y), and to retire to the oj^osite side of the Keis- 
kamma river ; so tliat it is by no means improbable but 
they might look upon the numerous groups of our coun- 
trymen as so many intruders ; while the latter, knoi^ving 
nothing of the real character and habits of their sable 
neighbours, excepting from report, which represented 
them as' the most sanguinarv'beings in existence, ^would 
naturally indulge much needless fear and anxiety. 

From the following amusing incident, related to me 
by one who was present on the occasion, this will ap- 
pear to have been the case: — ^The people, it seems, 
were one evening aroused and thrown into the utmost 
confusion by an sdarming hue-and-cry, that the Kaffers 
were coming ; that their fires had been discovered on 
the adjacent hills, " which they again put' out to deceive 
us," cried the reporters. Some commenced one kind 
of defensive preparation, and some another, as if in the 
utmost danger: when, behold! the formidable and 
much-dreaded host turned 'out to be^ swarm of fire- 
flies, which were flitting about among the bushes along- 
the sides of the ridges, and which by their luminous 
appearance excited in the affirighted imagination the 
ideas of fire and flame ! It was the custom of the 
natives in f6rmer wars to rush upon the Dutch colonists 
imexpeotedly, and after, securing as large a portion of 
their flocks and herds as they thought proper, to set fire 
to their houses likewise. The mud wsuls of two. or 
three which shared this fate are still standing in the 
neighbourhood' of Salem ; and, a& monuments of that 
dreadful practice would doubtless tend to strengthen 
the (bars of the pec^e^ whenever disturbed by rumours 
like the above. It is, however, a pleasing fact, that in 
no instance whatever, that I am acquainted with^ has 
wy thing of this kind occurred since the establishment 
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of the BfiUilh settlement. The changes effected by this 
event, and by the varioius circumstances arising out of 
it, are truly great and highly important to the country 
at large. 

Often haVe I with peculiar pleasure contemplated thm 
altered scene which the valley, now occupied l^ our 
Christian adventurers, presents to view. There for- 
merly dwelt the wandenng savage, whose principal de- 
light was in the formation and execution of devastating 
schemes; there latterly lived the lethargic boor, with 
whom the accumulation of stock and '* rix daalders** 
seemed to constitute the summum bomun of life ; but 
now a Christian commimity is there established ^ a pe- 
culiar people, zealous of good works." Their tents 
were no sooner pitched than the standard of the croefe 
was erected ; the Sabbath of the Lord was strictly ob- 
served in their camp ; and the ordinances of God*s hotise 
regularly kept up amid all the conftision of change and 
circumstance. The voice of prayer daily ascended 
from their family altars; grateful thanksgiving was 
heard at their tables ; while hymns of praise gene- 
rally resounded from dwelling to dwelling at the close 
of day. 

At that period there were but two other ministers in 
the whole district : one was a clerg3rman of the Church 
of England, and i\w other a niisitionary belonging to the 
London Society, whose ministry was confined to the 
Hottentots exclusively. The greater part of the settie- 
ment therefore being entirely destitute of all means of 
religious instruction, Mr. Shaw was at once induced to 
divide his labouri^ among all the surrounding parties as 
far as practicable. And in this he was greyly assisted 
by several of the emigrants themselves, men of approved 
talent and character ; . who, as exhorters and local 
preachers, were appointed to visit the neighbouring 
locations on Sabbath days as frequently as possible, and 
to whose* valuable and disinterested labours (little as 
some may have esteemed them) the settlement will be 
everlastingly indebted. It is worthy of remark, that a 
truly missionary spirit pervaded the minds of this Chris- 
tian party generally. Having long been accustomed to> 
pray for the conversion of the heathen, and to contrib^ 
ute, according to their ability, towards the support and 
spread of the gospel while at home, the circumstance 
of their now actually living in a pagan country seemed 
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%o gbe ardour to their derotion, and an impetus to th^ 
exertions. Missionary prater-meetings were iznoaew 
diiMy established, and missionary contributions respih 
larly made. While one gave of the few remaioing' shil- 
lings he possessed, amother^ subscribed a pe^oQ of his 
litUe herd, and a third of the first-fruits of his kmd, ^tc. 
These were indeed the mites of the poor, sevei^ of 
whom^he Lord has since greatly blessed. None among 
them possessed abundance ; and the few that had a little 

gioj^ty almost innnediately left the locaticm, alliured 
y other pursuits.^ Considering- indeed the trying cir- 
cumstances in which they were placedr^their compiu:ar 
tive and general poverty — the repeated failure of thek 
crops, and the smallness of their stock, &c., tiieir efforts 
in aid of Christian missions were certamly not exceeded, 
if equalled, in any other part of th^ colony ; and as ce^ 
t^ it is, that the success of our work in ihe regions 
beyond has been very materially promoted by this Grod- 
feanng band in our rear. 

It was not long, however, before they, hke most of 
the other parties, divided into many parts, some diver- 
ging in one direction, and some in-another, until seattered 
about even to the extremities of the colony. The 
causes in which these separations originated were, of 
course, various ; but the great majority of the settlers 
evidently went out under tiie most m iuu r m » ixnpres- 
siofis ; and were therefore ill prepared to meet the nu- 
merous difficulties inevitably consequent upon their 
project. Until their arrival, ' several of tb^m seepi 
scarcely to have been aware of the great difference 
there is between EngUsh and African soil ; and hen<^, 
^ grant of a hundred acres, the quantum promised by 
government to each man, appeared to carry with it the 
sound of a fortune. But when they arrived on the spot, 
and found that even thousands of acres were, in some 
places, not worth half as many farthings, being entirely 
destitute of water, ^and indescribably steril, their dis- 
appointment was extreme. The extent allotted to them 
could not, in the very best situations, furnish the farmer 
with pasturage for a sufficient number of cattle; and in 
many places^ araMe lai»l was entirely out of the ques- 
tion. ^ Some, therefore, would not tarry on their loca- 
tipns at all ;. and otkers remained but a few we^u 
before they became discouriaged, and enga^^ed in other 
^peculations.. Many there were whose views of the 
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co un try most have been altogether Tisionary, and wlioft^ 
•access^ under any circumstances, could not but be very 
problematical. These seem to have calculated npion 
flpendinff the residue of their day^ without labour, 8up«> 
posing that the fields would produce spontaneously, that 
the treeeof the wood would drop fruit upon their heads, 
and tiiat some kind of habitations would arise for theii^ 
use, without trouble. How far pen-makers, pin-eutters» 
&c. were hkely to become gfood husbandmen, I leave 
lor more ss^ient minds to determine ; and shall merieiy 
Swerve, that very few of this class have succeeded. 
Their delight in agricultural pursuits was but moment*' 
ary ; and by their ^tiable inefficiency many a poor faHn- 
ily has been involved in wretchedness and misery. 
Others, although possessed of sidtaUe knowledge, had 
no means whatever of stocking a farm, nor of providing 
themaelves with agricultural implements, even at the 
vedoeed prices for which government offered them ; 
and, conseqnenfly, had little prospect of immediate 
prosperity. 

In the Salem party there were several excellent me- 
chanica, builders, masons, bricklayers, and carpenters, 
4kc,j who found it much more advant{^Breous to labour at 
their respective trades than to remain on their lands ; 
BsA who, on that account, repaired to Grs^am's Town, 
where they soon obtained sufficient work and high 
wages. As its population, at that period, consisted 
^most wholly of military men, houses or accommo- 
dations were hardly to be obtained at any price. Con- 
sequently, the strangers were for some time obliged to 
leave their families on the location, to which they 
generally returned every Saturday night. "Our ^ 
pearance on those occasions," said my friend Mr. P., 
^* was often not a little amusing. We usuaUy contrived 
to return in company : none of us were rich enough to 
buy a horse ; but one or two sometimes managed to ride 
on the back of an ox ; and all the rest walked. One 
carried a leg or a quarter of mutton; another a few 
loaves of bread ; a third, a piece of pork hung over his 
shoulder; and a fourth, a httle tea, sugar, coffi^e,'^ Ac. 

The country being, then in a great measure pathless, 
having scarcely any. regularly beaten roads, excepting, 
such as had been made by beasts of the field, the be- 
nighted traveller not unfrequently lost his way; and^ 
after many fruitless endeavours to regain it^ was obliged ' 

B 
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to tarry in the woods until retara of day, or to spend 
the nijgfht in rambling about. This was the case, on one 
occasion, with our late lamented fellow-labourer, Mr. 
Threlfall ; who, upon leaving Graham's Town for Salem, 
one evening as the sun was setting, got bewildered in 
the thick bush on the banks of the Kaieega river. He 
sought and strove long to get out of the maze, but in 
vain. At length, being much fatigued, and finding that 
he was only plunging deeper and deeper into the forest, 
he determined on lifting until dawn of day. Having 
tied his horse to a tree to prevent its runmn^ off, like 
pertain of the natives in the interior,* he avsuled him- 
self of its uppermost branches as a refuge from the 
wolves, which were {urowling about on eveiy side. 
After perching there until daybreak the fouowing 
morning, he discovered his patti, and speedily effected 
his escape. Before leaving the spot, however, he tied 
his pocket-handkerchief to one of the top boughs, 
whereon it remained for a considerable length of tSne, 
as a memento of the adventure. 

When Sir Rufane Shaw Donkin, the acting governor, 
visited the frontiers in 1821, he seemed anxiously dis- 
posed to afford all possible encouragement to the various 
classes of mechanics in Albany, and directed their at- 
tention particularly to the two principal towns of the 
settlement, namely, Graham's Town and BaUiurst ; but 
more especially to the latter, as great hopes were then 
entertained respecting the navigableness of the neigh- 
bouring river, Kowie, which was subsequently named 
Port Francis. He offered small grants of land to any 
tradesman who miffht feel disposed to build and settle at 
either of those [uaces; of which several individuals 
from Salem, being, as above stated, already employed 
in Graham's Town, immediately availed themselves. 
Nevertheless, their prospects were by no means very 
bright, as it was then fully expected that Bathurst would 
become the capital ; which would in all probability have 
been the case, had the acting governor remained in 
power. This place lies about twenty-six miles to the 
eastward of, Graham's Town, and within eight or nine 

I 

* Some of the more distant tribes erect small huts in the trees, on 
wattled platforms constructed for the purpose, and use them for 
sleeping-rooms only. To this they are compelled by the dreadful 
rarages of wild beasts, whicl^ would otherwise keep them in jeopardy 
the whole night 
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of the sea. Its situation is as healUnr as the snrroimd- 
ing country is beautiful. The neighbouring bills are 
almost always clothed with verdure ; and the elevated 
site of the village commands a fine view of the southern 
ocean. The scenery along the coast is more than ordi- 
narily rich. Clumps of mimosae are here and there inter- 
spersed over the extensive savannas, giving to the land- 
scape a park-like appearance. The soil, being of a li^t 
sandy description, Quickly absorbs the moisture supphed 
by fogs and exhalations from the sea. Here, therefore, 
the husbandman is much better able to dispense with the 
means of irrigation than in the more inland parts of the 
province. The various tribes of the vegetable kingdom 
thrive luxuriantly ; and the deep fohaffe of the forest and 
coppice- wood presents to the eye a thousand lively and 
variegated tints. 

Among the numerous companies settled in its im- 
mediate vicinity were several worthy individuals from 
the neighbourhood of Manchester, Leeds, Bristol, Not- 
tingham, and Penzance. When the emigration questiim 
was started, in one of those places the adventurers were 
very generously assisted by a distinguished personage, 
who strongly recommended the overtures of govern- 
ment to their attention ; and at a meeting held by them 
preparatory to embarkation, the person engaged to take 

charge of the party was advised by the Rev. Mr. , m 

clergyman of the Church of England, to read prayers, 
and occasionally a sermon likewise, to the people. A 
youthful zealot who happened to be present, and who 
had partly determined on proceeding with them, was 
hereby induced to ask whether he also should not 
be at liberty, if disposed, to preach to his countrymen 
on their arrival in the colony. Prejudice was instantly 
aroused; and, being found, on close interrogation, to 
be a *' Methodist,^' his name was forthwith erased from 
the list ! 

They had not, however, been many days at sea, before 
it was discov^ed, that notwithstanding their most 
strenuous endeavours to prevent the exportation of 
Methodism, they had got an excellent old man aboard, 
who privately exhorted his fellow-passengers to " fear 
Ciod, and flee from the wrath to come." The flame of 
persecution was now lighted up ; and Mr. C, the party's 
representative, ever afterward availed himself of every 
opportunity to annoy and injure poor Mr. P. In the 

Bd 
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cocme of the passage, his wife and son were Uktn 
alarmingly ill ; but, so bitter was the spirit which pre- 
vailed against him, that it was with difficulty he obtamed 
even the medicines provided by goyemment, which 
their state rendered absolutely necessary. The 9^t>ove- 
mentioned gentleman, who had the affairs of the party 
almost wholly un^er his own control, frequ^itly tmreat- 
ened, not only to de|»rive him of the land to which he 
was rightfully entitled, but of all the privileges of the 
settlement Ukewise, unless he held his peace, and kept 
his religion to himself. In these his boisterous men- 
aces ai^ unrighteous designs, this petty Nero was sup- 
ported by tluree or four otl^rs, who were influenced by a 
similar sjurit. " The earth," however, " is the Lord's ;" 
and true it is, that " he reigneth :" yea, and " though 
hand join in hand, the wick^ shall not go unpunisbed." 
Two only of those persecutors lived to see the setUe- 
asent. The death of one was occasioned by intemper- 
ance and dissipation while at sea: hence, his corpse 
became food for the monsters of the deep ! The head 
of the party himself fell sick immediately after his 
arrival at Algoa Bay; and there expired in dreadful 
agony, both mental and bodily. He, therefore, never 
set foot on the land which he had so arrogantly aff^ted 
to command. Another of his comrades was taken off 
suddenly, and canried to the grave along with him ! A 
fourth, being some time afterward provoked by his 
companion, the only survivor of the ^ve^ presented his 
fowHng-piece at him, and lodged the contents in his 
breast ; for which he was, of course, arrested, and 
brought to prison in Graham's Town. But, shocking 
%o relate, his spirit and conduct having apparently ren- 
^red life burdensome, and filled his dungeon with insuf- 
ferable gloom, the unhappy wretch chose st^'an^^dng' 
rather than life ; and therefore hung himself in his cell ! 
" Wo unto the wicked ! it shall be ill with him ; for 
tiie reward of his hands shall be ^ven him : but say ye 
lo the righteous, it shall be well with him ; for they shall 
oat the fruit of their doings." The poor old Methodkt 
Iiow began, more earnestly than ever, to call dl around 
Um to repentance, and actually became the virtual head 
of the piurty ; he obtained favour in the eyes of the 
people, and was ever afterward looked up to as their chief 
counsellor in all matters of importance. His lot was 
oast in pleasant jdaces ; and he had literally a " goodly 



herita^.^' His nntic cottage was no sooner bailt than 
converted into a place of worship, wherein divine ser- 
vice was regularly performed, until, by his stMMly zeal 
and praiseworthy exertions, we were enabled to erect 
a neat little chapel, which constitutes a lasting honour 
to Ids memory. This good man is now no more ; but, 
atthough dead, by his works he still speaketh ; and his 
name is held in the highest estimation by all who knew 
bim. 

Repeated attempts to people the Zuunreld had been 

made by the colonial government, long before the 

British emigrants were sent to it. Farms of several 

thousand morgans in extent were offered to small Dutch 

parties, consisting of three or four families each ; and 

subsequently as many thousand acres to each boor 

separately, with the view of inducing them to settle 

npon this depopulated tract. The trial was. again and 

again made, but in vain : very few, much as they desired 

it, were able to maintain their position, or to preserve 

their herds from the hands of sable assailants. Some 

were constrained to abandon it, and others feared to 

retain it ; so that the wilderness remained a wildemest 

still. A comparatively short period, however, elapsed 

after 6ve thousand British subjects had been 2>laced 

upon it, before a very different scene presented itself. 

The desert and the solitary places were cheered by the 

presence of man; to make room for whom, the very 

beasts of the field deserted their ancient haunts : houses 

arose, and villages sprang into existence, as if by maffic : 

thousands of acres, which, until then, luid lain untiiDe^ 

were disturbed by the plough, and rendered productive 

of the staflF of Ufe. 

Nevertheless, the first three or four years, after the 
commencement of the settlement were extremely try- 
ing ; and numbers suffered greatly from various causes, 
natural as well as political. In the latter end of 1833, 
they were visited by one of the heaviest and most terrific 
storms that had ever been experienced in that quarter. 
The winds were most boisterous, and the rain almost 
incessant, night and day, for more than a week. Several 
large houses in town were completely destroyed. The 
rivers rose to an extraordinarv height ; insomuch that 
naany lives were endangered and some lost. The 
^'^^'^^BQilets from the mountains became sweeping tor- 
rents, and bore down aU before them. The poor peoj^ 
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in the country, never dreaming of water-floods mshiiu: 
upon them as in a moment, in a climate so serene^ and 
generadly fine, had built their fragile habitations dlong 
the slope of hills, and converted the valleys and low 
lands into gardens and corn-fields. Several of these, 
therefore, haud. their dwellings, the walls of which were 
as unsubstantial as their foundations were unsafe, en- 
tirely carried away. Unable to build with brick or 
stone himself, and having no money wherewith to pay 
the charges of a mason, the poor man was obliged to 
rear a house as he could. Proceeding, therefore, with 
his saw and hatchet to the forest, after cutting down a 
quantity of strong poles and branches; he formed here- 
with a kind of frame ; placing the former in an upright 
position, at certain distances from each other, and nll- 
ing up the spaces with lattice-woHc. The whole was 
then plastered, or rather daubed over, inside and out, 
with mud. The roof was constructed of the same un- 
polished material, and covered with thatch. A jAece 
of calico, or a dressed goat-skin, served for the window ; 
and two or three rough boards, nailed loosely together, 
constituted the door. A fireplace and chimney built of 
sods or turf ornamented the mterior, which w|is some- 
times enlivened by a coat of whitewash ; but which 
more frequently continued to retain its dark and earthy 
hue. Such was the habitation of many a setUer in 
Southern Africa. 

Often is the European constrained to smile on hear- 
ing the African exclaim, " There is the river," when, 
upon descending the rocks, or stepping into a shallow 
ditch, he discovers only a small streamlet meandering 
among the pebbles ; or perhaps nothing more than a 
few buckets of water here and there standing in pools. 
This induced many of the emigrants to ridicule the idea 
of danger, in appropriating the banks of those insignifi- 
cant rivulets to building or agricultmral purposes. They 
now, however, learned a painful and expensive lesson ; 
for not only were the fruits of their mdustiy, young 
trees, plants, and vegetables, &c., borne down the cata- 
racts, but even the very soil itself, leaving in many 
places no vestige of any previous culture whatever. 
The colonial wheat having proved so susceptible of rust, 
various other kinds of grain had been tried ; and a soUd- 
stemmed description of com was found to be proof 
against the effects of this destructive disease. Of this, 
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therefore, and of maize, the people had sown plenttfaUy ; 
and were eangome in their expectations of an abandani 
harvest ; the prospect of which led them, in some mea- 
sare, to Ibrget the failwes of former years. But, alas I 
the tempest blasted all their hopes, and seemed, for the 
moment, completely to paral}^ their utmost energies. 
Accidents are, of course, common to every part of 
the globe ; but their effects are much more severely feR 
in anew colony than in a country whose population has 
been long settled. In the latter, lost property may be 
easily rej^aced, and the unfortunate are surrounded by 
relations or friends, who are less or more bound to 
afford them kindly aid. But not so with the poor emi- 
grant in a fcnreign and far-distant land. Many and heavr 
were the losses sustained by fire. On the first arriral 
a our adventurers, the face of the country was thickly 
overspread with lugh grass, which at certain seasons 
Of the year withers and becomes exceedingly dry ; and 
as their fires for culinary purposes, 4cc. were neces- 
sarily kindled in the open air, nature^s carpet not unfre- 
quently caught the flame, and speedily communicated it 
to their wattled sheds and tents. These, thereforet 
together vnth the whole of their contents, were, la 
several instances, completely reduced to ashes, leaving 
the occupants and their helpless families utterly desf 
tute and exposed, without either covert or bed. A Mr. 
B. one day came to my door soUciting relief, in a most 
distressed condition. His habitation had been totally 
consumed ; and so raind was the progress of the devour- 
ing element that one of his children also perished in 
the flames : a part only of its little body was found 
funong the embers. This melancholy event was almost 
immediately followed by another : a party of natives 
pounced upon his small herd of cattle, and took awmj 
every head. In the storm, his dwelling was again de- 
stroyed, and with it his gardens also ; b^ what rendered 
the case of this unfortunate man most aflecting was» 
that, at the very time he told me his tale of wo, he 
was labouring under the excruciating pains of a dread- 
fully shatteied hand, caused by the unexpected dis- 
charge of a musket that had been set for the destractioa 
of a tiger which, had done much mischief on his loca- 
^on. The deiHressed state of the settlement at lengtk 
oecame generally known, and excited great interest, not 
^7 in the more opulent parts of the colony, but k| 
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^tionaod India also. Many highly respectaliie mb- 
Xiamen very laudably exerted themsekes for its rmief, 
jtnd a munificent sum was raised in various quarters, Inr 
•vhich the condition of several was greatly ameli<>rated. 
It cannot, however, but be regretted that no plan was 
ever adopted (though several were suggested) whereby 
the benefits of this eictraordinary expr^sion of humane 
/eeiing might have been perpetuated, as this would have 
erected a lasting meraonal to the honour of those who 
§Q generously contributed towards it. 

iJl these various difilculties, in which the religiously 
disposed part of the emigrants participated in common 
3rith the rest, rendered their zealous efforts for the 
^taMishment of Christianity the more truly praise- 
wrorthy. To them belongs the hig^ and immortal hon- 
our of raising the first English places of worship ever 
erected in the borders of Oafirana. No sacred edifice 
whatever existed in Graham's Town at the time the 
Wesleyan chapel was built there ; hence, its opening 
W Sunday, November 10th, 1822, excited extraordinary 
interest in every part of the settlement, and great num- 
l^rs «ame together on tihe occasion. The congrega- 
iions'consistedof all classes, as various in colour as in 
language ; and sermons were preached both in English 
sfiid in Dutch. On the following Monday a meeting of 
l^e society was held, and publicly addressed by several 
converted aborigines, whose grate Ail expressions t>f 
praise to God were uttered in meir own tongue. Thin 
was of course unintelligible to the greater part of the 
assembly ; but the Rev. Creorge Barker, of the London 
Missionary Society, being l&ewise present, with his 
usual kindness acted as their interpreter. He also 
leached for us in the evening of that day ; and in the 
course of his sermon took occasion to notice the aston- 
ishing change that had been effected in the country 1^ 
the (Ussemination of Christian knowledge since he first 
knew it. On this subject our joy was reciprocal ; nor 
did a difference of religious sentiment in matters of 
minor importance prevent our union, of effort; much 
less did it, >as prognosticated by Captain S., in any way 
told to " distract the minds of the natives." No church 
beine erected in the town for two or three years after- 
ware^ when the Rev. Mr. G. (first district cnaplain) ar- 
rived, he also performed divine service in the same 
place, until our growing congregations rendsied as 
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enlargement of the chapel absolutely necessary. This 
mutual co-operation was productive of the yer^ "best 
effects ; for sdthough certain doctrinal discrepancies had 
place among us, and were perhaps sometimes exhibited 
in a manner that was not fully in unison with Christian 
charity, the foundations of the rising fabric were hap- 
pily not at all disturbed thereby, but continued to acquire 
increased strength and stabihty, until religion became 
at once the acknowledged stay and glory of the set- 
tlement. 

S.KAY, 
London, 
August, 1833. 
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CHAPTER I. 

First tour in Kafferlaiid— Massacre of English soldier s Fort 
Wiltshire — Military traffic with the natives — Ka£fer depredatioos 
— Chumie station — Value of pioos interpreters — Dialogue with a 
Kaffer — A warning to missionaries — ^The celebrated Chief Oaika; 
his avaricious disposition ; duplicity ; barbarous mode of slaugl^ 
ter — ^A remarkable providence. 

Having resolved on an attempt to introdoce Christiaii^ 

ity into the regions beyond the bounds of the settlement, 

and circumstances appearing to favour the project, we 

made arrangements for our first journey in the month 

of August, 1825. On this tour the landdrost or chi^ 

magistrate of Albany, and Major T., of his majesty's 

sixth regiment, proposed accompanying us as far as the 

Clay Pits, where a considerable number of the natives 

were expected to assemble about the time of the full 

moon. But of the company of these gentlemen we 

were deprived, as public business prevented their going 

with us : nevertheless, our way was fully open, as the 

former very kindly furnished us with the necessary pase^ 

port, which authorized our crossing the boundary, at 

whatever point we.might deem most proper. 

Our route, therefore, diflfereht from the one first in- 
tended, being determined, the weather fine, and yomv 
Izadzoe, the interpreter, having arrived, my worthy coE 
league and I left Graham's Town on Saturday, 3d, as the 
win was about setting. Our path was an exceeding^ 
sohtaTv one, leading through a bushy part of the coun^ 
^) infested by wild beasts, and traversed by vrandering 
ii'^snuders. We had not proceeded £ur ere night came 
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on, and nature seemed lulled to rest ; all was sQence 
around us, not a sound being heard save that of the 
horses' feet, and occasional oteervations of the thought- 
ful travellers. The moon's bright beam, however, imed 
a cheering radiance upon the surrounding gloom, and 
enabled us comfortably to continue our ride, until about 
ten o'clock, P. M., when we reached Hermame's Kraal, 
a mihtary station on the banks of the Great Fish River. 
Here we were hospitably entertained by a poor English 
soldier ; who, as we subsequently learned, wa^ a Roman 
Catholic; but who, nevertheless, after presenting us 
with a little refreshment, unhesitatingly joined us in our 
evening's devotions. 

Sunday, August 4M. — Arose at an early hour with 
aching bones, having slept tqson a hard wooden couch, 
with nothing over it but a wdd beast's skin. All con- 
•ideration, however, of personal inconvenience speedily 
merged in reflections of a far more painful nature ; for 
on rambling to a short distance from the house, the 
^palling traces of those *' whose feet are swift to shed 
blood" forcibly arrested our attention. Here were the 
ffraves of several of our countrymen, who had formerly 
belonged to the Royal African Corps, ami who were 
horridly massacred by the natives on the very spot 
where we stood, not more than three or four years pre- 
viously. We felt deeply afifected while reading the dif-* 
ferent inscriptions on rude and rapidly decaying tablets, 
which the survivors had erected over the mangled rehcs 
of their comrades : nor was it easy to resist the thought, 
tiiat, in the prosecution of our journey, we might pos- 
nbly be brought into contact with the very men whose 
violent hands had laid these low. 

It was our intention to preach to the soldiers on the 
station this morning; but on inquiry, we found that 
they had been suddenly called away to the neighbour- 
ing fort about daybreak. This induced us at once to 
.conclude on proceeding immediately, in order that we 
Bught have an opportunity of preaching to them in the 
fv«iiing. The day was oppressively hot, and the sar- 
irounding country barren and steril in the extreme. 
¥rken the mm had reached its zmiith the heat was quite 
•rerpowering ; and as there was no breeiie whatever, 
•very thing that had hfe seemed to gasp for breath. 
ThA mere sound of a ^* rif^iling brook" would now have 
ooaslitwted a Inxury in^ed ; but no such sound eoM 
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here be heard. Hard by the road-side, in<ked, we found 
a muddy pool, in which the elephant seemed to be in 
tiie habit of sporting himself, and quickly unsaddled our 
thirsty horses, that they, as well as ourselves, might 
enjoy the benefit of it. This done, we gladly crept into 
the interior of a thicket, in search of the cooling shade. 
To any one thus circumstanced^ the figurative language 
of the prophets, " Rivers of water in a dry place" — " As 
the shadow of a great rock in a weary land," &c., — 
is more than ordinarilv beautiful. Having made our 
meal of a crust of bread and several hearty draughts of 
water, we consecrated our lit^ bower by reading a 
portion of Scripture, and again committing ourselves to 
the care and direction of Ahnighty God. 

Our road now wound into the extensive and dense for- 
ests of the Fish River, where the prospect constitutes 
one of the most romantic description. The stupen- 
dous mountains and precipices among which the river 
smoothly glides, together with the beautifully serpen- 
tine course of the stream, and the scenery of the vadleys 
on each side, render the view highly imposing. While 
we were yet in the suburbs of the jun^e, the shades of 
night overtook us; and thick darkness soon followed. 
Being wholly unable to see our path, we at length lost 
it alt^ether ; aiid after wandering ^bout for some time, 
entire^ ignorant even of the direction in which it lay, 
we abnost despaired of finding it, and began to think of 
taking shelter for the night under some of the surround- 
ing trees. At this moment, however, the pony which 
carried our luggage broke loose, and ran off to a consid- 
erate distance. Fearing to lose our great-coats, &c., 
we moved onward in pursuit of him, at a pretty quick 
pace ; and were hereby actually led into the right road, 
and to within a few hundred yards of the fort itself; 
where Major R., the commanding officer, received us 
with great kindness, immediately ordering provision to 
be made for our comfortable accommodation. 

M9ndmfy 5th. — ^We were awakened by the s<mnd of 
k^les and other martial instruments, which remind one 
of the ** din of war," and which impressed upon our ear- 
liest thoughts the affecting calls of the country for the 
gm^l of, peace. HaVing promised here to await the 
airiv^ of our fellow-traveller, Mr. Threlfall, who, with 
the interpreter, had remainedbehind to Mfil an appoint- 
ment in town, we had the day before m for observalkMi. 
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The site of the fort (on the right bank of the Keiskamma) 
having been selected, and its buildings planned, by Colo- 
nel Wiltshire, who formerly commanded on the fron- 
tiers, the name of that gentleman has been given to it ; 
and troops are kept constantly stationed here, with the 
view of intercepting predatory bands of natives on their 
way into the colony in quest of booty. Being informed 
that a market would be held at the ford about ten 
o'clock, A. M., we repaired thitherto witness the scene, 
and to secure, if possible, an interview with some of the 
chiefs. On the opposite bank were assembled about 
two himdred natives ; who, upon the signal being given, 
instantly plunged into the river in crowds, without be- 
traying any symptom of fear whatever. Few if any 
of them came empty handed: some brought baskets 
filled with milk, others large sacks of corn ; scores of 
women came with pumpkins Upon their heads, or other- 
wise laden with bundles of Indian corn, just as it had 
been plucked from the stalk. The articles given by 
the soldiers in exchange for these things were, various 
coloured beads, buttons, brass wire, and old pieces of 
iron. This market was held every Monday morning, 
for the exclusive benefit of the garrison ; and no barter 
whatever for ivory or cattle was allowed. The whole 
was conducted with as much order as circumstances 
would admit ; and the moment all the various commodi- 
ties were disposed of, the bugle was again blown, and 
the noisy throng jovially retired to the opposite side 
of the stream ; where they immediately sat down in 
groups to re-coimt and examine the amount of their 
gains. 

Agreeably to invitation, we dined with Major R. and 
his fellow-officers ; and on making known our wish to 
preach to the people, he at once acceded, and ordered a 
large room to be prepared for the purpose. About two 
hundred persons assembled at the hour appointed. 
Several of these had, in former years, been members of 
different religious societies ; and many of them, from 
their own account, had long sat under the sound of a 
gospel ministry while in England. They were now, 
however, like sheep without a shepherd ; and had hot 
heard a sermon for some years. ' At the conclusion of 
divine service, I visited the hospital, and there saw 
several others of the same description. It is painful 
indeed thus to findi, in the very Imdars of a heatl^n 
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land, numbers of our own countr3nnen who are literally 
perishing for lack of knowledge. 

In the course of the evening two Dutch boon arrired, 
requesting the immediate aid of the soldiery, a number 
of cattle having been stolen from them by a party of 
Kaifers the preceding day. They likewise stated, that 
on their way to the fort they had intercepted a gang of 
those freebooters, who were driving before them about 
thirty oxen ; all of which they recq>tured, and shot 
two of the thieves. From these and other reports, it 
appeared quite evident that our path was beiet with 
considerable danger ; nevertheless, as Mr. T. and the 
interpreter had arrived, we resolved on proceeding early 
in the morning. Our next stage was to the Ghnmie, 
four or five-and-twenty miles farther northward, where 
-we arrived in the afternoon of Tuesday, tiie 6th ; and 
were heartily welcomed by our excellent friend, tiie 
Rev. J. Brownlee — as also by his colleagues, Messrs. 
Thompson and Bennie, who had but just before joined 
him from Scotland. Until they came, the former was 
the only missionary in Kafierland ; and by his zealous 
exertions much had been effected towards the improve* 
ment of the people around them. He at that time sus- 
tained the office of government agent, as well as that 
of missionary ; and had, in fact, estabhshed the station 
under the auspices and direction of the colonial gov- 
ernment. 

At this place, which derives its name from the neigh- 
bouring river, Mr. B. commenced his work in the month 
of June, 1820. The site is excellent, possessing numer- 
ous and very great advantages. The mission village 
stands at the foot of a high mountain, whose sides are 
beautifully covered with trees and shrubs of various 
kinds ; and whose deep chasms furnish a good su^^ly 
of superior timber. The water, pouring in abundance 
from the cliffs and precipices in front of the mountain, 
was led out by means of^ furrows and conduits, so as to 
render irrigation practicable to a considerable extent. 
Thirty-two square houses had been erected by the na- 
tives, according to a plan laid down by Mr. B. ; and to 
each of these was attached a small plot of garden- 

g round. The whole formed one long street; at the 
ead of which, on each side, stood the mission cottages ; 
and between them an excellent church has since been 
built. In the background there were about twenty. 
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eight huts, constructed ailer the manner of the natives: 
dwellings of this description were not allowed to form 
any part of the village plan ; and were therefore placed 
irregularly around the cattle-folds, where they served 
as a kind of guard by night. The number of inhabitants 
actually settled at the institution was upwards of t^wo 
hundred, inclusive of children ; and the population in 
the neighbourhood appeared to be considerable. The 
surrounding country is fine and very fertile, affording 
abundant pasturage for cattle, and possessing a soil that 
might be rendered exceedingly productive, if property 
cultivated. 

Thursday, Sih. — ^The mission-bell was, as usual, rung 
at sunrise, when the people immediately assembled for 
divine service. At the request of Mr. Brownlee I read 
a few verses of Scripture, and made two or three plsun 
explanatory remarks, which were interpreted by Tchad-* 
choo; he then concluded vnth prayer in the native 
tongue, and in an affecting manner implored the bless- 
ing of God upon his perishing countr3rmen. Being 
desirous of an interview with the chief, as well to ac- 
quaint him with our arrival in his territories as to ascer- 
tain his mind respecting our object, we despatched a 
messaffe to him expressly upon this subject. Little 
hope, however, could be entertained of his coming to 
see us, as he appeared to be labouring under consider- 
able apprehension and fear ; certain persons in author- 
ity having strangely attempted to seize and make him 
prisoner, a short *time previously. This measure was 
as injudicious as it was unsuccessful: and one that 
will not soon be forgotten. He immediately afterward 
retired into a sequestered spot, in the very heart of a 
dense forest, where he continued to spend the greater 
part of his time, and could rarely be induced to appear 
m public. 

Our messenger returned without seeing him, and 
hence brought us no reply ; we therefore determined 
on proceeding to his old residence, which he still occa- 
sionally visited, thinking we might ]3erchance find him 
there. Previously to starting m joined in prayer for 
Divine guidance ; human agency was acknowledgred 
before God as being very weaKness itself; and the 
abundant effusion of the Holy Spirit earnestly implored, 
in order to the prosperity of missionary effort. 

Our hoiaes were then saddled, and Mrs. Bfownlee 
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kindly replennhed each one's scrip witii pnmaions for 
the road. As we were all wholly unacquainted with 
the country, Mr. Bennie afforded us his services as 
g^ide, and thus superseded the necessity of our engagmg 
any other. The appearance of our little company, 
when fairly off, was somewhat odd ; and, to a European 
eye, amusing^. All Were dressed in jackets and trousers ; 
the latter were made of leather, and welerred on ac- 
count of their being proof against thorns and other 
prickly bashes through iiduch we had frequently to 
pass. Some wore straw hats, others fur caps ; one 
carried a fowling-piece, another a heavy musket ; while 
an extra horse bore our great-coats and sheep-skin 
blankets ; which constituted both beds and covermf for 
the night. 

fAtue more than half an hour's ride brought us to 
Oaika's habitation; but no chief was there. His son 
Mokomo, however, informed us that he fodiy expected 
him soon, in consequence of the message we had sent, 
and which had been promptly forwarded to him. Leav- 
ing information as to where we intended halting for the 
night, and promisihg to return as soon as we heard of 
the chiers arrival, we again proceeded. From hence 
we continued our journey for about two hours and a 
half, when, coming to an elbow of the great mountain 
chain, which here runs off in an eastertr direction, we 
found a small native village nearly deserted. The 
principal Of its inhabitants had gone with their herds to 
a distance ; on discovering which, we felt half- inclined 
to go forward to another Inirde, still farther on, wishing 
to ensure a prospect of communicating some Uttle in- 
struction durmg our stay. But having partly promised 
here to await the arrival of intelligence nrom Oaika, and 
being earnestly importuned by an' old native to alight 
and rest, we at length resolved on remaining. Ttie 
neighbouring hamlets were all speedily apprized of our 
arrival, so that an hour had scarcely elapsed before 
numbers came to see the strangers. On inquiring where 
we could sleep, our aged host silently pointed to his 
threshing-floor ; a smaB circular enclosure, surrounded 
'With poles and branches. A fire was immediately kin- 
dled for us ; and aromid this every one unceremomously 
crowded, drawing us, at the some tims, into conversa- 
^"^iipon various subjects. 
Tb6 value of a pious interpreter Is ineakulflhle, as h0 
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frequentty opens our way to ihe minds of j^ people in 
the most happy and successful manner; introducing 
subjects in the precise form and phraseology that is most 
likely to arrest their attention, and impress the heart. 
Of this we had a clear proof while squatted around our 
evening fire. Tchadchoo, being a Kaffer himself, and 
experimentally acquainted with divine things, soon be- 
gan to testify of these things to the sable visiters. His 
conversation with them ffave rise to a number of inter- 
esting questions, all of which were proposed with 
becoming seriousness. There was no chief present, 
and hence every one spc^e with the utmost freedom. 
The presence of their rulers oft4imes induces a kind 
of reserve in the lower orders, which altogether prevents 
our getting at their real sentiments. At the conclusion 
of a brief address, delivered with the utmost plaiibiess 
and simplicity, all were requested to kneel before Jeho- 
vah,. Maker of heaven and earth, and to keep silence 
while prayer was made unto him ; which was strictly 
attended to. Amid the stillness of the desert, and the 
darkness of night, this little group bowed with their 
faces on the earth ; and the solemn echo of rocks and 
glens only seemed to vie with the voice of supplica- 
tion, while our petitions ascended heavenward on their 
behalf. 

The following conversation tjien took place, in the 
hearing of all present : — 

" It appears, then," said one of the natives, " that God 
requires men to pray all their lives, even to death : now 
this is too hard. If the Almighty would be satisfied with 
two or three days' praying, that might be done ; but to 
pray aU our lives is too hard." 

Missionary,— Those who pray sincerely will soon 
find that it is not a hard work, but pleasing and delight- 
ful. A child finds it very difficult at first to attempt 
walking, but it soon takes grea^t delight in running 
about. 

Kaffer. — I am now growing old : I have lived long in 
the world, without God ; therefore it is of no use for me 
to change now. 

M. — You should consider it a mercy that now, at the 
latter end of your life, G^Dd has sent his Word to you : 
the older you are,> the more reason there is for you to 
change, because you must sopn appear before "the 
Judgment-seat of Christ/' 
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X. — ^But yoti say God is almighty, and can do all 
things : why docs he not change me at once himself, 
without sending teachers to tell me what I must be ? 

M. — God is truly almighty, but he uses means to effect 
what he designs. It is the same with the soul as witii 
the body: he could give us bread from heaven; but 
every one knows that ho does not do so. Your women 
have first to dig the earth, and plant, and sow the seed ; 
and then he sends rain upon it, whereby the corn and 
pumpkins are made to grow, and become food. Even 
80 it is in spiritual things. God sends teachers to pro- 
claim his word : this you must hear and believe : repent 
of your sins, and pray that he will save you. Fear the 
Lord, and renounce the service of Satan, who leads you 
on in, sin, in order to destroy you for ever, v 

iTw^But why does not God change Satan first ? We 
are told that he is very wicked : and I know that he 
troubles me, and pushes me on to bad things. Why 
then does not God first convert him % 

M, — Satan was the first sinner: no person tempted 
him ; and as he sinned without being tempted, God cast 
him into hell, where he must remain for ever. God will 
not have mercy on him : but upon man it bath pleased 
him to have pify ; yea, him hath he loved, and given his 
only-begotten Son to die for us ; so that " whosoever 
beheveth shall not perish, but have everlasting life." 

Here the subject of redemption by Christ was en- 
larged upon, and the conversation ended. His com- 
panions and prompters seemed highly delighted when 
they tho\]^t he had asked any question that was likely 
to puzzle us ; >md some of them certainly evinced more 
than ordinary shrewdness. We had, however, mote than 
once, the satisfaction of hearing Tchadchoo, after inter- 
preting some of our replies, exclaim, Nu is hij starn^ 
" Now is he dumb ;" sigmfying, that his objections were 
silenced. From the whole, a much greater degree of 
acuteness and skepticism was apparent than we had 
expected to find, among this wild and untutored race 

At the conclusion of this dialogue, the head man of 
the hamlet arose, and made an animated oration of some 
length, in opposition to the skeptical ar^ments of the 
one that had just sat down. He maintamed that every 
thing around him, mountains, rivers, grass, cattle, and 
even his tn^^ubu, " beast-skin garment," proved the truth 
of what had been said respecting the being of a God i 
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that God had sent t^t^yndu into the land, to teachii 
inhabitants; and that it was, therefore, their dutjrl 
receive and hear them. '* If even a child," said 1m^ 
'* were to call oat to us, as we passed a khof, or ' bo^' 
and bc^ to tell us any thing respecting Jehovah, oogtt 
we not to stop and listen t How much more then wtaj 
white men come from a distant land, for this expres 
purpose ! The word of the missionaries,'' added be, 
*< oug^t to be received without disputation ;" and, i^ 
dressing the man who had been contending with as,b 
observ^, ** You admit that you know nothing ; why then 
cavil at the great Word t These men you know to be 
much superior to you ; they know more ; and they cone 
with God's Word in their hands !" All this was eiq)re8seii 
with so much force, and natural eloquence, that eveiy 
one listened with tiie greatest attention, and soon after- 
ward, quietly rising firom their seats, walked off to tba 
respective homes. As it was now getting late, we pis' 
pared to make the best of our uncovered lodgings, by m 
means the most comfortable, during a dark, cold niglit 
Committing ourselves, however, to the providence o( 
Him whose '' eyelids neither slumber nor rieep," v( 
wrapped oar great-coats about us, as the Highlander 
does his plaid, and made the saddles serve as si&titates 
for pillows. 

Friday y 9/A. — ^We waited some hours, hofMng to hear 
something respecting the chief; but no messenger 
^)pearing, it was unammously determined that we show 
proceed as far as old Captain Tchadchoo's [dace of res* 
dence, at least* Although the ride was comparatireh 
short, we passed several small villages; out of whidi 
the natives, men, women, and children, came running^ 
meet us, in crowds. Their clamour for beads and bat' 
tons, &c. was intolerable : no miser was ever more 
eager for gold. Some begged, and others wished to 
barter ; bringing with them abundance of milk and com 
for sale. 

Soon after twelve o'clock we arrived at the old cap* 
tain's dwelling, and, to our great mortification, learned 
tluit Gaikahad left it a few hours previously. Here we 
found fifty or sixty great stout fellows busily employed 
in cutting up an ox which they had just slaughtered, and 
parts of which were already upon the fire. When we 
entered the fold, all became mute, and for some minute* 
stood silently gazing i^u each other, until at length 
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tfae old man, recoff^wmg hk soq m the inteipret^, 
arose to wekome him ; upon which, all present fo&owcMl 
his example, and gave us the hand in U^en of friends 
ship. 

Young Tchadchoo was committed, by his aged father, 
to the care of the late Dr. Vanderkemp, who eni^av* 
oured to commence a mission among this people in 
1799 ; and who, after encountering many chflculties and 
hardships in the attempt, sigain returned to the colony. 
He is now an hcmour to his patron, and likewise to aU 
who have had the care of him since Dr. Vandericemp's 
death ; being truly pious, and sMe both to read and 
write. 

Having no better place, we took up our abode under 
the thorn hedge enclosing their corn-lands, whither a 
present was sent us by the chief, consisting of about 
twenty pounds of beef; but as it had been rolled about 
among the dirt of the cattle-fold (a custom by no means 
uncommon) its appearance was, of course, far from 
tempting. The people were here much more rude and 
dissipated than those with whom we had spent the pre- 
ceding evening: to arrest their attention, or to keep 
silence during the time of divine service, was almost 
impossible. This, in all probability, was owin^ to their 
bemg at a much greater distance from the missionary 
institution, and consequently altogether unaccustomed 
to such exercises. The following moaning found us 
still in. a state of considerable perplexity ; wishftd to 
proceed right through the country as far as the coast, 
but doubtM as to the propriety or eVen safety of such a 
step, -since we had not yet seen the chief. After mature 
deliberation, it was deemed most advisable to return ; 
but, when about ts^ing leave of our aged host, a num- 
ber of natives came up, driving before them several 
young cows and oxen, which they desired us to pur- 
chase. This we declined, and at the same time ex- 
plained to them the difference there is between a mer- 
chant and a missionary. The remotest resemblance of 
the former cannot be too cautiously guarded against by 
the latter, as it would inevitably be most baneful in its 
influence upon his own mind, and more especially upon 
that of the people ; besides which there are those who 
would gladly avail themselves of such a circumstance 
for the imrpose of charging upon him secular rather 
than spiritual views, and of hereby traducing the char- 
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acter of Christian missioiis. Instances are happiljr rare 
of any thinff like just occasion for such accusations : 
0|^e, and omy one, Occurs to my recollection, which 
was attended with consequences the most lamentable, 
and which I shall therefore here mention as a warning 
to all whom circumstances may endanger. 

Among the missionaries who first visited the interior 
of Southern Africa was a Mr. , who at one time dis- 
tinguished himself by more than ordinary zeal, and who 
was accompanied on his mission by a half-caste native, 
well disposed, and apparently calculated to be usefoL 
These two stationed themselves within a short distance 
of the residence of one of the principal chieftains, who, 
like many others, was manifestly more anxious to have 
traders than teachers settled among his people. They 

had not been there long before Mr. seems to have 

sunk amid the difficulties of his task; and concluded 
that the ignorance, s^athy, and heathenism of the mid- 
titudes around him were such as to render their con- 
version entirely hopeless. From a regular assembling 
therefore of such as were willing to hear, he gradually 
relaxed his efforts, and merely preached to those th^ 
happened occasionally to fall m his way, so that the 
grand errand on which he had been sent soon became a 
secondary object. Traffic now presented prospects of 
an alluring description, but was at first resorted to under 
the plausible pretext of bringing the people together 
for instruction.* At this point, however, it did not stand 
long ; for as numbers repaired to their place of encamp- 
ment daily with ivory, uuns, and natural curiosities for 
sale, his attention, as well as that of the assistant, was 
at length wholly engrossed. The former becoming 
jealous of his companion, whose influence among the 
natives was considerable, a separation took place, upon 
which each set up a distinct trading establislunent some 
miles apart. Mr. — — , being somewhat acquainted with 
the art of working in iron, then contrived to ingratiate 
himself with the people by doing various little jobs for 
•them, such as repairing their spears, sharpening their 
battle-axes, &c., which enabled him in a great measure 
to monopolize the trade. 

Thus did this unhappy man apostatize himself, and 
moreover prove the instrument of ruin to his half-en- 
lightened companion, who was ultimately assassinated 
^y his own servant After returning from one of his 
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journeys to the colony, whither he had been with ele« 
phants^ tusks, &c. for sale, a native, who had accom- 
panied him, and whose services he had refused to reward 
according to promise, became infuriate, and determined 
on taking his master's life. For this purpose, he placed 
himself in ambush early one morning, and when poor 
C , according to general custom, was going to look 
at the herd, he discharged at him the contents of his 

musket, which laid him lifeless at the fold*gate ! Mr. , 

indeed, who, as might be expected, soon afterward 
deserted the mission field altogether, still survives; 
but is a professed infidel, and appears to be given up 
to extraordinary hardness of heart, and to a completely 
reprobate mind, insomuch that he ridicules the very 
idea of religion ! 

The inha3>itants of one of the hamlets, who annoyed 
tts exceedingly when passing there, before, coming out 
with lances and clubs, which they brandished about in 
aterhfic manner, now behaved themselves much more 
agreeably ; and it is worthy of remark, that wherever 
we came, our character as missionaries was no sooner 
announced than a degree of confidence immediately 
displayed itself. AU seemed as if impressed with a 
conviction that they had nothing to fear from those who 
proclaimed " glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men." About two o^clock, 
P. M., we reached the residence of Mokomo, who in- 
formed us that his father had arrived, and was then at 
his own dwelling, about half a mile distant. Agreeably 
to our request, hd gave us a guide to the spot : and after 
leading us across the Chumie river, and through the 
forest on its banks, the latter brought us into a kind of 
recess among the hills. Here we found the celebrated 
Gaika sitting, or rather reclining, on the ground, sur- 
rounded by a number of his counsellors. He imme- 
diately arose to shake hands with us, and having told us 
to unsaddle, again threw himself upon the grass. On 
his left sat one of his chief captains, whose neck was 
ornamented with a seal atd chains, and on whose bosom 
he leaned in true oriental style. 

Having taken our seats in front of him, we waited for 
some time without proposing any question whatever, 
agreeably to the advice of Tchadchoo. During this 
interval,' which he occupied in conversation with his 
tnen, we had an opportunity for attentively observing 
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his penon. He was not Terr t^, as repres^xted bf 
some, but a good-looking and w^proportioned num. 
ArfHmd his head was a narrow band, studded with wrhite 
and black beads, disposed in such a manner as to form 
the shape of diamonds or triangles. His ingaboo, or 
robe, was made of panthers' skins ; and from its appear- 
ance seemed to have long formed a royal garment. Like 
aU his male subjects, he had no other dress or covering 
whatever ; and this was but carelessly thrown over his 
shoulders. His right forearm was in a great measure 
covered with metal rings, as were also the two thnmbs 
and third fliers of each hand with brass rings, that had 
been presented to him by different visiters. On one of 
these was inscribed the word ** Hope ;" but the^ vrearer 
was, I fear, any thing but a hopeful character. He was 
evidently capable of assuming a very majestic air ; and 
his appearance at first sight was somewlmt prepossess- 
ing. His carriage »nong his subjects was such as to 
produce the most servile reverence ; and, with the exceip- 
tion of a favoured few, all were kept at a very respect- 
ful distance. 

After keeping us waiting for a considerable time, 
which was evidently done with the view of increasing 
his importance, rather than from the urgency of any 
business that he had in hand, he abruptly turned round 
and asked, "What news have you brought? whence 
come ye t whither are ^ou bound t and what object are 
you pursuing t" all which are the usual inquiries of a 
Kaffer on his first meeting a stranger. In replying 
thereto, we informed him, that having obtained the 
governor's leave to visit his country, we were desirous 
of knowing his mind respecting the establishment of a 
mission among some of the clans near the sea ; that 
our design was to proceed direct to the coast ; but not 
having succeeded in obtaining an interview virith him 
on our first arrival, we had now returned for that pur- 

gose. With all this he seemed to be perfectly satisfied ; 
ut instead of giving us any answer, he broke away from 
the subject altogeUier, saying, " And what about the 
colony t" This question put us in a strait, not know- 
ing exactly what kind of mtelliffence he wanted, nor, 
indeed, what information it would be prudent to com- 
municate to him. We were, however, relieved, on 
finding that a detail of some trifling occurrences ifiiuch 
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we ^ahoui d iloi pliierwise have tiiovgirt wwth BieiiCi<m- 
inff, lidly MttiAfied him ou flilft head. 

He tlm[i.ifisbed to know whstsews wehad Mtpediaf 

Bxi^and r upon which, after stating a ifow cireamataiicaa 

of g^eneral lateitRBt, we took occasionyto describe thm 

great cliaages'Which^Chdstiatiify was eff^tiiur in difiw« 

ent parts of the wortd, iidormuMg him th^ Kiags like 

nnto himself, tojrether with the whole of th^ P^opl^t 

inhabtitipg- certam islands in the U lu wmt kU [sea] bad 

been thereby iodaeed to renomice their heatheniali 

cnstoiyis, ieuid were conse^iuently rendered peaceihl and 

baf>py . ^' Yes," said he, *' when meb receire the Wovi 

of Qod and become Christians, I know it will make 

thmn happy, and wars will cease. Bat I am afraid thai 

will never be the case with the Kaiera: they are too 

slim" (9ly or cunning), pErobobly meaning that they 

were too wise to be imposed upon- by oar religkxM 

fables. 

His laat inqoiry^ and the one in which he evinced moat 

interest^ was respecting one Lynx, a Kaffer of considWii 

able celebrity, w1m> was taken prisoner at the close of 

the colonial war with the frontier tribes. This man 

srochum^ himself as a profriiet, and vras held in vefy 

hig^ estimatipn thronghout Kaflfefiand. Robin Island 

was the.i^ppointed (dace of his captivity, from whence 

he endeavoured toeffisct hild eaca^ along with several 

other convr^ in '1890, and pendied in* the attempt. 

The boat in whi^h they essaijred to cross TaUe m^ 

upset or f(Hmdered) usd all were lost ^ing in Cape 

Town at the time this circumstance occonred, snd whea 

the corpjse of Lynx was Ihrown out apon the beach, I 

was enabled to speak pomtively respecting the whole 

^ff^. Gaika, however, smiled at the idea of his beia|^ 

drowned ;" and from his manner, It was clear that ha 

^^emed jthis ntterfy impossible. Previotisly to his being 

hd^eo, the ^netender boldly affirmed that whatever 

power or force m%ht. h6 employed a|^nst him, or 

l^raver the white people might take hint to, it would 

he of ao acvall, as tl|ey coi(dd not possibly detain hiai} 

bat that after all he should most certainly retmn to his 

oivn cotaihnraad kinclfed ««ain. To the accomplish- 

"^ of this {NBO^eoy his cOanhrymea Wok fbrward 

^^the most 'uofiioki ooafideace. Hende all that w^ 

■uo^ this sulqetft was eridently regarded as a fabuk^ 

>my, invented ibr theiir/ 

C 



' HaTing given tliedmfatt the informalkm 1^6 
to require, we again Temindetl him of the maia question^ 
l^Km which he stated that the whole of his amapaJkati^ 
or ** council," must be assemUed before he could decide 
upon it. We now suspected that he was about to pei^ 
ptex us ; but on requesting him to call his couDcil to>^ 

f ether as speedily as pdsslUe, the day being for spent/ 
e immediately withdrew in company with seyeral of 
his chief captains, which induced a hope that the busi^ 
ness was in train, and that it would soon be brought to 
ft SjM^isfactory close. Hi^ying eaten titlte all day,^we 
wailed ourselves of this opportunity to take ^ome re^ 
freshnient ; and seeing- one of his concubities busily 
engaged not far from where we sat in preparing a p^ 
of com, we entreated her to sell us a portion, which she 
did. As^ the dish consisted simply of boiled grain, we 
mixed a small quantity of sugar with it, to render it 
somewhat more palatable : this improvement instantly 
eaught the eye of the chief, who unceremoniously left 
his companions, and came, begging^ hke a child, that 
we would give him some to put in his mes& 

Some time hating elapsed, during which he had beea 
fully engaged in conference with those around Imn, we 
again ventured to ask whether he had come to any 
determination; but he very indifferently waived thJe 
question, sa3ing many of his counsellors were still 
absent. In a few minutes afterward, however, he calted 
the interpreter aside, and desired him to teU us that he 
must first know what kind of presents we had brought be* 
fore he could give us an answer. This request being com- 
plied with, he wished to see them, and earnestly b^^ged 
that we would carry them to him with the utmost privacy. 
That we might be the bett^ able to do this, he ivaiked 
carelessly on to the brow of the hill on which his ham* 
let stood, and there hid hifnself from pi^c view. His 
object herein was, to conceal from his people whatever 
he might receive at our hands, lest, by their importu* 
nity (which is a source of perpetual amioyatice to the 
chiefe as well as to visite|r8), they shoidd ifeary him 
out of them. ' ; 

•' Eivery shade of dignity, and aM snipeeyance of great- 
ness, was now entirely thrown ieuiide ; and in this saMe 
fider (sometimes deagnated king) we found a lying, 
MMrdid, avaricious, and b^fgarly wreHchi All that we 
could present appeased to leaire him dissatiaftad* 1^ 
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q[«iftlity of the g^ was higUtjr extolled, but the quantity 
iMraS *' not worth acceptance ;'* and while this royal men* 
<lieant was exclaiming against us as mean and niggardl^^ 
'^irith a view of extorting something more, one of hi* 
-virirves) who had made bold to join our company, turned 
tlnief in the very midst of us, and managed, with shaiper- 
iilce dexterity, to steal an excellent silk handkercnief 
tyelonging to Mr. Threlfall. While he was.busilv en- 
^SL^ed she drew it out of his pocket, and got completely 
oif with it ere we were awar^. 

The fellow now informed 119 that he should not Im 
able to decide upon the matter in question so soon 8» 
-mre wished ; but would send us a final answer to the 
mission village the following morning. We tvBreupon 
intimated that it would be.the.Lord^s day, and that, if 
He would assemble his people, we would gladly retum- 
and preach to them. To this, he instantly aeceded with 
apparent pleasi^re. W^e therefore saddled our horses 
and bade hmi 'good-night, rejoicing in the opportunity 
thus secured (as we thought) of ixfaming those black 
courtiers ahd their sovereign to ** flee from the .wratk 
to come.'* But, alasl the whole tended only to discover 
more fully their wickedness and duplicity ;. for Scarcely 
had we been riding a quarter of an hour, before a mes- 
senger cahne post-haste after us, stating thflt Gaika 
could liot be seen the following morning, as he was just 
about commencing a journey. . 

Sunday, the 11 M, was spent at Chumie, the only plac« 
in ^l kafferland, taken in its utmost length and breadth* 
Sit which the Sabbath of the Lord was kept, or even 
acknowledged! An old thatched house wassetapaii 
as the sanc&iary, and crowded to excess with half-naked 
pagans both morning and evening. No sooner had the 
befi begun f to nngf umn men, women, and children ap- 
peared, by their %outs, to give echo to its sound from 
hut to hut, nntil all were on the move towards the 
inhlukiBt tirion), ''house of God.'* Brother S. and I 
preached to them at the request of Bir. B., throus^ the 
dull meditun, as usual, of intermretation. Several were 
ebliged to stand outside on both occasions ; and the coi^ 
gregation within presented a sight at once ngv^ imd iuh 
terestiilg.' Some sat on the ground ; ethers on stonee^ 
brought for the purpose ; and a third class on pieces ot 
plu&, raised above a foot from the floor. 1 coukL nof 
pot reflialrk that every one seemed'ta know his owe 

" C3 



place, and repaired to it with as no^ order as im oIn 
•enrable among the regular hear^ra in one of our chap^ 
wh^i going to their family pewa. A marked serioiis- 
iless and deconim were manifest throughout the whole 
audience during the time of dirine service. .In the 
singing, all present, eren to the children, joined most 
hesurtilj. Their concluding hymn is said to have be^^ 
composed by a fiative chief, who was convert^ to 
Christianity through the inskumentality of the kite Mr. 
Williams, of the London Missionary Society ; and was 
Mng to a native air, remaricable for its plaintiveness and 
itoplicity. In the afternoon* they were publicly cate- 
chised respecting what they had heard in the morning; 
and it is evident that a few had been meditating upon 
the word spoken. When circumstances enable them 
to lay aside their beast-skin mantles and procure decent 
dolhes, their sotemn assemblies will assuip^ a still 
more pleasing aspect 

At the conclusion of the moniing s^rmouy and when 
ttie congregation had withdrawn, we found two of the 
ohief 's servants standing at the door, winch induced us 
to ask whither their master was gone. , Th^y were evi- 
dently surprised at the. question, until informed of the 
reason for our asking it, and of 'the message that hani, 
been sent s^er us the preceding evening, at which they 
lauffhed heartily; and, by their manner, ffave us to 
understand that this was only one of Gaika^s tricks. 
^Jtle is," «aid they, '* where you saw him, and has not 
been absent s^ all." They then showed us a fat cow 
and an elephant's tusk, which he had senty^requestic^ 
fliat we would ^end him aquantity of beads in exchange 
for them. We desired them to return, and inform him 
that we had no need of any thing of tiie kind ; that it 
wkB the Lord's day, and therefore not a day for, inS^ ; 
f^at we were not traders, but mksionaries; that we 
wished to know why he had acted ih the manner he had 
done ; and, finalljr, when and where he would oblige us 
by another interview. 

When about bending our course homeward the follow^ 
hig tnorning, a messenger arrived, stating that the chief 
desifed to see us. We immediately compiled with the 
request, hqping that' things had now talfen a more Ik- 
Tourabletum; and were not herein dissqi^inted. Oitf 
ttrooping spirits were cheered ; a^ eve^ Ihisff arooad 
•eemed to assiHiie a veviving jai^>e<bt. Tb» path led over 
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geit% rii^ IuHs, and gave tis a d^ligfatftil Ti«w af ttii 
pictures<(liie yi^eys below : the weather was fine, thoiM^ 
somewKat coM ; aoid the giistening mow on the pe«b 
ofdist^t mauntains forcibly reminded ns of '^homei 
8T«reetliome.^ We were damoroiisly greeted by notiK 
foers* of natives; male and female, whom we passed, cm 
their way to tl^e institution, .laden iifith pompuDS, coin^ 
and milk, for sale. Bassada^ bassaala ('^Give, gire ut 
a present"), accompanied every salute. 

On our arrival at Gaika's residence, we'were told that 
l]ie was still asle^ in his hut; havingibeen engaMl in 
one of 14$ nocturnal revels ; like the great aiid n<Hile of 
other lands, he was turning day into night. We there- 
fore took a stroll intathe cattle^-fbld, where his servants 
were preparing to kiU a fat cow ; this gave us an oppor« 
tanity of observing their cruel and indescribably wt^ 
bstrous mode of slaughtering.' Their first objedt is t# 
entangle the 'ahimal; by means of strong thongs dex« 
terously cast and drawn about the legs ; it is hereby 
ahnost Instantly thrown 'down, and bound fast. Jua 
incision is then made with the umkonto, Or spear, a llttla 
below th6 breast ; and a strong muscular rellow fero* 
cious{y thrusts in his axm, and savagely gra^w " life's 
brittle thread." Having laid firm hold of the parts im* 
mediately connected with the seat of vitality, by a sod* 
den and shocking wrench he breaks the ^t^iA Medtuni 
of communication between the heart and head. The 
thongd are then unloosed ; and the poor beast is left 
fully at liberty to struggle in agony the most dreaM^ 
It not unfifequehtly rises from the ground, and stands 
tottering with part of the bowels hanging out, until the 
gur|;ling current has inwardly expended itself, when it 
again dirops, and expires. The apathy with which this 
bortid sight is witnessed by the crowd furnishes another 
awful proof of the natural c^ousness of the humah 
heart. 

Before this business was finished the chief made his 
8{>pearance; and two of his sons sdso arrived, together 
with several of his men, all atined in the Usual manner. 
After shaking hands with i^ch of us, he began by saying 
the women had told him, that he had behaved in a verv 
mibecoming manner to waixis us. ' "They told me so," 
i^d h'e, " so 1 hope you will, forgive me, seeing I have 
now made my confession." In reply, we gave him to 
understand that- the best way* in which be could iMi# 



for to imfrieficUy n meaauro wmdd be by f«voaiiii|^ m 
with a apeedy and satisfactory answer to the question 
|>ropo8ed to him at our .last interview. For a wbilb he 
strove to evade the point, by a number of frivolous in- 
quiri^ and irrelevant remaiks ; pretending he should be 
fflad if we could remain all .day with him ; a^ecting to 
A^l much when called to decide iu such matters ; kreatty 
magnifying the importance of his situation; and, as u 
to annoy us, ever and aAon ran off from, the business 
altogether, and entered into conversation with one or 
other of hisi men respecting circumstances of the most 
trivial nature. It now.becaiqe obvious that our project 
had aroused his jealousy, apd that he was fearftil lest 
the establishment of a mission with any of the other 
Asians should tend to lessen his influence, or render them 
more independent. At length, however, as. if cKm- 
strained in spite of himself, he signified his approval of 
our wish to visit Pato, or Kongt> ; and intimated, that if 
we found, them agreeable, he thought the$e could be no 
other obstacle to prevent the accompUshment of our 
object. That closed our suit at the court of this ca- 
pncious monarch; to whom we immediately bade 
adieu, and rode off as speedily as possible, not ^ving 
him time to alter his decision. '^ > 

The missionary brethren from Chumie accompanied 
«8 i^early to the residence of Makooa, where we parted; 
they returned hoipe, and we pursued our course, follow- 
ing a route somewhat different from that by which we 
entered Kafferland. Being both hungry ana thirsty, we 
stopped at one of the hamlets in our way, and with five 
or SIX buttons procured a basket or two of sour milk, 
which furnished us with a refreshing meal. . Just as the 
sun disappeared we came to a fin^ fountain, and there 
halted. As usual, the grass was our bed, and the sad- 
dles our pillows,, while 9ie spreading branches of a laree 
tree served, in somedegree, to shelter us from the cJuU- 
ing dews of night. Being now iil-an unoccupied part of 
the country, our fires were kept burning, as well for pro- 
tection as comfort ; and <iur repose was undisturbed, 
excepting by the shrill screams of the jackal, which 
occasionally awoke .u8» ^ 

Soon after leaving this plaqe the following morning, I 
experienced a remarkable interposition of Divine Provi. 
dence^ whidi I cannot but record with sincere and heart, 
lidt gmtitude to Ahnigbty God. Wheu op full gallop 



tluroogk a bnaiiTir valley, net to from Fmrt Wfltdiire, ittjr 

iiotse suddeBljr.ptoiured into a deep pit that had been dm 

by the xiativet, for &e purpose of ^nananag game, fi 

«vra9 completely (Concealed from Tiew by the faig^ graaa 

which grew areimd it, n6 that-the danger could not poa- 

sibly he perceived uiilal one had airlTed upon its verga. 

The tremendous manner in which the horae came down 

threw me, not only ^ov^ his head, but entiirely aeroaa the 

pit-; and in hia struggle to get out the girUis both broke, 

which enabled him to diaburden himself of the saddle 

also. The violence of the shock, together with a blow 

. from the hoDie's foot on one aide of my head, left nne 

almost senseless and altogether helpleaa, until oppor^ 

tunely aided \fy the in^rpieier. The common practice 

6f .the Kafibrs, as also of other elasse» of natives, is to 

ix a sharp-pointed post in the centre of 'Uiese holee, 

designed and calcvoated to effect a deadly wound ia 

whatever may fall upon it. Happily the post was not 

standing, or the poor beast must have been kitted on the 

qpot. Instances have ocewrred^in diflbrent parts of the 

country in which both horses and riders have perished 

in this awfid manaer ; hence theutmost caution is abso^ 

lutely necessary when riding in mere game paths, or 

Jth]rough those parts that have not been much traversed 
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Xaffer depredstions at Bathurtt— Ilhcit traffic with the nat hw ■ 
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lifhed. 

, BuBWG the year 1623, Uie marauding incursions of 
w6 natives led to the adoption of desperate measures. 
About the month of June a band of them made their ap- 
pearance near BaUihrat ; and, availing themselves of the 
^nuavoorible state of the weather, which was wet and 
cold, and which had induced negtigenceon the part of 
w hei^Qrs, drove off a munber. of cattle belonging 1# 



JWlmm uMvridwla. Thffy ^mere ^Bcm^m^ im tiMr Mt 
Vj a person who hapi^ca to be 6«t in search ai his 
.}iorse, and who stirove to make them refoqvislL their 
4H>oil. $o fa)r, hoveyer, were they from heugr intinv- 
.iiied by hi» eodearoais, thai ther turned round and 
Sursiied him/ HeJKpe,Jbe was imder tiie ne^esBityef 
roffectioghis^^e^pe with aUpoaaible speed. ' 

On his reaching the iriUage and repc^n^ the c iic— 
.stance, two <Mr three small parties were hi8taBitl3r armei 
and sent off in different durections. But long er^ they 
«ould get to the spot whence the herd had been takes, 
the plunderer had secured thenttelves hf tiie thick^ 
whither it was peri)ou9 Ut the extreme to follow- tliem. 
A despatch was forwarded withoutdelaj to the ccMnmand- 
Ug, officer: at Kaffi»r thrift, the nearest military statioa, 
,ia£9rming him of what had taken plaoe, and soticiitng his 
«id. He conseqneofttly sent fcirthdetactoents of sb]£«B 
jalahg the, bai^ of the Pish River, with orders to ^^e 
themselves in ambush at the different areniies throunb 
which the jr(^M>er8 mufetift^sesfar^ pass in returning to 
itheir own country* By these 4neans tiiey were eifecte- 
aUy intercepted;, and atone of'the foiilssix or eight of 
th^m feQ under the bells of the tveops^ who thus sne- 
0eeded in recapturing tiie^^vi^i^ of ^e, cattle.. Stash 
was the manner in which numbers of those poor crea- 
tures carelessly hazarded their lives for the .sake of an 
ox ; and such the awiul manner in which hundreds of 
them .have been hurled into etei:nity amid heathenish 
darkness ! 

It may, however, b^ observed^ that the untutored 
Kaffer was not the only person who, at this period, pat 
himself in danger foi: the sake of iUicit gain. Notwith- 
standing the most positive proliibition^ the wisdom of 
which was certainly questionable, of all commercial 
intercourse with the tribes, a clandestine traffic was 
earried on b^ some of the colonists, at the imminent 
risk of their lives., In order to elude the various patrols 
which were constantly trayersing the frontier line, these 
i^nial^ made their way throaghthe woods into the 
nativeterritory by nig^ r ^od thus, fool-hardily, thre# 
themselves in: the way of both wOd beM* and savage 
meir. The fdlqwing distressing and mdancholy occur« 
irence sufloiently shows What perii'attead^ the proceed* 
ings of this class of adv^DituretfS^ many of whom mast 
inelritaUir have shared aaeqnaUy^ awAil fote, )»4 the 
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been Inlf m blood-tiiksty as •ome hsre repre- 
sented him to be. 

Mr. ^ whose locationwasnear the Fish River, and 

not far from one of its mnciiMd fords, bad for some time 
been in the habit of trading with the natives for ivory and 
cattle. Having providentially escaped the dangers that 
bespt his path from time to time, he had become hardened 
in his pi2rsiut,and apparently heedless as to conseqaencea* 
although the law threatened him with its heaviest peqal- 
ties* Violence, however, at length overtook him ; for 
while plodding homeward through the bushy glens and 
dismal ravines which bound the above-mentioned river« 
a company of natives met, and made an attack upon him. 
It is more than probable that their oliyect was merely to 
rob him : but meeting with resistance, a combat ensued ; 
and having no protection, or any assistance whatever* 
the unhappy man Was overpowered and killed on the 
spot ! His mangled remains were brought to Graham^s 
Town for interment, on the twenty-fifth of June, fol- 
lowed by a distracted widow, and seven poor children! 
While these events were regarded with apathy by 
some,- and with vengeful feelings by others, who loudly 
clamoured for Xhe utter extirpation of the blacks alto- 
gether, by the tnissuonary they could not but be viewed 
as 80 many additioilal proofs of their crving need of the 
gospel. We had some time previously meniorialized 
his excellency the governor for permission to com- 
mence out projected mission with the clans of Pato and 
Kongo, and had the pleasure of receiving a favourable 
reply to our petition, shortly after, these lamentable oc- 
currences took place. This we hailed as the presage 
of a more peaceful era ; and about the middle of No- 
vember folfowiiig, my exceUent coadjutor went to begin 
the mission, accompanied by a pious artisan from Albany, 
who was engaged to take charge of its secular affairs. 
Scarcely had a month elapsed after their departure, 
before the Rev. Mr. Ross, of the Glasgow Missionary 
Society, arrived ; destined to the same important field. 
Thus was the. number of labourers speedily ^increased ; 
and the means of enlightening those dark lands happily 
multiplied. 

It now became fully evident that missionary influence 
^''^the CTand insjtrument designed by Divine Providence 
for l»reaking down the numerous barriers which enmit]^ 
prejudice, and fear had from tiilie to time set up between 

C3 
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the coV>oist and his sable neighbouis. The r eBp e ctiis 
chiefs hereby began to gain confidonce^ whic)i Iiad in t 
^eat measure been destroyed by mutual hostilities, by 
a rigid system of non-intercourse, and by the goyemor's 
Ibrmal recognition of Gaika as sole representative of 
Caffraria; than which no measure could have been more 
inconsistent with the ii^terual government of the natives, 
or more calculated to promote jealousies and strife among 
the different tribes. 

Soon after the estabUshment of our mission with 
Pato, the old chief S'Lhambi (for whose head a large 
sum had been repeatedly offered) consented, ^ did also 
several other minor chiefs, to mjeet the commandant of 
the frontiers, on the banks of the Keiskamma, to confer 
upon certain matters of importance, both to the colony 
and the Kaffer territories, provided the missionary 
would accompany them. And in the latter end of April 
Kongo ventured to visit Graham's Town, accompanied 
by a smaU party of his men. He had previously ob- 
tained leave for this purpose from Major S. ; and was, I 
beUeve, the first gaffer chief that had visited the settle- 
ment since its establishment — or, indeed, since the ces- 
sation of war. They came without a single weapon, 
no man having in his hand so much as an assagai, or 
spear ; without whicl^ they seldom or ever move a mile, 
even to visit their friends. This, therefore, furnished 
a singular and striking proof of their full confidence in 
the uiendlv disposition of their new. neighbours, al- 
though wen aWare of the numerous injuries sustained 
by many of the latter from the predatory incursions of 
their countrymen. These shre>Yd men manifestly drew a 
▼ery marked distinction between the old colonists and the 
English : towards the former they appeared to induce 
«n inveterate antipathyf grounded on the unrighteous 
acts of former days. 

On their arrival they came direct to the mission- 
house; and expressed themselves as being perfectly 
ai.hohie, and quite ccmfident Qf all necessary protection. 
Upon going round and viewing the face of the country, 
every one stood astouhded at the alterations that, had 
taken pkee since they themselves occupied it ; which, 
to use their own words, " was but i?o&— yesterday.** 
"The town seemed to be regarded by them as a \ind of 
tnagical production ; none could conceive how it was 
|>ossible for houses so large and 8ift)Stantial to have 
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%een er€fct6d,iii the ordinary way, within so short « 
3>enod. Our new chapel excited in their minds no 
small degree of cariosity. Being informed that the gal- 
lery and pulpit, &c. (which had l^en painted just before) 
were made from the tiQiber of the forest, they expressed 
doubts ; '^ Because,'* said one (supposing the former to 
be all of a piece, and the latter idse), " I never saw trees 
so large and so curious in any part of the land.'* And 
although it was fully explained, that these thingp were 
formed of different parts, still they could not but mdulge 
the impression that the whole constituted a mysterious 
\^ork ^ and the more s<> as it was " God's house !" The 
t^hief continued silent, and af^ared to be absorbed iiji 
thought ; but upon' asking what his views were, — with 
his hand on his moilth, and his eyes fixed on the ground, 
he replied, *' To-day am I dumb, And altogether unable 
•to talk,"-r-full of astonishmeHt ! 

During his stay in Albany, both he and his attendants 
received much attention from almost all classes of the 
inhabitants. By Major (now Lieutenant-colonel) Somer- 
set, Kongo was presented with various useful^ articles 
of clothing. In these he proudly rode with me to dif- 
ferent parte of the district, unaccompanied by any other 
person, excepting his interpreter. This anorded him 
several oppoi1;unities of mingling with the congregations 
at public worship ; which was productive of the most 
salutary effects. The mind of this heathen prince was 
hereby impressed with the importance which our couq-^ 
trymeri attached to divine ordinances ; and likewise cont 
vinced, in the best possible manner, that the gospel 
which we Were endeavouring to introduce among iiis 
people was deemed equally neeessary for the white as 
for the black. After enjoying these privileges, he one 
day very gravely observed, while surrounded by his 
counsellors, " I now perceive why the English are men : 
Ood has made them great, because they serve him . We 
are but chikhren, and not men, because we neither know 
Jior serve God." We are fiereby forcibly reminded of the 
words of Moses to the ancient Israehtes : ^* This is your 
wisdom and yosr understanding in the sight of the na^ 
tions yrhii^ shall hear all these statutes, Mid say. Surely 
this great nation is a wise and underidanding people.^ 
Deut. iv. e. 

Shortly alter their departore I had occasion to vi*il 
Ihis territory/in eonpany withMr. William Shaw, whm 



kai come to to**^ for vadoiiBartiol«« ttet were w«bM 
<)fi ^he station. The circttoistanoes wliicb^ rendered this 
tourney necessary being of an lu^gent nature, we teft 
.Graham's Town at a la& hqui: in^ the evening of May 
3l8t, and, after a dreary ride of some hours, reached a 
cm^ farm osdled Stony Vale. Here we stopped for 
the night, and were kinmy entertained by a re&tion of 
^e venerable and celebrated Dc. Carey, of Semnipf>ie. 
The misf^rable 4welliQg of our host w^ far from beiof 
either very imposing without, or very 'comfortabie 
within. When, however, our peregrinations bring as 
into, contact with either men or things that renind ueof 
a man so truly great, and a missionary so extensively use- 
ful, as his kinsman above mentioned, circumstances at 
once give place to redeetionsin which every minor cea- 
sideration immediately merges. Those grand achieve- 
ments that have already been gained by steady zesd and 
determined perseverance are forced upon our recol- 
lection ; and the spul is at once armed against every 
difficulty which may lie in the path of a Christiai^ mis- 
sionary. 

Although there was too much reason to fear that the 
shattered habitation of our friend seldom echoed the 
sound of family devotion, he nevertheless- handed to us 
his Bible after breakfast, the (bUowing morning, that 
we might read a chapter, and commence the day wiUi 
prayer. It is not only interesting, but deeply affecting, 
to nnd individuals thus 8ca|.tered about in these desert 

S laces, upon whose minds the importance of religious 
uties was impressed in the days of youth. Although 
now immersed in woridly care, and lea away by sensual 
pursuits, the appearance of a Christian minister pain- 
fully reminds them of the instructions of early life : the 
counsels of a pious parent, and thye warnings of Charts^ 
tian friend^, are hereby forcibly brought to their remem- 
Inranceu The British settlement constitutes a field, into 
which h^ve been trans^anted tt^ scions of many a pious 
family; whose ardent prayecfi are,, in aU probability, 
still ascending to the courts pf heaven for the teraporiu, 
«)iritual, and eternal welfare of those eeveral branches. 
For such, therefore, the missionaxy caimot but feel, and 
tb»i keeidy; especially when he remembers thi^ his 
own kindred are among the number of those whoise eyes 
are fixed on a foreign land, witii mingled sensattone of 
pleasure, ho^^ and fear. 



Wqx the Teonqider of ttie joonwy owiMieiMn 

afain taplwushed with bread aod meat, wkich, wHh an 

PCca^ioBal draught of water, conaUtatad our stock of 

pffoviaiotpa. The day waa exceedmgly hot, vid, m tka 

dtsptha of the foreet, extremelf oppresaiTe. The al^ 

-waa pedecUy cloudleaa: no rustling of the bceeae was 

heayd, nqtr-ao nmch as the chirping of a aogle bod. 

Whfidi we amved at the Beeka it waa quite dm ; and 

as the lord.was asuatty much frequented by elephants, 

iiv^Mise paths we were oUiged to traTsrae, it of coarse 

became aeoesaary to prooeed with the utmost caution. 

When once the elephant or riiiaoceftia has formed a 

pMi to any particular spot where they are in the habit 

osf driji^ung, howerer far their g^rasing excuraiona m^y 

lead them from it during the di^, they always return to 

tiie same course at n^t; and it is then extremely 

pehlofis to intercept them. 

While we were aaoendiHg the eastern bank, one of 
these huge creatures raised the most hideous shhek I 
ever heard ; the sound vibrated in the surrounding glens 
for several seconds. The animal waa evidently right 
in front ci us ; and, judging, from his horrid note, could 
uot be many paces disUmt. On hearing it, our horses 
made a desbd halt ; and how to act we knew not, the 
ntfl^t being sd dark that we could scarcely see each 
other, much less the beast before us. Our road led up 
a narrow neck of land, on each side of which were deep 
kloofs and tremendous precipices; hence, to turn on 
either to the ri^ht-hand or to the left was impossible wi^ 
anv degree o{ safety, and to go back we were not at all 
willing. After pausing, therefore, for a few minutes, 
we gave a hearty ^out, and then proceeded, trusting 
for protecti9n in^ Him to whom darkness and light are 
both 88 one ;. and of whom it is written, ** He that made 
him can make Ins swoid to approach unto him.'* To re- 
gard such narrow escapes from imminent dmiger in any 
other light than as merciM interpositions of Divine 
Providence would argue ingratitude of the basest kind* 
Having^saMy passed the numster, ^ whose bones are 
as strong, pieces of brass, and like bars of iron, and the 
s^ke of whoue tusk would ini^antly lay man low,^ we 
broke the silence of the desert by idnging an English 
hgmo, with which our native companions were highly 

llia^Qttitqr bflweea ftli^ Keiakamma ana Am 



^ 



4village,adi9tiiicerof eif^t or nine miles, « ejLii^tB^j r 
ibroken ; presenting to view scareely any tilings JMt 
.rugged hills and deep dales^ until we come witkit^ a miie 
or two of the institution ; hence the finale of omr joumej 
was extremely fatiguing, not only to ^e weary liors^ 
but to the rider too. Night-travelling, alUiough adran- 
tageous both to man and beast, because the air, being* so 
much more cool than it is by day, is neverthelees iar 
from pleasant, especially when' paes^ig through a strange 
country. It entirely deprives one of all the pleasure 
of (Nervation, and attaches complete dreariness to the 
inost lovely landscape. 

Nothing is more striking, when entering KafTerlaiid 
by night, than the remarkable stillness which universally 

Erev^s, excepting at those times when thO' natives are 
olding some festival or other. Although there '^ere 
villages da every side, the inhabitants, when we passed^ 
were all silent as death. They generally retire to rest 
at an early hour, living nothing wherewith to employ 
themselves after sunset, or at least after tfie period of 
milking. And as the day is usually spent in the open 
^r, with a considerable degree of boddy exercise, their 
aleep is generally eound and undisturbed. Hence, while 
■climbing one hill, and descending another, we h/sard not 
a single human voice ; but the bellowing herds and 
barking of dogs, ever and anon, gave us convmcing proof 
x>f their numbers in the neighbourhood, The canine 
apecies indeed form a numerous aad an anno3ring tribe 
in those regions. 

The morning after our arrival at Wesleyville, we 
were early awakened by the vociferous shouts of the 

Seople, who generally issue from their straw huts as 
ay begins to dawn. The news of a stranger's arrival 
qmckiy flies from hive to hive, and excites the curiosity 
of men, women, and children, who are all anxious to 
see him. Hence, when we arose,* several little groups 
were squatted in circles on the ground, waiting to salute 
.and welcome us. - ^ ^ 

The site of the missiem village is a low rocky 
ridge, with a beautiful valley at its base. The view 
is enriched by a line of large yellow-weod trees 
iTaxus, Lin.), which rans throi^ the fioregmmdj and 
jbrms a delightful shade in the summer seaseni At the 
•foot of these meanders a small rivulet; the water of 
yrhkK however, ia.fi^ firom being either go9d or abvn* 



^toit. It pmtsk^B^ a strong minend t«ali^ ; ud im 

times of dronglit almost disappears, excepting' in the 

deeper parts oi tfke channel ;. there it lodgea in pooils, 

and sometimes becomes almost stagnant^ Along its 

banks lie the .mission and other garden grounds. The 

soil is good, and capable of being rendered yery prodac- 

tive. * On the opposite side, and right in front of tne mia- 

sion^premisea, stands the chiefs umzi, consisting of a 

few filthy, shatter^, and exposed huts : their appear* 

ance at a distance is not much unlike that of bo many 

ant-hills. On the right the prospect is bounded by pre* 

.cipices, and ^ rough stony ridg«. Here the mimosa, 

and various kinds of shrubbery, are thickly scattered 

about. In the opposite direction, the eye roams over a 

fine grassy plain, well studded in general with herds 

of cattle. 

To the eastward and south-east the appearance of the 
country is sterU indeed, until we arrive within two or 
three miles of the sea, where the view again changes. 
There the Chalumna (or Ityolumnya) presents to the eye a 
beautiful sheet of water, m which luppopotami are fre- 
quently seen playing about in' considerable- numbers. 
The estuary, however,- like that of most of the other 
rivers on the coast, seems to be barred at its entranoe 
both by rocks and sand ; so that it serves only to beau- 
tify the landscape. Th^ banks are in many places 
almost level with the surface of the stream ; and 
although t^e soil appears to be much impregnated with 
saline matter, there are on both sides very excellent 
pasture-grounds. When the season is favourable, these 
are dotked with a luxuriant verdure, giving them the 
appearance of fin'e EngUsh meadows. 

Pato's people, who occupy a considerable district ex- 
tending sdong the coast tQ the eastward, are descend- 
ants of old ICbngo's clan, which, according to Barrow, 
was formerly settled near ike Sunday River, whither 
Gaika appears to haye driven them. ** Proceeding on 
our march," says Mr. B., '' along the banks pf the Sun- 
day River, and among the vast mickets that almost en- 
tirelf* covered this purt of the country, )ve fell in with a 
?i^odigious number of Kaffers, with their cattle, belong- 
}^« as they told us, to a powerful chief named Kongo. 
This mih was at the head of att th&olfaer emigrant chiefe 

who had fled from the Kafifer country, eastward of the 
vreat Fish Rivera on account of ^me snmity mi^iatii^g 



between them and tMr king Otika; wltir wton I hiAai 
ymitt attempted, in company with the bauJMroet, to btmg 
about a reeonciliatio»' two years before: Ae the ' poei- 
tion he now ocdupied not -only encroached rery nmck 
upon the territorial rights of the^xilony, biit wb» idse 
far within the line actually intittbitad by the Dutch bocn, 
we deemed it expedient to endearour to prevail upoi 
him to move towards the eastward ; and for this par- 
pose sent a messenger to request that, he would give as 
the meeting. The answer brought back signified tl^ 
he did not care to come alone, and that he dewod to 
know if we had any objections to receive him at the 
head of a certain number of his people. . 'jThe. messenger 
bein^ told that he might bring with him ^ny number 
of his attendants not exceeding thirty, he shg^ly madt 
his appearance at the head of a party ta that amount^ 
each arnied with an assagai, or spear. 

"t>n being told how necessary it was for the sake of 
preserving tranquillity, that he should quit his present 
station among the boors, he replied, with great ^rm- 
ness, that the ground. he then stood upon was his own 
by inheritance, for that his father had ^been cheated oat 
of it by a Dutch landdrosi of Graff Reinet ; thSit, how- 
ever, being desiroiw of remaining in friendship with th« 
English, he would remove eastward in the coarse of 
three days ; but that it was impossible for him to cross 
the Great Fish River, as thiere was a deadly hatred, or, 
as he expressed it, there was blood between Gailoi 
and himself, and that the latter was much too powerM 
for him. 

" The decided tone in which he spoke at the head of 
his small party, when surrounded by British troops, his 
prepossessing countenance, and tall masculine figure, 
could not fail to excite a strong interest in his favour. 
An open and manly deportment, free from^ suspicion, 
fear, or embarrassment, seems to characterize the Kaffer 
chiefs. Though extremeljr good-humotured, benevol^att-, 
and hospitable, they are neither so pliant nor so passiv(^ 
as the Hottentot. The poorer sort are sometimes led to 
seek 'for service among, the boors, and engage them* 
selvei^ ifor so many mdons^ in consideration of 96 many 
head ^f cattle; and they never suffer themselves to be 
&apedl out of thehr hire, hke the easy Hottentots. TTie 
conve^ation with Kongo ended by recommending him 
to withdraw his people and their o^le from the Eaaltt 
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^irtlio Si^idajnRiir^ftowlttch he fare ii^aad o# sthic- 
tant assenU'' . 

Af^r beiQg dnven about for many yeaiSi by boon oa 
th» G^:i0 hand ajid by Gaika on tbe other» this old chi^ 
^iras shot (in I8L2-U) by a party of the former, while 
aaleeip ia a cave, whither he had fled for refuM. The 
aroied nsQIans had long beeii In search of mm, 'and 
bayiiig obtained information respect^ig hie hiding-place^ 
in a wood not- for from the embducmure of the aooye- 
menUojied river, they forthwith repaired to the apot, and 
thfere killed hini ae he l^. One of hie eons, who was 
ymiih. him at the tiof e, miraculously eff^ted his escape 
froin. those ^old-blooded murderers. A war broke <Ait 
shortly afterward, between ^he colonists and the Kaf« 
lera ; upon jirhich it was determined that the latter ebould 
be ajl driven beyond the Keiskaipma, and allowed na 
fH^e whatever witbm the colony. This measure cost 
naucb mom&y aad many Uvee: 

It would appear that the banks of the Chalamna wenu 
at a jremote period, occupied by a soiK of- Gonde, named 
Keitebe, who was driven from thenoe into the intenoi^ 
by a powerM and celebmted wawior^ to ijrjieivi. tradition 
tracDs the whole of the Kongo faouly* But although 
tbua:gained by the vidour of their great ancestor, they 
by no means like it as an inheritanoe ; but would greatly 
prefer the tt^et firom which they were forcibhr ezpeUea» 
Wiiig between the Keiskamma and the colonial boundarf. 
HMiee they have repeatecQy, and very importunately, 
impliiorBd, at the hands of our government, permissioa 
permanently to setUe there again. Their principal 
cbiei^ Pato, is a person of minor importance, compareijd 
witiiithe chiefe of the ne^bouring tnbes. His manners 
mid exterior are any thtn^ but preposeeewg ; and hie 
miiid is far from beidg distingiashed by any thing like 
superior talent. Lechery and gioae heathenish de- 
pravity f^nn bis most pronunent characteristics. His 
reign 18 but in its infancy ; and during his minority, aU 
public affairs were transalcted by his elder brother, who, 
eonseipifiotly, still retains oonfiaderable influenoe in the 
tribe. Having been in habits of intercourse with the 
Dutch coionnts, during, the time of his father, the^latter 
acqubed a smattering of their language ; and poae ca se e 
a much gveater degree of fft^nk laK^rmalion than hia 
brother, who is therefore mdebted to him for counael 
4n4^miti<m i& idmoit lU ntattere of aiomiQ^ 



• 

' fn the course of the forenoon,, sereral of the eldan 
and principal men were convened to inquire of ns re- 
-specting tne views and pjkns of t)ur " great men," as 
touching the Amaxoss tribes. Every Kafler, however 
Immble Ms station in society, is a politician; and ever 
evinces the greatest possible' interest in all subjects of 
a political nature. They were much pleased to hear, 
ihe^fore, that there was some prospeot of a commercial 
intercourse being opened with their white neighbours; 
which it was ho^^d Would prove beneficial to both par- 
ties. Of this opportunity we gladly availed ourselves 
for pointing out to them the surest ayid best method of 
securing the numerous advantages of such a project; 
upon which they unanimously determined on the adop- 
tion of such plans as were most likely to put an end to 
those mischievous dernredations that had ever and' an(Ni 
tlisturbed the tranquillity of the fWmtier, aiM given, rise 
to severe measures agamst them. Every aven\ie lead- 
ing out of their territories into the colony was forthwith 
ordered to be guarded ; and Sill persons found ofiendinf 
b^inst-the latter, in any^way whatever, to be punished 
with the utmost seventy. "Now that we htve got 
ears" (alluding to the settlement of Bfr. S. among them 
as a medium of c<^nmunication), " we will hear what is 
gOod for us, and for our land." 

Bloody feuds not unfrequently arise between the dif- 
ferent chieftains, each being extremely tenacious of his 
power, and jealous of his authority. Jiet before oor 
arrival, two or three men had been slun' in one of these 
affVays, which had risen to such a height that war was 
expected as the final result. When ^he assembly broke 
up we walked over to Pate's handet, wMch, like that of 
his brother^ consisted of four or ^y^ mi8erad)ie huf s, and 
a lar^ cattle-fold. ' VMb tiiere were a numlxMr of naked 
warriors, chiefiy young men, jbttoily emjdoyed In makkf 
shields. These consist of beast-hides, stretched out 
while raw, and dried in the sun until perfectly stiff: 
they are tl^n cut to a certain shape, almost oval, bat 
left sufliciently large to cover Uie whole body, in time 
of danger. One division of the company had beea 
•engaged in slaughtering, and were now attending to a 
prodigionsly large pot, which was up<m tiie fiie, and 
•out of which they were all idnrnt to feast at tiie c^uef ^ 

; Ten or tweli^e 'of them, having speaxs foivmiig ia 



ttieir j^ht handB^and iHiwUb in tlM leftt anoid to 
Bs with a shBm fight. Back had upon his haad ftdouhla 
plQin& of long featheis, coosistiiig 0( the crane's wings 
cbraplet^, wMiih, from their constitathig a part of t£s 
national war-costome, are generally presenred with 
^at care. WhHe thus engaged, the vye sparkled with 
hfe, ajid vivacity beamed from every couttkenanee. The 
athletic fonn and symmetry of some of the part^ ren- 
dered them figures of the finest i^eder: bat their attitudes 
were of the most warlike character; ttd in their erery 
gesture there was a sanrage fieecenass, strikingly char- 
acteristic of 8]^rits with whom deatroction is glonr! 
Being desirous of taking a young lad home with me, for 
the two£cM purpose of facilitating my 0wn acmnremeal 
of the language, and of instructing hmi in Eafphsh, I in* 
troduced the subject Ux Pato, and requested his sanction* 
He, however^ evaded m^g wi^by tuminc the oonrersa* 
tion to various other topics, and at length siffniAed, that 
his counsellors vfoidd be altogether opposed to it, ** as 
the young man was just be(K>minff serviceable, beinff 
able to useHhe un^oneto;" and Qieiefore nomberea 
among the warriors. 

Soon after our return to the colony, a proclamation 
was issued by his excellency the governor, authorising 
aU persons of approved pharacter, and didv Ucensed, to 
trade with the natives, who were therein declared to bo 
at liberty to visit Fort Wilts&ire.weeklv, with ivory, 
hides, and any other articles thev might have for sale. 
It however enjoined certain restrictions and prohibitions, 
designed togua^ the rights of the KafTer, and likewise 
to preserve peace amo^g th» colonists. Various pre- 
caations also were taken to prevent qui^els and mis^ 
understandings, which were naturally expected to arise 
between buyer and seller, on so novel an occasion. 

To thi^ market the trader was allowed to tt^e beads 
and buttons, h^hets and a^icultmral implements, to- 
gether with various descriptions of coarse wearing ap- 
parel, blankets, Ac, But he was positively forbidden io 
vend either wine 6r spirits, arms or ammunition ; things 
that have proved so destructive amoi^ the* American 
lAdiaQ!s, as well as other barbarous nations. Numbers 
eagerly engaged in this new trafl|c, and the mart soon 
becaiae a j^ace of great resort. The different dans, far 
>A^ near, flocked to it in multitudes, and frequently pre% 
*^i^ scenes bo^b ludtcrous ai^ intereslmg« Tte 



•qantity of ivory brafvglrt down ia ti^ coone of « ftm 
abiiths^fiuriuBhed dMiiODstnitive evidence that the oeoB- 
try heyond was by no oieana so poor ma many had beat 
diflpoaed to think. It waa at firai apprehended thfft the 
door being tlurown open for a free trade in cattle ^wwM 
be th^ means of rendering the ka^ier atitt more predys^^ 
and miachieyons ; that dlaposing^of hia oxen and kine i 
the market, hewoiiki inevitably reduce himself to the 
necessity of stei^mg naore. This snjqioaition, howewi; 
was founded in utter ignorance of that ardent attachnieBt 
which he ever evinoea towards his- hefda ; and which al 
101 tiknes ren^tors htm loath to part even with a sin^ 
head. He rarely disposes of a good cow at any price; 
but almost «lw&3ns selects for the market such as are no 
longer likely to be useful to him, in consequence of a^ 
or sbme other defect. In this respect his economy it 
MgUy eemmendable; and plaoesvhim many d^pnMt 
above Ae hnprovideiit Hottentot. - 
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The tptead ofOhHstitoitylongf opposed— Restraint on missionary 
efflM—Wsr of ezterottnatBon— Tne chief S'Uiambi — Rite oldr- 

. euBwasipn—^ervjle rpipect p>id to cfaie^B— lntw;eBtiqg iMweniiMfg 
— MQunt Coke established — Thievish propenmy of the nativee— 
llemarkable birds— Pitiable state of women in war time. 

Early in 1835 we began to contemplate the esti^lisb- 
ment of a second station in Caffiraria ; and variotis cir- 
cumstances seemed to point out the tribe of SXhambi 
as the next object of attehti(m. This old chief was 
Gaika's urtcle, and the celebrated " schelm,** or viUaui, 
who, in years past, sfnead terror throughout aU the 
frontier paurts of the colony. • In ttie TiiontK of June, 
therefore, Messrs. Davis, Young, and I visited hirii for 
the purpose of ascertaining his views, and acquaintinf 
him with dur* design. 

While passing through the dense jungle that stretches 
along the boui^ary hne, rteflectioli almost irresistibly 
carries one back to the circumstances and events of 
former yeariB. The difllculty and singular crooke^hsesf 
^ its paths might aeem a^ to serre as a memeftto of 



tlie perrene mitt wldcb then preArasiitalfd; aad of ttt 
obtkaeles wita which the gospel his Ind to coatend in 
making way throii|^ its gloomy windings. As if witii 
the Yiew (» rendering these dismal riiades tli^ bowidsry 
of light, as well as of Mberty, the ibUowing messures 
were proposed by the Batarian got^eniment, in the year 
1803, namely, 1-. TO drive the Kaffws beyond the Fish 
River; 3. To cut off all comnmnieatiott between then 
and the colonists ; 8. To hold no interconrse with them 
except through the public authorities ; 4. To guard the 
boundary by pai^Kues of .European soldiers; 6. To 
encourare the settlenent [lK^h> ad^dning Kafferland; 
and, 6. To discourage aU misaioBaries except the Mo-* 
ravians. 

In support of the last proposition, it was eren alleged 
that the Kaffers were happier wil^i^ such int^erence ; 
and that to orrilize them would^ in a9 probability, injure 
them. In February, 1805, restraints were imposed upon 
missionaty effort, which put a stop to the beneficial 
instruction that some of the natives were then receiving 
within the colony, and prevented those improvements of 
character which mi^^t have tended to allay strife betweeir 
the blacks and tiieur white neigUMmrs. This was ^e 
grand engine of pea6c) put in ti comer, and the flames of' 
hostihty suffered to rise highei'and higtor, until the year 
1811, when an exferminating war was' determined on^ 
and eighteen or twenty thoiffiand Kafievs driven out of 
thecotoni/E, by^foik^of arms, nis event was productive 
of the most serious consequences, and donbtleiBs provedf 
the moving cause of mnnerons fends, and of many a 
bloody coraict. ^ The bare recollection of these tt^oga 
enhances the mtorest of every means by which know- 
ledge is disseminated and amity promoted 

Just as we cleared the bosh cm the eastern bank aher^ 
of el^hsnts crossed the path, right in front of us. ^ l^ey 
ruAed forth from, behind a ckimB of trees hard |yy ih^ 
roadside^ where thiey had apparenUy been basking in the 
evening sun. A few seconds more nrast have brcrag^ 
us into inevit^e contact, as we were pro^eedhag at a 
qoickpao^ when they arose ; but as no att^npt was made 
tointerc^ptftem theypassed qui^tiy ^long, without tum^ 
ing either to the right-hand or to the 1^ until safeiy 
harboiirediB thedepte of tiie forest The sight was 
roDiiMed highly gratifying by our being but a few paces 
iMhthiayandthrarmoiromMteverymw. Coooftiio 
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tndh ^NTw qiiH» smaD, proi»My not many wedu dd 
This was carefully kepit in th.e midst of the h^rd, as if to 
prevent its straying or sustaining harm. 

Night came oq soon afterward, and we got bewUderedr 
noticing able distinctly to see the narrow footpatte 
which constituted ocdr oiily guides. At length, howerer, 
we reached the cattle-folds of Kongo, whom the coloniil 
government had now permitted to pasture his herds oi 
a part of the ceded territory.^ .The evening was liif 
advanced, and all around we;re gon^e to rest. Profounl 
silence, therefore, reigned, until broken by the echo of 
our ^shouts. These, at last, aroused the peode, wlm 
lanswered by firing- a gun, the report of which led us to 
the dark glen wherein they were Uving. Kongo, a» 
Usual, received us ux the most friendfy mapner; ami 
after unsaddling omr horses clirected us to the foot oft 
large tree: " There," said he, poiiiting to the gtmA 
" that is the best bed 1 can give you." A fire was tbea 
kindled, smd we were speedily supplied witii basket M 
basket of sour milk. Of tMs we supped, and soon bid 
down to sleep, with the bespsmgled arch of heaYen lor 
cmr only canopy. 

The following morning a consideralde cavalcade ac* 
coihpanied us from Kon^^o's hamlet to WesleyvHle, 
where, according to sqppomtment, we were joined bf 
Mr. W. Shaw. Our road lay • through an interesting 
part of the country, studded here and uiere with clusters 
of huts, scattered about at irregular distances firom eack 
other. By some it was deemed quite an adventure to 
traverse the tract we were now passing through j but 
nothing Uke hostility was an3rwhere manifested. 

At S'LhambiNi residence we arrived early on Saturday 
afternoon; and, after turning our weary horses loose, 
sat down on the ground at some distance from his hati 
expecting a message of inquiry. At first it was said 
that he was in the fields lending his calves ; but this 
proved to be a mistake, as he soon afterward made hi> 
appearance. Nevertheless he affected not to see oSf 
tad scarcely looked the way wd were. • After a whil» 
he seated hipiself on the threshold of his hut, apparently 
to eifloy the genial warmth of the sun. Considerinff the 
character .which fame htad given to tltfs veneiabki eiieir 
and \tFhich 4he bailiarous acts of former days hbd p^ 
bty justified, the attitude he now assumed^ stroBj^ 
ratniiKMtis oitatM li«i peeving. out of his d^DfflOii 
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Midered docile by dge akbe. Perc^riiig^ tint he wai 
liot dispose to come to us, we adi^moed and sakited 
him, upon which he v^y good-humomredly shook hands, 
and requested us to sit down by his dde. Just as we 
had commenced conversation, his servant brought up a 
quantity of boiled meat ; which, after taking a portion 
himself, he shared among his guests. Although coarse 
fare, hunger rendered it very acceptable, and we there« 
fore prepared to make a hearty meal, without eiUier 
vegetables or bread. Miserable indeed would be the 
epicmre, and wretched the fastidious man of fashion, ra 
these dwellings of the barbarian. 

We had not sat long before he requested to know 
what news we had brought, and what the design of our 
journey was. Upon which it was stat^ that our king 
and government were wishful to promote peace among 
all liatioiis : that having obtained the. governor's per^ 
mission to visit him, we- were desirous of establishing a 
mission in his territories ; and had therefore come for 
the express purpose of ascertaining his vaiad lipon the 
sobject. " Yoiff intentions," eaid he, " ate very gocKi, 
but my people are too bad to learn. What teacher will 
come to live among them V ' Here he was told that 
one present was reiady to come and instruct them in the 
things of G^. ^ " Where," exclaimed* he, ** does that 
man, 6od, live I" This is a question which the Kaffer 
frequently asks ; and in a manner tiiat at once evincto 
both 1ed» ^orance and skepticism^ 

The fcwowing day being Sabbath, we endeavoured to 
assemble the natives for divine service, but were not 
able mitil idtemoon, inasmuch, as the chief had called 
toifether his council, to confer upon the object of our 
vimt. To them no distinctioii of days was known; Sun- 
day and weclL-d^y were all the same. About 3 P. M. 
we were informed that they were all at liberty, and that 
the chiefs dweUing was at our service. Its form was 
that of a beehive ; and its dimensions about thirteen or 
foorteen feel eveiy way. Herem we were surrounded 
by as many naked Uacks aa' could possibly crowd in ; 
and faavHif . neither Ught ner air/ excepting what was 
adniitted t]Mro«|[h theloopt-hc^ door-way, our situation. 
was far' froih bemg tiie most osviaUe.. Chaiits and stools 
are h^re'vut of tl^ questiuon,' so that all- were c^iged to 
rndte tlkeloor theur seat. To .us who were unaccus* 
tOBwd to it^ thifrpOtttite wais^of cMtirse^ any thing but* 



eomiortifcle ; tnd, seekig a Itfige panipldn ^rtaf mm 
taoki one of otur. compuiy more corpnleiit than the mk 
^adly trailed himself of the elevation which it afforded. 
TOie, howeTer, was renrded as a great breach of good 
mamiers ; and had wdlni^ disturbed the deooram of 
the Bdeeting : ^ For,*' exdmmed one, ^ we eat Xh» ipmssif 

and not sat upon it." It was not witil Mr. hsf 

vacated his forbidden seat, and agiiin taken an humUer 
station, that their consternation subsided. The a^rviM 
was commenced by singing a h3rmn in Kaffer ; whi€fa 
e^^tcise was novel to the whole of this swarthy groi^; 
some whispered, others laughed, and a third ^ass en- 
deavoured to join us in the best manner they were able. 

At the conclusion of the sermon we availed OHfsehei 
of the opportusitv, while the captains and council weic 
present, to. ask S'Lhambi whether he had come to aq^ 
oedsioa re^bive to our proposals. For some time lie 
evaded the question, but afterward told us that he had 
done this mev^ to aee what we should say ; and thai 
said/ ^^ The tibnig is determined: 3rou can choose yov 
own place ; the land is before ]rou." Here, however, 
he intims^ a fear that we were oidT> mocking bin, 
and that as soon -kstr^ ' left we shoida forget j3i thtt 
had pissed. - Being positively assured of ^e control 
'he very sign^antiy leaned' forward \xpmi his em, 
and, with his eyes half-dosed, ejq^ressed hioiself ai 
follows :— '^I see indeed' strange things to^a^.-^I an 
old and unsible to defend myself. The missiottary is 
come to be my great captain. My eye shall he i>e, and 
iny ear [medium of intelligence] also. To-day does it 
^pfpear t»at I have ^ends. 1 have always berai an earth- 
worm ; but I shall now creep out ; we have hitherto been 
wolves and wild dogs m dark plaices hid, but to-day v» 
we called men, and see the light. Never have we baen 
sals; Imtthe {Zmj^utu^M shall be our bush." 

When the old man had concluded his speech, to every 
sentence of i9kki^ all listened in breathless sil^ce, one 
of liis chief counsellors arose, and hsorangued the com- 
pany with more tlmn ordinary eloquence. He congnta- 
tatod th^ trttie of S'Lhambi-on the day thatnow dawned 
upon its children; and* coneMed by eamestly c^alhof 
upon the chief to make every anrangement for the piiv 
tection of ^e atiissionary, so thaliH> harm nught beftll 
either him ot^Ms finniiy. " Ybmr name,v saeid he, ''is 
gteat, bat your ^tender. is vbad^ amoqg the natiooi; 



30ar» file time iSwredeemiivi:it.^' ThupoiBledaddreMi 
4o the old ruler was receive^ in perfect good-^humoui, 
and without a siuf^le reouuk. 

For our aoeoAimodatioH was set apart a shattered hut, 
in which it was impossible to stand upright ; and which 
«rery heavy blast threatened to carry coSo^etely away. 
Herein we slept, with our interpreters ana guides, &c., 
•n each side of us ; nor were they all ; for as Uie entrance 
was entixely opsn, there beiQg no door, we sometimes 
loimd, on waking, that a company of half-starved dogs 
had quietly crept in, and tak^ lodgings in the midst of 
m. '*That you may not perish of hunger near my 
dw^ling," said the daief,. " here is an old cow for you 
to eat." This, with the economy k>f civilized life, would, 
of course, have constituted ample provision for many 
days; bnt the mgnient the poor animal's doom was 
aealed a muitilude of mouths, human, canine, and vuL 
toRiie, seemed instinctiv^y ta open and |Nrepare for 
devouring her. It not unirequen% happens that every 
bene is picked, snd every ediUe morsel consumed, in 
ib» coiMse of ^eor six hoinrs after the beast is killed. 
Even while the slaughter is going on, each helper cour 
Aiders himself .ei^tled to the privilege pf cutting off 
**titbit8 ;" which, while qiuvering with life, he tliSows 
upon the 'fire, and devours without much ceremoi^. 
When the whole has been eviscerated and dissected, all 
aeound expect a portion ; and hosts of dogs, which acr 
company ijxdir ofvmers .to the feast, pick and steal on 
every side. It often, therefore, affords relief to hear 
that there is no more ttiy^ma, for as long as any remainf 
hanging,-it constitutes a source of perpetual annoyance. 

Onr next business was to see Dushani, S'Lhambi's 
eldest son ; upon whom the government of the tribe was 
expected to devolve at the demise of the latter. To 
his place of residence, therefore, which was several 
hoars' ride distant, we immediately repaired. Contrary 
to our expectation we found him at home, and prepared 
^eerfully to receive us. ** But," said he, " I must have 
a little tobacco, so that I may smoke while we talk." 
The whole of oinr design and proceedings were then 
hiid before him, and every one present listened with the 
profoun^t attenti(m. 

We had every reason to believe that he was fully 
acquainted with all that had passed between us and his 
iaftoer ; he nevertheless affected as mdoh strangeness 

D ' 



ii CAtnUftUM ftmlBAftCSM. 

to the whole affadr as if he was only n^w heariki^ of M 
{or the first time. Seldom does any thing new trans- 
pire in the land without the knowledge of the principal 
chiefs, as scores of persons are daily miming about in 
every direction, for the ^yurpose of bringing them inform- 
-ation. They notwithstanding almost invariably iein 
total ignorance of all matters of moment, until broug^ 
before them officially. When informed of the^ natuit 
of our errand, and of the results of our interview witt 
his father, Dushani very laconically observed, ** Yea, 
yea ; it is all very good. I am glad to see jou ; but caa 
say nothing until the word [message or intelligence} 
arrives from S'Lhambi." We were, therefore, <S)liged 
to submit to stiU further detention. 

Early the foUowing morning I was awakened by iki 
Yociferous shouts of one of the heralds, who was piO' 
lelaiming, with stentorian voice, the praises of his chief) 
ascribing to him gll the great deeds of the ag«, to^fether 
with the majesty of the mightiest. The love .of fame 
Is a ruling passion, and the Caffirariah rulers are exceed^ 
inp^hr fond of flattery ; hence, we generally find numb^n 
of this class of menials about them. 

In the afternoon we strolled over the plain to a neigili' 
bouring hamlet, to see the amaqttatii or circumcised. 
Circumcision is universally practised, both among the 
Amaxosa and Bootschuana tribes ; and seems to be the 
only mark remaining of any thing like a retigious insti* 
lution. Barrow informs us that the timefor performinf 
this operation is generally about i^e age of eight or nine 
years ; but I have never seen an instance wherein it has 
taken place under twelve or fourteen. 

According to custom, we found the bovs' above alluded 
to placed without the pale of society, b^ng accounted 
toclean. Temporary huts were erected for them, at 
some distance from the village, wiUi whose inhabitants 
they were not allowed to hold any intercourse whatever' 
Here they employed themselves daily, in all kinds d 
warlike and gymnastic etercises. Sham fights were 
amohg their principal amusements; and in these, 
shields, with woodeh 8]i>ears, were used. An aged native 
was appointed as their tutor and attendant ; upon whom 
custom peremptorily enjoined certain restrictions, re* 
gardin{( female intercourse, while he continued to sus- 
tain this office. A number of milch cows were set apart 
for their use exclunvely ; and being, during this their 
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term of i^cnriliate, under little or no r^traint, they fr#- 
^aently sallied forth into the neighbouring ganiais, 
Joying the most mischievons tricks. 

T^ey were all fine, active, and interesting lads ; one 
of -whom was Dushani's son. Their bodies, from head 
to foot, were daubed over with white clay ; which ga¥e 
them a singular and very unnatural appearance. On 
their heads they wore caps made of the pabneet leaf, 
and firom their waists was suspended a kind of petticoat 
composed of the same material, and in length and shape 
not much unlike the Scotch kilt. Each seemed to yie 
with the other in agiUty and eipertness, while the ut- 
most harmony prevaSed among the whole. Whatever 
may have been the origin of tiiis rite among the abo- 
rigines of Southern Africa, il appears to be regarded at 
j^resent in no other light than as a custom of their 
^oiceators ; and one by which the boy is initiated into a 
state of mai^ood. 

At len^h, the young chief received the official des- 
patch firom his father, informing him of all that had beoi 
done, and of what was left for him to do. Thi» was 
forthwitib, laid before his council, who at once advised 
bim to attend to its mstructions without delay ; conse^ 
quently, he and his brother determined on going with ua 
to two or three places that had been recommended as 
ehgiUe sites for the staticm. Having to pass several 
smaU villages on our way, we had repeated opportuni- 
ties of observing the servile respect which the lower 
orders pay to their chiefs. A slavish dread evident^ 
pervades &eir minds when one of these feudal lords is 
seen approaching; nor is this surprising, seeing that 
both person and property are in a great measure at his 
coBunand. The use that is sometimes made of this 
power is iniquitous in the extreme ; and should the 
subject dare to withhold even his wife, when de* 
naanded, he thereby places himself in the most perilous 
situation. 

All pf both sexes whom we met on the road loudly 
saluted our leader, ciying, " Warn Dushaan, warn Du* 
9haan.^^ To this piece of etiquette they are as rigidly 
attentive as our English soldiery are to obeisance before 
their respective officers ; and the accidental neglect of 
it is not unfrequently visited by an unmerciful blow 
5?on the head. At one hamlet where we halted for a 
few minutes, some old womai were extremely anxious 

Dd 
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•to Isimw the eirase of tiie chief's moye m e ato ; «& pef^ 
cehriog iidiich he very gfntvdy beg;«i to play upon linr 
fear^, by asking where ike cattle were that kad beee 
vecenily stolen from the celonbta. This startled the 
poor old creatoes, who were instantly led to sospeot 
that T«in was at hand. And.idUtoogh they repeatedly 
assured him of their utter ignorance of any tfaiog of 
the kind, he left them under the influence of ai^srehei- 
«ien, .that the detection <^ tiiieves was the grand dbjed 
of his journey. 

A little before sonset, we reached the resideiice of 
-an old native, whose solitary huts were -erected on (m 
*of t&e heights near the BufMo River. As -we 9^ 
^NTOaohed, it was evident that the chief was no weloone 
"Visiter, geaeral usage re^[i]^ihg his host on soch oeea- 
«ion8 to furnish both him and his retinue wiQi pie- 
irisions dttrii^ th^tr stay. It being a standmg cuslaiii ali9 
for men of his rank not to drink milk b^o^ginr to th^ 
^warriors, mothing less than the slaughter of a beast 
leei^ suffice ; and this th^ poor f^ow^coi^ but iU qraie, 
«B his h€h*d was exceedingly smalL 

The foBowing morotnc brougM with it the nH>rtifi^ 
intelligence that part of our horses had strayed awif , 
ao that furti^r detenticn was unavoidable. lu pro6e> 
eutittg journeys of this kind, mere than osdiDary pa- 
tience is requisite. The dttatOTiness of tlM natives, 
whom ctrcttinstaoces oblige us to enptoy kione wayer 
another, is sometimes aano^ng beyond measure. Tintff 
luuow not how to a{^>reciate the value of time ; aod 
hence are seldom in haste about any thing. While there 
is any thing to eat, they are in general wogeti^er indtf> 
ferent about proceedings and by no means ignorant of 
stratagems whereby the traveller, however sagtackHS, 
is effectually detained until their point be gained. His 
impatience only tends to amuse them. X)bsetw^ii^ <uie 
whose irritated state of ttuad produped much nraroaB 
agitation, a Kaffer very sagely remarked, ^' The man is 
weidc ; his spears (words) are not steady ; he Unrows 
them not like a man who fears them.*' 

The weatiier being hasy and wet, we *weve all obliged 
> to crowd together in an om 3thy hovel, that was neither 
iRrind nor water-proof; find the perpetual stew of broil- 
li^ meat rendered our situation stifl more disagreeable. 
This to them is the most delightful way of spelling a 
rainy day*H;ooking, eatings and aleepmg. When thus 
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UHipe(ML in our peregrkiati(»», the day may be proflV 
ibiy speut iajcesicliiig, coiaveroing with the people^ or iDJ 
observations upon the surroundijag objects ; but to be 
cooped up in a KsS&t hut during a long winter^s eyen* 
ing IS mkserable indeed. As soon as the sun disappears, 
afire is kiodled^n the eeD;tre of the floor ; in the roof 
there is no chinmey nor aperture (unless, indeed, the, 
building happens to be in a dilapidated state), whereby 
tiie smoke may escape ; coi^equently a reeky cloud 
ao<m fills the room ; to i^ead is almost impossible, the 
fire not afiording si^cient lig^t, and lamps or candles 
are here unknown. 

Being weary ef waiting for the return of those who 
had gone in aear^ of ^e horses^ we saddled what we 
had, and rode to a cattle-£a)rm still nearer to the Koonya. 
Tkeehaagey however, was by no means for the better, 
as we had now no shelter whatever; but were obhged 
to spend the night, which was piercingly cold, under a 
hedge. Moreover, it soon lippeared tfa^t, by leaving the 
place whence the horses had strayed, and before they 
were found, we had involved ourselves in still greater 
dtSculties, having hereby acted contrary to Kaffer cus-* 
torn. On returning from tiie fields, our faithful servant 
Kotengo informed us that it was not improbable bui 
Uiey were stolen ; and that had we remained where we 
^^re our host would have been bound to use every 
sffort to regain them ; but that leaving his house, we had 
relieved him from all further responsibility. Happily 
for ^, they soon afterward came to hand, which re« 
licked us of much anxious fear. 

Eariy the foUpwing morning we joined in prayer to 
Almighty Qpd for divine direction, and wer6 then con* 
dMpted by the young chiefs to two or three places that 
had be^ pointed out by S^hambi. It may be neces* 
sary to observe, that without due caution in fixiog upon 
soitahle s^es for our mission stations, much time and 
nnmey also would, in all probability, be wasted. The 
aeleotion of proper spots could not^ with any degree of 
safety, be committed to the natives, themselves ; inas** 
QKich as thejr are, of eourse, altogether incompetent to 
judge of th3 kind of situation l^t is requisite for theerec** 
tionof houses, and the introduction of arts, so entirely 
^ifl|prent from their olvn. Hence, this business neces* 
sarily devolves upon the (missionary, however foreign it 
Quiy seem ttom Us le^timate worky and however much 
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it may be opposed to his own wishes and feeling. No- 
thing can be more irksome than any the smallest attenticm 
to secular affairs ; nevertheless, in the commencem^t 
of such missions, it is as unavoidable as it is nni^easaiit 

After riding about for some hours, taking different 
views, searcMng for water, and examining the soil, &c., 
in which our companions deemed us tiresotnely cere- 
monious, we determined on taking our station on the 
southern bank of the Umkangeesa. In the judgment 
of a Kaffer, three things ate requisite to constitute a 
farm valuable, viz. good water, plenty of grass, and a 
healthy situation for cattle. These, combined, rendered 
this a favourite «pot with the old chief, who made it his 
principal grazing farm for some years before. The na- 
tives care not a straw whether the view be fine or other- 
wise, the scenery pleasant or unpleasant ; such, however 
are objects which weigh with a European ; and hence 
we pitched upon an elevated part of the lalid, whence 
the prospect is delightfully extensive, stretching over a 
beautiAiUy picturesque landscape. 

The rivulet, although comparatively small, formed the 
receptacle of numerous little streams, flowing from va- 
rious fountains on both sides of the valley ; and having 
a rocky channel, its waters seemed likely to be perma- 
nent. Many of the streamlets of South Africa are 
often either evaporated by the drought, or lost by i^orp- 
tion in sandy beds. When this happens in a tovm or 
village, the consequences are frequently of a serious 
nature ; but to the Kaffer it makes comparatively Uttle 
difference ; for when grass or water fail in one_place, 
he removes with his family and herds to another. There, 
in the course of a few days, he is quite at home, his 
huts being erected and his folds made. Until these are 
completed, he contentedly lodges in a thicket or among 
the rocks. One great object, however, of our mission^ 
ary labours is, to turn his attention more fully to agricul- 
tural pursuits, and to attach him to the soil, that -he may 
be made fully acquainted with all the useful arts of civil- 
ized Ufe. 

' Two or three weeks afterward, S*Lhambi met us at 
Wesleyville, attended by thirty or forty elders and coun- 
sellors, who formed his train. The reverence evinced 
by all around in the presence of this celebrated ruler 
was not less astonishing than his heathenish depravity 
was lamentable. Notwithstanding his advanced age, 
lust, avarice, and lying were by far the most prominent 
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tndts of his character.' At every stage of his journey, 
which had occupied seyeraldays, his heart had been Ml 
either upon the wife or herd of his host. To him the 
way of truth was manifestly unknown ; and he fre* 
quently made jest of the most palpable falsehodds ! 

A ^neral assemblage took place eaily the foUowinf 
morning', formally to receive our report relative to the 
different places we had visited, to consider some obje^ 
tions that had been started by certain individuals against 
the site selected; and finally to determine the whole 
affair. The occasion, therefore, was one of more tham 
ordinary interest ; and although minutes or records be 
here unsown things^ the pulmcity of its proceedings, 
and the presence of S'Lhambi, gave to every deeisioa 
all possible weight and validity. I am not aware of naf 
other instance wherein an equal number of chieftains, 
belonging to different clans, have been unanimously; 
convened tor the professed purpose of conferring upon 
subjects of such great and general importance ; and as 
several, who were engaged in the momentous concemt 
of that day, are now no more, the same aseemUage ea» 
never ta^e place again. 

All being seated in order, the circumstances and re* 

suits of our first visit were recapitulated ; and the cause 

of a second journey (taken subsequently, in conae-' 

quence of the objections above alluded to), together 

with our views of different parts of the land, stated* 

To all this S'Lhambi attentively listened without utter* 

ing a word ; but upon our- mentioning Koogwala, a bean* 

tiful little valley, through which we rode the preceding 

day^ he vehemently exclaimed, '* There wiU I never set* 

foot again as long as I live.*' On inquiry, it appeared. 

that that was. the place whence he and his people were 

forcibly driven by our troops at the time they were sent 

out to assist Gauka against him ; ^so that we unluckily 

hit upon a point which .revived in his mind the mo^ 

painful recollections. The olqeotions to Umkangeesm 

were then demanded ; and no sooner stated than over* 

niled; nor did a single individttal apparently dare to 

mention them a second time after the mind of their old 

legislator had been expressed. All listened to him with' 

sil^ awe, and nodded assent to his enactments, 

''There, then," said he, "shall the great house of- 

^'Lhaoibi's tribe be built ; and there also shall be the 

dwelling of the Umfundis,'' 



ThoB did we St onc« oWain flrm footia^ 
Mb people, and an open door into the regions beycMid; 
Hiii2£a nimself havuig already declared, ttet ^prbea 
8'Lhambi had receiv^ missionahesr and wbs able to 
five hint mfdrmation as to what kind of beings th&f 
were, he woiAd receiTe one also. It is not, howeTer, 
«t all improbable bat he, like many of the colonists, at 
that period, regarded his notorious okl neighbour as tbe 
ter^ last of the Kaifer chiefs who woold suffer tke es- 
tablishment of Christianity within his dooniions. Many, 
indeed, of his whito opponents deemed both him aad 
Ms subjects fur more proper objects for destraction thaa 
Car salTa^on. But " my thoughts are not as ytnir 
tlMNUfhts ; neiUier ave yoor ways aiy wsfsrs, sait& tlie 
Lord of hosts." 

Odo^^r I2tk, — Thm palarers being ended, I proceeded 
to c<Hinnence the mission, accompanied by Mr. T., an 
artisan, whom we had engaged to take charge of ^o 
hoildiiig asRi other secular concerns. This being, in aU 
probability, the ifarst time the impress of a wagon-wheel 
was ever made upon our path, we had frequent occasion 
to use both hatchets and pickaxes. Hiese implements, 
together with the spade, are almost in^spensable ac- 
oon^nniments of a South African wagon in the intorior. 
The general surfBu;e of the country around us was vaxidi 
broken, which rendered it necessary to travel upon tibe 
summits of the different ridges. The view on each 
side embraced numerous sraafi villages, whence the na* 
tives came out tp meet us with corn anl milk for sale. 
All greeted our party in the most friendhr manne^r, and 
expressed their joy that the place of our habitation was 
finally determined. 

A uttle before sunset, we reached our destination in 
stdety; the neighbouring peak and highlands render ita 
distingnished point. To the southward the country 
falls off rapklly, as far as the Keiskamma ; and on the 
northern side, the Koonya's beauti|hl stream 'meanders 
along, within little more than three miles. There beh^ 
neither house nor inhal»tant to receive us, we took our 
stand beneath the spreading Inanches of a large thorn, 
which nature mj^t seem to have designed as a screen 
from the sun. The news of our arrival speedily flew 
(torn h6rde to horde, and crowds of natives were gath- 
ered around «a at an early hour the foUowtng nuvning. 
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Thi^ deportment was indeed lnendly» tod tbeir^i^liM. 
sioiis of the most flattering description; but circoift* 
stances soon convinced us that they would consider il 
nk) evil to " pick and steal" whenever opportunity eat- 
Ued them to do so. This, of course, is not matter of 
siurprise, with the fact in view that every one U trained 
to such, tricks from earliest infancy. It became e<p 
pedianty therefore, to station, a person as guard over 
such articles as were lying loose atd expos^ about the 
tent, which o£Sce one of ^ the visiters gladly undeiiook* 
and very faithfully sustained, for the saEe ofa few beads. 
Although, as we have already observed, the Kafier is bf 
no means scrupulous about running awa3r with his aeigft- 
bour's property when leA in a temptii^ situation, I 
never knew a single instance of his betraying his trust 
in any thing that was faijly and fully oommitted to his 
charge. Do this, and tlie utmost confidence may in 
general be fdaced in him. 

When practicable and convenient, it is desirable that 
the missionary should dwell somewhere neer the chief; 
since his presence might operate as a check upon ma^ 
rauders ; and his protection would, in that case, be much 
more efficient. When he is at a distance, some time 
must necessarily elapse after the commission of a dep^ 
redation, before an^f formal attempt be made to con- 
vict the offender ; this of course, affords the latter op- 
portunities both for concealment and escape ; and the 
case soon assumes a complex character. Some will 
probably ask, " Why then do you not make it a rule to 
settle in the chiefs hamlet 1" Because, as in the pres- 
ent instance, it often happens that he is npt agreeably 
to it. He is willing for us to dwell in his land, but lyA 
to have his daily vices placed under our eye ; he has no 
objections to our occup3ring a portion of his territory, 
but he has every objection to our witnessing his hea- 
thenish practices Here, as elsewhere, " men love dark- 
ness rather than light, because their deeds are evil ;" 
and in none is this more strikingly evident than in Caf- 
frarian rulers. Besides, such situations are seldom the 
most populous. It rarely happens that a chieAain of 
the first rank has many people living very near him. In 
this respect, their custom differs ^together from that 
of the more northern tribes, who form themsfslves into 
towns, with the chiefs in the midst of them. A numer- 
ous congregation may sometimes, indeed) be seen at 

D3 
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the chieftain's residenee ; that being, as it is en^hali- 
imJUj styled, the Umzi Umeulu (Great Place), to whiek 
the different divisions of the tnbe occasionally' repair. 
Tlie dissipated example, however, of the Intkos fre- 
quently operates as a powerful incentive to evil in those 
around him ; and the lower orders often fear to indulge 
the influenee of better principles when under his eye. 

On examination, we found that the capabilities of the 
station far exceeded our first estimate of them. Hie 
supply of water was considerably better, and the exteitf 
of arable land much greater, than we had anticipated. 
The dense forests of reed along the banks of the river 
below swarmed with birds of different descriptions; 
iamong winch were some of singular species. Of the 
itma orix there were not a few ; the male of which, ac- 
cording to an eminent writer, " is remaikable for its 
grand plumage dimng the spring and summer montiis. 
In these seasons the neck, breast, back, upper and muler 
part df the rump, are of a bright crimson ; the throat 
and abdomen are glossy black. During the other six 
months it is stripped of its gaudy attire, and adopts tiie 
modest garb of tne female ; which is at all times that 
of a grayish brown. They are ffregarious, and buiM 
their nests in large societies. A few of the long-tailed 
ffnches also, described in the Systema Natura, as the 
iosia Caffra, and in the same work ad emberiza longi" 
Cauda, were here seen flying about among^ the dags. 
The changes which this remarkable class of the fea- 
thered tribe undergo are still more extraordinary than 
those of the losia orix : " TTie black feathers of the tail, 
which are fifteen inches long, while the body is barely 
five, arc placed in vertical positions, like those of thia 
domestic cock. The bounty of nature seems to have 
been extended to this bird to its disadvantage, — its tail, 
when on the wing, impeding instead of assisting its 
flight. This long tail, however, only continhes during a 
certain part of the year; in the winder it assumes ^e 
same as that of the female, short, brown, and horizon- 
tal ; and it can then fly like other birds. The change 
of plumage in many birds, from that of the male to the 
female, and the contrary, has led some speculative nat- 
uralists to adopt an opinion that a change of sex also 
actually takes place. This, however, is not the case 
with respect to the two birds in qyestion. The latter 
i^)peats to be one of those few of the feathered tribe 
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that, in a state of nature, are fomd to be pofygaaufOB. 
I have frequMAtly seen from thirty to forty of thev 
nests togpethier ; but never more than two males at oiis 
place. The construction of their nests is very cnrioas: 
they are entirely composed of green grass, neatly plaited 
into around ball, and knotted fest beiween the stems of 
two reeds. The entrance is through a tube, whose ori- 
fice is on the under side next to the water. '^ This 
might seem as i£ designed to secure themselves and 
their ycMm^ from the attack of the water-snake, which 
frequently uisinaatea itself into nests-of other descrip- 
tions. 

The lains set in almost immediately after our arrival 

at Mount Coke; and, with little or no intermission, 

continued for several dsjFS ; h^ice, our sylvan retreat 

became most disadvantageous, reoderinc the tent m a 

great measure useless. To keep oursehres dry either 

b^ night or by day was almost impossible ; so that our 

situation was any thing but comfortable ; and sevsra 

colds were the unavoidaUe consequence. Daring tha 

whole of the fost w^ek we wmre unable to do any thing' 

of importance, either within or without ; and the irst 

Sabbath was moat dreary, wet, and cold. As soan aa 

the weather cleared up, however, the natives iloeked 

around us from sdl sides, offering their services in any 

way we deemed most proper. The erection of a wattled 

cottage haying been determined upon, the men wera 

furnished with* hatchets, and sent on tottie neighboming 

forest, and the women with sickles, to cut down reeda 

for thatch. The herds always claiming thehr first aUen-> 

tion, they aeldom arrived from their respective hamlets 

early in the moming ; nor did they ever remain with 

us after simset in the ev^iing. For some time, there^ 

fore, I made a point of preaching every day at noon, 

when crowds were generally assembled aroond us. Our 

bouseless situation, of coarse, obliged me to addresa 

them under the shade of a large tree, around which the 

sable ^oups aU squatted in circles on the ground. "Hia 

attenti(Ui paid was sometimes hig^y encouraging ; and 

at other times their conduct was vexatious in the ex^ 

treme. The dv9i>osition of the Kaffsr bemg nataraU]fi 

volatile, every tripling object and occurrence trad t!a 

divert him. 
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Mmjr weeks had not elapsed after the ealablidiinent 
«f the station before the colonial govenmient decided 
on opening an occasional market in the neutral terri- 
tory, within i^bout half a day's journey of us. This 
excited considerable mterest among sdl the dans along 
the coast, as all commercial intercourse wit^ the tribes 
had hitherto been confined to Fort Wiltshire, to which 
place tiiey covdd not take their produce^ without foiling 
mto the hands of Gaika, who leried upon them an in- 
tolerably heavy tax, in consideration of the fairs being 
held in the borders of his domain. No sooner was a 
bargain struck, than he or his agents unceremonioi^ly 
4eiaed the choicest part of the proceeds ; and as the 
fttontem $uffici$ was usually determined hj the caprice 
of the chief, or by the lawless cupidtty of those whom 
he e^^>k>yed, the po<Mr trader bad frequently to return 
home wiUi little or nothing for his journey. 

Stmthy, Nov. 18M.*— Ere day begscn to dawn, we were 
wtcumed from our dumbers by rumours of war, and the 
utmort eonfusion prevailed daring the greater part of the 
day. A company of soldiers having been sent agunst 
ClMBOo's clan, a predatory band that infested the neigh- 
bouring mountains, the r^wrt of their guns led all the 
surrounding hordes to expect a visit, as no one seemed 
to know against whom vengeance was determined. In 
llieir alarm, therefore, every one fled to the station, 
conduding that i«> attack woiM be made upon them 
there, until some opportunity, at least, had been afforded 
for mquiry.' In the course of a few hours the bushy 
bamks of the Koonya were completely thronged both 
with men and cattle. The solemnity of the Sabbath 
was. consequently greatly disturbed ; nevertheless, un- 
pleasant as were these circumstances, they furnished 
us with an excellent opportunity for enforcing a highly 
important lesson. Some of the chief captains' were 
extremely solicitous to know whether we should use 
our influence in endeavouring to protect them fVom 
danger, in case the troops came to Mount Coke ; to this 
we of course replied in the affirtnative, until guilt should 
be proved against them ; but that the mission premises 
miBt dn no account whatever be regarded as a refoge 
tor fittevea : upon which they seemed gteatly relieved, 
and frankly acknowledged the propriety of -our deter- 
mination. The barbarously inmscriminate manner in 
which military expeditiommf e sometimes rushed upon 
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^6 tribes, ^nreadin^ desolation and death on aieooiB^ 
of robberies committed by individnals unknown, ha» 
natoraUy rendered the yery sound of mich expeditions 
dreadful throughout the land. 

. On all occasions of this kind the po<» women are 
perfect slaves. It was with an adung heart that I :wii- 
nessed many aged females pasaiing by^ m'the course of 
133e day, having both heads and hands so heavily laden 
with hides, calabai^es, and cooking utensils, lie, as to 
be scarcely able to move along^. Hius circumstanced, 
great numbers dois^ess fall into the handaof the enemy 
m times of war ; for tiieir hui^Mmds afford them no assbt* 
ance or protection whatever. . The preserration of the 
cattle constitutes the grand object of their soHcikide ; 
and with these, which are trained for tfa« purpose, they 
run at an astonishing rate, leaving both wives and 
children to take their ehanee. 

The ease with which the Kaffer lays aside his anxie«> 
ties and care is truly remarkable. When the fatigues 
and toils of the day are brought to ma, end, he collects 
his herd, kindles a fittle fire, creeps under the ^reading 
bodghs of a bush, and there contentedly vnraps himself 
up in his mantle. Amid the most troublous times, if 
imminenf danger be not absolutely at hand, he cheerfully 
spends his evening in turning the adventinres of the day 
into tales of the most joccdar description, and then lies 
down to sleep as composedly as if guarded by a thoth 
sand men. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Duthani's visit to Albany— The attack upon Graham's Town— 
Escape of an old native-^Fnr^ of an eleph«it — ^Bztent of Ktf* 
fer territory — Baflblo Mountains— Superstitious fisarr-Chafac- 
tor of the soil — Nunteroas springs — Kavages of locusts— Bush- 
man's cave — Chief's sporting grounds— Kaflfer hospitality— A 
banditti. 

Thb year 1826 was commenced by our yomi^ chief in 
a manner that fully proved the sincerity of his desire 
for peace with the colony. A native belonging to one 
of the neighbouring clans, having brought into his ter*- 
ritohes a number of stolen horses for sale, was arrested^ 
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and compelled to ^ve them vp. On tlia secopd of Jan- 
aary he came to inform me that he had succeeded in 
getting possession of them, and that hd was detenniBcd 
to forward them to the colonial authorities, to , be re- 
stored to thehr respective OMrners. The a^[>earaiice of 
such a principle coohi not but be hailed witii pleasure, 
although the nwnerous <)ue0tions to which such subjects 
sometimes give rise constitute no small portion of our 
perplexities. The time appointed for our distric t>nieet- 
mg being at hand, I proposed his accompanying r&e to 
Graham's Town, where he might himself deliver the 
e^len animals in the proper quarter, and thereby obtain 
an introduction to those m power. To this he gladly 
acceded, and went at the time ai^inted, attended oi^ 
by two of his counsellor^ his youn^^ brother, aad a 
couple of servants. 

The day after their arrival, they were introduced tQ> 
Lieutenant-ci^nel Somerset, the commandant, who 
kindly ordered all necessary attention to be paid to their 
wishes and wants during their stay. The day following, 
being Sabbath, they attended divine service in our 
chapel, and conducted themselves with marked propri- 
ety. The appearance of the congregation, the order of 
the service, and the solemnity of the occ^ion evi- 
dently impressed them much, as they had never before 
witnessed any thing of the kind. After minutely exam- 
ining almost every corner of the place, Dushani, with 
mamfest astonishment, exclaimed, " And is it possible 
to build such a house for God in "our land V* After 
spending about a week in town, they became anxious 
respecting home ; and as I was not ready to return, the 
commandant furnished them with a military escort, lest 
any harm should befall them on the way. During their 
stay, they were treated with unexpected kmdness by the 
British colonists generally ; received numerous pres* 
ents, and returned highly satisfied with their visit. ^ 

The appearance of this chief in Albany revived the 
recollection of an event which it may not be uninter- 
esting here to notice. The last combined attack of 
the Kaffers upon the colony, made when Graham's Town 
was a mere garrison, and but a few months prior to the 
arrival of the emigrants, was commanded by this very 
man. Colonel W., the principal officer on the station, 
on hearing that the natives were approaching, sent out 
detachments to reconnoitre ; and these, upon coming 
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within sight of the saMe army, immedimtely galoped 
back to the camp with all speed. Perceiving this, th« 
Ka£fers were unhappily led to coBclude that the smmO 
and scattered party before them constituted the whole 
force of the enemy, whose pi^ecipitate retreat induced 
the supposition that they were leaving the field in des- 
pair. Under this impression they made a rapid advance,, 
which was unsospectingly continued mitil close to the 
very mouths of the camion. These had been drawn 
out and planted not far from where our mission-iioase 
and chap>el now stand. At the very moment, therefore,, 
when the poor creatures were dreaming of certain vic- 
tory, sudden destruction came upon them. A drc«ulM 
firing was opened ; and great numbers literally blown ta 
atoms, while others escaped, not without serious wouada 
and broken limbs, which in many instances proved fatal 
afterward. 

One old man, who had the care of our draught oxen^ 
received two or three musket4>alls in different parts of 
his body ; one of these penetrated his left breast, and 
came out above the shoulder-blade ; so that it actually 
passed directly through him . When pointing out the spot 
on which he stood at the time he was shot, he fturther 
stated that he lay among the dead for several hours ; 
during which period, a party of soldiers passed by, ex- 
amining the bodies, and putting to death all in whom 
symptoms of life appeared. At length, however, cov- 
ered by the shades of evening, he managed to creep 
away on his hands and knees, sta3ring the effusion of 
blood by stuffing his wounds with 'grass and herbi^, as 
he went along ; using at the same time, a certain diar- 
rhoetic, consisting of herbs- and the leaves of shrubs. In 
this condition he travelled, by short stages, nearly fifty 
miles ; and in the course of a few m<mthis was in a great 
measure restored to health again. He carried with 
him, however, the effects of Uiat adventure to the day / 

of his death, as he never acquired perfect soundness; > 
and the wounds left large cicatrices, showing the entr6 
and egress of the ball. On questioning him respecting 
the cause of so remarkable a deliverance, he verv 
frankly ascribed it to that Almighty Power with which 
he was but little acquainted, and of which, at the pe- 
nod alluded to, he knew nothing at all. 
_The recollection of th&t day and its scenes msde then 
tremble while approaching the spot, aiid especially whsa 
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within sigkt of the town. The number, size, and ar- 
rangement of the houses, viewed from the neighbour- 
ing hills, seemed to impress them deeply, insomuch that 
aU stood gazing for some time in perfedt silence, as if 
doubtful of their safety in entering. Finding, however, 
that their former hostile schemes were not so much at 
named, and ^at they were everywhere treated with 
kindness and hoapitaUty, their fears soon gave {dace to 
gratitude and admiration. And the circumstance of 
this poweif id chief now visiting the colony in so differ- 
ent a character, and wiUi feelings the very opposite of 
those which he formerly indul^d, without even a. sin- 
gle spear in his hand, excited considerate interest; 
while^ the generous recepticm he met with from all 
classes evi&ntly induced a strong attachment to Uie 
British character, and a high sense of the benefits of 
civilization. This of course materially added to our 
weight and influence among his subjects ; and did more 
towards eflfectually conquering the " savage breast," and 
establishing permanent peace, than all the sangiunaiy 
terrors of war could possibly have done. 

Soon after their departure the rains set in, and speed- 
ily rendered the Fish River's bridgeless stream wholly 
impassable. Fortunately they had safely crossed before 
the flood came down, so th^t to them it proved no bar- 
rier. But when we arrived on its banks a few days 
afterward, no one was able to get through, without im- 
minent risk of life. We were consequently obliged to 
encamp until its waters abated. While thus detained 
the heat was most oppressive, not only during the day, 
but throughout the night likewise, the thermometer fre- 
q[Uentiy standing iat 100^ and 103° in the shade. I was 
now fully convinced of the correctness of Mr. Barrow's 
accouat of the high temperature which he experienced 
when descending towards the level of this river. " In 
the course of an hqur," says that gentleman, " the ther- 
mometer, which at noon [in September] stood at 73° 
ascended to 102° in the shade ; at which point it re- 
mained at the ford for some hours." Mrs. K. became 
exceedingly languid and unwell, and our dear infant suf- 
fered extremely; the fever occasionally rising to an 
alarming height. 

The Sabbath found us peculiarly situated : far from 
t^e assemblies of the pious, and from the house of ordi- 
oaiioes ; in a deep and londy vale, wild and dreary in- 
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deed. A dense forest, extending maay miles ereiy watjr, 
enconipassed us about ; and the stunning din of a sweep- 
mg torrent was perpetually npcm our ears. No sooner 
had the shades of night fallen than the hideoi:» screaiw 
of elei^ants, the doleful howl of wolnres, and the dis- 
sonant screech of owls were heard on every side. In 
the course of the evening a prodigiously large elephant 
passed within a few paces of~ our eckcampment ; and • 
h^rd of these terriic creatures came down to drink on 
the of^posite bank the nigh^ before. The wagon of 

Mr. , a naturalist, who had occasion, some montlMi 

previoui^y, to spend the night near the spot where we 
were obliged to tarry,.was violently attacked by one of 
these sagacious brutes, which actually poshed its tusk 
throng the side, and into some chests that were within. 
Some have supposed that the animal was irritated by a 
smell arising from the bones of one of its own species ; 
the entire skeleton and skin of which that gentleman was 
taking with him to the colony. 

Two Kaffers, who were excellent swimmers^ having 
come to our assistance, and the waters havkig greatly 
abated, we put our oxen to the yoke about sunrise on 
Wednesday the 15th (February), resolvmg, if possible, 
to ^n the opposite bank. Abcmt ten days previouslv 
an English soldier was lost at the ibrd in a similar ad- 
v^&ture ; and a few days subsequently one of the traders' 
wagons was completely swept away, notwithstanding 
ev^ry effort to save it. By the good providence of God, 
however, althoujdi one of our vehicles was in consider- 
aUe danger, whue passing, we all at length gCMk waMy 
through without any loss whatever. The accompanjriag 
view, taken while our little mission party were crossing 
the Great Orange River, lot 1831, may serve to give the 
reader some idea both of the dificulty and dm^r to 
which the African missionary is sometimes wiavoidafo^ 
sub|ected, in the i^rosecution of his asdhioos work. 

Bein^ now settled in the native teorritiuy, the state, 
capalHhties, and habits of the people around us became, 
of course, sfibjects of interestmg and diligent research. 
The country occupied by the AmakosK, and generally 
known by the name of Kafferland, is a comparatively 
narrow strip, extending from the colcmial bovmdary to 
the Bairiiee, or St. John's River. On the south side it isi 
bounded by the sea, and on the north l^ a high ridge of 
monntains, which is said to extend into the vicinage of. 
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Delagoa Bay, and which, westward, forms a part of tiie 
Winter Berg, Bush Berg, and Bruintjes Hoogte chain. 
' This range, which, in the course of my missionaoy 
peregrinations, I had occasion to cross, shortly after oar 
arrival at Mount Coke, is but an easy day's ride from ^ 
station. Its height from the level of the sea is consito- 
able ; and its summit, in the winter season, is frequentiy 
covered with snow for months together. 

Along the base there are, here and there, fine savamtas, 
beautifully intersected with small clumps of trees, and 
carpeted with a rich variety of herbaceous plants. An 
excellent streamlet meanders among the shrubbery in 
the centre of the valleys, and give^ life to the whole 
landscape. Having reached the foot of the principal 
ascent, we alighted, and began to climb on foot, but the 
heat of the day rendered our walk any thing bat plea- 
sant. On one part of the dechvity the path led throu^ 
a dense forest of yellow-wood trees (the princi^ 
timber of the colony), some of which were the largest 
I ever saw. 

The upper part of the mountain presented to the eye 
immense precipices, capped with large rhomboidal t^ 
lets and projecting angles, forming a kind of cornice to 
the facCi On the sides of the declivities there was a 
description of prismatic quartz cr3rstals, in a corroded 
state, and evidently undergoing the process of decom- 
position. Indeed the change of quartz into clay, as has 
been justty remarked by different travellers, is jMsrc^ 
ible in almost all the mountains of Southern Africa. 
Iron-stone was everywhere observaMe ; and likewise 
eonsiderable <]^uantities of ochre, of different kin<te; 
some few specimens I met with in the state of impal- 
pable powder, enclosed in crustaceous coverings of a 
reddish colour, of the hardness and consistence of baked 
earthenware, sometimes in single nodules of an inch or 
two inches in diameter, but more firequenUy in clusteis 
of two, three, or four nodules connected by uecl^ 
which are also hollow. In these stones every shade 
of colour is said to have been found except the greens; 
but the most common are those of a pale yellow and 
chocolate brown. 

(ki gaining the jKunmit, fine grassy plains stretched 
before us ^ md, contrary to expeetation,we found thickly- 
il^atttted • hamlets in every direction. Upon inquiry 
it ^ppearei tkai this was made the summer residence 
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and grazing^ ]dace of those clans that lire almi^ the base 
of the mountain. The pasturage was particularly good, 
and very abundant. The climate also seemed to m re* 
markabiy fine ; and thie general aspect of the country,' 
the trees, and the shrubbery stHkii^^ly res^nbled thoee 
in many parts of England. Numerous rills, of beantiM 
limpid water, rippled in various directions, mid within 
short distances of each other. Some of the aitreani0 
ponred forth from projecting rocks, which rendered them 
capable of being led out over hundreds of acres. Most 
of them ran over rocky beds ; and the soil, although 
perhaps not very deep, was evidently such as mi^be 
made abundantly productive. 

The sharp and salubrious air that we here breathed 
rendered us all exceedingly hungry ; and, after travelling 
some miles upon the heights, we fell in with a native 
who had just been taking a bees' nest. For a |mrt of 
his spoil a price was offered, which he immediately ac- 
cepted ; and we made a meal of " wild honey." The 
sweetness of our repast, however, excited intense tiiirst, 
and made all glad to alight at the first brook we came to. 
Here an accident occurred which, at the moment, was 
somewhat alarming ; and which, from the superstitious 
view that the party took of it, seemed likely to produce 
very serious results. My guide, who had not been much 
accustomed to riding on horseback, when getting off, 
fell to the ground, under the animal's belly; and the 
horse immefiately raising his foot, trod upon and wound- 
ed him severely in a tender part. For some minutes 
his agony was extreme ; and the blood flowed so copi- 
ously as to induce serious apprehensions in my own 
mind. He at length, however, recovered a little ; and, 
the parts being bound up with certain leaves, the effusion 
w^as stayed until we arrived at one of the native huts, 
when a kind of embrocation was prescribed, and used 
with considerable effect. I could not but observe one 
thing, which constituted an additional proof of the dread- 
fid degree in which their minds are influenced by super- 
stitious fear. Notwithstanding the excruciating pain 
under which the poor fellow was suffering, he womd not 
move an inch from the spot until he had cleansed every 
stone, and erased from the ^ound all marks of bloocL' 
On my asking why he did this, I was informed that it 
was to prevent any one using his blood a? a weapon 
against nim \ '^ 



wipleasaBt (and, in the o|HBi0& of eur fettoiF- 
travellera, inanspioiouft) circumstance proved a cchk 
eid^nible hinderance, and obliged us to halt at liie 
nearest hamlet. The eyening set in exceedingly cold; 
and the bleak winds to which our elevated situation ex- 
poeed U8 roodered shdter not a little desirable. Some 
time, however, elapsed before we could [urevail upon 
any one to accommodate us with a hut ; but having at 
length succeeded in obts^ning one, the people were 
assembled for divine worship. To this sacred du^ 
they were utter strangers, as appeared both from their 
words and actions. O how difficult it is to address those 
who have literally no more knowledge of divine things 
than the very beasts that perish ! who are alto^ther 
'^ earthly, sensual, and devUish f who have no conc^ 
tion whatever of tke character, attributes, or perfections 
of Jehovah, — of heaven or of hell,*-of their state and 
danger as sinners, or of their absolute need of a Saviour! 
W^l might the great apostle of the^i^entiles exclaim, 
'^ Who is. sufficient for these things V^ 

The wretched hovel in which we were pent up dorktf 
the night, being not only filthy but very small, rendered 
the cl^ring light of day not a little acceptable. My 
guide now determined on returning by short and easy 
stages ; a measure which I had before strongly advised, 
but to which he would not then listen. Perceiving that 
we were not yet on the highest part of the mountain, 
but that there was a second range some miles farther 
on, we resolved on proceeding. Hence, after procuring 
other ^des, and Ineakfasting on a little fresh milk, the 
only kmd of food obtainable, our horses were saddled, 
and we continued our journey. The richness of this 
unejqplored district penectly astonished us, as it far 
exceeded any thing we had expected to see ; and the 
mountaineers were not^ a little curious to know the ob- 
ject of our visit. Soniie of them seemed to regard our 
movements with considerable suspicion ; which was not 
at a^ surprising, if what they stated was correct, vix 
that we were the first white men whom they had ever 
seen traversing those highlands. 

A superincumbent stratum of trapstone constituted 
one of the distinguishing features of the country ; huge 
and detached masses of this were in many places stand- 
ing several feet above the surface. These, like many 
o^ers which had but just sunk to the level of the eart& 
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•ili&ited every sy luptom of pfogroMiw dwMrooirilioD ; 
and on their exterior had numercrat deep and perpa»- 
dicuhur Assures of vanoiiB dimenskms. In aone pUboee 
there inrere vast emineBces ooBsistiiig eotiielv af this 
descsrcption of rock, around the bans of lifaich tha soil 
appeared to beamaziiiglyrich, prodociaraipreatnviety 
ef yoiing teees, shrubs, and iruteaeeiit pwBHts, thai were 
growing' in the greatest luxuriance. On this atcomi 
the Kaffor females had in many instaacea aeledad fhese 
apots for their gardens, which were abandaatly pra- 
-dnctrpe. 

The numeroQs springs aad fine atreama of water fomd 

on these mountains, together vhA tiie raina that are 

frequently aeen descettdnig open them, even when the 

Rowlands are completely parched, Mkv aocomita for the 

aup^eiity of the rivers en tiiia part of the coast. "WhtOk 

we arrived at the foot of the second ridge, much OMSa 

-abrupt in its ascent, and far BKnre nak^ in ita genend 

a^[>ect than the first, we cioaaed aaottiar strong iitifiam 

rushing from the rocks amid umbrageous w(K>ds that 

grew on each side of it. Its sound waa heard aoma 

time before it appeared in sight. A nore ■doiighlfai 

site for a mission village oouM scafcelvbe foaad than 

the place where it iseues forth, and w»sre large fields 

might be laid completely umier water if aeosssaiy*^ in 

its immediate ricinage, there is timber of various da- 

soriptions sufficient wr all the puipasesof a large totm ; 

and the scenery is highly picturesque, as wdl aaronmo- 

tic. But although a most desirable situation, the cq1A> 

ness of the climate in the winter season is a fonaidaUe 

obstacle, in the view of the natives, to its ever being 

made a j^ace of permanent ^sidence. And this objee^ 

tiott will, in all probability, continue until the inovaase 

of population renders it absolutely necessary to oacnpy 

and cultivate aU those extensive plains and g^ns 

which at pres^it lie entirely waste in different pMrts 

of Caffrana. 

Having reached the highest point of this division of 
the chain, aU the different districts of the clans ware 
pointed out down to the seaooast, which may be heie 
^tinctly seen when the horizon is suffiitiently dear* 
We then commenced our descent on the opposite sidsti 
where the prospect was as forbidding as the one fr^at 
which we had just turned was pleasing. It is almost 
unpossiUe to give^i correct idea of the dil^arsnce be* 



twi6en the eoimtryiiorthwaid and that to the southwud, 
akhough divided only by a narrow ridge, scarcely one- 
fourth of a mile acrosa. Nothing bat barren vales and 
naked lulls, with here and there a range of precipices 
or dielving rocks, were now before us. At the bottom 
of the mountain stood a solitary hut or twOy where we 
procured a bowl of sour milk, the only refreshment we 
could get. 

The poor Bushmen fonnerly occupied the tract upon 
which we now entered, but which had long been G»r 
tirely destitute of inhabitants. " Waste howling wilder- 
ness^' was the most appropriate appellation I could find 
for it, and at once constituted the very best 4escriptioii. 
The lion and panther have uncontrolled domain ; and 
wkfle these have for years been feeding upon the difier- 
«Ht kinds of antelope and other game, it is but too evi- 
dent HuX the human species afio have been awMy 
wasted by the ferocity or such creatures, and by the bur- 
barity of unenlightened men. A deadly hatred appears 
to have subsdsted between the Kaffers and the tribes 
above mentioned ; and while dwelhng so near each 
other,' the latter availed themselves of every opportunity 
for committing deinredations upon their more saMe 
neighbours ; vdio, in retaliating, were seldom satisfied 
with a bare recapture, but generally destroyed every 
Bushman, woman and child that fell in their way. 
Thus were these poor creatures often driven either into 
the interior, where Uieir enemies were equally numer- 
ous—or upon the colonial frontier, where the boors 
were at that period equally cruel towards them. Hence 
it is scarcely possible to conceive of a situation more 
wretched, or of circumstances more deplorable, than 
those in which these wandering outcasts have ever been 
placed. 

Having heard various reports of an immense reptile, 
which is said to have been frequently seen in the moun- 
tains we had just crossed, and which, according to the 
description given by the natives of its size, form, and 
habits, Ac., would seem to be something of the anaconda 
or boa-constrictor species, I was induced to make it the 
eubject of particular inquiry, in order, if possible, to 
ascertain whether or not that formidable sn^ke be m- 
digenous to this part. The KafTers informed us that a 
drawing of it was to be seen in one of the caves for- 
merty ocovpied by the Bushmen ; we therefore deter- 
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iuned on extending our journey, in the hope of obtenw 
ngj at least, this piece of collateral eridence upon tlie 
(itbject. 

The view around was any thing hut pieaaiag ; for, 
resides the general aridity of the scm, there were evident 
races of immense swarms- of locusts, with which the 
rhole country appeared -to have been covered only a 
(hort time before. These devourers had left but a veiy 
M^anty portion of grass for the beasts of the fiekL There 
prere, nevertheless, large herds of gnoes, eazeHes, and 
)ther graminivorous animals grazing on each side of us. 
How they all obtained food is extremely difficult to coo* 
[^elve : neiUier tree nor bush was to be teen in any 
lirection. On arriving at the spot that constituted this 
abject of our curiosity, we were greatly disappointed ; 
for, although there were indeed a. number of rude 
sketches drawn on the face of the rock, Uie one I was 
o»H?e especially anxious about was not to be foimd. The 
cave, denominated by t^e natives Daleewa, is but a kind 
of overhangii^ rock on the bank of a small rivulet that 
runs hard l^. On the smooth sides of this recess, the 
troglodyte inhabitants had amused tiiemselves by draw> 
ing several different animals ; some of which were sor- 
pri^ngly well done ; and liie whole sneh as to enable 
the beholder instantly to recognise the origimli TlMve 
was a number of strange delineations of the human 
figure also ; from whence it was quite evident ttkat ^e 
untutored artist had had the Dutch boor prindpi^ in 
his eye.. Two or three of them, however, almost in- 
duced us to conclude that he was not altogether igno- 
rant of the shape of some of our military duidiee. The 
materials with which they had be^!i executed oonsttted 
of various kinds of ochre, charcoal, and white ela]r« 
The upper part' of the cavern was covered with a thm 
coating of dart^ pitchy matter, which I at first took to 
be merely the effect of smoke ; but was subsequently 
told that it was the Mijhgift, or rock poison, with which 
the Bushman almost always envenoms the points of his 
^^^ ; and which is found in his subterraneous retreats. 
In one corner, near the entrance, a quantity of dt^gOi 
or wild hemp, was growing : of this noxious plant, me 
people in question arc extravagantly fond, as are 
many of the Hottentots also, on account of its narcotic 
quality. 

We were here close to the base of a third bhain of 
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Wit, behiid wliidi nms one of the laigest men oiCd\ 
imnsL, commonly called ^ the Kae." it constitutes tbr 
boundary between the colony and the Amatembu teni- 
:tory ; aoHl, after winding round the back part <^ Wiiter 
heigj it takes an easterly course^ and finally diiBen* 
bogiies its enlarged stream into '^le Indian Ocean, afev 
miles below the dw€lling-f>lace of Uioza. Its banks, it 
m short distance from w^re we halted, bad Teccaatij 
been occupied by several bends oi wanderiBg:' exiks, 
driven from their homes by the Fitcsoii. This inva^ 
force had repeatedly attacked the Tambookie tnbei 
likewise^ and done consideraUe mischief. There beizif 
no place of shelter nearer diaa that at which we bad 
rested for a short time in the motning, we detennised 
on returning thittier to spend ^e night. 

The uninhabited tract over which we had been trav- 
elling fonned the sporting-igrounds of the principal cfa^ 
ki'the neighbourhood, whither they occasionally resort 
^th large parties of their men to spend a few days in 
hunting. Although we rode hard, nifht overtook w 
kmg before we reached the society o7 men ; and jaA 
as it began to be dark, our native as^ciates became 
gneatly farmed by the discovery of a prodigious wnud 
three or four faondred paces ahead of us. All were 
tmanimottsly of opinion that it was a lion ; but how tax 
they were correct is difficult to say, as the. twilight osij 
lost enabled me to perceive -some kind of large betft 
momg backwards and forwards on the rising groend, 
^^ich placed it between us and the horizon. Howeixo:, 
whatever it might be, every one was glad to see him 
move off and leave the paUi cleur as we approached, 
al&ou^ this was ,done in a very tardy and delibente 
manner, as if measuring. each step he took. 
' By the time we arrived at the foot of the mountain, 
the moon hadjrisen, and her brilliancy speedily dispened 
the cheerless g^kiom of the desert, which night renders 
tenfold* The Kaffer famfly were (weparmg for their 
evenkqr's repast, of which they kindly allowed us to 
pavtake. This consisted sim|dy of two or three baskets 
of acidulated miUc, with which the fresh supply just 
brdu^t from the cow was previously mixed. After 
sapper we endeavoured to call their attention to tiie 
oQi^deration of spiritual things, in as easy and famiMar 
a manner as possible. All were attentive; but none 
Uppeazed to take any heaxtfolt interest in the word 
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ffrofeen. Cor host, having only lately come to the plac% 
was but ill prepared to accommodate us with lodgingib 
Hence, on asking for a hut to sleep in, I was informed 
that one was all he had ; but that, if we Uiougfat proper, 
we were at liberty to occupy a small half-built shed 
among the shrubbery hard by, which was s^propriated 
to the use of his senrants. This consisted merely of a 
few live twigs bent at the tops, and interwoven so as to 
form a frame, which was loosely covered with long 
grass and branches. It was by no means the most 
Bieasant or desirable situation to he down in, as tbm 
ktgh weeds and thick underwood that surrounded it 
were evidently a nest for serpents and other vermin. 
As usual, boweyer, we committed ourselves into the 
hands of Hiiy whose all-seing eye neither slumbers nor 
sleeps, and whose gracious providence is all-sufficient 
to pst>tect those th^ put their trust in him. 

At an early hour the follo¥ring morning, we again 
emssed the mountain ; and the weather stiU continuing 
tne, our ride was as delightful as it had been dreary thS 
preceding day. A beast having been slaughtered at one 
of the villages, we found the mountaineers assemUed in 
gres^ numl^rs, and festively helping their neighbour to 
eat his beef. Seeing the smoke rising while yet at a 
considerable distance, and being pretty well aware of 
the cause, our hungry fellow-travellers were all anxiety 
to get to the spot. Plain animal food, either broiled or 
bol^d (the usual and oidy modes of cooking), without 
say admixture, — salt, seasoning, or vegetame, — is tb» 
gi^test luxury the Kafier desires ; and whenever ai^ 
one kills a cow or an ox, it is an invariable custom 
thrmighout the country for all around to flock to the 
feast, as a matter of course. The members of his own 
^t^unily seldokn obtain a larger portion than the uninvited 
stranger, who is generally allowed to partake as loig 
Bs any bone remains unpidced. 

The treatment we met with from the ns^es on this 
jottney was, upon the whole, far better than we had 
^i^ipated, as the clans hving along the base of the 
nouiitaiii are c^ekbrated thi^^es and robbers; (Wkdi 
y^m the nunre peaceable tribes are eontinuaU}^ suffer- 
^» On descending from the heights, we fell in with 
gy or two companies 0(f them ; and fiercer-lookiqg fek 
'^^ I never saw. Tbm savage air and extraordina^ 
^7 nide mannen were quite svffiemt to unnerve thi 
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•ometimes fowaH thicklT seottered over lai|re pai^e t 
#f grovmd ; and several species of xermuimnmi and 
Mo^iAa/tifm decorate tke grassv plains with their biS^ 
nant colours of red, yellow, and silky white. 
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Probable origin of the Ksflfem— First Mttlement on the K«e 
— FigUTe--Oeiieral Chtfactei^-Erroneous yiewt of traTeHen^ 
Apparel— Feoude drees and manners— Little visible distinction- 
Change and innovations— Ornaments — Houses— Hamlets— Wealtb 
— Bullion of the country — Diet— Superstitious fears of the goide 
— ^Vile conduct of individuals — Native scruples concerning swine^ 
flesh and fish— Fihhy customs. 

Little or no information respecting the origin of these 
tribes can be obtained from the Kaffer hintself, as he 

Sossesses no vestige of a record, nor indeed much tra- 
itionary knowledge that is at idl satisGactory. Some 
are decidedly of opinion that they are not the aborigines 
of the southern angle of AfHca. " Surrounded on ^ 
sides,*' sa3rs Barrow, '* by a people that difier from them 
in every point, in colour, in features, in form, in dispo- 
sition, manners, and language, it would be absurd to 
consider them indigeinous to the small spot they now 

Eossess. Were I to speculate upon their origui, I wou^ 
^ve little hesitation in giving it as my opinioa, that 
Ihey are descended from some of the tribes of those 
wandering Arabs known by the name of Bedouins. 
These people are known to have penetrated into almost 
every part of Africa. Colonies of them have found their 
way even into the islands of South Africa, where more 
•enous difficulties would occur than in a journey over" 
land to the Gape of Good Hope. By skirting the R^ 
$ea, and turning to the southward, along the seacoast, 
the Great Desert of sand, that divides Africa into two 
parts, is entirely avoided ; and the passage lies over a 
country habitable, as far as is known, in every part. 
Their pastoral habits and manners, their kind and friendly 
reception of strangers, their tentnshaped houses, the re- 
mains of that erand feature of Islamism, the circuai' 
• eision of male children, which is universally practised 
iaiong aH the Kafifer hordes^— all strongly denote ^CNir 
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nAmly to the Bedouin tribes. ^ *Their coontenaneo ii 
aiflo truly Aralnc. They differ only^ ii co]bjir;'vv)}lc|c 
varies from deep bronze to jet black*; -birfihat' of (be 
latter is most {^dominant. K they had the smattesl 
resemUance to the African ne^es, either in their fea* 
tores or conformation, they might be supposed to owe 
their dark complexion to an intercourse, in their passage 
through the country, with these people ; but there is not 
the least appearance of this havmg been the case. To 
the Ethiopians, or Ab3rssinians, they bear a much stronger 
resemblance." 

According to tradition, the Amaxos» first settled on 
the Kae River about 1670^5 ; at which period they ap» 
pear to have been governed bv a powernil chief, named 
TOguh. Between them and the colony were the Gona* 
quas, a mixed tribe, which was ruled by Kohla. Hie 
Kaffer clans,belongiBg to Koocha and Tinde (subordinate 
chieftains), suDbequently purchased the Gonaqua tenri- 
tory, extending along the coast from the Fish River to 
the Sunday River. In consequence of this measurei 
the latter were obliged to remove further inland ; and ulti- 
mately settled about Zuurberg^ and Bruintjes Hoogte* 
Here, however, they had not remained long before the 
colonists came upon and drove them out in a manner the 
most barbarous. Beii^ both armed and mounted, they 
of course found no difficulty in making themselves soli 
lords of the manor,-^in enslaving the timid race whom 
they foui^ in possession of it,— iind in perfidiously in- 
firinging the rights of the Amaxos» also. But more of 
this hereafter. 

While I cannot go the lengths of some who havo 
panegvrized the Kaffers as ** the finest race of men ever 
behc^," I may, without fear of contradiction, sute that 
there are many remartcably fine and well-made men 
among them. Many of them are tall, robust, and very 
inuscQlar : their halnts of life induce a firmness of car- 
nage, and an open, manly demeanour, which is al- 
together free from that apparent consciousness of fear 
and suspicion Mrkich generally characterizes uncivilized 
nations. In stature mey vary from five to six feet ten 
inches ; and a cripple or deformed person is seldom seen 
wnongthem. ** The particular causes to which they 
are indebted for their fine forms, and athletic strengtii 
of body, I do not pretend to develop; but it maybe 
observed^ ^hat they are exempt from many of those 



csuses that in more dTiloed societiM contrftute. t« ii>- 
.j^eild uml jpramp tiie growth of the body. Their diet if 
«xt*r«fti6ly shBple ;' then- exercise that of the most salo- 
tary nature ; their limbe are not encumbered with elotii- 
ing ; the air they breathe is pure ; their frame is not 
shaken or enervated by the use of intoxicating liqu<ws, 
for they are not acquainted with them : they eat when 
they are hungry ; wad sleep when nature demands it."* 
Thus far are we able to go with this celebrated writ»; 
but when he r^nresents the Ka£fer as being free from 
licentiousness, we must dissent from his opinion alto- 
gether, although fully aware of standing oi^[>osed to the 
views of other travellers likewise, whose mistakes on 
subjects of this nature are perhaps to be attributed to their 
want of time for more nunute and correct observation, 
rather than to any intention to mislead. It is easy for 
men who spend out k few days, or weeks, at most, 
among such people, to fall into errors of this kind. 

" Though black, or very nearly so, they have not one 
line of the African negro in the shape and turn of their 

Eerson. The comparative anatomist might indeed be a 
ttle peri^exed in arranging the scull of a Kaffer in the 
chain which he has so ingeniously put together, compre- 
handing all the links from the most perfect European 
to the ourang-outang ; and from it, through all the mon- 
key tribe. The heid of a Ka£fer is not, generally, more 
ekHigated than that of a European ; the frontal and occi- 
pital bones form nearly a semicircle ; and a hste from 
the forehead to the chin, drawn over the nose, is, in some 
instances, as finely rounded, and as convex, as the {»o- 
file of a Roman or a Grecian countenance^ In shoii, 
had not nature bestowed upon him the dark-colouring 
principle that anatomists have discovered to be owing 
to a certain gelatinous fluid lying between the e{»der- 
mis and the cuticle, he might have ranked among the 
first Europeans. Among other causes that masrhave 
contributed to keep up die tall and athletic stature of 
the Kaffers are their frequent intermarriages with stran- 
gers. One main article of their trade with the Ami- 
tembtt nation is the exchan^ of cattle for their yoimg 
women. All the principal chiefs have Tambookie wives ; 
for whom they pay a mueh higher price than for thost 
of their own people/' 
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N«lt3ier the Kaffer nor ih& Tambo<^6 women, liew« 
. erer, are any thing near so well-formed as the men. 
, They are mostly of low stature ; very strong limbed ; 
and particularly muscular in the leg, — more especially 
I when advanced in years. They have no traces what- 
} ever of the thick lip, which forms such a prominent 
trait in the features of the African negro ; and as widely 
. do they differ both in person and character from the 
^ Hottentot race, in whose borders they have so long 
^ been resident. They are remarkaUy good-humoured, 
[ cheerful, and animated in general, excepting when en- 
feebled by sickness or age. There is a national sprigfat- 
liness, activity, and vivacity about them, which greatly 
distinguishes them from the women of most nations that 
are but little advanced in civilization, and who are gen- 
erally reserved in their disposition tovrards strangers. 
"We pitched our tents,'' adds the above-mentioned au* 
thor, ^^ at night, on the banks of the Careeka, amid 
several htmdreds of these people ; who, on our advancing, 
came swarming out of the thick shrubbery that skirted 
the river. A party of women were the first who advanced 
to salute us, laughing and dancing round the wagons, 
and putting on all the coaxing manners they could in- 
vent, with a view of procuring from us some tobacco 
and buttons. Good-humour, animation, and a cheerfiil 
turn of mind beamed conspicuously in all their counte* 
nances-" 

Their apparel, like that of the ancient Britons in the 
days of Jukus CaBsar, consists wholly of beasts' skins, 
curried and prepared in such a manner as to render 
them perfectly soft and pliable. The inner side is then 
coloured with a kind of dark ochre, or charcoal. These 
leathern garments, which are generally long enough to 
reiach to the feet, are merely suspended from the shoul- 
ders, like a soldier's cloak, waa hang entirely loose, 
excepting when the cold renders it necessary to wrap 
themselves up more closely. But, leaving out of the 
({uestion a anall and indecent covering that hides the 
part whence the fore-skin was cut in circumcision, a 
state of nudity is that in which the men are most fre- 
quently seen ; and in which they appear to pride them- 
selves. Hence arises the filthy practice of rubbing their 
bodies from head to foot with the fat of animals, or 
some other unctuous matter, to prevent the skin firom 
being parched by the sun's rptys* j 
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file head is quite exposed in tbe hottMl^ as idsoio 
tbejcoldest weather, unless stckness oMige tham to o9wwr 
it They frequently indeed deprive ttemselyeB of tb» 
^fht covering with which nature has Amu^wd tbmm, 
by shaving the head altogether. Bat this is doubttees 
done, in most cases at le»it, for the pinrpose of nddfog 
themselves of vermhi, which is not a little increased 1^ 
^e mode adopted, and materials used, in dressing th«r 
hair. They seldom put any thing on the feet, except 
when travelling, and about taking a considef^Me joor- 
Bey ; and then they only wear soles, or a rude descrip- 
tion of sandals, consisting of stiff pieces of hide rougidy 
shaped to the foot, and Axed by means of two or &e6 
short thongs, tHat pass over the instep. 

I have been told by the old men that their ancestoiv 
were accustomed to wear a small apron when occasiOB 
required them to throw off the in^ubOf or cloak ; and 
that it is but of late years, comparatively, that this relic 
of decency has been entirely laid aside. The custom 
seems to have be^i abolished under the idea of its b^ig 
too feminine, and incompatible with that fierce and bar- 
barian boldness which in their view constitutes magna- 
nimity. But I aili strcmgly inclined to thiidi that a prn- 
ciple still more deprav^ was powerfully influential in 
the debasement of their minds to such a degree, as to 
induce them thus literally to ^ glory in their shame." 
That the nation was not so far removed from sdl sense of 
propriety in former days is evident: first, from the fact 
that the more inland and northern tribes are remarka^f 
particular on the point in question; and regard the 
Kaffer, on account of his shameless manner, as being 
more nearly allied to the tiger (by which name he is 
often called[) than to man : secondly, some of the oldest 
Kaffers still wear the above-mentioned covering. 

Many with whom I have reasoned have not only ap- 

geared conscious of the impropriety of their present 
abit, but have fVankly acknowledged its utter inconsis- 
tency with that dignity and superiority which distinguifl^ 
man from the brute creation. Nevertheless, as it is now 
one of their national customs, it is only to the rectifyii^ 
influence of moral principles that we can with any degree 
of confidence look for its complete abrogation.' The mere 
traveller may probably regard it as a matter of no con- 
sequence beyond the momentary disgust wluch it excites 
in the mind of a stranger ; nay > by some this very ihastg 



tasbeea fAamagely \m^ m wcgamtiAMB hiproof of '^ihf^ 
iiinoeency of these chUdrea of nature," and of their beiaf 
mltogether free from those laseivioiis deeires and lio«B» 
tious practices which frequently disgrace the ranka of 
eivilized society 1 Fallacious, indeed, is all such reasoii* 
in^; and corrupt must be the heart from whence it 
8]»rin£s. Nothmg can be more clear to the eye of the 
^moraBst, nor indeed to any one at all acquainted witii 
human nature, than that " eril concupiscence" at leaal 
cannot but constitute one of the baneful consequences 
of such habits. 

To this, in a great measure, may be ascribed a pro- 
miscuous intercourse of the sexes which obtains to an 
incredible extent. No man deems it any. sin whatever 
to seduce his neighbour's wife : his only grounds of feac 
are the probability of detection, and the fine demanded 
by law in such cases. The females, accustomed from 
their youth up to this gross depravity of manners, neither 
maniiest, nor apparently feel, any delicacy in stating and 
describing circumstances of the most shameful nature 
before an assemblage of men, whose language is often 
obscene beyond description. It is irapossiUe to view 
all the dreadful effects of their present polygamous sys- 
tem without feeling ocmvinced that any thiij^ at all ad- 
culated to stem the torrent of this species of iniquity 
must be regarded as an inestimable blessing. 

The dress of the women consists of the same rude 
materials as that of the men : it only differs in shape. 
Their ingubo, or upper garment, has a narrow loose nap 
Impended to the collar behind : this extends to the bot- 
tom of the skirts, and sometimes lower, forming a sort of 
train. It is usually ornamented with three rows of but- 
tons, placed in parallel hues from the top to the bottom 
of the mantle, each being set as thickly as possible* 
Without these (which all are not wealthy enough to 
procure), the cloak is considered incomplete. Short 
leathern petticoats also are worn ; and, when engaged 
in any kind of labour, such as gardening, &c., constitute 
their only habiliments : the ingubo is then laid aside, 
being too cumbersome. By many, however, amona 
the higher classes especially, nothing more than a small 
^ron, decorated with vanous coloured beads, is use4 
under the cloak. This is but three or four mcheii 
Drpad, and might seem to be used more as an ornament 

E3 
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lianas a matter of dvconun. Excepting cases of afpe^ 
ehiklhood, and mothera gfiving suck, it is accounted ex- 
ceedingly uidBecomisg for a female to go about with her 
breasts uncovered. Ot^r these, therefore, she wears 
the imbekaj which is also ornamented with beads. Great 
taste is frequently disidayed in their caps, or head- 
dresses, which are generally the most expensive part 
of their costume. They are made from the skin of a 
pecidiar species of antelope, indigenous to the forest, 
and caUed by the natives ijtuti. This being cut to the 
shape required, a large quantity of variegated beads are 
stitched on with great regularity ; -and as white and 
light blue generally form the principal shades in this 
Kafier turban, their contrast with the sable coimtenance 
€>( the wearer is far from being disagreeable. When 
complete, the weight is, of course, considerable ; and 
the shape altogether too masculine to aecord with En- 
ropean ideas of female delicacy. It is rare indeed to see 
a woman with any thing on her feet, even when travel- 
ling : she almost invariably goes barefoot, under all cir- 
cumstances, and in all kinds of weather. 

The chief women, even to the queen herself, are not 
at all distinguished by dress from the most common 
orders : like all the rest, they are wholly destitute of 
change either for days or seasons. Each carries her 
entire wardrobe about her person daily, and has no other 
bedclothes at night. Their leathern mantles are usu^y 
renewed once a year ; and choice cattle are then slaugh- 
tered for this purpose expressly. Black cows or oxen 
are generally selected, a decided preference being given 
to that colour. The only visible differ^iee between the 
most exalted and poorest fem^es of the land consists 
in the quantity of ornaments they possess. Of these, 
bracelets, necklaces, and eardrops form the principal. 
Some have as many as fifty, and others more than three 
times that number of beadstrings around the neck. On 
the arras are rings Of copper or iron ; and when beads 
were* less plentiM in the country, festoons of small 
eypnea shells were appended to their caps, and some- 
times worn as necklaces. Suspended from the neck, 
or flpom some part of the cloak, many carry the shell of 
a sma^ land-tortoise (the testuda pusUla), containing a 
^antity of red pidverized ochre, together with a thin 
{iieee oif leather, wherewith tMs Kafifer letige is oeca* 
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«ionally rubbed upon the cheeks. A botton, shell, or 
small stiing of beads usually serves as a succedaaanw 
for earrings. 

The robes of the principal chieftains are generally 
made of panthers' skins, which give Uiem a warlike and 
commanding ai^[>earance. Th^, however, are fre- 
quently thrown aside, or plpced on the shoulders of sub- 
ordinates, while the chief himself goes about in an old 
tattered garb, which would induce a stranger to conclude 
that he was the menial rather than the monarch. Few, 
if any, of the Caffrarian rulers pay much attention to 
appeanuices either in their persons or habitations. The 
whimsical change of fashions, so prevalent in most civil- 
ized countries, is here altogether unknown. Respect* 
ing their ornaments, indeed,. they are somewhat capri- 
cious :— The kind of beads that pleased them last year, 
and for which they were then ready to give the very 
highest price, is now in all probabUity &emed mere 
refuse ; a new description havmg been seen hanging al 
the ear or breast of a chief fives rise to fresh demands 
at the market, and throws afi the rest, however beauti- 
ful, into the shade. But with regard to their general 
costume, this is manifestly the same, both in cut and 
kind, that their ancestors wore from time immemorial, 
Its simplicity seems to have been preserved throughout 
succeeding generations without the least alteration. 
Their minds s^pear never to have reverted to the prac-» 
ticability of improvement, either in point of comfort or 
alppearance. Now, however, they are beginning to 
make innovations upon their old system ; and on every 
station may be seen numbers of both sexes clad in Eu* 
ropean apparel of some description or other. In pro* 
portion as they become attached to, and have inters 
course with, the mission family, they evince an increas* 
ing desire to assume our appearance, and to dress in a 
similar way. This, of course, at first, and until they 
become acquainted with the shape and mode of putting 
on the different articles, often produces ludicrous sights ; 
the good lady being sometimes seen gayly promenading 
with the petticoat, or gown-skirt, suspended from the 
neck instead of the waist ; and the gentleman strutting 
^ut in a check shirt, and a pair <m leathern trousers^ 
with as much consequence as a first-rate Engliaii 
dandy. 

The man's (nmamoits are much the same as those of 
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ttle women. Tlieir arms, above the elbows, are often 
•domed with broad ivory rings, eut out of the solid part 
of an elephant's tusk, well polished. From the wrist 
iq[)wsurds there are freouently as many as tterty brace- 
lets, made of iron or brass ; and metal rings are also 
worn on the legs, just above the ankles. In addition to 
great quantities of beads, various other things are sus- 
pended from the neck, such as small pieces of cedar 
wood, the bones and teeth of certain animals, Ac. These, 
however, are regarded as a kind of charms, rather than 
ornaments. Round the heads of the chiefs are some- 
times seen narrow straps, thickly studded with different 
coloured beads, singularly and tastefuUv arranged ; and 
on going to war, the complete wings of the blue crane, 
fastened on each side of the head, constitute their na- 
tiond plumes. Man^r decorate their leg[s with the hairy 
extremity of a favourite cow's tail, or wi^ that of some 
wild beast that has feOlen under their spear in the chase. 
This is attached to the knee, and hangs down the shin. 
The ears of all, with comparatively few exceptions, are 
bored ; and among some of the tribes this practice is 
carried to an extravagant extent, distending the lobes 
to the very uttermost, and leaving holes of enormous 
size. 

The KafTer inhlu, house or hut, is of the most simple 
description, and far inferior in every respect to that of 
the Boochuana. The slight and fragile materials of 
which it is composed render the buildhig but a temporary 
one at best. A circular frame is first set up, consisting 
of long straight branches, the upper extremities of which 
are bent and bound together with umxehe, or wooden 
fibres. The thatch which is on the houses of the Soutti 
8ea islanders, extending from -the ground to the top, is 
then bound on with the same sort of cordage, or other- 
wise with intsontelo, a small rope made of rushes, after 
which the inside is lined with utyabeka, a strong plaster 
of clay and cow-duiijg. When complete, the iorm is 
exactly that of a beehive ; and the doorway too is shaped 
in the same manner as the entrSe of those little insect 
dwellings. There being neither window nor chimney, 
this aperture necessarily serves for ti^ ingress of light, 
as well as for the egress of smoke. The diameter of 
Hie room varies Arom six to twelve or ftiteen feet: its 
floor is slightly elevated, and an tmwe/t, gutter or drain, 
k geaorally made aroimd thefovndalkm to carry off the 
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water ianiny weather. Exc^[4iiiff afewthombnuidftM 
which sure sometimes thrown carelessly arowid the holy 
to prevent the cattle tearing off its grassy roof, it seldom 
has the benefit of a fence of any description whateyer. 
Between the houses of the nobles and those of the most 
indigent there is no material difference, excepting that 
Uie former class are perhaps a httle neater at first, but 
not at all more substantial, nor yet more convenient. 
The chiefs have indeed more huts at their command 
than the common people, owing to their having a greater 
number of wives, each of whom is required to m^e her 
own. From this work the king's wife herself is not 
exempt : she may have, indeed she generally has, more 
assistance than the wife of a plebeian, having more ser* 
vants at her book ; but she alone stands responsible for 
the completion of the work. As these fragile habitations 
require but comparatively little labour and less cost, 
their destruction, or the necessity of leaving them, is 
seldom the cause of much uneasiness to the occupants, 
to whose pastoral and migratory habits this unsubstan- 
tial mode of building, in aU probability, owes its origin. 
Being utter strangers to the contorts and conveniences 
of civilized life, they of course see no necessity for a 
larger or more commodious kind of dwelling. The 
climate is so fine and warm in general that the day is 
usually spent in the open air : it is only the night-shade, 
bad weather, or sickness that will induce them to remain 
much within doors ; and when the latter of these causes 
operates as the occasion of their confinement, the scene 
is melancholy indeed ! 

A Kaffer umzi, village, commonly called "kraal,"* 
consists simply of six, ten, or a dozen of these huts, and 
a cattle-fold or two. The latter usually constitute by 
far the most prominent objects in the view : whatever 
may be the state of the houses,^ the folds have at all 
times paramount claims upon the attention of the own- 

* This is a Dutch term, which signifies " besst-fold f and bf 
which the old colonists contemptuously designated all native towns 
tod Tillages, regarding their inhabitants as a superior species of ani- 
Btals, but not men ! So generally has it now obtained, that we sal- 
wmxbeor their establishments represented br any other name ; but 
^^0 cannot too strongly deprecate the preioaioes in which it origin* 
Atod, and which are now happily dying under the sunbeams of ||0«- 
pel tight, it is certainly high tmie that ttiis derogatonr and opprobnoiii 
^Pnbet should be whcdly baniahed fipom our Tocabmahea. 
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«r8, and are almost alwa3rs kept in much better repair, 
llie question whether or not a proposed spot is suitaMe 
for the uhuhlanti often determines the site of a vilkge; 
which, on this account, is inrariably built so as to ensure 
the sun's genial influence at an early hour in the morn- 
ing. These enclosures are generally erected right in 
the midst of the houses, under the owner's eye, and 
within reach of instant protection in all cases of emer- 
gency. Gardens or corn-lands are scarcely ever attached 
to their hamlets with the view of beautifying the prem- 
ises : sometimes, indeed, the cultivated glands come 
within sight of the houses ; but they are never laid out 
with the view of enriching the prospect, profit alone 
being the incentive by which the native horticnlturist 
is actuated. No flower-beds, therefore, are to be found 
in a Kaffer garden ; the rose and the violet, &c. never 
yet occupied a place there ; nor do they ever seem to 
nave thought of planting trees of any description what- 
ever. So entirely devoid are they of that taste which 
induces an admiration of natural scenery, that they un- 
hesitatingly cut down the finest trees for the most trifling 
purposes. The rural and the romantic are alike desti- 
tute of charms in the eye of a KafFer, when selecting his 
dwelling-place : hence the traveller need not be sur- 
prised to find even chiefs, who have the land before 
them, burying themselves in barren nooks where they 
camiot possibly see to the distance of half a mile in any 
direction. 

The wealth of the Amaxosse and other tribes inhabit- 
ing this part of Africa consists not in abundance of gold, 
silver, or precious stones; to them these things, so 
eagerly pursued by the civilized nations of the earth, 
would be mere dross. Neither do magnificent houses, 
nor splendid furniture, as we have already observed, 
constitute objects of glory here. Large herds of cattle 
are accounted the greatest and most valuable riches that 
man can possess ; and the increase of his stock, together 
with the various means by winch that increase may be 
most fully ensured, is the subject of daily study witii 
every native from the time that he is at all capable of 
engaging in the affairs of life, to the very last moment 
of his earthly career. This, in short, is the end of all 
his exertions, and the grand object of all his arts. His 
very heart and soul are in his herd ; eveiy head is as 
familiar to his eye as the very countenances of his 
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iddldren. He te scaicely ever seen ^eckMng tears, ex- 
cepting -when the chief lays yiolent hands npon some 
part of his homed family ; this pierces him to the heart, 
and produces more real grief than would be evinced ovw 
the toss either of wife or child. 

Beads, brass wire, and gilt buttonarank next in point 
of value. These, in fact, answer the two grand purposes 
to which gold and silver are applied in Europe, vix. 
trade and aggrandizement. They constitote the bullion 
of the country : and the sole medium of exchange, with 
the exception of a spear which is occasionally given in 
part of payment. In former days the returns consisted 
of cattle only ; but since the door has been thrown opem 
for export to the colony, ivory and hides also have be- 
come staple commodities. For the elephant's tusk they 
had formerly no other use than that of cutting it up into 
rings for bracelets ; but, now that they have a regular 
market, that class of ornaments has in a great measure 
disappeared. A» we have already remarked respecting 
their ruting propensity, the grand end in eveiy thing 
seenis to be the augmentation of their stock : hence they 
will seldom receive any article, however valuable in our 
estimation, for their staple commodities, that will not 
in some way or other enable them to make an accession 
to their herd. 

Sheep, goats, and horses have but recently been in- 
troduced into the country ; until lately, therefore, the 
pack ox constituted the only beast of burden with which 
they were at all acquainted. Now indeed we meet with 
a small flock of goats here and there, particularly among 
the Amatembu, which have from time to time been im- 
ported fW)m the colony. Horses also are to be seen 
scattered over the country, some of which have doubt- 
less been stolen from the colonists, and others left on 
the field as cast-aways in the different expeditions made 
by the latter against the bordering clans. Many of the 
young chiefs are becoming real ^douins in their fbiul- 
ness for these animals ; and some of them now possess 
very fine studs, which they are annually increasing. 
They have been much encouraged and assisted withm 
the last four or five years by travellers and military 
gentlemen, who have presented them witti horses of a 
superior description. The principal use, however, 
which they make of those serviceable creatures is that 
of the chase, in which they are quite as merciless aa 
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the wildest Arabs we are tcqnainted with. IwaamnA 
amiised with the manner in which the old ddef one day 
taimtin^y upbraided Ms sons with not being able to 
use their legs since they had got ofmakaM (lK>ras8) to 
carry them. *' This," said he, ** was not the ease when 
8'Lhambi was yoong; we then thought it no task to 

ioumey on foot, or to try the strength of our limbs ii 
lunting. But things are altered now !" 

Their manner of life is truly patriarchal, and their 
general diet extremely simple. This ordinarily con- 
sists of milk, which, like the Arabs and Foulah nation 
of Western Africa, they invariiMy use in a sour curdled 
state. It is called amaazj and rendered thus thick and 
acidulous by bein^kept in leathern sacks or bottles, the 
appearance of which is filthy in the extreme, and, to fke 
eye of a stranger, exceedingly disgusting. Those ves- 
sels are replenished with fresh milk from the cow, 
morning and evening ; this is generally poured* in ao 
hour or two before they draw off that designed for 
family use. It is sometimes kept in calabashes (gourd- 
shells) ; but in these it often contracts a peculiar and 
disacreeablo taste.* New milk is seldom used, except- 
ing by children ; nor does it ever undergo any oilier 

* Returning one day to the station, after our customary tour among 
the neighbouring villages, the guide and I, parched with thirst, were 
induced to halt by the way, for the purpose of begging a draught of 
milk. This was handed to us out U one of these calabashes ; and 
had not been long swallowed before we both became exceediogl/ 
sick, having drunk too heartily as well as too hastily. My sable 
companion mstantly concluded that his countryman had given a> 
poison, under a show of hospitality ; and that " the devil was therebr 
making his way into our stomachs !" I was certainly very ill ana 
vomited violently, insomuch that I could scarcely keep my saddle. 
This rendered him the more confident as to the correctness of his 
conjecture. He also was evidently very unwell ; but not being aWe 
to vomit so freely, he fully calculated upon falling a victim to the 
malignant power of his imaginary foe. " O !" cried he, as we lodt 
along, "that I could throw up as vmJundU throws up ; then shooU 
I be likely to live a little longer. But now it is all over ; umfuadit 
they cannot kill ; Sattan (Satan) in him is not allowed to remain; 
but umnt, umniy unwi (me, me, me) he take fast hold : me cannot 
throw him out \** On reaching the mission-house, I immediately 
ftimished him with a strong dose of ipecacuanha^ thinking it mifht 
tend to relieve him, and to allav his superstitious fears. Haoiy 
minutes had not elapsed before tne emetic benn to operate most 
powerfully; and upon pbserving^ a quantity of highly cUscoloiiied 
matter, which it brought away, he exclaimed, ** Yea, yea, I soiv 
«aa«i was thwre : and Uiat be bU of him r 
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pi)^>aniti<m tkm that already meaXwwed. This foam 
tiM Kaffer^s standiiig dish ; and next to tkis, a bowl of 
boiled com. The grain most commoidy ddtirated by 
the tribes of Southern Africa is a speciea of millet, or 
guiitea com, holeus sor^kumj called amazimba by the 
Kaffer, and mabtdi by tne Boochuana. It is used i^ 
different wa3rs ; but most commonly in a boiled state. 
When thus prepared it is served up in small baskets, 
out of which each bdps himself, making his hands serve 
as a succedaneum for spoons. Seasoning of any kind 
is seldom used: excepting wl^n mixed with a little 
milk, the bare grain constitutes the sole ingredient of 
the Btess. It is sometimes pounded between two stones 
with the hand (corn-mills being altogether unknown in 
Caffraria), and made into a kind of pottage ; and at othw 
times formed into thick cakes, wluch are always baked 
on the hearth, |unid hot embers, after the manner of the 
ancients. Indian com also is cultivated, but not so ex- 
tensively ; piunpkins likewise, together with a few other 
esculent plants. But of the latter they seldom lay up 
«iy store ; consequently they are only useful while the 
season lasts: and this is in a great measure the case 
with maize also ; for while it continues in seasoh botii 
young and old are seen parching and eating it at all hours 
of the day. A species of sugar-cane, called -tm/e, is 
grown in great alnindance ; of this the natives are re- 
markably fond, on account of its sweet and succul^it 
quality. A decoction of it, as likewise of tibe Inditti 
cornstalk, is sometimes made for the purpose of sweet*- 
ening their mess of millet. Add to the above an occa^ 
sioaal feast of animal food, and we have the diet com- 
plete of a strong and able-bodied peo|de. They seldom 
sit down to more than one good meal a day ; and that is 
in the evening, about an hour before bedtime : an occa* 
nonal draught of milk is generally all they take besides. 
Few indeed are the wants of nature, whUe the a^^tite 
remains unenthralled by the vitiating iniuence of luxury. 
1*he spontaneous productions of t^ vegetable kingdom 
constitute their chief dependence, as it regards subsist- 
^nce^ in sdl cases of emergency. 

Being almost entire strangers to tl^ nature and use 
^ spirituous liquors, thev are in a great mei^sure fre« 
from many of those disorders wMch are so dreadftiUy 
destructive in other countries. There w indeed a soct 
^ methe^in wlJoh they make when wild honey Is 
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identiftil : of this they somethnes drink to excess ; aal 
it is greatly to be lamented, that, notwithstanding tw 
(nrecautionary measures of ffoyemment, tod its positivi 
enactments forbidding traders to furnish the natives 
with either wine or spirits, many still pursue a systes 
which cannot be too strongly deprecated. The practict 
of giving drams to the Ks^er to *^ see how he iikei' 
them,*' or to have the *' fun of making him drunk,''—! 
practice of wUch numbers calling themselves ^ntlemei 
are far from being innocent, — ^is one which tlueatens to 
be most injurious. Several younff chiefs have hy sack 
means already contracted a relish for brandy ; which, 
but a few years ago, they would not have ventured to 
touch : and were it in their power to obtain sufficient 
quantities, there can be little doubt that riot, poverty, 
and bloodshed would be the inevitable result. WeD 
would it be if this vile custom originated always in 
mere thoughtlessness and imprudence; but unhs^pily 
facts are not wanting, demonstrative of designs the inost 
iMise, and of motives the most corrupt. A horrid dis- 
ease lias been introduced among the bordering clans, 
which reflects the blackest disgrace upon some of our 
countrymen; and which is calculated to reduce the 
suffering savage to the very lowest grade of wretched- 
ness. 

It is worthy of remark, while upon the subject of food, 
ttaX the Kaffer will not eat swine's flesh : hence pigs are 
never met with upon his establishment. There is in- 
deed a species of wild hog to which he has no objection, 
and which he will therefore eat without any scruple; 
but when presented with a piece of pork, he invariaUy 
shrinks from it with apparent disgust. Veal likewise 
rarely if ever forms one of their dishes : this, however, 
arises, not from any natural antipathy to the flesh itself, 
but from a decided objection to the slaughtering of 
calves ; " which," said one of the natives, very signifi. 
cantly, " for ever puts an end to your prospects of in- 
crease." The bare mention of our custom in this respect 
induces them to question the soundness of our judgment. 
There are many parts of the feathered tribe too which 
they refuse to eat. None of them keep poul^ of any 
description whatever ; and all appear to have a strong 
prejudice against e^gs as an article of food. But after 
repeatedly witnessing the avidity with which the Boo- 
cwiana tribcis devour the flesh of the elephant, I was 
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most suiprised to find that the KafferSvOn the contnuryt 
would not touch it. However hungry and destitute thejr 
may be, their superstitious notions respecting this am* 
mal are such as altogether to prevent their feasting upon 
him. Curiosity one day prompted me to ask the reason ; 
upon which one of them told me that^* the sagacity of 
the elephant renders him too much like man to allow 
of his being made the food of men." 

They have as great an antipathy to fish as to swine's 
flesh ; and would as soon think of sitting down to a dish 
of snakes as to partake of any of the inhabitants of the 
deep. Some of the tribes, indeed, put fish in the same 
class with serpents. Hence, although the whole line 
of coast abomids with fish, the people never think of 
throwing in a hook, or of casting a net : they are, in 
fact, tot^y ignorant both of the one and the other. The 
reason is obvious ; they are not often driven to the ne- 
cessity of tr3dng any new experiment for the attainment 
of provisions. Having fine extensive pasture-grounds, 
and in many places a fertile soil, they are seldom wholly 
without milk, com, or some kind of edible roots for any 
great length ot time together. The prejudice in ques- 
tion, however, has been overcome in the neighbourhood 
of Port-Natal, as well as in one or two other districts 
which we shall have occasion to notice in the sequel ; 
the weaker and subjugated clans having there been com- 
pelled to avail themselves of entirely new pursuits to 
avoid utter starvation. 

In some things the Amaxosae are extremely particular ; 
but in others their habits are disgusting beyond measure. 
When sitting down to meat, for instance, if the hands 
are considered unclean, a quantity of fresh cow -dung 
is invariably used as the substitute for soap and water. 
When engaged in the act of slaughtering, the beast is no 
sooner opened than a scramble tokea place for the gall, 
the bitter contents of which are eagerly drunk by the 
individual who first gets hold of it. Nor is this all that 
is calculated to sicken one on jsuch occasions. When 
cut up, pieces of the meat are purposely rolled on the 
floor of the cattle-fold previously to being used ; and 
certain psuis even of the entrails are but just thrown on 
the fire before the savage butchers voraciously devour 
them while literally covered inrith filth. The small 
baskets in which their food is usually served up are 
made frqm a s^o^es of c^fpmu^ a strong reedy gra^ 
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that IB frefjuently found growing about fountains. ' Hwy 
are of a circular shape, neatly wrought ; aad the texture 
is so dose as to render them capable of contaiiiing any 
kind of liquid. One traveller tells us that it is into these 
vessels the milk is thrown for the purpose of coagula- 
tion ; while another, Vaillant, with stul less accuracy, 
asserts, that they wash them with urine, to make the 
milk coagulate more speedily. But although neither 
one nor the other of these gentlemen is correct, the 
state in which those bowls are kept is indescritiaUy 
dirty. Whenever emptied of their contents, they are 
immediately placed on the ground for the dogs to lick; 
and this constitutes almost the only purification they 
ever obtain. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Occupations of the men— Devotedness to their herds — Cattle-fold 
the place of assembly — ^JuTenile pursuits — Physiologic^ diar- 
acter— Capabilities of the Kaffer^-NatiTe curriera — Manu&ctiiiv 
of spears, 6cc. — Art of smelting— Hunting, a fevourite pvaafA 
— Mode of attack, and customs respecting the elephant— An 
awful accident — Degraded state of females, and their occupatiooi 
— Mode of cultivation — Corn-pits — Native manu&cturea, Ac. 

LiKB most other uncivilized nations in warm climates, 
the Amaxosae are fond of an indolent kind of life, and 
scarcely ever seem to be in haste about any thing-, h 
times of peace the men are occupied chiefly in the man- 
agement of their cattle, in visiting their friends for ttie 
purpose of soliciting presents, and in journeys to difler- 
ent parts of the country in quest of news. Every one is 
a zealous politician, and interests himself in every thing 
that at all affects the tribe to which he belongs. Hunt- 
ing constitutes but an occasional pursuit, having for its 
object pleasure as well as profit. 

Every man is a soldier also, and is therefore trained 
to the use of the spear from his very childhood. ' But as 
the extension of territory does not freou^ntly form the 
main object of their wars, it is but seldom that all are 
called into the field. Nevertheless each is held subject 
to the beck of hip chief in all cases of eihergency, and 
whenever the country requiies his services. The mosl 
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{iffominent traits however, in tine character of the KaflTer, 
» decidedly that of the herdsman, rather than the war- 
rior ; for, as ahready intimated, he is never so happy a» 
when engaged in something that is calculated either to 
increase the numbers or improve the appearance of his 
cattle.* Such is his daily attention to these that one 
out of a thousand would be immediately missed. His 
perfect acquaintance with every little spot on the hide, 
turn of the horns, or other peculiarity, after having seen 
an animal once or twice, is indeed astonishing, and says 
mqch for his powers of observation. 

Although he may have numerous servants or vassals 
at his command, it is accounted no disparagement fot 
an Inkos enktUu (great captain or chief) to be seen tend* 
ing his own herds. The numerous and fantastical shapes 
into which they twist the horns of many of their oxen 
give them a singular and often an unnatural appearance. 
This is of course done while the horn is flexile, and 
capsJt>le of bein|r bent any way without difficulty to 
the operator, or injury to the beast. Their expert man- 
agement and perfect command of oxen is such as often 
furnishes demonstrative evidence of the knowledge 
these creatures possess of their respective owners, 
whose singular manoeuvres as well as language might 
seem to be instantly comprehended by them. One of 
their most favourite amusements is that of racing young 
cattle, which are sometimes made to go at an astonish^ 
ing rate : on these occasions a native, on horseback and 
at full gallop, frequently leads the van. The winning 
ox is lauded to the very skies, and the praises of the 
multitude pronounced upon it in the most vociferous 
manner. 

The erection of cattle-folds likewise constitutes a part 
of the men's employ. These, however, being of the most 
simple description, require no great pains or labour. 
They seldom consist of any thing more than a quantity 

* The following fact ma]r serve to place his attachment to these 
in the strongest point of view : — " Jama, expecting soon to be con- 
demned by an umkLaho^ endeavoured lately to escape with his catUe 
in the night, having first muzzled them, lest meir lowing should 
cause him to be discovered ; but be was prevented by his famUf* 
who threatened to alarm the place if he took one beast with him. 
The old man, therefore, finding that he would not be permitted to 
ti^e his cattle, and not being able to leave them behind (although 
his life was hourly in danger), remained at home, patiently waiting 
the ieane I"— IfiMwuvy ifoikw. Aqrt.1888. 
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of thorns, placed so as to fonn a cirenlar hedge, the n* 
cancies and openinffs in which are carefully filled up 
with smaller branches. These enclosures are some- 
times made with posts and boughs closely woven 
together as a kind of lattice-work ; and when the colder 
season sets in, every breach and interstice is filled ap, 
lest the wintry blast should destroy, any of their flock. 
As they are absolutely obliged to collect and bring* home 
the cattle every night, in order to preserve them from 
wolves and other beasts of prey, eyery man is extremely 
anxious that his herd should he as dry and as warm as 
possible ; and considerable judgment is generally evinced 
m their choice of situations for this purpose. With this 
view, the sloping sides of hills, facing the rising sun, are 
invariably preferred as places of .residence. But there 
is, moreover, another reason for their making the 
uhuhlanti as comfortable as possible : like the bantai^ 
of the Mandingo tribes in Western Africa, it is invari- 
ably made the place of general resort and concourse. 

The herds are kept in the fold to a much later hour 
than would be deemed proper by a European farmer; 
and their milking hour is generally a very late one. 
Among the plebeian order each man milks his own 
cows ; but the chiefs have a certain class of servants, 
whose exclusive business it is to superintend the abaluti 
(herders) milk the cows morning and evening, and 
personally (no proxy whatever being allowed in this 
case) see to the m& being properly and purely poured 
into the household bottles, with which they are at all 
times sacredly charged. No other person, not even the 
master himself, is allowed to put in or take out a single 
drop. AYhen the cattle are turned out to graze, they are 
usually accompanied by the village boys, who not only 
assist in tending them, but amuse themselves during ^ 
day by pursuing to the utmost extent of their pastoral 
limits birds, hares, and the smaller sort of antelopes, 
particularly the little pigmaa. They are remark2d)ly 
dexterous in throwing the keerie, a small knob-stick, 
with which they frequently bring down the smallest 
class of birds at a considerable distance. This stick is 
^metimes used as a horticultural implement; and it 
certainty seems much better adapted for dibbling than 
for hpstile purposes. Those little herdsmen frequentlr 
use it in this way also, and thus furnish themselves with 
a variety of edible roots when hungry,*-4imier^ or a 
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mid-day meal, being "altogether out of the questkm. 
They almost always run naked, and are fine, bold, 
healthy-looking lads. There is an ^erectness of deport- 
ment and openness of expression stbout them which is 
wholly free from the most distant indications of fear. 
Often have I been constrained, while beholding these 
youngsters, deeply to sigh over the untutored state of 
their minds.. The ancients, we are told, were of opinion 
that the face was always the index of the mind. Modem 
physiognomists have gone a step further, contending that 
a fine form, perfect in all its parts, cannot contain a 
crooked or an imperfect mind. Supposing this to be the 
case, that eminent speculator upon the si^ject, the late 
Thomas Hope, Esq., F.R.S., and F.S.A., has strangely 
missed his mark. In his elaborate treatise on the 
" Origin and Presets of Man," he confidently asserts, 
with the view evidently of making out a theory, rather 
than of supporting truth, that ^Hhe genus man com- 
prises distinct species, each derived from its own pe«> 
culiar parent stock, discriminated one from the other by 
a comparative scale of exceHence both in physical and 
intellectual capacity ; the former, if not determining the 
latter, at least being its unerring index ; and that'hetween 
these several races is a boundary, not ^only distinct and 
well-defined, but impassable ; so that a Cafire or Samoyed 
could no more, by whatever pains in education or disci- 
pline, be elevated to the comprehension of European 
science, than the dullest of brutes be trained to the 
sagacity of the elephant !" In reply to such reasoning, 
SuflELce It to ask. Has it been fairly and fully put to the 
test of practical proof! We beUeve not; and further, 
that its conclusions are wholly unsupported by fact. 
Were we to adop»t the above-mentioned physiological 
nde as the criterion of judgment, the Kaner's mind 
would not be found at all deficient in talent ; and the 
evidences already before us of its real character are 
such as to induce a settled conviction that the aids of 
education only are recjuisite to place its powers in the 
most advantageous pomt of view. , 

The erection of fences around their cultivated grounds 
constitutes another part of the men's occupation in the 
planting season ; but to this they seldom attend until the 
blade has made its appearance ; and^ they are generally 
so slight and loosely put together as scarce^ to deserve 
the name of hedges. Sometimes, indeed, posts or 
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branclMS of trees are planted, which easily and quii^ 
take root. When this happ^ (for it is more the coi- 
•equence of accident than intention that they lay hands 
npon this kind of material), it saves them much trouUe, 
as the other parts of the hedee are of course consider, 
ably strengthened by them. They never think of makk^ 
tiieir enclosures of aura^e materials, although this naight 
in many places be done with quite as little trouble. 'Hm 
inconsiderateness, productive of manifold disadvantages 
owes its origin doubtless to the unsettled mode of life 
induced by their pastoral habits, and its universal preva- 
lence to the custom of their forefa^ers from time im- 
memorial. No sooner has the harvest ended than tb« 
garden is again thrown open, and becomes a part of the 
common as before, the fence being converted into fuel,' 
nor does the circumstance of ^eir having settled, or the 
prospect (Mf cultivating the same plot the ensuing year, 
make any diffiBrence in this respect : there being abun- 
dance of bush and coppice wood in Kafferland, the in- 
kabitants find much Xms difficulty in continuing thii 
practice than they would in many other jKUts^ of the 
country. 

We have already had occasion to notice the manner 
in which the clothing (if clothing it may be called) of 
the Kaffer is made. It may, however, be necessary here 
to remark, that the preparation of it invariably forms a 
part of the man's duty. He not only makes his own 
ineuhoj but likewise that of his wife, together with those 
01 his children also. Tlie latter, indeed, seldom consist 
ef any thinjif more than roughly-dressed calves' skins. 
This woik IS almost alwa3rs performed in the winter 
season. Hence, between the months of May and July, 
or August, there is generally a great show of new cloaks, 
whidi are made quite as black as the skins they cover. 
The hide intended for an ingubo is first stretched out anl 
fixed to the ground with wcKKien pegs, by which it is dis- 
tended as much as possible ; it is then well scraped, and 
every particle of flesh entirely removed. When- sitf- 
ficiently dry, and wholly deprived of the power of con- 
traction, it isi)eateh with smooth stones until perfectly 
soft akid flexile. The inner side is then again curried 
with a sharp serrated instrument till a nap resembliof 
that of cloth is raised over the whole surface ; and 
having rubbed it well with a mixture of nease and 
ochre, the garment is considered complete. Wh^i ttk 
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S«Mral renewal of mantles takes place, it is, of course, 
an occasion of considerable slau^ter throughout the 
land; and the economy manifest in the selection of 
winter for this business is worthy of notice. In summer 
there is seldom much want of provisions, unless the 
droi^t be extremely severe : the produce of the field, 
togeuier with plenty of milk, keeps all in good-humour. 
But about June or July their daily supply of the latter is 
greatly diminished in consequence of the cold ; and this 
extraordinary su]:^y of animal food is then more par- 
ticularly seasoni^e. 

Some of tl^e natives are by no means the most con- 
temptible artisans. Had they but proper tools, and a 
Mttle instruction as to the use of them, their abakandi 
(smiths) would in all probability soon excel. The re- 
moter tribes are far in advance of the Kaffer, as it regards 
the smelting of iron. Nevertheless, when it comes into 
his hand ih a malleable state, the latter is able to shape 
it to his purpose With great ingenuity. Their hammer, 
as well as anvil, seldom consists of anything more than 
a common hard stone, with which, however, they 
manage to give a neat finish to spears of different forms, 
metaUic beads, and small chains : bracelets also, both 
of iron and brass, are fre(}uently Manufactured by these 
self-taught mechanics with considerable taste. Much 
g;enius smd clever workmanship are sometimes displayed 
in the blade of the umkoncto (assagai) which constitutes 
their principal weapon, offensive and defensive. In 
addition to this, the Umkandi makes a small description 
of hatchets, which, although most inefficient in the 
estimation of a European, serve every purpose for which 
the natives want them. Being intolerably fond of 
smoking, numbers employ themselves in the manu- 
facture of wooden pipes ; but in these they seldom dis- 
play either taste or industry, as they are in general 
prodigiously clumsy. 

The various wars that have taken place within the last 
few years among the tribes higher up the coast, and in 
the interior, have been the means of throwing among 
the southern clans numbers of poor destitute exiles, who, 
from their being acquainted with the art of smelting 
metallic ores, are likely to prove very useful, both to the 
Amaxosffi and Amatembu. These strangers have several 
peculiar customs, which differ entirely from those of the 
Kaffer. Like the Boochuanaa, Uiey use abtuujbuce o( 
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wniff, and only smoke occamonally ; whereas tbe oUien ' 
smoke constantly, and seldom or never take snuff. A 
small bottle, curiously formed of a kind of ^elatinoos 
matter, serves as the substitute for a box, and is usually 
suspended by a string, either from the neck or some pait 
of the inpibo. To this is attached a small ivory i^pooo, 
with which they serve up the contents, in such measure 
as always to cause copious streams to flow from the 
eyes. This unfortunate people, being bereft of their 
country and their all, are glad to become herders, vas- 
sals, or any thing, in order to avoid utter starvation. As 
servants, they appear to b^ faithful to the trust con- 
fided in them. There is, however, nothing of the 
sprighthness and vivacity of the Kaffer about them : on 
the contrary, their countenances are in most instances 
strongly marked with something of a jejune and sorrow- 
ful cast. 

Hunting is a favourite pursuit ; but in no part oi 
Southern Africa, that I have seen, is game so exceed- 
ingly scarce as in Kafferland. Scarcely can a buck or 
a hare start from their sylvan retreats without being 
immediately put to the chase. The moment they are 
discovered, zingela (hunt) becomes the general cry, and 
this is vociferously extended from one to the other, until 
a host of sportsmen and dogs are collected. Very few 
seconds elapse before all are on full stretch. Their 
usual practice is to throw themselves into a complete 
circle, whereby the poor animal is wholly surrounded, 
and escape rendered almost impossible. While busy in 
the mission garden one mormng, I was suddenly sur- 
prised by the clamour of a number of voices raised 
simultaneously and in an instant ; and I had hardly time 
to look around me before scores were fl3ring in every 
direction. Some were armed with the urikonto. and 
Others with clubs : and in a very few minutes we lieard 
the pitiful screams of a small antelope, that had become 
the prey of its ferocious assailants. 

On thc^e occasions^ the ir^a (dog), although of the 
Qiost wretched description, appears to render essential 
service. Troops of them accompany the Kaffer wher- 
met he goes. The immense swarms indeed of these 
miroals which we everywhere meet virith constitute 
one of the chief nuisances Of the country. Instead of 
Ifae noUe crow of chanticleer^ which cheers the Ehiro- 
pean ftnn-yard, and enliv^is the little villages of chril* 
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ized society, the diseonant sound, or dismal bowl, of the 
canine tribe ever and anon assails one's ears on vp- 
{HToachin^ a native hamlet. From their wild and to- 
raeious disposition, we have sometimes suffered oh our 
mission stations. Having been always trained to the 
pursuit of game, and being altogether accustomed to 
sheep, goats, and domestic fowls, our flocks and poultry 
too have frequently been made their prey. In some 
few instances the chiefs have ordered the offenders to 
be destroyed : but even these well-intended measures 
were often productive of conse<][uences still more tr3ring, 
as the owners went away weepm^, and seldom or never 
visited the station afterward. It is therefore advisable 
rather to endure the destruction of our property, although 
exceedingly tr3dng, and the means perhaps of reducing 
us to very painful straits, than to have recourse to harsh 
measures, by which the parties become offended, and 
the. adversary of souls enabled to keep them in igno- 
rance, and in the shadow of death. It is but just to 
observe, that although many and serious depredations 
of this description have occurred at different times, I do 
not recollect one smgle instance wherein they were the 
result of intention or design on the part of the natives 
themselves. On the contrary, the latter have, at all 
times, manifested a readiness to exert themselves to the 
uttermost in endeavours to rescue the flock, and prevent 
a repetition of the injury. Hence, in process of time, 
this evil will doubtless be remedied. 

When the chiefs call their men together for the ex- 
press purp9se of hunting, the inglovu (elephant), and 
panther, or amaputi, most frequently constitute the ob- 
jects of the chase. On those occasions, which, however, 
do not occur very often, the concourse is considerable ; 
and they sometimes remain in the fields or woods for 
several days togeUier. Connected with their pursuit 
of the first-mentioned animal are various particulars 
that may, probably, be interesting to the curious, as they 
furnish furUier evidence of the strength of their super- 
v^ious prejudices. By these they are literally kept in 
JKHidage unto fear ; from which dreadM chain nothing 
|^<than a knowledge of that Divine and gracious 
Providence which mercifully presides over the cmldreii 
^ «ien cm possiWy d^hver tiicin. For lack of this 
knowledge, they are pmshing daily. 
On Sateday, the eth of Mcy, 1M6» a numerous hiv4 
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of elepliants was discovered in the immediate vicinity of 
the station, which gave me an opportmiity of witnessing 
the astonishinff excitement produced by circrnnstances of 
this nature, and the manner m which they are accustomed 
to pursue those prodigious creatures. The sig^ial was 
ffiven by certain individuals, perched on the diflTeroit 
highlands round about, whose stentorian powers served 
as telegraphic mediums of intelligence, each responding 
to the shouts of the other. By this means an immense 
concourse of men and dogs were speedily assembled 
near the deep and bushy ravine, in which the animals 
had taken remge. The clamour of the hunters and the 
howling of dogs, reverberated by the precipices, and 
echoing in the distu)*bed recesses, now became tremens 
dous. Just after we arrived at the place, a circumstance 
occurred, which I cannot remember but with feelings 
the most grateful. One of the natives, from his elevated 
station, perceiving that I was standing in the track which 
some of the elephants were pursuing, instantly came to 
my help ; and, with the utmost anxiety portrayed in his 
countenance, hurried me away from the spot. I was 
not fdly aware of the danger ui^til my sable friend had 
placed me beyond its reach. {lis kindness, and the 
Providence of Grod, were then abundantly manifest. 

The march of the herd to and fro in their umbrageoos 
covert below sounded not much unlike the rolling of 
immense stones; making eyeiy thing bend or break be- 
fore them. The crackmg of trees and the falling of 
branches, togeUier with the hideous screams of the 
wounded, furnished terrific proof of their fury, and of 
the havoc they were making. Three out of their num- 
ber were at length brought to the ground, and several 
others severely speared. I was frequently ocmstraii^d 
to tremble for the safety of the pursuers, while witness- 
ing their fearless advances towards the huge and irri- 
tated victim, seeing that a slender- lance constituted the 
whole of their armour. To see them, in a state of per- 
fect nudity, boldly proceeding to within reach of one of 
these powerful brutes, which, by a single stroke of his 
proboscis, might have laid them lifeless in the dust, 
could not but give ris^ to tb» most serious af^ire- 
liensions. 

Althou^ crowds be engaged in the chase on those 
occasions, the law enable* tl^ man who first pierces the 
ikphant to claim both the bonoor and benefit of its 
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flea&. The latter, howeTer, is but small, as he oofy gets 
one of the tusks, the chief layinff claim to the other; 
and custom requires him to furnish a cow or an ox for 
slaughter at the close of the chase, which is usually con- 
cluded with mirth and festivity. Of this feast no chief, 
I am told, ifi allowed to partake, because the elephant is 
considered to be of equal rank with the greatest of their 
chiefs. 

Their attack upon this noble quadruped is usually 
made from behind, in which position they are able fcnr 
some time to ejude the keen glance of his extraordi* 
narily small eye ; and sometimes even to hamstring him 
before he is aware of the approach of an assailant. His 
huge and unwieldly carcass, together with a disfuropor* 
tionately short neck, render mm but ill able to turn 
quickly round upon his adversary. Of this the natives 
are fully aware, and advantageously avail themselves 
of his want of agility. When thus engaged in the act 
of killing him, it is not a little amusing, as well as sin- 
gular, to hear them lauding the animal, and crying, 
'' Don^t kill us, great captain — don't strike or tread upon 
us, mighty chief |^' while in the intervals between those 
different entreaties, they cast showers of spears into 
his tortured carcass. The instant he falls, all set up 
as loud a shout as their exhausted strength will enable 
them to raise. The tuft of hair on the extremity of the 
tail is then <^ut off and taken to the chief, who generally 
places it on a pole at the isangue, or entrance of his 
cattle-fold. It there hangs as one of the ensigns of -roy- 
alty, and as a trophy of victory, achieved by ^ subjects 
over the inhabitants of the forest. The extremities of 
the ear and proboscis are likewise cut off, and with 
much ceremony deposited in some secret place, where 
they are left to decay ; no one daring to oisturb them 
afterward. This being done, and the tusks extracted, 
the remain^ are left to be devoured 1^ dogs, wolves, 
and vultures. 

Being somewhat curious, and desirous of examining 
the internal parts, I requested the natives to assist me 
in dissecting one of them ; but they instantly started 
back, and looked at each other as if horror-struck. 
Nothing that I could offer would tempt them to this 
transgression of ancient usage : nor did they appear at 
all comfortable under the idea of my committmg what 
to them appeared a dreadfid outrage ; but inti^iatedthal 
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the carcass must be lefl; to perish in the usual iMray. 1 
was obliged, therefore, to decline my project. 

Some of the chieftains, who had been enjoying tin 
sport, came to our house the following day, begging I 
would give them something to eat, as ihe}r "were ex- 
tremely hungry. This circumstance gaye rise to vari- 
ous questions, which led to the discovery of the above- 
mentioned custom, prohibitory of their enjoyment of 
the feast. The situation of these men is rendered still 
more pecuHar by another singular practice, to wtn<± 
they most tenaciously adhere. Seldom or never do the 
rulers of Caflraria receive or drink the milk belonging 
to a plebeian, even although the latter be one of their 
own subjects. This has, in all probability, originated is 
their great and continual dread of poisons — and a fear 
lest some designing individual should mix something of 
a deleterious nature with the draught he might adminis- 
ter to them. Such indeed is the universal prevalence 
of evil and malignant principles, and such the powerfol 
influence of superstitious fears, that the great mass of 
this interesting people may be said to stand in jeopardy 
of their lives daily. Notwithstanding every precaution 
which they take, and which fully proves the entire ab- 
sence of natural confidence, the chiefs are always appre- 
hensive of danger, from the imaginary black-arts of the 
people ; and the latter no sooner hear the report of a 
chiefs sickness, than they begin to tremble in anticipa- 
tion of some ruinous decree. It is really a heart-rend- 
ing fact, that no man of rank ever becomes a subject of 
affliction, but some poor familjT or other is sure to be 
made the prey either of avarice or cruelty, and fre- 
quently of both ; their property being confiscated, and 
their persons variously tortured. 

Another strange notion, which has considerable infin- 
ence upon the deluded mind of the Kaffer, came to mj 
knowledge a few days after the above-mentioned occur- 
rences. Having been much disturbed, and finding that 
they were not able to secure themselves in the neigh* 
bouring kloofs, these not being sufficiently extensive to 
afford them entire concealment, the elephantine herd 
made a general move, under cover of night, to another 
and more peaceable part of the coimtnr. They all 
emigrated together, and Barmlessly passed within a few 
hundred paces of tne mission-house, — ^leaving behind 
them a well-beaten path, forty or fifty yards broad. On 
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l^ir way, however, a yoang ealf, not iii»y weeks okU 
was left in one of the rayines near Mooia Coke, where 
it w^as discovered by a party of boys qmthe following 
morning. These came running to infonfl me, and prom- 
ised that if I would present them with | few beads they 
would immediately return and fetch |i. The bergam 
was instantly agreed upon, and the little juvenile adven- 
turers forthwith started in high g^ee; But scarcely had 
they reached the precincts of the village, before they 
were met and questioned respecting the nature of their 
errand, by some of the older people : these sages very 
gravely advised the youngsters to decline the job, as it 
was one that might be productive of serious conse- 
quences. On inquiring into the matter, I was told that 
the scheme was one which would, undoubtedly, place 
both me and them in inevitable danger ; that if we laid 
hands upon the young elephant, its dam would, most 
assuredly, know who it was that seized the little strag- 
gler, and would come by night and kUl us in our houses 
while asleep. Such is the difference between the Kaf- 
fer and the Hindoo : while the one domesticates and 
renders them the most docile of all animals, the other 
has not the most distant idea of taming them at all ; but 
even fears to have tjie very weakest on his place of 
habitation. Hence it was declared^ that if we caught 
and kept the calf in question, the chiefs would all be 
afraid of residing in the neighbourhood ! 

The astonishmg agility and dexterity of the Kaffer 
generally enable him to avoid accidents on occasions 
uke the above. I only recollect two that happened near 
us : one was a case in which an old captain had his ribs 
dreadfully fractured ; and the other was occasioned by 
a wild and iirfuriat^ buffalo, whose horn entered th« 
abdomen of a middle-a^ed native : but neither of these 
proved fatal, although httle or no attention was paid to 
them. ' An avidful circumstance, however, occurred soon 
afterward to an English settler, — a young man, of wild 
and dissipated habits, who was in pursuit of game in the 
Fish River jforest. This bravado was wont, fool-hard- 
ily, to boast of being able^ at any time, to go within 
wrn's length of the elephant, and write his name 

Sh-k-wr-y) uponits side. How vain indeed is the con- 
ence which some m^n vauntlfi^y put in an arm of 
fteshl Having one day fired upon and wounded one 
of these sagacious cieatures, the latter uneiqwctedly 
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ttimect round and purstied him; and before he had ti»9 
either to prepare for defence, or to effect his escape, it 
levelled mm with the dust, and trampled him into the 
eaith. His Hottentot companion only just escaped to 
tell the woful story, and to point out the spot on which 
were laid the mutilated remains of his presumptuous 
and unhappy master ! 

Having remarked on the chief pursuits and engage^ 
ments of the men, we shall now proceed to notice those 
of the other sex. As in most other barbarous and on- 
enlightened nations, the lot of the abafazi (women) is 
hard indeed : they are the slaves of passion, and perfect 
drudges. Major Laing's observations on the Soolima 
femsdes of Western Africa are, in a great measure, ap- 
plidable to those of the Amaxosas, and othejr tribes in 
Caffraria. " When young," says that traveller, " they 
fure in many instances beautiful" (laying aside the preju- 
dice of colour) ; " but the hard labour which they com- 
mence fis soon as they enter the married state, and 
which may be regarded as a kind of bondage, soon de- 
stroys the charms with which nature may have gifted 
them, and they become, at an early age, even di^ust* 
ingly ugly."* 

Nevertheless, established custom and universal usage 
render them 2y;)parentlv content; and no class of peo- 
ple can be more cheerful and vivapious than the Kaffer 
women in general, until they begin to sink under a 
weight of infirmities. Scarcely do they attain the ze- 
nith of life, before their strength begins rapidly to fail, 
and symptoms of emaciation become strikingly appa- 
rent. In nothing is it more ftdly manifest that paganism 
reverses the very order of nature, and the natural order 
of society, than m the fact that in all heathen countries 
the weaker vessel is uniformly made to bear the heavi- 
est burdens ; and that woman is regarded and treated 
as a being of an inferior character, more nearly allied 
to the brute than to the human species. In conversa- 
tion, the Kaffer frequently classes his wn/az (wife), and 
in^eguy or pack-03^ together ; and circumstances pf 
daily occurrence lamentably prove that he looks upon 
the former as being scarcely more valuable than the 
latter. Indeed his conduct towards his cattle is gene- 
Tally of ^ much more feeling character than thai 

* Laing*s Travels, p. 360. v 
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which IB olUimes eTinced towards the parteer of his 
boi^om. While he idly lonoges about, reposing in the 
shade, or basking in the sun, or otherwise going Arom 
hamlet to hamlet in quest of news, she must be busily 
employed, — ^not indeed like the women of ancient 
Greece^ or the wives of the Bedouins, in weaving and 
grinding at the mill, &c.y — but in a manner still more 
laborious. Building, digging, sowing, planting, and reap> 
ing, &c. are occupations that devolve wholly upon t^ 
females ; they are " hewers of wOod and drawers of 
water" besides. Like those of the earliest ages, '* at 
the time of the evening, even the time when women 
go out to draw water,"* numbers are frequently seen 
trudging with their sucking children tied on their backs, 
and vessels upon their heads, towards the fotmtain or 
river for water — a custom which appears also to have 
prevailed in the days of Homer .f 

About the month of September or October these 
female horticulturists begin to prepare for their garden 
avocations— collecting the imbeo (seed), and getting their 
implements put in order. The lattor consist of a kind 
of wooden spades, which are usually made by the men, 
and so formed as to render both ends useful. The vallejra 
and lowlands are generally selected as corn-fields, on 
account of the soil bein^ not only bettor, but pos- 
sessed of much more moisture than is usually found 
in other places. The slopin^r and bushy sides of emi- 
nences, and the bases of hills, where we frequently 
meet with a rich alluvial deposite, are also reganied as 
choice spots. 

Having obtained a plot of ground adapted to their 
purpose, they then faU upon their knees, and in this 
position commense the t^ous operation. The seed 
is first tlurovni about among the grass and herbage ; 
after which they dig up both ground and grass together, 
smd thus plough and narrow in the grain at the same 
^me. Having in this manner turned up as much as is 
deemed sufficient for their purpose, they leave the loose 
weeds and herbage &$)read over the surface to wither 
^nd die ; anfl seldom dress or rake the garden until the 
blade has begun to ^oot above the clods. The rubbish 
iB then gathered together in l^eaps uui burnt ; and the 
men called upon to perform tiheir part, which, as I hav^ 

♦GeiLXxiy. li. t Homer, Od.x. 
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already statted, is to erect the uumgo, or hedge, in wlMk 
also the poor women are ofttimes compelled to assist 
Within this enclosure a slight andtemporanr hot is now 
btdlt, which has frequently reminded me of the figure 
tive expressions of the prophet (Isaiah i. 8), '^ A cottage 
in a Tineyard, and as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers." 
It constitutes the miserable dwelling of one of the 
women, whose business it is to preserve the crop from 
birds by day, and from straying cattle at night. Here 
these watchers are obliged to remain as lo^ as the 
season lasts, and until the harrest be ffot in. Tlie chief 
of their grain being of a very small description (holcus 
sorghum)^ immense flocks of the feathered tribe are 
thereW attracted, and would doubtless prove exceed- 
ingly aestru(^ive, were it not hourly watched when be- 
ginning to ripen. 

Several of the Engtish settlers have at different times 
{Wanted considerable quantities of " Kaffer com ;'' bat 
their other occupations not allowing them to pay that 
attention to it which its preservation renders absolutely 
requisite, I am not aware of a single instance in which 
the experiment has proved sufficiently successful to 
warrant the continuance of its cultivation. With the 
exception of maize, which the Kaffer cdlls utnbona, hd- 
cus sorghum a{^ars to be the only kind of grain culti- 
vated by the trihes of Southern Africa ; and the mode 
of cultivation practised by those in the remoter parts 
of the interior is precisely the same as that adopt^ by 
the Amaxosffi. Our custom of enriching the land by ma- 
nure, is one that seems never to have entered the mind 
of the African. Hence even the Dutch boors tiiem- 
selves, on whose premises there are generally immense 
masses of dung that have been accui^ating for years, 
never think of throwing a single load of it upon their 
grounds. When they find that the soil is impoverished 
by the different crops that have beea reaped fronx it, 
they then proceed in search of another plot, and thereon 
commence their work anew, leaving the old field to re- 
cover its streng^ by remaining fdlow. An increase 
of population, however, wHl, no doubt, effect a change 
ki this also ; for, as the country becomes more thicuv 
nf^abited, the land will of ^ourse be rendered iQuch 
more valuaUe, -and the agriculturist obliged to adopt 
various improvements which are not absolutely neces- 
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'#ary while such eztenBive tracts remain wfaoDy daa-> 
titute of inhabitants. 

The harvest beings over, the com is brooght hpme In 
bundles: each woman carries her sheaves upon her 
head. A small circular enclosure is Uien made, and the 
ground within prq[)ared in such away as to form a good 
hard thrashing-floor, on which the trnmram, or ears, are 
laid and ' beaten out when dry. The Kaffer and Boe> 
chuana tribes are decidedly more provident and eco- 
nomical than the Hottentots. Whde Uie latter, with 
comparatively few exceptions, thou^tlessly kill and 
eat as long as their little stock lasts, or carelessly 
squander away their scanty pittance as soon as they 
get it ; the former, on the contrary, uniformly labour to 
Keep in hand a store of something or other ; so that 
real and continued want is much less felt among them* 
Like the Bedouins in some of the northern parts of 
Africa, they lay up their winter provisioas in pits, or 
subterranean granaries, which are invariably made in 
the cattle-folds. The shape of these is circular, and 
their size, depth, &c., of course, vary according to the 
quantity of grain that is to be deposited in them. They 
are in general dug by the men, who pr6ceed about them 
in the following manner, viz. — ^the ground being cleared, 
a hole is made just wide enough to admit a man's 
body ; and when the pit is sufficiently deep to aUow of 
his descending into it, the earth is gradualljr and regu- 
larly excavated oh every side, until the cavity is large 
enough for the purpose intended. The workman is psur- 
ticularly careful to keep the orifice or entrance within 
such dijqaaisions as are barely necessajy to aDow of his 
creeping in and out. Before the com is poured in, the 
interior is thoroug]^y j^astered with fresh cow-dung, 
' and the pit is finaSy closed up with a thick covering of 
the same material, which ultimately becomes so hard 
and imporous as to be proof against boUi air and water. 
It is worthy of remark, that almough these subterfanevi 
storehouses are freauently expo^, .and the kraal in 
which they are made sometimes deserted for weeks 
and months together, an iostance rarely or never occurs 
of one being broken open, or of its contents being un- 
wwfully taken away. This would be accounted a very 
heinous offence. 

The simplicity, but more especially the antiquity, of 
this part of the Kaffer's system of economy renders it a 
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matter of some interest. AllaMon is made to this ao- 
cient mode of preserving the produce of Africa by Cssar 
himself; and the same plan, thou(|[h on a larger scale, 
'was evidently adopted m the ancient and celebrs^tetf 
city of Tripoh, as appears from the '' corn-wells, or cav- 
erns,'' which have t>Ben discovered within her founda- 
tions, and in which grain was formerly laid up for ex- 
portation. Varro asserts, that wheat thus preserved 
will keep for fifty years, sbid millet for more than a hun- 
dred ; but the state of the grain, although perfectly good 
in the estimation of the native himself, after having been 
in those cisterns for the space of two or three years 
only, is far from corroborating this assertion. The 
superiority, however, of the depositories to which tint 
writer alhides would doubtless make a very wide differ- 
ence as to the perfect preservation of their contents. 

Another contrivance is resorted to for the preserTa- 
tion of a part of their produce. The imbeo (seed) and 
incuba, or tobacco, are not unfrequently stowed away in 
a kind of upper store, called the ixanti. This place has 
somewhat the appearance of a hut perched upon bare 
poles, six or eight feet high. The latter are firmly 
fixed in the groun<jL ; and upon their upper extremities 
rests a sort of platform^ made of sticks j^ced trans- 
versely, and covered with mats. On this is raised a 
slight frame, which is thatched in the same way as their 
houses. The whole structure is altogether detached 
from the other buildings, and is characterized by its sin- 
gularity rather thail by either its safetar or utility. The 
stranger, on first viewmg it, would in all probability con- 
clude that it was either a pigeon-cot or a poi^try-roost 

When the labours of the fteld no longer require their 
attention, the women are occupied in repairing their 
habitations, or in building new ones, in making baskets, 
baking-pots, or manufacturing mats. The pots which 
are commonly used for cooking, &c., are a very rude de- 
wsription of earthen-ware. They are clumsily moulded, 
and exceedingly inconvenient, having neither han- 
-dles ncfr coverings. A comparatively smaU deffree of 
attention is paid to the preparation of the clay, which in 
all probabili^is far from being the best; and hence 
many of these unsightly vessels are very porous. Nev- 
ertheless they stand the fire tolerably weU, and answo: 
every purpose for which the natives require them. 

Tbeur mats are of two kinds, coarse and fine. In the 
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former there is no display either of attention or art, as 
they are made merely to serve the most common pur- 
poses ; but in the workmanship of the latter, both indus- 
try and genius are manifest. The utyani (rushes) of 
which they are composed consist of the very finest that 
can be found. These are neatly stitched toother with 
thread, made from the bark of trees, and in such a man- 
ner as to give a closeness and regularity to the texture 
of the whole piece ; so that, when well finished, they 
very nearly resemble many of the Indian mats. One of 
these, spread on the floor, forms the very best bed that 
Caffraria afifbrds, and the only one used b^^the wealth- 
iest and most powerful of its chiefs. Bein^ but a sin- 
gle rush thick, it of course constitutes no easier a couch 
than the ground itself; hence the weary traveUer is but 
ill able to obtain that rest upon it which his exhausted 
strength and aching limbs require. > The Kaffer and hia 
consort, having arisen from their Ambers in the morn- 
ing, carefully roU it up, and put it away till wanted again. 
It IS sometimes used as §l seat also ; but to scatter any 
particle of food upon it is accounted a great breach of^ 
decorum. Instances are here frequently occurring iUus- 
trative of our Lord's words, Mark ii. 11 ; as the natives 
are frequently seen walking with their beds upon their 
heads. Add to these matten couches, a leathern milk- 
sack, an earthen cooking-pot, and a calabash or two 
(made from a species of gourd), which serve as substi- 
tutes for tumblers, and we have the whole of v^ Kaf* 
fer% household furniture. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Government— OenealogT of the chiefr— Intermainage -mrittt netgh- 
bouring tribes— Oaikm^s atUck upon bit goeidian— His intercoone 
with colonists— Judicial proceedings— Kaflfer law— Infidelity of 
females — Predatory disposition general — Attack upon the Muwinn 
fold— Thieves arrested- Author's study plundered — Alarming 
threat of the chief— A heathen ceremonv — Vile conduct of the sor- 
ceress—Infatuation of the chie£i— Moae of proceedings in cssei 
of sickness— Cruel tortures— Capital punishments— Affecting &cts 
— Gaika*s death— Treachery and barbarity of his son. 

NoTwrrHSTANDma the great dispersion of the difierent 
tribes, the migratory habits of many of the^ clans, and 
the numerous wars that have from time to time had 
place among them, they have uniformly kept up a cer- 
tain system of government, which has evidently existed, 
as we now find it, from time immemorial. For the gene- 
alogical order of their successive chieftains, as well as 
for every other matter relating to their forefathers, we 
are of course indebted to tradition wholly, there being 
no knowledge pf letters, and consequently no written 
record, to be found in any,part of Caflfraria. How far 
many of these traditionary accounts are correct is ex- 
tremely hard to say, seeing that the facts themselves 
Sure in most cases merged in confusion. Rarely do we 
meet with any one among the younger class of Kaffersr 
that is able to furnish us with much certain information 
respecting their ancestors ; nordo even the middle-aged 
seem to have interested themselves sufficiently in the 
concerns of antiquity; consequently, their statements 
are generally of a hesitant and problematical character. 
Frequent and tiresome were the conversations held upon 
subjects connected with their customs andpohty, ere I 
comd arrive at any thing at all definite and satisfactory. 
But, anxious to redeem firom oblivion every thin^ that 
might be in the least degree important or interesting, I 
ms^e a point of allowing no opportunity to shp which 
was likely in any way to prove advantageous to my pur- 
pose. 

One day a very old native, son of Galaka, Hinza's 
grandfather, came to the mission-house, entreating that 
I would give him a little medicine for his granddaughter, 
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who wms 8ick. Haring complied with his *] 
proposed to him divers questions respecting the 
of his people, and the events of former days ; all whi< 
he cheerfully answered, and with a readiness peculiar 
to the aged when speakingof what they learned and saw 
while young. This venerable genealogist gave me the 
names of several ancient rulers of the Amaxose, with 
whom w^e w^ere before unacquainted. *^ The oldest of our 
kings," said he, " of whom any account has come down 
to us, is Thlanga, in whose name we idways swore in ^e 
earliest days."* Thlanga was succeeded by his son 
€roo8h, at whose death Malangana, the son of Goosbt 
became the chief ruler of the tribe. . From Malangana 
sprang Isikoipo, who was heir to his father's authority, 
and who was succeeded by his principal son Toguh. 
Qond6 the son of Toguh, and the next chief of impor- 
tance, was the father of Isheo, the seventh in direct suc- 
cession from- Thlanga. Then comes Palo the son of 
Isheo, who appears to have been generally known by 
the name of Pharaoh among the old Dutch colonists, 
some of whom "fancied that he was a lineal descend- 
ant of the Egyptian monarch.''f He resided, as did his 
father, and grandfather, and great-grandfather Toguh, in 
the vicinity of the Kae, where his remains lie buried at 
the foot of a tree, around which his coiuicil were wont to 
assemble. Palo was succeeded by his son Galaka, and 
Galaka by his son Khauta the father of Hinza, who is 
acknowledged as the rightful sovereign of all the Amax* 
osinian clans. 

This account, which in its most essential parts is fully 
supported by the testimony of many other aged natives, 
differs somewhat from that of other writers, who repre- 
sent " Galaka and Palo" as brothers, ruling in amicable 
conjunction after the death of their father fsheo.t This 
I presume, must be a niistake, and that Galaka and 
Khahabe, the two chief sons of Palo, were meant ; as it 
was between these two that the Amaxoss nation seems 
to have been divided at "the decease of the latter." 
Here, therefore, we arrive at a distinct epoch in the 
affairs of the tnbe : which I have purposely avoided 
noticing until we had brought down the line of chief- 
tau^hip, in direct succession, to the present era, so aa 

T ^6 custom of twearing by the ancient or moat celebrated 
^"i««» obtains uniTersally. 
t Thompson's Travels, votii. p. 338. tibid. 
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to prescint, in one sncckiet an4 mdnroken Tiew, aU ih 
principal nilers, as Oeur as tradition will liable us to trace 
them. 

When Palo died, his second son Khahabe remoTod 
vqpfwards of a hundred miles farther to the westward, 
accompanied by all his followers, who formed a ycij 
large clan. Thus was broken offone of the main brttnches 
of the thbe, out of which naturally grew a kind of sab- 
government. It does not, however, s^;>pear that the' 
event was the conse^quence of any rupture or misunder 
standing between him and his brother Galaka, as the 
utmost unanimity is said to have subsisted betweea 
them. Hence their pastoral habits, and the probable 
density of population in the neighbourhood of the Kae, 
which, as is intimated above, from Toguh's time, at 
least, had been the chief seat of 'the tribe, render it not 
at all unlikely that the cause of their separation origin- 
ated in some such circwQstances as those which led 
Abraham to say unto his kinsman Lot, '' J^et there be no 
strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between 
my herdsmen and thy herdsmen ; for we be brethren. 
Is not the whole land before thee t Separate thyself, 
I pray thee, from me : if thou wilt take the leil-hand, 
then I will go to the right ; or if thou depart to the right- 
hand, then I will go to the left." — Gen. xiii. 8, 9. They 
finally settled about the sources of the Keiskamma and 
Chumi, in a part of the country which, like that chosen 
by Lot, is " well watered everywhere." 

" Khahabe, after establishing himself in this part, gave 
his eldest daughter to a chief of the Tambookies (Ama- 
tymbae) ; but, not being satisfied with the cattle that were 
given by the bridegroom, he sent his eldest son Uralao 
to demand a further contribution. The young chief, 
however, died in the Tambookie country ; and whether 
there was any suspicion of treachery, or that his father 
only wanted a pretence for his violence, Khahabe imme- 
diately afterward attacked the Tambookies, pretending 
that they had employed sorcery against him. After a 
great deal of fighting, Khahabe succeeded in bringing 
off his daughter, and ravaged the Tambookie country to 
such a degree that part of it lay desolate for many years 
afterward ; but this turbulent chieftain was ultimately 
overthrown and slain in one of his marauding expedi- 
tions." Wema^r here remark, that while the chiefs of 
the Amatembu tribe sometimes marry into that of the 
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AmaxoBse, as ii^the case Just cited, the chieftains of the 
latter invariably take their principal wives from among 
the Amatembu ; and it is from the male issue of these 
that the royal heir is always chosen. 

^' On the death of Khahabe, his second son S'Lhambi 
Bucceeded him as re^nt of the tribe, Gaika the son of 
Umlao, the lineal heir, being yet a minor. S'Lhambi, 
the better to secure his own authority, placed his sist^. 
Ishusa over those hamlets that had been under the sway 
of his deceased brotlier Umlao. The only thing worthy 
of notice that occurred during Gaika's minori^ was an 
attack on the clan of Congo at the instigation of the 
Dutch colonists. Congo was assailed on one side by 
S^Lhambi, and on the other by the boors at the same 
time ; yet though many of his followers were destroyed, 
he kept his ground in spite of his enemies. At this time 
Gaika wa^ a very young man, and was taken by S*Lhambi 
on the expedition, to train him to hardihood and heroism. 

'^ Gaika began at len^h to dread and to oppose the 
influence of his uncle in the nation ; and what he could 
not effect by force he did by artifice. The first of his 
warlike exploits was to plunder certain villages belongs 
ing to S'tihambi's adherents. Thir successful fray was 
achieved by the aid of a number of young men about hi» 
own age. On a remonstrance being made to S'Lhambi, 
he interfered and made the cattle l^ given up. But it 
seems this act of audacity gained Gaika no small admirar 
tion, particularly among the young warriors of his tribe. 

" The next step he took was still more decided. He 
ordered the followers to seize and carry off a number 
of S'Lhambi's own cattle ; and when h& uncle's adhe* 
rents followed, he attacked and dlrove them back with 
disgrace. Upon this S'Lhambi came to Gaika in a 
peaceable manner, and remonstrated against his violent 
conduct; but such -an adept was the juvenile chief 
already in dissimulation, that he pretended to be entirely 
ignorant of the transaction, and thus contrived to pacify 
his uncle, who returned to his own hamlet at the Debe 
river. But he had scarcely arrived there, when Gaika 
collected aU his fc^owers, and siirprised S'Lhambi, 
drove him from his dwelling, and forced lum to take 
shelter in the territory of his cousia Buhoo. The fugi- 
tive chief was supported by Buhoo, and a great force 
was collected to attack Gaika ; but the laUer was on the 
alert, and, falling suddenly upon them, routed their 
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ft>rces, and took Sljhambi and Hinza prisimers. TfaA 
latter, being oidy a boy, he dischatged, but kept his node 
a prisoner at large."* 

As Gaika dwelt, in the same part that was formerij 
occupied by his grandfather Khahabe, his contiguity to 
the colony afforded him vsffious privileges, and numer- 
ous opportunities for intercourse with travellers, as well 
as With his white neighbours, which were never en- 
joyed by his fellow-chieftains. > This in part accounts 
for the circumstance of his being much more generally 
known. Moreover, being the princmal chief on the 
frontier, an offer of the gospel was nrstmade to him; 
and the first Christian mission to the Amaxosae nation 
was established in his domain. These were highly im- 
portant events, and of course materially contributed to 
his celebrity. But what tended finaUy to establish the 
name of this pagan despot was the manner in which he 
was publicly recognised in the year 1817 as sole repre- 
sentative of the K^er tribes ; a measure the most injudi- 
cious and unwise that could possibly have been adopted. 
Not only was it repugnant to the feelings of every other 
chief, but, as might have been expected, naturally cal« 
culated to excite a spirit of jealousy, seeing that each 
was as independent of liim as he was or them ; and hence 
reasonably and rightfully expected to be equally treated 
with in aU matters affecting their respective territories. 

The Kaffer chiefs are in aU cases both legislators and 
judges, while "the old men" and favourite courtiers 
form a kind of jury and council too. Their palaver, and 
court-house, like the ancient Roman forum, is in the 
open airj imder the hedge of the cattle-fold, or in the 
shade of a tree.* The proceedings are always made as 
public as possible, and the people admitted without dis- 
tinction. " The parties appear personally, plead their 
own cause, and produce their witnesses and proqfs. The 
learned profession being here ^mknown, every man is 
his own advocate. Much personal display is manifest 
in their forensic exhibitions, smd they are in genenl 
imt>osin^ orators. In their public harangues a map is 
seldom mterrupted, although Ms speech f>e continued 
fot hours together ; but during this time his antagonist 
is all attention ; when he rises to reply, every argume&t 
that has be^n adduced is taken up in the exact order in 
which it was delivered, ani with as mudi precision as 

* Thompson's Travels, toL ii pp. 339, 340. 
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ff answered at the very moment. Memory is their only 
note-book,; and although apparently put on ipany occa* 
sions to the severest test, they seldom seem to labour 
under any material difficulty in bringing up all the de- 
tails of the subject by the astonishing powers of recol- 
lection. Their language on those occasions is generally 
strong and nervous, and their manner exceedingly manly 
and dignified. Ev^n the children, when s^ut to reply 
to the most simple question, step forward, throw back 
the head, and extend the arm ; and give to their words 
a full, slow, and clear enunciation. 

" The decisions of these Ca0rarian judges," says a 
correspondent in one of the colonial newspapers, '* ar« 
generally founded^n precedents which are treasiured up 
in the i\iemories of the old, and eagerly learned and 
carefully recollected by the young. The following sin- 
gular case, which is said to have occurred some years 
ago, will perhaps give the reader some idea of the state 
of Kafier law. A calf in its way to the world, or, in 
other words, when but half-dQlivered, was killed by a 
dog. The case was brought before the kinff, and a de- 
fence set' up on the ground that the anim^ destroyed 
never belonged to the plaintiff, and could no more be 
considered as a part of his herd than a calf to be bonk 
twelve years hence, ^^either the judge nor any of hu 
elders could recollect a case in point ; and hesitating to 
establish a precedent even in so simple an affair, he des- 
patched messehgers to all the other chiefs for advice 
upon the subject. Each of them called together the old 
men of their respective tribes, and demanded their opin- 
ion ; and all sent back a reply stating that a similar case 
had never, to their knowledge, been discussed before. 
The king then oidered the matter to lie over until hit 
doubts should be removed ; and with this resolution both 
parties are perfectly satisfied." / 

Their laws, like those of most baibarous nations, are 
few and very simple: they are founded less on deep 
policy than on plain natural principles. Nevertheless, 
as the source from whence th^ sprina is corrupt, and 
the hands in which they are placed in the hiffhest ^gree 
impure, it is but seldom that they are inade to prefect 
the innocent or punish the really guilty ; injustice and 
violence are pr^ominant jprinciples, and among the 
cr3ring sins oi the land. Theft, adi4tery, murder, aad 
iM>rcery generally constitute tbid chief charaoteristiM 
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of their court calendars ; and the latter of these evUa if 
gravely pdrtrayed to the minds of the people in a thoa- 
■and frig^tfid shapes, which, like so many spectres, haont 
and scare their deluded spirits daily. 

Being altogether ignorant of the immort^ty of tho 
soul, au^ havmg no proper idea of a future state of ex- 
istence, life is regarded as a thing of comparatively smafi 
value. Consequently the crime of murder is seldom or 
never punished with death, excepting in the case of i 
chief, which very rarely occurs. In aljmost every other, 
although malice prepense be clearly proved, the murderer 
is fully acquitted on paying a fine proportioned to ibe 
rank and importance of the person m whose b'ood his 
hands have been imbrued. An a£fray of a very san- 
^inary nature one day took place between a few of the 
mhabitants of one of the institutions and those of a 
neighbouring village, in consequence of several depreda- 
tions that had been committed by the latter. The suf- 
ferers, having been obliged to take up arms in defence 
of their property, proceeded to the residence of the 
robbers, and demanded the cattle that had been unlaw- 
fully taken from them ; but no attention being paid to 
their request, they had recourse to coercive noieasures^ 
which gave rise to a bloody quarrel, so that three of their 
opponents fell. The matter was then laid before the 
chief, who a£fected id weep, saying, ^* You have killed 
BO many of my soldiers ; my number is now so much 
less." But no sooner had he obtained half the herd be- 
longing to the delinquents than he not only laid aside 
his lamentations, but even declared that all they had 
done " was very good." 

Such being the estimate of life in general, the death 
of a female by violence attracts comparatively liUle 
attention. Previously to marriage she is regarded as a 
kind of marketable article, and valued according to the 
price she is likely to fetch when. marriageable; sul^e- 
quently to marriage the husband laments her loss» as the 
master would that of his slave whom he had bought and 
paid for. But should she be a widow, her case is pitiable 
indeed, being without a protector through life, and sel- 
dom if ever the object of sympathy in death. Many of 
these poor creatures are hurried to an untimely end, 
unfottowed by a single sigh, much less a tear; and 
scarcely hais the spirit taken its flight to the eternal 
world before beasts of prey are allowed without molest- 
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stion to tear them limb from limb, and drag the bones 
to their dens. Mdny a horrid and heart-renmng deed is 
hereby placed beyond the power of human detection, 
and the murderer enabled effectually to elude the voice 
of blood. 

" The infidelity of the Soolima women," says Major 
Laing, " is a never-failing source of litigation here, as in 
-an other countries where, for want of being treated with 
dne respect, they have no character to uphold. Like aU 
other African females, they are loose in morals, as I 
could perceive from the numerous palavers which were 
brought before the king."* This is precisely the case 
in every part of Kafferland ; quarrels and prosecutions 
are contmually springing from the very same source. 
On this subject; therefore, Barrow, who States that *' in- 
stances of infidelity are said to be very rare ; and when 
they do occur, are accidental rather than premeditated,"t 
was evidenil^ misinformed. 

The beauties of a country, and the general appear* 
ances of a people, are at once exhibited to the eye of 
the traveller ; but not so with regard to the depravity of 
their habits, and the deplorable wretchedness insepara- 
bly connected with it. These lie concealed from his 
view; and hence arise many mistakes on this head. 
" The Kaffer woman," says the above-mentioned writer, 
'* is both chaste anid modest :" he is, nevertheless, con- 
strained to acknowledge that '* the latter part of her 
character' might be called in question. If, for instance, 
a young VIroman should be asked if she is married, not 
coMent with giving, the simple negative, she usually 
throws open her cloak, which generally constitutes her 
alniost only covering." Such indeed is the frequent 
practice, and affords prpof sufiicient of the absence of 
that principle which constitutes one of the chief orna- 
ments of the female sex. 

Fornication is a common and crying sin. The wo- 
men are well acquainted with the means of procuring 
miscarriage ; and those means are not unfrequently re- 
sorted to without bringmg upon the offender any pun- 
ishment or disgrace whatever. Should ayoung unmar- 
ried woman become pregnant, her paran^our is required 
/either to take her to wife or to pay a very heavy penalty. 
If the demands of the law and her parents be satisfied| 

• Jittiiif^Ti»fiilf,p.asO-360. fBanow.folip. IfO. 
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and he should decline marryinf her, we are told that In 
is nevertheless able, at any subsequent period^ to dais 
the child, if so disposed. When adultery is cleailj 
proved, the husband is in general fully satisfied with the 
fine usually levied upon the deUnquent, although he only 
receives a part of it, the other moiety being claimed!^ 
the chief or his counciL So degraded indeed are their 
views on subjects of this nature, and so low theii 
estimate of character, that the man who has tkos 
obtained six «or eight head of cattle, deems it a-for- 
tunate circumstance rather than otherwise ; he at 
once renews his intimacy with the seducer, and in the 
course of a few days becomes as friendly and familiir 
with him as ever. Should the wife, however, be sur- 
prised by her husband in the act of illicit intercourse 
the law would justify the latter in instantly killing last 
partner in guilt ; and this summary mode of punishment 
would be regarded as nothing more than his due. Cor- 
poral chastisement, or divorce, generally constitutes 
the utmost of the woman's penalty in such cases. 

Most African nations with which we are as yet ac- 
quainted have less or more distinguished themsehes 
by a predatory disposition ; and although the Kafferhas 
not the same kind of incentives to plunder which are 
found to actuate the Mandingoe, Soolima, Foulah, and 
other nations in the west where the slave-trade prores 
such a source of rapine and cruelty, thievishness never- 
theless constitutes one of the most prominent traits in 
his character. Of this we have already had occasion 
to notice many proofs ; and it may here be necessary 
to remark that it is not the herd of the colpnist on^ 
that attracts his attention. So prone is he '* to pick and 
steal," and so powerful in his mind is the principle of 
dishonesty, that, if opportunity serves, he scarcely hesi- 
tates to lay hands on the property of his very best friends. 
This remark is the more necessary inasmuch as many 
of his white neighbours very erroneously imagine tbat 
it is from them only that he steals, and that by powder 
and ball they will be able ultimately to compel him to 
lay aside so mjuhous a habit. This, however, is a grand 
mistake ; an4 one would really suppose that the engines 
of destruction have^now played upK)n him long enoogii 
to convince the most inveterate enemies of the gospeli 
that something else is necessary to make the Ka£fer an 
honestman. To ^Sdci this, ana to root outof Csi&an» 
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tiie pinciple whence it proceeds, will require a power 
is^Glutely superior both tp human laws and British troops, 
sdthough armed with all the terrors of death itself. 

Since the commencement of a commercial inter- 
course with the colony, those of the natives who are 
more particularly addicted to these vile practices have 
been exceedingly* active. ' Being able quickly to dis- 
pose of their booty, they in many instances effectually 
elude all research. When bent upon depredation, they 
usually conceal' themselves until a favourable opportu- 
nity presents itself; and 1iaving.succeeded in gettmgoff 
with their neighbour's cow or ox, they first feast upon 
its flesh, and then take the hide to market with as little 
delay as possible. Should their nefarious schemes, 
however, be fairly and fully detected, the law imposes 
a very heavy penalty, amounting in some cases to a ten- 
fold restitution ; and in others to more than that. The 
foUo wing[ instances, which, together with several others 
of a siimlar nature, occurred under my own ey^, will 
give a tolerably correct idea of their mode of proceed- 
ing in matters of this kind. 

Our cattle-fold at Mount Coke was first erected at a 
short distance fr<?m the mission village; but within 
sight, and surrounded by native huts. Nevertheless, 
while we were engaged in divine service one evening, 
a party of marauders availed themselves of ^he absence 
of the people, and, after breaking open the fold, suc- 
ceeded m taking away two 6xen ; one of which beloi^d 
to the society, and the other to my interpreter. The 
circumstance was immediately discovered by the herd- 
ers, but the darkness of the night rendered pursuit alto- 
gether impracticable. No sooner, however, did day 
begin to dawn the following morning, than the neigh- 
bouring hamlets were all> apprized of the robbery, and 
the natives flocked around us from all sides in oitter to 
procJeed jm quest of the stolen cattle. On sucTi occa- 
sions' every man is actuated both by hope and fear. Hb 
tremUes lest it should turn out that the freebooters had 
driven their spoil in the direction of his habitation, so 
as to cause suspicion in any degree to faU upon him ; 
while, on the otner hand, he indulges a hope of sharing 
in the fine should the robbers be ^apprehended. 

'Wfaen^the party had mustereid, all proceeded with 
spear in hand to the entrance of the cattle-fold ; and 
althoiigh the path had been trampled upon by the whole 
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iierdy to my utter astonishment the track of the two 
animals stolen was almost immediately found by tl^ose 
keen-eyed searchers. Upon this, which the thieves had 
purposely rendered as circuitous and zigzag as possiUe, 
our host patiently proceeded for nearly two days, and 
until hy tne traces alone ihe^r found the very krsud into 
which the oxen had been driven. When within a few 
hundred yards of it they all collected together, and 
while advancing cried with a loud voice, saying, *' Wk^e 
are Uie cattle l^longing to the Great Place ? Who ha9 
taken the oxen belonging to God's House t" These 
questions they continued to repeat for some time -w^ihr 
out receiving any answer. Previously to their arriva/ 
the plunderers had heard that the " solmers*' (a term ap- 
plied to men-servants generally) *^ of the wnfundis were 
at their heels.'' This seems to have terrified them to 
such a degree that they scarcely knew what step to 
take. Consequently the oxen were left standing in the 
fold into whicn they had but just driven them. Their 
fears were raised to the very mghest pitch by an a{q>re- 
hension of the dreadful consequences that would in aU 
probabihty result from a report of the whole affair to 
S'Lhambi.' 

After challenging the inhabitants of the hamlet in tbe 
manner above stated, our people took their seats on the 
side of a small acclivity at a short distance. Here they 
remained for some time. At length an official message 
was sent, reouesting to know what they wanted ; their 
reply instantly J)rought out the headman of the villa^ 
who affected to know nothing at aU of the matter. 
This, however, availed little ; " For," said the others, 
'* the traces go into your hamlet ; you must therefore 
either show us where they go out, or bring out the oxen 
which thus went In." Hearing Ibis, he affected to 
weep ; upon which a number of his warriors came oat, 
brandishing their spears and bludgeons, as if to intimi- 
date those on the opposite side. But finding that their 
threats had little or no effect, and being s3l' the time 
conscious that the offenders were in the midst of .them, 
they at last brought them forth. Some discussion then 
took place ; at length the captain compelled the delin- 
quents, not only to restore the stolen animals, but to 
produce two young bullocks also, as an acknowledl^- 
ment of their guilt and a fine for their* conduct. 

Had the affair not been thus compromised by tb0 
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ttrtiect on the spot, it must ti6ce80ar11y hare been laid 
efore the principad chiefs, who, on obtaining snbstan^ 
ial eridence, would doubtless have condemned the 
liieves in a much heavier penalty^. Knowing this, they 
rere gliid to comply with the tenns imposed upon them 
y their own headman. 

'When* the proper^ stolen consists of articles that 
aay be carried away m the hand, and of which no traces 
emain, recourse is instantly had to the wizard or sor- 
jeress. ^The power and influence which these [M-etend- 
}rs exercise over the mindsr of the people is similar to 
ihat of the greep^es in Western AfHca ; but there is 
this difference m their general habits: whereas the 
latter make the woods their places oi habitation, living 
in a state of entire seclusion from society, the former 
daily mix 'with and five as th^ other people do. They 
profess to be able by dreams and visions to ascertain 
the perpetrators of hidden deeds ; and such is the im- 
plicit confidence placed in them both by chiefs and peo- 
ple, that their lying incantations are the instrumental 
cause Of ruin to many an innocent family. Of this we 
have often had ocular and paiqful demonstratiod. The 
following case, which circumstances compelled me to 
witness from the commencement to its termination, 
may suffice as evidence of the entire absenbe of both 
truth and justice at this tribunalr— of th^ jeopardy in 
which every one present is placed — and of the import- 
ance an4 credit attached to the bare, imsupported ipse 
ii^ of these emissaries of Satan. Indescribably 
wretched must be the lot of those who lie under thi 
doom of such a system, in situations where neither 
reli^on norhilmamty is present to check its murderous 
decisions. 

August, Ue^ 1836. — ^At an early hour in the morning 
our mission village at Mount Coke was thrown into the 
utmost confusion, in consequence of a robbery that had 
D^n committed in the course of the preceding night. 
The door of a small outer room which I had appropri- 
ated as a stu^ was broken open, several things thrown 
out, and two chests containing manuscripts, letters, and 
important official documents, together with a variety 
of other valuable articles, werf isken away. The depr^ 
^tion was doubtless committed under an impression 
Miat the boxes contained beads and other available trink- 
ets; as 1 firmly beUeve, from th«r peculiar Boti09» 

O 
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of tl^t uad being witbLiii» no natiTO would hare 
to touch them. I was not at home at the time the 
cumstance occurred, hayinff j^ne to a neighbouring 
tion with a few things of which one of my brother 
sionaries stood in need ; but on receiving the intelligeois* 
I returned, of course, with all speed. Crowds of nattires 
of both sexes had abready gathered together in groups 
in our streets, the affair being quickly reported amons^ 
the neighbouring hamlets. The discovery of what I 
had lost made me tremWe to take any step, lest the 
superstition of the chiefs should induce thein to pocB* 
vengeance upon innocent individuals ; and yet the vabo 
of the property, and the impossibiUty of ever re^daciq^ 
the greater part of what was missing, rendered silence 
difficult. 

Hoping by the use of mild measures to ffet the papers 
at least restored, messages were despatched to all the 
surrounding villi^^es, apprizing the people of the natnie 
andparticmarsof thQ stolen property— and offerings 
reward to any one who might Imng back either all or 
part of it I>eQming. it probable that the thieves on dis- 
covering their mistake might throw away their useless 
booty to avoid detection, a careful search was made 
throughout the country, but all to no purpose. No satis- 
factory intelligence could be obtained for several days; 
so that the general impression on every one^s mind was, 
that the cases and their, contents were committed to 
the flames, and would never be seen again. But just 
after we had (Concluded divine service in the aftemooB 
of the following Sabbath day, Mr. T., the artisan, who 
had taken a waSc to the summit of the mount, espied 
them l3ring at a distance on the plain. Both boxes had 
been broken open, and the manuscripts all torn out and 
exposed. . My pocket-compass, telescope, and a case 
of mathematical instruments, together with several 
Q&er things, were ^en away ; but as these might be 
easilyrepla^ed, their loss gave me but httle concern. 
The joy of our people o^ seeing the letters and pa- 
pers, ^. in my ha^ seemed for a while quite inex- 
pressible, as their siq^^efstitious fears had been so much 
excited as to induce many of them to conclude that in 
the event of its being proved that these things had been 
burnt in their land, sc^mei dreadful plague would be the 
ia^table conseqtt^^. , 
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' in the interim, tiie old cbief, w)io w» exceedingly 
enraged, declared his detennination to pot to death 
every man that mig^t be proved guiity in tiiis matter, 
together with their wives and children also. A number 
of his old warriors were therefore smnmoned to as- 
semble for the purpose of investigatii^and making afl 
necessary inquiry upon the subject. The business now 
assumed a very serious and threatejiing aspect: the 
chief stated that he considered the offence as com- 
mitted, not so much against the mission as against him- 
self ; and his counselors professed to be actuated by 
similar motives. 

Friday y I9th. — ^They called in the aid of one of their 
most celebrated sorceresses; and, in reply to my re- 
monstrances against such a mode of procedure, arffued 
4hat the crime was one of great magnitude, and invcSved 
the interests of the whole tribe ; that S'Uiambi was de- 
termined to be avenged upon his adversaries ; and that 
such were their modes of finding them out, and of pro- 
moting, the ends of justice. A^ut midday an assem- 
hb^ oif several hundreds took place, with the young 
chief Kye at their head. As it was expected that some 
desperate measure would be adopted, I felt it' to be a 
duty incumbent upon me to be present, with the view 
of preveiiting bloodshed if possible. The men w^re all 
armed, each having in his hand several spears, which 
rendeied the appearance ojQ the body extremely ibrmi- 
did)le. ' After proceeding in due form to the room-door 
that had been forced, Aey again withdrew to a short 
distance, and a brief consiutation took place among the 
elders. One of their heathenish dances was then com- 
menced, in'which both male and female joined; and 
this being ended, all the old warriors, who formed the 
court of justice, then took their seats on the ground, 
apart from the rest. The sorceress, preceded by s^ve* 
ral other native women, now came forth, attired in a 
dirty Uack garment, loosely suspended from the shoul- 
ders; on her head were three large* artificial tufts of 
hair; and in her right hand several sharp-pointed 
^>ears. 

After exhibiti^ to the assembly a number «6f ridicu- 
lous gestures, and throwing heirself into various disgust- 
ing attitudes, she ani^ounced the* naines of two person 
(one of whom was then in the circle), stating tha,t they 
yrere the men whp had done the d^d, ^ that she had 
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been made acquainted with the fact by means of a dretnr* 
Breathless silence enmied ; and every eye was instanfly 
turned towards the acc^ed indiyiikial, whom terror had 
already seized. This psuise was immediately succeeded 
by a Sudden rush of the executive party, who fell upon 
the poor fellow in the most savage manner. While two 
or three held their assagais over his head and breast, tiitt 
others completely stripped him of .his'garb, and of eveiy 
little ornament that he possessed. The lobes of his ean 
were barbarously torn by the ruffians in their strife 
about the beads suspended from them ; and the strag- 
gle altogether was such as to excite fears in my owb 
mind that they were actusdly muidering him. I there- 
fore ran up, and entreated the chief to interpose and 
Ere vent their doing him any personal injury. The tumuU 
avin^ subsided, they arraigned him at the feet of the 
council, peifefctly leaked, kneelii^ on one knee, and 
with a rope tied round his neck. The most painful and 
distressing apprehensions were portrayed in his very 
countenance ; and this was not at all sui^rising, for, as 
he afterward told us, he considered his life to be at 
stake. This done, a party was despatched to ^[>pre- 
hend the individual who was said to be his accomplice. 
It is usual on such occasions to bind the accused hand 
and foot } &nd to extort from him a confession of the 
crime by means 6f torture. For this purpose recourse 
is had to severe and repeated floggings, lacerations, and 
branding by the application of heated stones to the 
throat, breast, and inner part Of the thighs. This would 
have been done in the present instance, had I not been 
on the spot ; and the young chief repeatedly expressed 
his regret afterward that he had allowed this circum- 
stance to prevent their taking all the steps customary 
in such cases, seeing that they had not been able to 
make good their allegations. In reply to all questions 
on the part of the defendant, relative to the grounds of 
accusation, nothing more could be adduced than the bare 
assertions of the sorceress. 

^ These agents of satanic power are not the instigators 
of cruelty only; but theur words are made the speciooi 
pretexts foi^ rapine and plunder. Hence, when the pu^ 
sent in pursuit of the declared accompUce arrived at tl^ 
hamlet of the accused individuals, they nnceremonioosly 
laid violent hands upon everr species of property that 
each possessed. Not satisfied wiUi natsacking their 
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touses, they rtidely sapped the person of one of their 
vrivea of all her ornaments.; the poor creature having 
beeti but just con&ied, was altogether unable to get out 
of tlieir way. They then seized the boys who wero 
tending their herds, and threatened to put them to death 
if th.ey did not point out every head of cattle belonging 
to their parents/ This done, they brought them aU to 
the folds, and at once began to kill and eat. Their 
feasting' was kept up during the greater part of the 
night ; and the following morning they drove off the 
whole of the herds belonging to the individuals inques* 
tion, amounting to about seventy head, inclusive of a few 
calves. After appropriating the greater part of these 
spoils to his own purposes, the young chief distributed 
the rest among his counsellors, leaving to the man, who 
had all this time been kept in bondage, only one cow to 
preselrve his family from starvation. Verily, " the ten- 
der mercies of the wicked are cruel." Thus were these 
poor men totally ruined without the smallest degree of 
evidence being adduced that could fairly criminate them 
in any way whatever. Hoping to obtain my ai^oval 
of this . despotic measure, and wishing me to report 
favourably <>f it to hid father, Kye brought me two of tho 
oxen : these I of course declined accepting, but availed 
xny<8elf of the opportunity to represent the injustice and 
abomiilation of his proceedings, which enraged and ren* 
dered him furious. 

Keu and his companion now resolved on appealing to 

S'Lhambi, who, hewing that many things were still 

missing, was altogether dissatisfied with the whole 

affedr. Orders were therefore issued for the re-assem* 

blingof his warriors under the direction of Dnshani; 

who, accompanied by his counsel, came to Mount Coke 

in the early part of the following month. He arrived 

on the Saturday afternoon ; and just as divine service 

concluded oh the Sunday morning, qrowds of armed 

natives began to pour in from all quarters. We soon 

perceived that they were about to perform another of,' 

their heathenish ceremonies : wMchinduced me warmly 

to remonstrate with the chi6f, and to point out to him 

the sinful nature and Ynanifest evil tendency of such 

jMfactices, enforcing at the same time the sacredness of 

the holy Sabbath, which they were thus groesly desecra*. 

ting. He appealed to be convinced of the truth of all I 

^d, and even proimsed that their deliberatioitt ahoi;^ 
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not be held near the mission TiUage» if at aU. Bit,- 
alas ! his promises were those of a l^then, and. of cme 
who saw no evil in falsehood. Hence two hours had 
not elapsed before the clanipur of the pagan throngs com- 
menced within hearing from onr houses. It subse- 
quently appeared tiiat all my arguments had been op- 
posed, by his own superstitious fears, by the influence 
of his men, and by the artful insinuations of the sor- 
ceress, who found that her craft was in danger. 

On thk occasion the men were all arranged in semi- 
circular order, with a crowd of women in their rear. 
MThile the latter sang and clapped their hands, the {or- 
mer kept up a hea¥y stamping of the feet, and a r^infiing 
clatter of spears, occasionally joining in chorus i^ith the 
females. Their singing, however, was nothing more 
than a deep-toned hum, relieved at intervals by the 
shrill notes of the women, whose voices were generaJly 
predominant. And, notwithstanding the great paucity 
of sounds, unison being strictly kept up, the whole was 
by no means so unpleasant to the ear as might have been 
anticipated. In this manner did they employ themselves 
with very little intermission for the space of two or three 
hours, during which period the >¥hoie body retained its 
original position. What a contrast between this and a 
Christian congregation during the solemn hours of wor- 
ship ! But this I leave for the reader to draw, as we 
proceed. When silence was commanded and a pause 
made by order of the chief, it was for the purpose of 
giving uie parties an opportunity to ask any question 
they thought proper; and as the accused had now a 
numerous eompany on their side, they were imboldened 
to challenge both the impostor and her council. Every 
question was pmt, and all answers given, in a distinct smd 
audible ibanner, so as to • be heara by the whole con- 
course ; and to these interrogat<Hries every man listened 
with the deepest attention. . 

In the interval occasioned by one of these parleys, 
the witch advanced in a circumambulatory manner to 
the centre of the area, occasionally muttering in agnun- 
Ujbig tone as she went^ along. At length she threw 
asi& her garments, and ^danced before the people in a 
state of perfect nudity. This obscene i^ abominable 
conduct was regarded as a sure' proof that dire ven- 
geance was preparing for the culprits, and that they 
^vroi^ soon be convkted by aseans inocm^v^rtibte* 
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Vitli a dart in her tiplifted hand, ^cr again pronotmcM 
ler verdict of ffoilty upon the. men before chai^ged witli 
be crime . These immediately repeUed the charge, and 
called upon her to prove her aasertionv by fetching from 
he place of their concealment the articles that were mlaa* 
ng. She, in reply, exclaimed, ** You have oonoealedthem, 
uid I command you to produce them. " They again con- 
tradicted her statement, and declared their utter inabil- 
ity to comply with her re<)ui8ition. At this crisis, how- 
ever, it^ ivas-quite evident that her menaces, coapM 
with their own superstitious fears, caused them to trem- 
ble exceedingly; and as they afterward stated, had 
they not felt confident that I should defend them until 
guilt was proved, it is more than probable that they 
would have been frightened into some kind of foolish 
and false confession, merely to get rid of their tor- 
mentors.. 

The woman, with her train, then left the assembly, 
and proceeded to the dwellings of Keu and his compan- 
ion, which were about three miles off. There «he pre- 
tended to itiake a diligent and mysterious search : after 
turning oyer stones, ransackipg huts, peeping and mut- 
terinff afiiong^ the trees, she plunged into a deep pool ; 
and from thence brought something up, which her de- 
luded followers regarded as the very thing wanted, 
but which were actually concealed about aet peraoa 
aH the time ! It was nearly d^k when they returned ; 
and on arriving within about half a mile of Uie village, 
tiiey struck up one of their war-songs in token of auc- 
eess. Such a terrific ditty I never before heard, nor 
could I have conceived it possible for the human voice 
to have produced notes so norrid.' It verily seemed as 
if the infernal hosts were let loose, and as if aatcnui 
from the bottomless pit was just^ about to burst upom 
our heads. Milton's powerful language was. at this mo 
ment rendered indescribably imiHWssive; 



« On ^ mdden, open iy» 

' With impetuoos recou, and janin^ aoimd, 

^ Th' infernal doors ; and on their huwea grate 

1 Harsh drander.**— Poradifc JUit, BooIl I. 



i The surrounding slens and ratines loudly echoed a chiU<> 

} tnff response to me dread chorus ; and never in my lifs 

( did 1 feel more fully sensible of being in the way of ttie 

i "^ prim^e of the power of the air,*' from whose tmj J^w* 
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¥^'s am alone eoidd sare the helpleaa nusnonary sad 
his family. 

A death-like silence instantly pervaded the whole 
Bssen\bly as soon aa the yells and howlingii of the sor- 
ceress and her troop were heard : well knoMring' wiiit 
they meant, every erne concluded that the execution of 
the prisoners was now certain. Hence the poor fellows 
themselves, who were. sitting apart from all the rest, 
with their heads covered, really tremble like leaves 
shaken by the wind. As the party .approached, tiie 
young chief addressed me, saying, '* The charges against 
these men are now sid>8tantiated : of this the ^bouts we 
hear are indubitable proofs : the )aw therefore most 
take its course !" Presently the witch came up, and, 
¥rith an air of triumph, rushed into my room, -which was 
imitnediately crowded by the sable throng, insomuch 
that I had but just spa^e to stand in. With much parade 
and ostentatious show, she then put into my hand a few 
inches of brass wire, bent into a variety of forms, and 
a pair of old scissors (which she had borrowed of a Ho^ 
tentot), carefully wrapped up in a piece of dirty rag, say 
ing, ** The first is your pocket-compass, which the vaga* 
bonds have converted into what you see ; and the lat- 
ter are the- instruments which they stole from youl" 
Having said this, with all the confidence that impudence 
and delusion could inspire, she demanded a reward for 
her trouble; not supposing for a moment that I should 
venture to gainsay a single word she had uttered. Pity 
alone prevented me from giving vent to a burst of indig- 
nation : the benighted state of these souls calls for conn 
miseration indeed. 

All this time the chiefs ^ked on with evident com^ 
placency, suid appeared to be as com^detely infatuated 
Bsthe sorceress, or even the devil himself, could wish 
them to be. Hence, on my stating that the above-men- 
tioned articles were things of. which I had no knowledge 
whatever ; that it was obviously the intention of this 
base woman to blind both them and the people ; that 
the whole of their proceedings exhibited a system of lies 
only ; and that it was calculated to promote war and 
bloodshed, and finally to destroy botn body and soul 
jbr ever; their very countenances betrayed a mixture 
of consternation and wrath, and the eyes of the woman 
sparkled with rage ; so that for some moments I was 
fionstv^ed. to doubt concerning my peraonat safety 
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nous tlMun. In otHiclHaioii, howerer, I Bpin told 
lem that, notwithstapdin^ the great value of some of 
le thin^ that were still missing, I freely forgave tiiose 
ho liad injured me^ whoever th^ might be ; aqd eii- 
'eated that neither chieiis nor peo^e would ever m<»e 
Lace dependence upon the amahtukaxi (sorceresses), 
eeingr that they were mere fabricators of falsehood, 
ctuated by the hope of gain, and manifestly engaged in 
le work of the devil. 

Contrary to my expectations, they all withdrew with- 
out giving' utterance to any hostile expression, except- 
Qg that the younger chief very angrily told me that the 
urticle/s produced must be the identical ones I had lost ; 
ind that I only denied aU knowledge of them from a fear 
;kat the defendants would be put to death. Thus ended 
this Kaffer trial : l^ut althouffn the guilt of the accused 
individuals was never estalmshed, a great jMurt of their 
cattle were never restored, nor did they ever obtain the 
personal ornaments which were taken from them. Had 
the lost property- been that of a native, ttiere would have 
been no difficulty in^e case. His dread of the tnietdos, 
the influence of universal custom, and the prospect of 
spoil, would have induced him without a moment's hesi- 
tation to acknowlc^e whatever might be produced* 
however different in shape, size, or quality, as being 
the same article that he had lost. So much for the 
truth, justice,' and mercy of Amaxosinian administration. 
The wizards and witches must be believed ; those whom 
they accuse must be punished; and on such gromidft 
alone are the herds of the defenceless ravenously de- 
voured by the very judges themselves, ** according to 
law!" 

On the very same prmciide, and vrith precisely the 
same objects in view, all cases of sickness, however 
slight, are in this way turned to account W these sen- 
sual, capricious, and heathenish rulers. ' They are no 
sooner heard to complain of continued headache, a 
rheumatic affection, or a fit of colic, than the whole 
country is alarmed, the elders of the tribe or clan gather 
round the chiefs residence with vulture-like fury, and 
nothing will do but onib of the above-mentioned person^ 
a^es must be immediately called in ; not indeed to cure 
hun, but to name the person or persons whom they 
intend to vreet (devour). The wizard is well instructed 
in the matter before he commences his iarcical cei^ 

G3 
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moay, asdsoine obnoxious or W6iltlgr«i]b40ct is a^MMI 
tnvariably marked as.the rictim beforehand. 

Heariilg one morning that the people were a aocm - 
bling at a village not many miles from Mount Ook^ on 
account of the illness of one of Dnsdiani^s captains, who 
had for some time been labouring under a pulmonary 
disease, I ^dled my horse, and repaired to the. place, 
accompamed by our interpreter. ^ The part throogli 
which we rode was greatly beautified by nature ; and 
the numerous little fields of millet, almost ripe for har- 
vest, gave a riclmess to the view, and rendered it truly 
delightful. On coming within sieht of the hamlet, how- 
Tever, my attention was suddenly diverted from the lovely 
features of the landscape by a scene that was every 
thing but charming. The grotesque group which here 
presented itself embraced persons of both sexes, young 
and old ; many of them indeed tottered under a weight 
of years ; and as I advanced, it seemed as if we were 
reaUy puslung through one of the thick clonds of heOish 
ni^ht. A more affecting siffht could scarcely be con- 
•ceived: great indeed is the aebt of gratitude we owe to 
that gracious Bein^ who gave us birth in a Christian 
Country ! Whfle witnessing the zeal with which this 
•heathenish multitude discharged what'each one consid- 
ered to he his duty on the occasion, Icoidd notbut 
blush with shame befbre Almighty God, hardly knowing 
which to deplore most, their awfm condition or my own 
unfaithftdness. 

The whole concourse were ranged in the form of a 
crescent, on a gentle descent, in front of the huts, and 
wi^ their faces towards the cattle-folds below. In the 
rear were numbers of women, clapping their hands and 
singing with all their might ; while the men, as before 
described, beat upon the shafts of their lances with the 
itong&y or fenciny-stick, and kept up a regular stamping 
with the feet in time to the monotonous air. The " wise 
man," a Fingu, sat in one of the huts at a short dis- 
tance, in company with eight or ten other natives, who 
formed his train. The people had been assembled sev- 
eral hoturs prior to my arrival, and were momentarily 
expecting him to make his appearance for the purpose 
«f bring&g the matter to a close ; but nearly three 
hours more elapsed before their expectations were real- 
feed. At length, however, his poming was announced, 
'Sffid every one instantly flew to his appointed station, 
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feattRg lest lie whouM otaenre them al all mtttealhre. 
Their jading exercise was now perfonned with redouUei 
iardoar, and th^ir doleful clamour rang through the sur- 
rounding vales. He was preceded ^ six or eight fe*- 
male harbingers, one of whom first made a tour romid 
tl^e assembly with a branch in her hand. 'When she 
retired, the others 'followed in |he same way; after 
li^hich a formidaUe' procession began to advance witii 
alow and measured steps : the sorcerer was com^etely 
encircled, and. altogether concealed fr6m public view. 
When they arriYed witiiin about tiiirty paces of tha 
crowd, they halted, and the song became general. Ha 
now came Ibrth, a disgusting figure incleed, daubed witii 
grease and ochre 'fironl heed to foot! One side of his 
face was painted red, and the ether jet black : the skin of 
a wild beast was lastened round his loins, in the form of 
kkilt ; and upon his brow was fixed a part olihe jackal^ 
tail. After performing a number of strange antids, 
which w^ere ridiculous in the extreme, and exhibiting 
the most hideous distortions, both of countenance wm. 
person, he again retired into the bosom of his guard* 
This done, he cried, ^' Where are the oxeb which are to 
constitute the reward of my servieesV Let me now 
see the price of my wisdom !" His reiqaest was imme- 
diately complied with, and the cattle produced, together 
with a certain b^ad, taken ArOm the person of each indi* 
vidual present, agreeably tp his demand. The latter 
were all respectfiuly laid at his feet by those who pre*, 
sented them, and who severally passed before him ia 
regtdar rotation for that purpose. It was ftiUy believed 
that he wou^d, in this case, find out t* the wicked one,'* by 
means of scent, as he very eravely and ^gnificantly smett 
every bead that was put into his hand ! • Their onerinfls 
being all presented, they again renewed their doleful 
chorus; but this was not continued many ipinutes be- 
%Te silence was again commanded, and he commenced 
his harangue, to vmich the multitude listened as to an 
oracle. Excepting the occasional expressions of 9i^ 
plause wMch proceeded in a responsive manner from 
ever^r tongue, the utmost stillness prevailed. A de- 
pressing solemnity, not much milike that experienced in 
ft court of judicature when the judse is just about pass- 
ing the final sentence, was now felt. No eye slum- 
]^xed; no ear was inattentive; but all hung upon the 



meaktfs lipB, and Mflbred not a nngle woid to faM im 
Ine ground. 

He at length declared that the waJrrior's af3ictioii ivaa 
attributable, partly to the evil influence of an old woman 
ivirho had been accused of having bewitched her hus- 
band (because he died), some time previously^ aiid 
partly to the conduct of a neighbouring captain's daugh- 
ter, who had detained a smafi leathern bag belonging- to 
the sick man ; but principally to his' own brother, who 
was master of the umzi in wnich they were th^n assem* 
bled, and whom the sorcerer charged with having taken 
a quantity of matter voquted b^ the patient, in the.com^ 
Mencement of his illness. Tms, he further stated, had 
been wrapped up in a piece of leather, and carefully hid 
in the roof of has dwelling. H«re the accuaed inter* 
tupted, and desired him to show some ground for so 
crave an aliegati(m, at the same time exclaiming with a 
loud voice, " Is not the man my brother ? What in* 
ducement could I have to injure my brother % How did 
I take that which you lay to n/iy charge! And sup* 
posing I had done such a wing, in what wav could that 
injure any man !" The fellow, |iowever, did not stop ta 
answer any of these questions, but. hasted away from 
the place as quickly as possible, and under evident ap« 
prehensions of personal danger, as the concourse was 
now divided into two parties, and tha^ which stood on 
his side was by far the weakest. Having in .all prolNu 
bility anticipated this, he had craftily postponed the ren- 
jcounter unul it was nearly dark ; so that the shades of 
evening served as a covert, and facilitated his escape. 

Seeing that he did not so much as attempt to bear out 
tiie charges, I naturally concluded that no harm would 
be done to those against whom he alleged them ; but, 
alas ! many days had not elapsed before the poor man 
was forcibly bereft of nearly the whole of his little 
stock ; and only escaped corporal punidunent by taking 
fliffht to a distant part of the land. One of t^e females 
■ilmded to was required Xp produce ten head of homed 
cattle, or undergo severe burnings. Not having so much 
418 a single beast in the world, her aged father was sued, 
and compelled to pay the whole amount. The other 
{K>or creature, beiog a friendless widow, and having 
•nothing to give as a ransom for her life, was ordered to 
•b6 immediately pursued and put to death. Thus out- 
lawedy and every moment in danger, she was obliged to 
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i3>andcm both hotee and borne, and take reliige in tlio 
^oods, where she woidd probably perish of want, if not 
3y the hand of violence. 

In proof of the general prevalence of this banefolly 
superstitious custom, I i^haU only add the details of one 
>ase more, which was witnessed by my colleague Mr. 
W. Shaw. Pato's eldest son not having speedily recov* 
sred after his circumcision, in the early part of 1898| 
many of the counsellors of the thbe insisted upon call- 
ing a '' wise woman," in order to ascertain who had be* 
witched the youth. This was deemed the more nece8p> 
sary, inasmuch as Pato himself had for some time pre- 
viously been suffering under a disorder which they like* 
wise ascribed to witchcraft,— the imaj;inary source of 
all their woes. Nay, a third ar^^ument m support of the 
measure was drawn from a slight mortalitv that had 
taken place among the chiefs cattle ; and this decided 
the point ; for seven or eight of. his cows or oxen hav- 
ing died within the space of a month or two, H could 
not, forsooth, in their opinion, be otherwise tlian that 
they were all bewitchecltogether. Consequently, the 
old lady was s^nt for without delay. . 

'^ Yesterday afternoon" (March 33d, 1838), sa3r8 Mr. 
Shaw, ** all the people residing in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood -assembled atPato's luraal; at least seven hun- 
dred men and women were present : they all formed 
into a large circle, and commenced their ceremonies, 
preparatory to the appearance of the * wise woman,' by 
beating on the shafts of their lances with their mUmga 
(fencing-sticks). This was done in regular time, and 
produced a singular effect ; while the women accom- 
panied this exercise of the men by clapping their hajnds 
and singing. I was much aoected at the sight of such 
unmixed l^athenism, and felt alarmed lest the culjmt 
should be sacrificed, as the note of preparation evidently 
had the effect of exciting the fury of the people. TTie 
residents of the mission village i41 stood around me, on 
the lower side of the circle, and, like myself, were 
spectators of the proceeding, taking no part whatever 
therein : this formed a pleasmg contrast to the painfUl 
scene before me ; and it cOuld not fail to be observed 
by the other natives. 

'* At length the * wis» woman' appeared, accompanied 
by a few men and women of the clan to which she be- 
«^i^. She had tied two or three handkerchiefs round 
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her waist; her face had been coloured on one aide willi 
white clay, and the other had been made quite black 
with charcoal ; her body was snieCEed with grease aad 
red ochre ; two large tofts, made of the hair of wild 
animals, were fastened pn her head, and in her hand she 
held three spears : altogether nothing oonld be devised 
by human mffenuity to render her .a4q;)earance mon 
hideous and disgustmg. After running round the circle 
seyeral times, and performing sevend unmeaning bol 
odd antics, she delivered a short addrcMBS, intimating ho 
unwillingness to proceed, and also stating that she knev 
not what influenced her, but ^e did not feel her usual 
freedom. One of the Counsellors now addressed h^ 
and urged her to the most strenuous exertions for the 
discovenr of the culprit. Amcmg other observatioBS, 
he said, 'We are adl weeping ; our chief is already sick, 
and his cattle are djring every day: and now another 
evil thing which we did not expeot has h^ipened,— the 
lad, the son of the chief, is bewitched ; therefore go <m; 
let us see hoWit will end.' 

" The artful woman, having drawn this speech firon 
the very man whom she intended charging with the 
crime, immediately answered, * I am glad you say ao; 
let us go to your kraal; 'you must show us the way; 
aM there I will produce and ' exhibit something.' All 
now ran off to the man's kraaA, where the woman pro* 
duced a bag of ubooHe^ or bewitching matter, and which 
appeared to be hidden ina pool of water. My fears were 
excited for the man ; but 1 was relieved by the inform- 
ation that Pato had given no orders forthe seizure of 
his person or of his cattle ; the ceremonies of this day 
he had decided should only be those which they ciU 
ukumbulelo, in which case 0X11^ the bewitching matter is 
sought out, while the offender is not formally announced. 
It is, however, likely tiiat before long the people wi}l be 
again assembled to go through the ceremomes called 
umhlahloy when the n^me of the offender or offends 
will be announced, and they vrill as usual be punished 
and tortured." 

Their modes of torture are various ; and in some in- 
stances indescribably horrid : the very idea of them pto- 
duces in one's mind a chilling sensation. Some cases 
I have seen, and of others I have heard ; and many a 
time have I shuddered while witnessing their effects, 
^niese alone furnish proof suf&dent Xm paganism ii 
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bhorrent in tlie eztremd. Be«tfaig with the tiMlMlii, or 
Inb, until the offenders are almost lifeless, is a com* 
aratively mild measure. They are more frequently 
ound do^wii, and tormented by means of large black 
nts, with which their bodies are literaUy corered from 
Lead to foot. Those who are doomed to tmderffo this 
>rocess are first pinioned to the ground at full lei^itiiy 
nd in such a mamier as to render it utterly impossible 
6t them to move hand or foot : the poisonous swarm 
s tl^en let loose upon them, and their stinging powers 
>uTposely stimulated. The eyes, the ears, and eren the 
;ongue are all made to feel tne painful smart, for tho 
nSects are not unfrequently forced into the month. In 
:his -way many a poor femalis is put upon the rack, and 
afterward concealed in the lonely forest or cheerless 
lell until her wounded flesh is in some measure healed 
again. 

Roastingr and branding come next in order, and eon» 

stitute a fiery ordeal indeed. Posts are iirmly ffated ta 

the ground, at certain distances, and to these the culprH 

isi tied with thongs, and* with his arms and legs distended 

to the very uttermost. A fire is then made on each side 

of him, at his head also, and likewise at his feet. Here 

he broils, and when he iseems likely to expire amid the 

encompassing flame, the fives are partly removed ; but it 

is oAly to " shift the rack." Hot stones are now appjied 

to the breast, the abdomen, the inner parts of the thighs, 

or to the soles of the feet,, which are thus burnt until lh« 

sinews shrink, and parts of the muscular system are com* 

pletely destroyed. 

Capita punishments are likewise executed in Tarious 

way^. It appears to have been' thc} custom with ehieft 

of former days^tp drown, or dash to pieces, those who 

were pronounced guilty of any very heinous crime. 

This mode of execution was performed by throwing the 

criminal from t)ie very highest point of some tremendous 

and projecting precipice into the abyss beneath, where 

he either sank into the watery deep, or fell upon rocks 

and stones in the bed' of the nver. Several p&ces have 

been pointed out to me where the celebrated chiefe Palo, 

Oag^bi, Galeka, Khauta, and others, were in the habit of 

executing their subjects in this manner. It would seem 

also that delinquents were sometimes killed in the clefts 

of trees, which, being spUt at the upper extremities, and 

forcibly drawn asunder, were then aUowad to close upoift 



the body, and with an awM eradi to mpieeze tbem t# 

4^tlL 

This practice, howerer, together with that of throw* 
ing the convicts from precipices, appears to have stud; 
into disuse ; hence such occurrences are now rarely if 
ever heard of. At present the following coHstitutesthe 
most common punishments inflicted upon capital offend* 
ers : viz. — 1. Stabbing. This is done with the spear, and 
is by far the most expeditious method employed by tbe 
Amaxosse, in putting the sufferer out of his misery. 
Nevertheless he usually receives many wounds before 
his sufferings terminate, as they are seldom anxious to 
shorten them. — 2. Stoning, or beating with clubs. 1 have 
known instances wherein both dims and stones bare 
been used in accomplishing the fatal deed, which, not- 
withstanding its tragical nature, is not wifrequently 
made matter of sport. The body is often shockii^ 
bruised and wounded in every part before the h^ 
receives the deadly blow ; this being left to the last, and 
until the executioners are tired of their work. — ^3. Bum* 
ing. ' When this is the prisoner's doom, he is placed, 
bound, upon the fire, and there held until scorched in a 
dreadful manner. On being removed from the pue, 
heated stones, as above described, are laid upon the 
most tender parts of his body, and the whole system at 
length becomes one wound : Ms pains are excruciatingt 
and his suffering intolerable. In this state he is some- 
times left to linger in agony indescribable, beyond^ 
possibility of recovery. But generally, after protracting 
his tortures to the utmost of what nature is able to bear, 
they break his head with a bludgeon, and thus he ex- 

Sires.— 4. Strangulation. Many cases of this, description 
ave occurred within the ran^e of my own observation 
and knowledge. The culp^rit is taJcen to% distance from 
the hamlet, and made to sit down at the foot of a tree, 
with his back against it. Round his neck ana the tree 
the executioner then puts a li^athem thong, which is 
gradually drawn tighter and tighter, until Uie spirit is 
forced out of its clay tenements after which the hal^f 
is fastened, and the corpse left just as it expired. Intiiij 
position it usually remains until limb is torn from lio^ 
by wolves or eagles, which spread abroad the bones, m 
leave them whitening in the sun. 

Horrible as are these penalties, and affecting as are the 
jproans and ches occasioned by them, they are inffictadi 
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ftie reader will already perceire, in nioety-fiiBS 
; of a hundred, for cnmes which are htenSly ideal ; 
evils tHat have no existence whatever, excepting in 
» deluded imaginations of the people. This win appear 
1 ^ore manifest from the following (acts, which will 
once exemplify and fully substantiate all that has 
herto been said upon the subject. It must, howeyer^ 
observed that the circumstances which 1 am now 
yxiX to st^te occurred on the yeiy frontier, where 
me of the cjans are luqppily beginning to be ashamed 
such inhuman practices^ Conscious that they are de- 
iedly opposed to European views and feelings, they 
ill rarely allow us to witness them; but should wa 
rprise the multitude when actually engaged in the 
jrpetration of these sanguinary deeds, they will seldom 
[ffer our. presence to prevent their accomplishment. 
Mr^ B.) one day perceiving a sudden rush of the people^ 
t the chiers hamlet, contiguous to his station, and being 
^rare that they had assembled for some diabolical pur- 
o&e OT other, was induced, in company with two or three 
ther individuals, to go to the place, in order to ascertain 
rhat they w^ere about. But ere they reached the spot, 
he piercing shrieks of a fematb in distress yere distinctly 
Leard, and a scene soon presented itself which was shock* 
ng in the extreme. A poor woman had been mercilessly 
)ound, and was then lying under the hands of her tor- 
nentorS) encompai^ed by a callous-hearted crowd of 
spectators. These stood looking on with as much ap- 
parent interest as the ancient Ramans felt when gazing 
Bpon the bloody fights of the gladiators, or upon the 
wild \>easts, while tearing to pieces those who were 
unhappily doomed to \)e cast mto their arena. A fire 
was burning before them ; somef were engaged in col« 
lecting fuel, others in heating large fiat stones, and a 
third class in appl3ring these stones to different parts of 
the sufferer's body. ^ A "price was humanely offered for 
the redemption of her life; but to this the savages 
would not listen^ Her tortures were in various ways 
continued for several hours, af^er which they dra^gea 
her into the forest. Where she quickly sank into the 
arms of deatl^. 

At another hamlet, thirty or forty miles from that just 
alluded to, a man and his wife were charged with having 
hewitched <me of the subordinate chiefs. The former 
anstintly fled, knowing ^t his life was in duigsr ; hi* 



i6% CAVilUlUll mBSBAKCntS. 

wife aad cattle, however, were munediatriy 
Tfa^ usual ceremonies tiien took place ; after whidft tike 
defenceless woman was bound with thongs, and-sestod 
imon a fire tiiat had been kindled for the purpoee. 
lliere she was held by a number of merciless wretdies, 
until the fiesh upon her legs, arms, land other parts was 
literally roastM, insomuch that it^subsequently fell froai 
the bones, leaving the latter quite bare. In tiiis mdaui- 
choly condition she was left to languish, or to die, under 
the eye of hovering vultures, and within the range of 
prowling hyenas,-^without house, without food, and 
without any companion whateyer,^ excepting a little 
daughter, who occasionally stole from the neighbouriiv 
village to take her a draught of wate^r. Heart^r^idia^ 
indeed was her situation when discovered. Having lain 
several days, utterly unable to turn herself, her wounds 
were full of vermin, which were making rapid progress 
towards the vital part. After bein^ removed, she was 
rendered as comfortable as her circumstances would 
admit ; but her sufferings speedily terminated in dea^ 
from the idea of which she shrank with terror to ths 
very last. Wretched as was the state of her body, its 
mis^ery was infinitely surpassed by that of the roiody 
being dark sub ni^ht* 

On meeting with the Kaffir chief Botman one day, in 
the latter end of 1839, he very significantly accosted 
me, saying, '* Pray can you t^ll me why it is that the 
Amaxosae chiefs are dyin^ so fast ! S'Lnambt is dead; 
Dushani is dead ; and now Gaika is dead. Enno is very 
ill, and I also am not well. Pray, what is it that is kill^ 
inff us aUt" Upon these questions he laid more than 
orainary emphasis, and proposed them in such a m anner 
as rendered it manifest that the inauirer was^not merely 
struggling between the love of life and a fear of death, 
but &at he was now altogether doubtful as to the efficacjr 
of those' means which, from time immemorial, have con- 
stituted the sole reliance of his coun^rymieii in times of 
trouble. In reply thereto, I endeavoured to poipt out m 
the plainest and most intelligible qaamier possiblethe 
real and natural causes of disease and death, at the same 
time showii^ what were the most probadble causes oC 
dissolution m all the three oa^es he had mentioBed. 
The first of those chiefs went down to tiie grave full oC 
years, and of course laden vrith the inirmities incidoii 
4o age. The second fell a prey to disease occaaiottDi 



PJOT L ouFTSft rm IM 

and fostered .priiicii)ally, if not wholly, W his own 
impirodeixice ; and Oaika's end was undeniably hastened 
by Tice and dissipation of the most gross description^ 
And yet^ shocking to relate, although theto thii^ were 
clear as noon-day, many human fives were wantonly 
sacrificed at the shrine of superstition, under cluurges 
of witchcraft. » 

The last-mentioned chief, who in his life-time had by 
such means sacrificed hundreds of his people, consti- 
tuted, at the close of bis pagan career, a most awful 
instance of the dreadful power of delu^on : its influence 
seemed to grow stronger and stronger upon him, as he 
himself became weaker.. When greatly reduced, and 
consciously sinking under the yirulence of his disorder, 
he mastered, in the service df the powers of darkness, 
an the remaining strength he had, but would not hsten 
to a- single word respecting Grod or the eternal w<Mrld. 
On hearing' the name of Christ mentioned by Mr. C, 
who visited him 'just before he died, he ^instantly re- 
(raested him to say no more upon that subject. Like 
the heathen kings of ancient days, '' in his disease he 
sought not unto the Lord, but to his phjrsicians," — ^to 
the wizards and soothsayers ; and to niem only would 
he lend an ear. These were repeatedly assemUed; 
and when able, he danced before them most im* 
moderately, and ofttimes until completely exhausted^ 
in the hope of thereby rendering their incantations 
effectual. As usiud, their- orgies terminated in deeds 
of blood. When he was at the very point of enterinff 
the regions of death, his own son, treading in the aged 
sire's steps, laid violent hands tipon one of his father's 
most favooritb wives, and without any ceremony what* 
ever, or the least- sign of coinpunciion, dehberatehr 
killed her upon the spot; It Mrill naturally be asked, 
Why t Because, havmg alwajrs been allowed, in con- 
sequence of his extraOTdinary attachment to her, the 
gectOiar privilege of eating out of the same di^ with 
er huslrand, it was simpered that ^le had used some 
evil enchantment, which was now proving fatal to his 
existence. This condusion, formed on conHctural 
grounds only, was deemed abundantiy sofiknent to was* 
rant her immediate execution. So precarious is the 
tenure of life where pa^^anism is predominant. Facts 
of this u>paUing descnption render it indubitably evident, 
that although these African tribes do not professedly 
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efect their altars, and kindk their fires, in the tame of 
Moloch ; nor yet, like the Hindoos, cast the liying wife 
xtpoa the funeral pile of her dead husband ; the same 
degenerate and devilish principle exists alike in all, and 
only requires established custom, and general usage, to 
brinff it out in exactly the same way. 

The young ruffian just mention^, on a preyious oc* 
casion, but with the very same kind of pretext, arrested 
one of his father's counsellors, ahd coolly murdered him 
in a manner idmo^t too shocking to describe. To make 
sure of his victim, he repaired to the place of his resi- 
dence at niffht, accompanied by several of his men, 
who were aU armed with spears and Uudgeons : haviog 
awakened and called the poor man out of his hut, he 
informed him that they were going in pursuit of a person 
who had injured the king, and that his assistance was 
immediately required. The summons was no sooner 
served than obeyed ; for whatever suspicious fears the 
poor fellow might have in his own bosom, respectinf 
the rea^ design of the young chieftain and his troop, he 
dared not tp manifest them. This done, they led him 
directly back to the place whence they came, and the 
following day accused him of having, in. some way or 
other, unknown to any one but . himself, exercised a 
baneful influence upon the health of Gaika. Hereupon 
he was arraigned before a savage tribunal, by which his 
death had been predetermined — because he was rich. 
His cattle were forthwith taken ; his person scorched 
from head to foot : after which they tauntingly told him 
to look up at the sun, as it was the last time he would 
ever be permitted to see it. He was then led away to 
a neighbouring tree, made to sit down with his bad 
against the trunk, ahd with a strong thong slowly 
stratngled. How strikingly do these things demonstrate 
the truth and force of St. Paul's truly accurate descrip- 
tion* of the fallen children of -men : " Their throat is an 
open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used 
deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips; whdse 
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness : their feet are 
swift to shed blood : destiuction and misery are in their 
ways ; and the way of peace have they not known : there 
is no fear of God before their eyes !" Rom. iii. 13-18, j 
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CHAPTER Vm. A 

^olygamjr a source of many evils — Marriage ceremonies — Victims ot 
superstition — Distressing situation of the dving — Customs respect- 
ing tlio dead — ^Chiefs interred in cattle-folds—Graves guarded— 
Change o^ ancient usages— An affecting scene->>Death by Cobra 
de Capella— Mourning for the dead— Hard lot of the widow — 
Traces of Jewish rites — Caries of uncleanness — Sacrifices — De- 
structive effects of lightning— The Gospel intolerable to sorceren 
— ^Issivivani. 

Poi<voAMT fonns one of the grand barriera of pagaaisin 
in almost every part of Africa, and in no part is it more 
freely allowed than in Caffraria. It raiucs among the 
most formidable obstacles with which the gospel has to 
contend, and constitutes a proUfic source of many other 
evils. "We are informed that the R6man Catholic mis- 
sionaries who were sent to the Capital of Congo in.Uie 
year 1490 were favourably received until they ♦* pro- 
ceeded to enforce upon their sable disciples the necessi^ 
of some moral restrictions in the matter of polygamy ; 
the monarch in disgust then renounced a creed so in- 
tolerable, and returned with all his noUes to paganism."* 
By the chiefs this abominable practice is carried to an 
incredible extent. Independently of the great nnmber 
of women whom they regularly acknowledge as wives, 
their concubinage is altogether unlimited ; for whenever 
the Kaffer monarch hears of a young woman possessing 
more than ordinarv beauty, and at idl within his reachi 
he nnceremoniously sends for her or fetches her him- 
self; nor does any one dare to question the propriety of 
his conduct. Seldom or never does any young girl, re* 
aiding in Ms immediate neighbourhood, escape defile- 
ment after attaining the age of puberhr. Indeed, num- 
bers of these poor children may often be seen about the 
habitations of the chiefs, where they are kept for the 
▼ery basest of puri)Oses. ^unthh, or rape, is also one of 
the common abominations of the lapd, smd is sometimes 
punished with a fine of two or three head of cattle, but 
more frequently escapes unnoticed. 

* MoOMn TvaTeUer, VOL iiL p.Sl« 
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lie ancient custom of espousing, or betrothing, al- 
most universally prevails among the inland tribes. Boo- 
chnanas, dtc, but it is by no means ^neral amon^ the 
Amaxoss. I am not indeed acquainted with a single 
instance of the kind ; but have, nevertheless, been told 
that this practice is adopted sometimes. The matrimo- 
nial bond, which, in Christian countries, is held so sa- 
crpd, is here rendered a mere commercial contract ; the 
women being invariably sold in marriage. The com- 
mon price is from five to ten head of cattle ; but the 
eluefs in procuring wives of high lineage are not unfre- 
quently obliged to give five or six' times that number. 
& all ciases, however, as remarked by Barrow, " when 
an offer is made for the purchase of a daughter, she 
feels Uttle inclination to re&se. She ccmsiders herself 
as an article in the market, and i^ neither surprised nor 
nnhai^y," apparently, " nor interested, oh being. tcdd 
that she is about to be disposed of. There is no pre- 
Tious courtship, ho exchange of fine sentiments, no nice 
feelings, nor Uttle Ifind attentions, which catch the affec- 
tions and attach the heart.'' 

In the course of one of my missionaiy excursions, in 
the month of May, 1826, 1 came to a small hamlet, at 
which the natives were celebrating a marriaffe-feast. 
The head man of the tunzi, who appeared to he near 
seventy years of age, was about ad^ng another wife to 
Uie number he already possessed. Having made his 
proposals to the parents, and offered a price for ^eir 
dai^hter, she was forthwith estsorted to his place of 
residence by a number of friends and female relatives, 
decked and ornamented with bead?, &c., according to 
custom, as a "bride adorned for her husband." On 
their arrival, however, the bid man looked uponfher 
with the greatest coolness and indifference, and in a 
grumbling tone of voice began to reckon up the number 
of excellent cattle he should be obliged to give if he re- 
tained her. ' Aftbr much hesitation and very grave de- 
liberation upon the question, whether the woman was 
really worth So many oxen, he ordered a hut to be pre- 
pared for their reception. Nevertheless, she still re- 
mained under the care of her associates and guardians, 
who were obliged also to supply her with provisions 
until the marriage was finally determmed. 

When the man had fully resqlved to take her, he or- 
dered a beast to be slai^tered ; by which circumstance 
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bis intentkms were aimoimced. This was immedii^ly 
reported, and the intelligence instantly sent off in every 
direction ; so that all the little villages in the neighbour- 
hood were ai^nzed of it in the course of a few hours. 
An amusing scene soon followed : men^ women, and chil- 
dren were seen moving towards the spot ; some driving 
milch-cows, and others c^jnryiag milk-sacks, while num- 
bers of young boys and girls trotted along laden with 
baskets and calabashes. As their feasting and mirth on 
such occasions are generally kept up for several days 
and nights successivdy, every one contributes in some 
way or other to the supply of provisions for the com* 
pany. Meat boiled or broiled constitutes the grand 
dish; and this is provided^ by the bridegroom himself^ 
who is always expected to f^urnish sever^ beeves oh the 
occasion, if able. 

Hie bride remained cloistered during the whole time 
of their festivities, not being allowed to take any part 
in the ceremony, nor to appear in public at all until the 
conclusion. lacing is one of their most favourite 
amusements, and is- continued day and nig^t without 
intermission. The men were arranged in rows one 
behind another; every individual in each row held his 
companion by the arm, and jthe whole chain conse- 
qaenily moved at once. All had long staves in their 
hands ; these were held in a perpendicular position, giv-> 
ing to the whole body, when moving up and down, a 
very smgular appearance. No musicsd imtrument what- 
ever was used ; out a soft and monotonous air was sung 
by a party of women and men conjointly, in time to the 
movements of the dancers. The whcde ceremony is 
performed in the open air, and tbe sound maybe heard 
at a considerable distance. 

On the last day of the feast more cattle are slaugh- 
tered ; an ox-race then takes place from some neigh- 
bouring hamlet to that in which the people) are assem- 
bled ; and the bride emerges from her covert, loosely 
airayed in a number of small detached deer-skins. Ac- 
companied by two or three young women, she now pro- 
ceeds to the bridegroom's cattle-fold, which she enters 
with much -apparent caution, and. with a spear in her 
right hand. On coming out again, she leaves the spear 
stuck in the ground at the isanguj or gate, where a few 
beads ^also are sometimes thrown to the concourse ; and 
then proceeds to exhibit herself to the chief men, and 
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afterward to the women, who Bxe seated ki distinct par^ 
ties, and in some conspicuous situation. These having' 
madci their remarks and observations upon her persoiii 
figure, &c., her head is covered, and she is forthwith 
1^ to the hut designed for her accommodation, until 
able to build one for herself. Thus is she formally 
placed among the number of wives, and publicly an- 
nounced as mistress of a certain division of her hus- 
band's house, which she is enjoined to keep in a proper 
and orderly manner. At the marriages of persons of 
rank, the female is sometimes examined by the elders 
with disgusting minuteness, and until fully satisfied that 
she is free from all personal defects. After which she 
is harangued upon the subject of relative duties, aiul 
especially charged ^' to be meek ettid submissive when 
insulted; and to remain silent even though she be 
aec%lsed of witchcraft, — which is the greatest insult that 
can be offered, and is usually expressed by throwing' 
ashes upon their heads."* I am very credibly informed 
that the nuptial ceremony is not unfrequently completed 
in the following very simple manner, viz. — a piece of 
broiled meat is dipped in a mess of milk belonging to 
the bridegroom ; of this mess the bride partakes, eating 
the meat either all or in part, and drinking the milk thus 
presented by her intended, and that before all the guests ; 
this done, the union is regarded as ratified to all intents 
and purposes. 

> Gertson rules of consanguinity are observed, thoogfa 
notvenr scrupulously, excepting, in particular cases. 
The following singular usage obtains universally, and is 
•attended with the most deplorable consequences. All 
conjugal intercourse is entirely suspended from the time 
of accouchment until the child be completely weaned^ 
which seldom takes place before it is able to run about. 
Hence, during the whole of that period, an illicit and 
clandestine intercourse with strangers is generally kept 
up by both parties, to the utter subversion of every tinog. 
like attachment and connubial happiness. . 

Something Uke affection is in spme instances appa^ 
rent for a while ; but it is generally of comparatively 
abort duration. This and other heathenish customs 
aoon turn the. wife into the drudge, and render her sub- 
ject to/ the most cruel maltreatment that her savaipa 

* ThonpMn't Tnvili, voL it p*86S» 
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lord is able to inflict. There is indeed one ckeck wUcb 
she has upon him in this respect : if constrained hj 
ill usage to take flight to her parents or former guar- 
dians (a circumstance of common occurrence), these win 
raroly if ever give h^r up again until he has paid to them 
a fine, proportioned to his crime and the respectability 
of "her connexions. Were it not for this, and a fear of 
losing' all his cattle in demands of this kind, there can 
be little doubt 'that the Kaifer would kill his wives for 
the most trivial t)ffences. One thing, however, ih 
worthy of remark : although established custom has 
obliged them to buy their wives, I never heard of an 
instance wherein the KafFer sold his wife, fie can cast 
her oflf and take* another (if his possessions are 'suffi- 
cient) whenever he pleases, and that without incurring 
any censure or charge whatever. No one would say 
he had done wrong, as the legislators of the land do the 
very same continually. . 

Dushani, who had long laboured under the distressing 
eflfects of a certain disease, ivhich is now lamentably 
prevalent, made application to one of his soothsayers 
for advice ; upon which the latter informed him that his 
principal wife (who was of Tambookie origin) had, in 
some way or other, been the cause of'lus malady. 
Without any further inquiry, Ihis otherwise sensible 
chief allowed himself to be at once duped by a blind and 
superstitious credulity, and peremptorily commanded 
her never more to csdl him husband, or appear in his 
presence again. He then rose from his s^at, and in his 
ftiry declared that he would forthwith burn her habita- 
tion to the girOund. But on hearing tMs, his eldest son, 
with a feelmg rarely met with in Carfraria, stepped for- 
ward and a^essed him, saying, " If my father is re- 
solved to bum the work o{ my mother's hands, he shall 
bum me with it." This truly noble spirit had the effect 
of assuaging his'Wrath, and also of preserving the house, 
but not the -mother. 

When visited by sickness and the harbingers of death, 
the benighted mind of the Kafler is distracted by dread- 
ful apprehensions and tormenting fears ; these, however, 
he careful^ conceals, and can seldom be prevailed upon 
to give free expression to his feelings, even when con- 
sciously sinking in the very agonies of dissolution. 
Tears are regarded as the proof of an imbecile and un- 
manly spirit ; hence, whatever pain he may endure,- hd 
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seldoin sufferB nature thereby to relieve herself. Never* 
theless, the gross darkness that envelopes liis soul ii 
awfully manliest at this dread crisis. 

No sooner do convulsive symptoms make their ap- 
pearance than the dying are immediately declared to 
oe dead ; and are at once carried out into the forest, or 
laid in a ditch out of sight, and at a distance from the 
place of their residence. Two reasons are^ assigned for 
this inhuman measure ; first, that the hamlet may do( 
be defiled by the breathless body Ipng in it — and, sec- 
ondly, that it may not be requisite for any one to touch 
the corpse after the spirit has departed. It is a fact, 
and to every thinking mind a heart-rending fact, that 
thousands are thus <&agged from their habitations bj 
their nearest relatives, and literally placed in ** the re- 
gion and shadow of death" while m the actual posses- 
sion of all their rational faculties. Such is the melan- 
choly situation of numbers at this yery moment,— 
whoUy destitute of every degree of comfort and of the 
faintest gleam of hope, regarding either this world or 
that which is to come. ,No friendly voice is* heard cheer- 
ing them amid the struggles of dissolving nature; no 
kindly helping hand is lent to turn them from side to 
side : nor have their sinking spirits aity the least ex- 
pectation of a deliverer. For alas ! they know not tluit 
there is. a Saviour. The moment the spark of life be- 
comes exUnct, and sometimes before, " ravening wolves 
around" feed upon their remains unmolested.' In many 
parts of the cotK^try, by continually preying upon human 
flesh, these animi^s are rendered extraordinarily fierce 
and very dangerous. It would appear that " the bodies 
of infants ar« most commonly deposited in ant-hills that 
have been excavated by the myrmecophaga, or ant-eat- 
ers ;" and hence these also become an easy prey to the 
prowling beasts of the forest. An ingenious author hag 
observed, ■** that the custom of bmrmng the dead was 
universal till the practice, which had been adopted as 
the most prudent 'and convenient disposal of an un* 
pleasant object, became a subject of ostentatious parade ; 
and the funeral pile by its extravagance having at length 
exhausted the forests, necessity obliged them to have 
recourse to other means, — some to interment, and 
others to exposure in high places, to be devoured by 
crows and vultures. Had the Kaffers ever burned their 
dead in the couirtry they now inhabit, they were under 
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no Becessity of disconliniung the practice for want of 
fuel, being still immured in the midst of inexhaustible 
forests."* 

Should it happen (which I believe is rarely if ever 
the case) that any one survives for the space oi three or 
four days in the wretched state above described, they 
are then brought back to their habitation in the hope of 
recoveij.. I have heard of one or two instances of per- 
sons being thus restored to society twice or thrice ; but 
their sicli^ess still continuing, they were then shut up 
in their huts with a small quantity of provisions laid 
beside them ; after which all ai;pund deserted the place, 
and left them to their fate. It is said that they buried 
theirdead in former times ; but this must have been many 
generations bac^: nevertheless, as the practice even 
now partially obtains amongthem, there is perhaps ho 
just reason to doubt the correctness of the statement. 
In proof of their great anxiety to get their departed 
friends out of sight, my worthy friend the Rev. Mr. B. 
informed me that little doubt can be eiitertained of their 
having frequently buried them 'alive. One case of this 
description had come within the compass of his own 
knowledge, A woman whom they were actually putting 
in the grave had happily strength and sensibility suflf 
cient at the moment earnestly to call for her mother : 
this circumstance prevented their procedure, and in- 
duced them to take her up again. 

Excepting infants, the chiefs and their principal wives 
are the only persons who are at present privileged with 
the rites of sepulture ; and this remark sipi^es not only 
to the Amaxosae, Amatembu', and Amaponeda, &c. along 
the coast, but to all the tribes with whom we are as yet 
acquainted. The place of burial is the cattle-fold ; in 
which are the remains of the Kaffer monarch invariably 
deposited beneath the feet of his herd. The gfave con- 
sists of a circular pit dug several feet deep, in one side 
of which^i^ a recess or niche, sufficientl}r large to admit 
the corpse. This is sometimes placed in a sitting pos- 
ture, and at others left standing. The armour, smoking 
apparatus, and various other anicles which the deceased 
was in the habit of using, are all buried with him. . A 
short time prior to the dejmise of the late chief Du- 
shani, one or two excellent saddles were presented to 

* Barrow. 
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Urn by geaflemen from the colony ; and these also won 
put into his grave. Hence in this particular there is « 
remarkable affinity to the custom which obtains on simi- 
lar occasions among the inhabitants ofMadam«cgy:, who 
at the burial of their late king Radama, filled up his 
tomb with clothes, armour, plate, and many other costly 
articles, constituting the personal property of hia ma- 
jesty. 

The inguhOf or cloak, of the deceased is invarial^ 
thrown away or destroyed, being accounted unclean; 
his dwelling is cLenominated the house of the dead, and 
is regarded as being no longer habitable. Hence it a 
either for ^ver closed up, or immediately burnt to ashes. 
Even the beads and other ornaments that 1^ wore must 
be purified arid re-strung upon new thread before smy 
other person can wear them. His herd is moved to an- 
other fpld, and the old one is wholly deserted. The 
posts and branches of which it is constructed are left 
to decay upon the spot, no one daring to use a single 
stick for any. purpose whatever. However much in 
want of fuel, they cannot be prevailed upon to bum the 
useless fence of the dead man's enclosure. So tena- 
ciously do they adhere to their infatuated notions in 
this matter, that I have known instances of their posi- 
tively refusing to eat a piece of meat, ^ond as they are 
of animal food, simply because it had been prepared 
upon a fire made of such materials.' 

As among the Soolimas, so also here, the grave of a 
chief is held sacred. By the tribes in the interior it is 
usually dug right under the fold-hedge, which is gener- 
ally made of thorns or branches gf the acacia girafiiee. 
These are of course easily removed; and the breack 
being repaired again, the fold is used as formerly. Bat 
by the Am'axosaB and Amatembu, &c., a distinct enclo- 
sure is not unfrequehtly made for the purpose; and 
after the place of sepulture has been covered up, two 
or three persons who have been employed as sextons 
are then appointed to keep and see that it is not dis- 
turbed either by man or beast, A certain number of 
cattle are now placed upon it ; to the benefit of which 
these men are exclusively entitled.. The milk and the 
increase are said to be at their disposal : but the original 
stock they are not allowed to touch, the animsds of 
which it consists being hereby destined to live as long 
as nature and circumstances may permit; after which 
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heit carcasses must be burnt and entirely consumed. 
?he task, of these keepers in some instances contimiei 
>r years : during the whole of which period they ar6 
egarded by their neighbours and frien<& as [^ dwellers 
mong- the tohibs." In course of time, however, they 
re relieved ; upon which the spot is deserted, and the 
mclosure falls to the ground. Nevertheless the place 
B marked and well known throughout the tribe, and no 
>ne dares to commit any trespass upon it whatever. 
Several old graves have been pointed out to me at dfif- 
erent time^, and in different piarts of the country ; and 
[ could not help remarking that the very brambles and 
lushes -which have arisen upon them remain perfectly un- 
disturbed, while even the gra^s itself is not suffered to 
be burnt or destroyed, although forty or fifty years, at 
Least, must have elapsed since those Caffirarian rulers 
were consigned to their dusty beds. The warlike 
chief Gachabi, as has been already noticed, was slain 
by a party of the Amatembu, ajjainst whom he had pro- 
ceeded with hostile and predatory intentions ; but al- 
though his d^ath too)c place at a considerable distance . 
from home, and his body in all pf obability was devoured 
in the field, his mantle, ornaments, and remaining spears 
were all gathered up and carefully buried, and the place 
is called " Gachabi's grave" to this day. 

At our missionary station we have happily succeeded 
in effecting a complete innovation upon this, as well as 
upon other parts of their pagan system. The dead are 
buried as decently as circumstances will permit, and 
that without any distinction, except ^s if regards the 
baptized and unbaptized. But the following ease wifl 
show the difficulties attendant on our first attempts to 
produce such a change.^ Early in the morning of June 
7th, 1826, a native came running to the mission-house 
with a message, stating, that the old warrior whom I 
had visited a day or tvy^o before was dead ; and request- 
ing to know what was to be done with the body, seeing 
I had enjoined upon the ifelations not to drag him into 
the forest. I immediately offered a reward to any one 
who would engage to go and dig a grave ; but all were 
afraid : two of the workpien objected, saying, " We are 
too young to behold the corpse of pne of S'Lhambi's 
great Amapakati f another said, " I have already fled 
from my dweUing, that I might not hear the sound of 
the warrior's death ; how then can I dig a hole for his 
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body!" AfourthfUpon my askinff him only to taketbe 
pick-axe and spade to the place where the grave was to 
be made, hmi^ his head, and appeared rea^y to weep. 
'* llie deceased," said he» " has been unto me a lather : I 
must go to the river, and there wash m3rself, that the 
tidings of his dissolution may be carried away from me, 
and no longer stick to my person ; but the place where 
he lies I dure not approaclC" 

I at length prevailed upon one, who had lon^ becD 
charged with sorcery, to carry the implements to the 
spot, promising soon to fpllow hin[i myself. Yarions 
circumstances, however, detained me longer than I had 
anticipated; and in the interval a second ihes,seiiger ar- 
rived, desiring to know whether it was my intention. to 
take medicine along with me. I was therefore induced 
to inquire what they wanted with medicine.; and was 
not a little- shocked to learn that it was required for the 
poor man whom they hsui already declared to be deac^ 
and who would doubtless have been cast away had they 
not been aware of my coming. I instantly hurried off 
with all speed, taking with me some revivmg cordials; 
but ere we reached his hamlet, which was several miles 
from Mount Coke, the spirit had indeed fled ; and the 
emaciated body i(which had been pierced entirehr 
through with a musket-ball in 1819) was lying beneath 
the spreading branches of a small tnorn-bush, where he 
had expired. 

A more mournful and affecting sight I never beheld! 
While on my way, and yet at some distance from the 
scene, the voice of lamentation and wo struck upon my 
ear with piercing sound ; and on our arrival three weep- 
mg widows wefe the first objects that arrested my at- 
tention. All around were silent as death, and the whole 
wnzi seemed as if entirely deserted. The grave being 
dug, the next question was, " How is the corpse to he 
conveyed to it r' His own son started at the idea of 
touching it ! Nevertheless, when they perceived that 
I was bent upon accomplishing the thing, and had tak«:i 
hold of the body myself, they could no longer refuse to 
lend me a helping hand. The business was then closed 
with a short a4c£'ess ; in which I endeavoured to im- 
press upon the minds of my small but attentive audi- 
ence the necessity of each being prq)ared for the last 
great change> of which all were hereby strikingly r^ 
minded. 
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Notwlthstandinff their ^jndices, they alterwaid 
frankly acknowlecq|;ed that it was much more pleasing 
and proper to bury the bones of their kindred and (riends 
than to throw them to wild beasts. But I soon learned 
that there were other grounds of objection besides those 
Bissigned for their unwillingness to assist me on the oc- 
easion. The individuals ^^ose aid I had obtained were 
Bctu^dly banished from society -for the space of several 
days, because they had laid hands on a aead body ! In 
the eyent of death hs^pening unexpectedly, and beibre 
the patient has been remov^ to the place •f destina- 
tiotk, a thong or cord, with a noose at one end, is then 
thrown round an atm cr a leg, and in this horrid manner 
is thQ husband frequently seen dragging away his wife, 
and the parent his child, and vice versa^ as if they were 
but the caircasses of dead dogs. 

Just as I was about assembling the people for divine 
service one Sabbath-day morning (Novemlnsr 26th, 1836), 
intelligence reached us of the pitiable situation of a 
native female who resided about three miles off, and who 
had been bitten by an impimpi or cobra de capello. 
Having concluded my sermon, I hastened to her relief; 
which, however, was be3rond all human power. I found 
a fine healthy and athletic young woman struggling in 
an agony of pain, which proceeded from the deadly 
woumi she had received. The paroxysms were occa- 
sionally very great, and the means used did not appear 
to check the dreadful malady in the shghtest degree. 
Hence all that we could do was to exhort her without a 
moment's delay to prepare for meeting her Grod. I felt 
more than pen or tongue can express wMle witnessing the 
sufferings and considering the state of this poor creature, 
who was evidently drop^ping into eternity in heathenish 
darkness ! In ^e evening she expired ; and as her exit 
took place earUer than was expected, and at a moment 
>)vhen those around her were paying httle or no atten- 
tion, she was not previousily removed, but died in her 
habitation. I entreated her husband not to cast away her 
remains, and offered to lend him all necessary aid m the 
interment of them. He promised to comply with my 
request, and eyen fetchea a spade for the purpose of 
digging the grave ; but when the time arrived for com- 
mencing the tksk, his courage failed ; and, although he 
appeared much attached to her, and more than usually 
distressed on account of her death, before we were 
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aware of his intention, he had dragged thecof^^M nckea 
deep ravine hard-by, in the manner above described. 

Connected, however, with their fimeral rites, are cer- 
tain set times and usages which are not unworthy of re- 
mark. They have their modes of mourning over de- 
ceased relations, which m some cases are attended wifli 
the most distressing consequences. When death has 
occurred in a village, all its inhabitants fast^ abstsniflg 
even from a draught of milk the whole of that day, and 
0ometimes longer. A ' man who has lost his wife is 
required by custom to fast for several days, and to with- 
draw himself from society for the space of twoortiiree 
weeks ; during which he wanders abo\it in some solitary 
and desert 'spot, without either comfort or cbnipanions. 
fie not only keeps at a distance from the dwellings of 
men, but casts away his only garment, which is hence- 
forth accounted unclean. His daily subsistence is de- 
rived entirely from a precarious supply t)f roots or wfld 
fruits, &c. 

The widow's lot is harder still. On the death of her 
husband, she in like manner retires to the forest or the 
"wilderness, where she is obliged to remain for a much 
longer period than custom requires of the nian. Hw 
means of subsistence ar^ equally precarious ; a httte 
water /rom the brook, and a few bulbous or gramine- 
ous roots, generally constitute the whole of her supply 
of food. No one feels any concern about her, nor is any 
inquiry made as to whether the poor creature be Uving 
ox dead. If she return, well ; if not, her absence is 
treated as a matter of the utmost indifference. After 
wandering about in solitude for two or three days, she 
throws away her upper garment, which, as mentioned 
above, is henceforth deemed impure. She is now, of 
course, entirely exposed, without covering by day, or 
sheltei^ at^night. Having spent a few days more in this 
state, she cuts and lacerates different parts of her bodf 
with shatp stones, until the blood nows in streams, 
The numerous scars left by Wbiinds made on those oc- 
casions have in several instaiices been repeatedly shows 
to me. The hut in which she dwelt with her deceased hus- 
band is then burnt ; consequently she is obliged to erect 
anew habitation, or be dependeiit upon her friends foTVC- 
commodation. When the days of her mourning are over, 
and the subsequent new moon makes its appearance, a 
immbeir of cows or oji^en (if the husband had any), juno* 
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portioned to the number of wives that he had, are slauffh- 
tered, and new garments made for each, from the hides 
of them. And this appears to be the only portion of 
his property that is awarded to them by law. Hence- 
forw^ard, unless a female of some rank, she hath no pro- 
tector ; she sinks under an intolerable burthen of drudg- 
ery, and is constantly constrained to be the servant of 
sin. How great and manifold aire the horrors of pagan- 
ism ! Andhow^eat the contrast between its principles 
and those of Christianity ! This by its benign influence 
nieliorates the condition of the destitute^ and gives 
special commands concerning the d^f^Bnceless, " the 
widow and the fatherless ;" but that systen^atically de- 
stroys them on the funeral pile, Or leaves them to perish 
in want and wretchedness. 

When S'Lhambi died, the people of his tribe, both 
men and women, great and small, shaved their heads ; 
which is said to be a gener^ practice at the death of a 
great chief. The inhabitants of his hamlet, together 
with those of the adjoining ones, appear to have fasted 
on that occasion until the third day ; men, women, and 
children then proceeded in due form to the river for the 
purpose of purification, after which ceremony all were 
allowed to mduJ^e in their favourite repast. His wives 
(ten), Uke those of the most common subject, were im- 
mediately obliged to conform to the general custom. 
Their garments and caps, &c. were jdl burned, their 
beads and other orijaments ^ven away, and they them- 
selves necessitated to repair to the wilderness in a state 
of comparative nakedness. * The state of the weather, 
dehcate health, or even an. infant at the breast, are cir- 
cumstances which have little or no weight on those oc- 
casions. The wife of a poor Kaffer.who difed near 
Mount Coke was thus compelled to go out into the 
forest with herbaby but a few weeks old. The weather 
was extremely cold, in consequence of heavy rains ; and 
having only a few roots to subsist upon, she was barely 
able to keep herself alive ;, her poor child, not having 
strength to endure so severe a trial, died in a day or two 
after her return to society. 

As a late author has justly remarked, " many of their 
ttttdltionary customs besides the rite of circumcision 
bear st striking resemblance to those of the Mosaic law, 
and seem strongly to corroborate Mr. Ba^rbw's opinion, 
that they derived, however remotely, their lineage from 
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an Arabian origin. Some terms in their language also 
appear to point to a 'similar source. For example, the 
name of that beautiful animal the springbok {antelope 
pygarga) is tzele"^ in the Amaxosa tongue ; and it i& ^ 
curious fact that the very same word is used in H^rev 
to denote an antelope of the same description, if not 
the precise species, erroneously rendered "roe" by our 
translators : " like ^ roe Uzebe), or young hart, upon the 
mountains of Bether."t it cannot but be observed, that 
many circumstances connected with their funeral rites 
bear a remarkable affinity to certain observances which 
were enjoined upon the ancient Israelites ; unto whom 
it was said, " H6 that toucheth the dead body of any 
man shall be unclean seven days." Numbers xix. II. 
And this, as far as I have been able to learn, is tibe pre- 
cise view that the tribes in question take of the matter. 
It does not seem to be disgust, or a fear of the dead, 
which* influences their conduct, so much as a dread of ' 
defilement ; which dread, although equally felt, is never- 
theless more easily conquered in the case of a chief, 
because custom, like the law of Moses, hath made the 
exception, " But fbr his kin that is near tinto him, that 
is, for his mother, and fbr his father, and for his son, 
and for his daughter, and for his brother, and for his 
sister a virgin, that is nigh unto hin^, which hath had no 
husband, for her may he be defiled." Leviticus xxi. 2,3. 
From hence it will appear that there is but this differ- 
ence between the ancient law and Kaffer custom, viz. 
that the one makes th^ exception in favour of Idudred, 
while the other allows subh defilement on. account of 
chiefs only. And in tlud we have a remarkal^e instance 
of the great diff^ence that subsists between divine and 
heathen laws. 

" And whosoever i3 defiled by the dead, both male and 
fen^e, shall ye put out, without the camp shall ye pot 
them." Numbers v. 2, 3. This, as' I have already 
stated, was actuaHy done to the men ^ho were imHiced 
hy rewaurd to assist me in interring the old warrior, 
•ftiey were instantly banished from the soei^ty of rela- 
tions and friends, and not permitted to return even to 
their own houses for the space of sevei^ days. The 

* Tliia is by no meAns the most common name. . Ibadi is the ob» 
kj whiph the animal in question, is jnpst gwerally known, axpong tbi 
ICaarers. -^---». 

t ?rin^le*8 ijoteo. 
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mode and time of purification are likewise worthy of 
reiRark. : ^' He shall purify himself on the third day, and 
on the seventh day he shall be clean." Numbers xix. 
L2v And from the 17th verse of the same chapter we 
leavn, that *' running water'' was required to be used in 
[Hirification. The general purification of the people at 
Che old chief S'Lhambi's hamlet did not take place» as we 
have already observed, until the third day after his death ; 
and I believe the ceremony of cleansing is invariably per- 
formed at the river. /' This is the law, when a man dieth 
in a tent, all that come into the tent, and all that is in 
the tent, shall be unclean seven days.'' Verse 14. And 
because of its uncleanness, the Kaffer hut, under similar 
circumstances, is considered altogether uninhabitable, 
and therefore forsaken or burnt. Their practice of cut- 
tiHg or tearing themselves, and of shaving, or " making 
baldness upon their heads," in tok^nof grief and lament- 
ation, are heathenish customs of great antiquity, as ap- 
pears from Deut. xiv. 1 ; Jerem. xvi. 6 ; Lev. xxi. 5. In 
cases of leprosy also (of which there are considerable 
numbers in Tarions parts of Southern Africa), the indi- 
vidual afflicted with it is invariably banished from soci- 
ety, and that for ever, as they have no remedy whatever 
for this disease. Hence the unhappy sufferers, iVom the 
verv moment it is discovered, have no other earthly pros- 
pect than that of wandering about in the desert, as out- 
casts from the human family during the residue of their 
days ; or of gradually sinking in dens and caverns under 
the pressure of want, and the consuming power of their 
loathsoine malady ; which, in some instances that we 
have had occasion to witness, had literally eaten off 
their toes, in others their fingers ; and in others dei)ri ved 
them of the use of their limbs altogether. " He is un- 
clean ; iie shaHdwell alone ; without the camp shall his 
habitation be." Leviticus xiii. 46. 

Bi^ it is not only in matters l)ertaining to these and to 
the dead that Gaffirarian manners resemble those of the 
ancient people above mentioned. Some of their do- 
laeatic usages also are far from beinff dissimilar. The 
birth of a son or daughter is invariabfy regarded as ren- 
dering the mother unclean for a certain period ; during 
which she is kept in a state of entire separation. *' If a 
woman have conceived seed, and borne ^ man child, then 
she shaU be unclean seyen days ; according to the daya 
tt£ th^ separation for her, infirmity shall she be unclean,'* 
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Lev. xii. 3. Thii appears to be precisely the caae 
with the KafTer female, who under similar circumatancea 
is shut up and concealed ftwm the view even of hetho*- ■ 
band for the apace of several days aAer the deliTeiy. 
Her person muel be washed repeatedly every day ; sep- 
arate cooking utensils and a separate milk-sack must ta» 
Etovidedforher; an4 the mat used during the time of 
er accouchemeot, together with the griunioeoas platter 
from which she ate, must be afterward thrown away 
or destroyed on account of their impurity. The con- 
finement of women of rank is usuaUy continued moc* 
longer than that of the poorer classes, and is also at- 
tended .with much more ceremony. The husband ii 
uniformly required to slaughter a. beast at the birth of % 
child ; and, until he has done this, general custom does 
not admit of his enteringthe house. He is then autTered 
to see the infant, but not to take hold of it ; itor can Iw 
eat out of the same vessel with his wife for many niontbi 
afterward. 

Something like sacrifice likewise, and expiatory offer- 
ings, may perhaps be traced in their ceremonies oncer- 
tain occasions. It is indeed said, " that they sometimM 
sacrifice to the rivers in seasons of drought, by killing an 
ox and throwing part of it into the channel." Moreover, 
"if a person is accidentally killed by an elephant, it it 
customary to oCTer a sacrifice, apparently to appease the 
demon that is supposed to have actuated the animal; 
andif any one kill, by accident, armrAam (balearic crane), 
or one of those birds which the colonists call brom-vogil 
a species of tucan, he is obliged to sacrifice a calf, or 

?'oung ox, in atonement. Some imagine that a spirit 
ihuluga) resides in a particular oi, and therefore pro- 
Sitiate it by prayers when goin^r on their bunting expe- 
itions. Their' idea of thunder is, that it proceeds from. 
"in of the Deity ; and if' a person ia 
:, they say that God (UUmga), has 
On such occasions they not nnfire- 
sir residence from the spot, and ofiiBC 
L sacrifice. If cattle are struck deal 
»e carefully buried, "• ■ 



ncBs acmaii; unenu : imr bid i mciuiw «i ldioil uisl laej are iM 
fteqaeot occtimnea. NeranhsleM, M th« tccount (appended to 
Thampun'a Trneli, tqL ii. p. 3iZ, 353) lam wbich t have made 
ttiB aUiia ulnct, appeui lopioceedttran mf well-knowu Ukat 
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On visitii^ the young chief at Isibonga, in Noyember, 
1826,1 was much struck, when entering the hamlet, with 
an unusual stiUness, which indicated something extra- 
ordinary. Dushani himself was sitting on the ground, 
near one of his cattle-folds, attended only by a small 
number of his counsellors. Sadness sat upon every 
countenance, and all were evidently labouring under the 
depressive influence of superstitious fear. Upon inqui- 
ring into the cause, I was told that a star (meaning the 
lightning) had fallen a day or two previously, and killed 
one of the finest oxen belonging to the chief. This 
event had filled every mind with consternation and 
dread, and the village was accounted wholly unclean. 
It further appeared, that, in consequence of this, none 
of the inhabitants deemed themselves at liberty to go 
beyond the precincts of the hamlet until after the expi- 
ration of such a time ; and the native strangers wno 
canae in were required to pay a certain tribute before 
they could be suffered to lodge in any of the houses. 
As I was a foreigner, and a white man, and expected of 
coarse to have a present in my hand, no demand of 
this kind was made upon me. No man dares to eat the 
flesh of an animal killed in this way ; and hence, agree- 
ably, to the above statement, the carcass of the beast 
had been "carefully buried" by one of the sorcerers 
with inuch parade ,and ceremony. 

Accidents of this nature happen much more frequently 

upon the sandy and sun-burnt plains of the interior, 

where the forked fl^h ofttimes dweeps along in a most 

terrific manner, rending trees, and killing men or cattle, 

in almost every storm. When among the Batclapes, in 

1831, I saw several trees, of the acacia giraffct species, 

that had been completely cleft asunder. Upon one of 

this description,, which stood in a very conspicuous 

situation, the electric flame appealed to have played 

most subhmely. One of its principal boughs \(ras 

entirely severed from the trunk, and literally torn to 

atoms. The occurrence occasioned much alarm among 

the surrounding inhalHtants, who from hence seem^ 

to infer' that M^emno (Qod) was extoemely angry with 

them. T^e morning after it tcfok place, the wizards 

and-wise men were called and consulted as to the best 

and fellow-missiondry, the Rev. J. Brownlee, of the Londoii SodeW, 
Ais veracity and lour residence an^g the Kaffcra^render me coii$« 
mt that l^B hjBd aaaiicieiit gromidsfor tlw drcomfftaiicea he itstoik . 



18S CAFFBARUM RISEARCHK8. 

mode of wpeasinghis wrath, all bein^ afraid that if this 
were not done speedily, he would gire them no more 
rain ; in which case their ripening crops must ineTitablv 
perish. The sable multitude were forthwith convened, 
and led in martial order to the foot of the tree. After per- 
formmg many preparatory and singular manoeuvres, the 
wise men took a quantity of herbaceous roots, that had 
been gathered for the purpose, and with these bound up 
the shivered part, as carefully as if it had been a frac- 
tured bone. This done, they chmbed up to its extremi- 
ties, and from thence poured water upon the wounded 
trunk. A fire was then kindled at the root, and a dense 
column of smoke sent up to the skies : this filled tte 
air with a fragrant smell, which arose fVom the peculiar 
kind of fuel used on the occasion. The whole was 
finally concluded with a most hideous howl ; at which 
moment every one pointed his spear upwaurds, and 
cried, ** Poo/a, poola, poola.^^ (Rain, rain, rain.) Such 
are the only blessings for which these heathen multi- 
tudes pray ; and such the only prayers they ever offer! 
They deprecate the curse of heaven ; but cohfide in an 
" arm of flesh" for help. When their fields are burnt 
up, and the bellowing herds can no longer obtain food ; 
or when their corn-lands are parched, and the hope of 
bread is cut off; even then is their trust put wlw^y in 
man, whose breath is in his nostrils, and who, after 
using every vile and delu^ve art that ApoUyon lumself 
can suggest, leaves them confessedly' hopetess and sit- 
ting in the dust! The following eircumstances wSl 
render this truly lamentable fact indubitably evident. 

In the course of a few months afterward, and at the 
same place, I had an opportunity of witnessing the 
arrival of a celebrated ram-maker, whom the chi^had 
called from a remote part of the interior, on ^coimt of 
the extremely dry state of the country. When about 
half a day's journey distant, he very fonnally sent for- 
ward a harbinger to announce his approach, and to ord^ 
all the inhabitants of the town immediately to wash 
their feet, and cleanse themselves in pure water. Ac- 
cordinglv every one repaired to the river' without a 
moment's delay ; so that its banks were quickly erowded. 
A little after four, » P.M. the impostor was ushered 
in b^ the concourse, amid clamorous shoots, and witii 
.singing and dancing. Having observed the clouds 
fatkenngt and the wind becoming vsuriable in the pi^ 
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ceding part of the day, he ventured to prognosticate a 
fall of rain in the evening. This indeed happened 
accordingly, and was accompanied with terrific thunder 
and lightning ; all which was instantly put down to the 
credit of his magical powers, and served as an occasion 
of insult for those around us, who tauntingly cried> 
" Do you now see what he is able to do V 

The storm, however, was soon over, and the showers 
consequently subsided without effecting the change so 
anxiously desired. The drought continuing to be as 
oppressive as ever, the rain^ma^Ler was, of course, again 
and again called upon for relief; but in vain. Hearing 
a loud noise one morning before sunrise, I was induced 
to get i^ and inquire into the cause ; when it appeared 
^at a proclamation had just been issued, forbidding 
every woman to take either pick-axe or seed-bag, — to 
dig, or to plant, during the day ; lest the lowering clouds 
should be thereby driven away I AU were required to 
employ themselves in collecting for the rain-maker cer- 
tain roots, or in fetching him wood^ to light up his mys- 
terious fires. About ten o'clock, AJyi, a numerous 
procession entered the town : hundreds of voices were 
engaged in full chorus as it proceeded; Wl a. still 

S 'eater number of heads were covered with laxge bun- 
es of wood and herbs. While the fetnales were thus 
exerting themselves, thje men wese all assembled in 
council wi^th imposing solemnity. 

At length an ox was selected from the kind's herd ; 
and, after its legs had been well washed, like the scape- 
goat of old, this animal was dnven off into the wilder- 
ness, and there apparently left to go wherever instinct 
or inclination migh^ lead it. This done, the sorcerer 
proceeded to the hills, attended b^ a formidable-looking 
train. There, on the summit of one, and then on the 
pinnacle of another, he vainly kindled ^is fires, and 
raised dense co(kuians of siooke^ while the chief and his 
people were crjring with loiid voices, and i^ a suppliant 
tone, '* Poolar pooki, poolaJ*^ But alas ! all their cere-> 
monies were just as ineffectual as those oil the idola- 
trous tribes on the heights of Carmel, where the priests 
of Baal, and the prophets of the proves, assembled in 
the dajs of Elijahs No rain fell^ but aU apoearanee of 
it entirely snbsidedr and a blazing'' s«n chased evenr 
cloud away. Then, anusing enough* the pretender, finoL 
log that Hd had carried his cheat to its utmost leng:Ut^ 
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and that both chiefs and people were getting angary m 
consequence of repeated disappointment, contrived to 
soften down their wrath until prepared to take fliglit, bj 
a representation of his failure as being occasioned by 
the following circumstances : viz., 1. He charged them 
with not having paid him sufficiently, although either 
the king or his captains had been making him presents 
almost every day. 2. He urged as a principal reascm, 
that they had other prophets among them /(alluding to the 
missionariee) who had brought into the land a strange 
word, with which their forefathers were totally unac- 
ouainted. And, 3. That there was a white man amai^ 
them, whose long black beard frightened the clouds away ! 

It is almost superfluous to add, that these men are onr 
inveterate enemies, and uniformly oppose the introdac- 
tion of Christianity among their countiymen to the 
utmost of their power. Like the angekoks of the Green- 
landers, the pawaws of the Indians, and the greegrees 
of Western Africa, they constitute the very pillars of 
Satan^s kingdom in all places where they are found. 
By them is his throne supported, and the people kept in 
bondage. When these therefore are confounded, and 
constrained to fly, we cannot but rejoice ; for then in- 
deed have we demonstrative evidence that the kingdom 
of God is not in Word, but in power. Even their ra^ 
itself is cheering proof of the tottering state of their 
fabulous and fraudulent system ; but the manner in 
which their efforts to uphold it have been less or more 
foiled in every place whei'e the Grospel has been esti^ 
lished, furnishes facts of the most encouraging nature. 
In several instances within the compass of my own 
knowledge, they have actually fled out of the vicinage 
of the institutions, and fixed their residences beyond 
the reach of missionary influence, in places overspread 
with thick ck>uds and black darkness adone. Moreover, 
some of the chiefs themselves, although still dreadfoihf 
shackled, are happily beginning to be ashamed of their 
fulherence to such fellows, and to, acknowledge that the 
very best of them are but as "broken reeds,** or as a 
Stan which, when a man leaneth thereon, i»ercedi 
him through. 

Soon after the commencement of the WeslejrviUe ate* 
tion one of these Kaffer priests w» called into the neigh* 
bourhood by the chiefe, for the professed porpose ci 
making ma. On his arrival, Ifr, B, airailea hmaelf q( 
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the opportunity of confronting him upon the spot, and 
of exposing the fallacy of his pretensions before both 
chiefs and people. A set time was appointed, and the 
case publicly ar^ed at considerable {ength, when the 
whole resulted in the utter confusion of the impostor ; 
and the chiefs themselves were constrained to confess 
that their expectations had been founded in veiy foolish- 
ness. I am not aware of their having ever called in the 
aid of a rain-maker since ;. which, of course, affords the 
best possible proof that their conviction upon |his sub- 
ject is well grounded. Shortly after I had commenced 
my labours at Mount Coke, the parched state of a neigh- 
bouring district was ascribed by one of those deceivers 
to our erection of European houses, the appearance of 
which, he said, " dispersed the clouds, and prevented the 
rains from falling !^' ^ But, unfortunatel}^ for his craft, 
while he was performing his heathenish orgies, the 
clouds were discharging their fertilizing contents upon 
the very spot where we were building ; which circum- 
stance, on becoming generally known, did his reputa- 
tion as a soothsayer no small harm. I cannot close my 
remarks upon this head without adding the following 
striking fact, which occurred in the course of Decem- 
ber, 1836. Not far from the residence of my missionary 
neighbour, Mr. B., a considerable assemblage of natives 
was convened wjth the view of causing rain. On hear- 
ing of this, he and \ds assistant went to the place, and 
remonstrated with them respecting the folly of such a 
mode of proceeding. With this the wizard became ex- 
ceedingly angry, and declared before all the people, that 
there now woidd be no more rain, because the mission- 
aries had entirely driven it away I, Nevertheless the 
latter continued to admonish them no longer to hearken 
to such lying imp6stors, but immediately to renounce 
the vain practices of their pagan system, and by prayer 
and supplication make know^i their wants unto Alliii^nty 
God, from whom alone cometh both the " the early ana 
the latter rain." On the Sabbath-day following, Mr. 
B.'s temporary place ofworship was unusually crowded 
during tne hours of divine service ; and, to the great 
astomshment of the people, and confusion of their leader, 
it pleased Divine Providence to send them fine and copi* 
ous showers that very evening ! 

In various parts of CafTraria, and, according totho 
accounts given by the Amafengu, in the stUl more dis**^ 
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tant regions likewise, are found large stone heaps ; t0 
wMch the natives attach a kind of sacred character, and 
which by the Kaffers are called the issivivimi. Tliey 
consist simply of round piles of small stones,, thrown 
loosely together, and are generally met with on the sides 
or upon the summits of mountains. Their size, of 
course, varies according to circumstances; but th^ 
form is always the same, obviously unstudied and devcod 
of all art. They are invariably erected within a few 
paces of the path. Every passenger regards it as a doty 
mcumbent upon him to add another stone to the number, 
or otherwise a sreen branch taken from one of the aeigh- 
bouring trees for the purpose. While^ engaged in this 
act, he prays that his journey may be prosperous ; that 
he may have strength to accomplish it; and that he 
may obtain an abundant supply of food on the way. 
This constitutes the great object of his petition ; in con- 
cluding which he spits upon the article held in Ids hand, 
casts it upon the heap, and then proceeds. Should he 
on any occasion pass one of those rustic piles without 
attending to every punctilio of this pagan ceremony, 
and subsequently fail in his pursuit, or become weak 
and sickly on the path, such ills are immediately as- 
cribed to nis negligence at the issivivani, over which he 
mouhis and bitterly grieves. With regard to the origin 
of this custom, the oldest men among them are imable 
to give us any satisfactory information. Heaps of a 
somewhat similar construction were formerly raised by 
the Hottentots, over the graves of their deceased rela- 
tions ; but this is not the occasion in the case before 
us. Whether therefore it may not be a relic of some 
system of idolatry that existed among their forefathers. 
Or the remains only of a kind of patriarchal mode of 
making vows, are questions which may perhaps afford 
subject matter for speculation. The sight of these rude 
monuments has frequently brought to my mind the pious 
conduct of the patnarch, who, when on his journey to 
Padan-Airam, " took the stone that he had put for his 
pillow, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil ixpon the 
top of it. And Jacob vowed a vow, sajring, If God wiD 
be Nnth me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat and raiment to put on, so that I 
come again to my father's house in peace ; then shaH 
the Lord be my God : and this stone which I have set 
for a pillar shall be God's house." Gen. xxviii. 18-S9, 
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Bnt, alas ! no pillar is here set up in the name of the 
Lord : nor do the supplications of the Kaffer appear to 
be directed to any thing beyond the unsightly heap itself. 
Some indeed have contended, that he is tn reality hereby 
addressing the Divine Being; and it is an easy mat- 
ter to suppose this : but when we ask him the question, 
his answer does not by any mean^ support sucn a con- 
jecture. I am inclined to rej^d the declarations of the 
pious part of. the natives as Arming W far the best pri- 
terions whereby to determinapoints of this nature : and 
on consulting one of these upon this and various other 
subjects, he very feelingly repUed, saying " Urftil ea- 
lightened by the grace of God, my pra3rers were made 
to the stones only, as are those of thousands of my 
countrymen at this very. moment." This affecting feet 
forcibly carries us back as it were to a view of the an- 
cient Britons, at the time when Thor and Woden were 
their gods, and when these were the objects of homage 
among our ancestors. 



CHAPTER IX. 



War common — Preparations for battle— Feudal system everywhere 
prevalent — Beochuana army — Shot a rhinoceros— Voracity of the 
warriors — Encampment — Providential escape from lions — Arri- 
val at the Marootze capital — Description of the town — War coun- 
cil — ^Numbers killed— Interview with the king— l<amentation for 
the slain— Moral condition of the people. 

Evert page of African history renders it abundantly 
evident, thai misery and destruction are in all the wajrs 
of fallen man ; and tnat to him the way of peace is alto- 
gether u]\known. As in the western so also in the 
southern division of this dark continent, its numerous 
tribes and clans are continually feeding the vengeful 
flame. By predatory incursions alone, Caffiraria has 
often been made a field of blood. Other causes indeed 
there are, from which strife, contention, and bloodshed 
have arisen ; but in nine cases out of ten, at least, the 
native troops are mustered either to pillage their weaker 
neighbours, or to retaliate upon some thievish aggressor. 

Tbe wars, that were, for many years, kept up betwe^i^ 
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old S'Lhambi, and his nephew Gaika, wiU, in aH prote* 
biUty, ever form a prominent part of Kaffer history, m 
their battles were fought within a comparatively siu»t 
distance from our bouimries. A view of either of theae 
men in certain situations would probably excite our ad- 
miration, as the one possessed no small snare of shre^ 
ness and natural talent, while the other was more thai 
ordinarily intjrepid and courageous. But, as it has beeo 
very justly observed, " in our admiration of some of tb* 
bold and peculiar features of an uncivilized x>eople, we 
are aft to lose sight of their vices, and give them credtt 
for virtues "i^hich they do not possess." This remait 
is peculiarly applicable to the chieftains ; who, insteai 
of beinff as some travellers have represented them, '*of 
an open and generous character, «disdaining, m their 
wars and negotiations, any sort pf chicane or deceit,'' 
are in truth men whose depraved minds and schemes gen- 
erally evince the very opposite of " natural rectitude." 
No bond is too sacred for a chief to break ; no tie, 
relative, sociaJ, or political, suf&cient ^o withstand his 
cupidity. 

It is worthy of remark, however, that they seldom 
engage in any warlike expedition with that precipitaocf 
wmch might be expected from savages. Between the 
period of receiving and avenging any wrong, time is 
usus^lly allowed for malignity to assume its blackest hue, 
their deliberations in such matters being generally very 
tardy. Days and weeks, and sometimes months, are 
spent in conferring upon all the different bearings of the 
case. In the event, for instance, of a challenge being 
given by one clan to another, or of any infringement (^ 
the rights of a chief by his neighbour, messengers are 
sent backward and forward, to ascertain why or where- 
fore such steps have been taken, or upon what grounds 
hostilities, are contemplated. Should the challenge be 
withdrawn, or the injury satisfactorily repaired, the 
breach is inade up, a token of peace is exchanged, toA 
friendship restored. But if, on the other hand, the 
offending party contmue to menace, or the offended fed 
confident of being more than a match for the adversary) 
their forces are speedily mustered, and every man comes 
to the standard armed with spears, with lance and shieE 
The whole affair in all its minutiae is then proclaimed 
to the marshalled host with spirit-rousing eloquence, 
and in language the most hyperbolical. Not only are 
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the sable troops made acquainted with their duty, but 
inspired with Tellings the most revengeful towards tJie 
enemy. They ahnost always consult their soothsayers 
on these occasions, and are by them assured of victory ; 
after which, with waving plumes upon their heads, and 
sharpened weapons in their hands, they start from their 
seats, raise the fell whoop, and forthwith proceed to the 
fi^ld, loudly cheering and applauding their respe^ctive 
commanders. 

Among the Boochuana and more northern tribes, 
■which are beyond the reach of colonial influence, this 
feudal system prevails almost perpetually. As 1 had re- 
peated opportunities, on one of my missionary tours, of 
-witnessing it in full operation, the system itself, togiether 
^th some of its melancholy effects, will perhaps be best 
illustrated in a few extracts from niy Journal. In order, 
as much as possible, to be prepared for attack, the popu- 
lation of the interior is in a great measure concentrated 
in towns, which are in many instances built on the very 
summits of mountains, commanding an extensive pros- 
pect every way. Immense tracts are consequently left 
wholly unoccupied,.except by wandering Bushmen, who 
lurk among the trees, and depend entirely upon the chase 
for subsistence. 

Several days were spent in travelling over uninhabitM 
wastes of this description, where nothing save the 
ostrich* ai)d the gazelle appeared to enliven the scene 

* It has been thought that after depositing its eggs in the sand, this 
r^narlu^le bird sfenerally leaves them to be hatched by the genial 
TBYS of the san ; but the following facts will show the erroneousnesf 
of'^such an opmion, although maintained by some who have con- 
fideotly assumed the character of historians. 

« On approaching the nest/' says the Rev. S. Broadbent, ^* we saw 
the female ostrich sitting upon it ; and though she had been disturbed 
before by the, Hottentot sne remained till we were very near, and 
then ran ofif at the report of two guns which were fired. The ground 
was sandy for several ihiles round, and covered with thinly-scattered 
boshes. There lay a great number of loose ostrich feathers about ths 
nest, which ippeued to have come o£f the female while sitting, and 
she had the naked, appearance which domestic fowls have at such 
times. 

** The eggi were forty-two in number, including two which had 
been taken away ; and were arranged with great apparent exactness. 
Sixteep were close together in the middle of the nest ; and on these 
the ostrich was sitting when we arrived ; they were as many as she 
could cover. The remaining twenty-six were placed veiy uniformly 
in a circle, about tluree or four feet from those in the middle. The 
eggs which were in the circle we found to be quite fresh, at which I 
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and our stock of provisions at len^^ began to ML 
This, however, was soon replenished, as one of my 
native guides succeeded in snooting two camelopaids 
that happened to be grazing, along with three others^ 
near the place Of our enqampment. The first principal 
town we came to,^ after leaving Lattakoo, was Men- 
bawhey, inhabited by the Tammaha. This tribe, whic& 
is said to h&ve been both numerous and powerful, and 
deservedly celebrated for its bravery, was now reduced 
to a few hundreds, and proverbially poor. I was greath 
surprised, however, to find among their stock a fine flod 
of goats, as scarcely any of the black tribes possess^ 
animals of this description. Not many miles from tiie 
town, was a natural salt-pan of considerable dimensions, 
containing a vast quantity of that valuable materiaL 
Tliis the natives seldom use as a dietetic ingredient, nor 
indeed for any important purpose whatever. . 

JusK as we entered, a number of messengers arrived 
from Bamuarimosana, with tidings from their chief, that 
a plundering party of Tammahas had fallen upon and 
robbed some of his people. He had therefore sent his 
meii to demand redress. But it was not until the 
second day after the report had been hesurd, that anf 
thing like full inquiry was instituted. The council was 
then assembled ex officio, and the case argued at fall 
length. In the course' of the evidence it appeared, tiiat 
one of the ringleaders in this affair was sick, and con- 
fined to his Jiut. Thither the council immediately pro- 
expressed my surprise. The Hottentots informed me that these hid 
been provided by the ostrich against the hatching of those in tte 
middle ; when she would break them, one after another, and gi^ 
tiiem to her young ones for food ; and that by the time they wereaO 
disposed of in this manner, the young ostriches would be able tog^ 
abroad with their mother, and provide for themselves such tbin|[8 tf 
the desert afforded. This fact affords as fine an instance of amnol 
instinct, and as striking an illustration of a superintending Provi- 
dence, as perhaps tha whole circle of natural history is capable of 
fomishing. 

" During the time that we continued beside the nest, which mart 
have been near an hour, — ^for the Hottentots kindled a fire, vid 
broiled some of the eggs, — the ostrich remained at a short distance, 
looking towards 4is ; and there we left her. The eggs weighed tliffe 
pounds each and measured seventeen inches in circumferetice. ^' 
took the greater part of the fresh ones. Seven were as many tf I 
could conveniently carry. One of the Hottentots ingemoualy coo* 
trived to carry a greater number, by pulling ofif his trousers, tyag op 
one end, and filling them with eggs.'* 
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ceeded ; and, stimulated by curiosity, 1 rentured to fol- 
low them, accompanied by my interpreter. No one 
dared to enter the house, as it was counted unclean, 
"tecause the habitation of a sick man." For this rea- 
son 1 was not allowed even to look over the fence ; on 
the outside Of which the elders all sat while questioning 
the delinquent. At this place I spent one Sabbath; 
preached morning and evening, and visited the natives 
from hut to hut in the afternoon. This method will I 
believe be generally found most successful. While 
standing at a distance, the people listen to and ^e 
upon us with consternation, and a degree of suspicious 
fear. But our entering their habitations, asking for a 
little water, partaking with them of a draught of milk, 
fearlessly sitting down among and conversing with 
them, at once arrests their attention, fortifies their 
minds, and often disarms them of hostile intentions. 
They are hereby effectually convinced that we neither 
design them harm, or suspect them of any evil. 

The folio wii^g day brought us to Mashow, where we 
arrived a little before sunset. The country between 
those two places, being well wooded, presented a park- 
like appearance; and the soil in some of the vales 
seemed to be exceedingly rich ; but very little good 
water was to be found. Drought generally prevauled, 
the climate being oppressively hot, and the rains in the 
best of seasons very irregular. Such indeed was the 
parched state' of the ground at that time that deep 
fissures were everywhere seen. Nevertheless, crowds 
of native females were busily employed in preparing 
their little gardens along the sides of the surrounding 
fiills. The novel appearance of a white man soon 
wrought them all down; and very few minutes elapsed' 
t)efore hundreds of men, women, and children com- 
pletely encircled me. The report rapidly flew to every 
3art of the town, and swarms" of human beings poured 
3ut of the numerous huts on every side, untu the sun 
lad fully set, when they all again retired. 

In the course of the evening we were visited by a 
iToung chieftain belonging to flie Marootze tribe ; who 
it once informed us that the object of his errand to 
ilashow was to solicit the aid of Its warriors against 
he Boquains ; he therefore requested us to halt until 
le also was fully prepared for proceeding. He feared 
o journey until the moon (then new) had attained a 
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certain ago, partly on account of the numerous lions 
tiiat infested the country ; but principally because sodt 
a step would be regarded as endangering the success of 
their project. From hence it was evident that hostili- 
ties were kindling before us ; but having resolved on 
preachinff the gospel to a? many of the tribes as were 
at all wimin reach, I at length determined to iw^t until 
fte way was quite clear. 

Scarcely had day begun to dawn the following morn- 
ing before multitudes flocked to the place of our encamp- 
ment ; and while at breakfast anotner chieftain of con- 
siderable influejice, and from a distance, came pressing 
through the throne with a numerous train of attendants 
at his heels. Each was armed with spears ; and sev^ 
of them with battle-axes also, which gave them a some- 
what formidable appearance. Having a crust of bread 
in my hand, I presented him with part of it : this seemed 
greatly to please both him and his counsellors, witb 
whom he very good-naturedly shared the morsel, re- 
serving but a crumb for himself. He was a fine, tall, 
athletic young man, of more than ordinarily deep, artful, 
and intriguing mind. He evinced great curiosity, and 
examined my person, clothes,' &6., with the utmost 
minuteness. 

After leading me into conversation, he very pointedly 
asiked if I had come to avenge the death of '' that white 
man and his companions," who visited their country 
many years ago. The question instantly brought to my 
recollection an expedition which went from the colony 
under the direction of Dr. C, a military surgeon, and 
which never lived to return. I was induced therefore to 
inquire whether hie knew any thing respecting it ; upon 
^which, after some little hesitation, he replied in the 
affirmative, and then proceeded to give me an account 
that made me shudder, and filled my sable comrades 
with fear. He declared that .they were all massacred 
by order of his father, the chief of a powerful and war- 
like tribe, living along the base of a chain of mountains, 
to which he pointed while giving us the information. 

According to his statement, the travellers on arriving 
at his father's residence were kindly received, w 
directed to unyoke their oxen in the king's cattle-foE 
They remaine^d there for some days, and all appeared to 
go on peaceably until they bejgan to talk of joumejOM 
to the eastward. " Then," said he, " my father desired 
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rwious thines, wMdi ttie Twitan refined to gire." 
rhis^ coupled with some other circuiitttances, not very 
creditable to the party, induced the old sarage to deteiu 
(nine on making himself master of all they possessed* 
Al plot -was therefore laid, »m1 secret oiders issued to 
^8 juibordinates, who were required to assemble at a 
[Certain time for the purpose of executing Us barbarooi 
lesign. £ach was instructed in the part he was to act« 
Kiid to -vratch for an opportunity when their victims 
were sufficientiy off their gi^ard at a distance from their 
arms. This opportnnity at length occurred ; and with 
the terrific air of a sained, whose ^MorkliBg eyes seemed 
to express the very climax of a horrid aduevement, he 
exclaimed, ** We stahbed them ! we stabbed tiiem !" lie 
then stated that if I would accompany him into his 
father's dominions, he would show me some of ths 
musket-barrels belonging to the company, together with 
a quantity of the iron-work of ^leir wagons, of which 
the wood- work was all burnt. On making inquiry sd>« 
sequeiltly, we learnt, that this ambitious 3rouui was al 
enmity with his father, and anxious to wi^st from him 
the reins of g[oyemment. This circumstance fully ac^ 
counted for ms free developement of the nHiole maixi 
and he, in all probability, e3q)ected hereby to induce us 
to lend him assistuice against his aged parent How 
far therefore his statements were to be depended wpoot 
is of course hs^ to say. 

During our stay at Mashow my perambulations M me 
into different parts of the town;, and I could. not hoi 
admire the* superior cleanliness, taste, and genius of the 
people. In their domestic economy, as well as in the 
structure of their dwellings, they are greatly in advance 
of the mure southern tril^. In one of the lower can* 
tons, I met with an albifio, whose appearance and skele- 
ton-like form were ghastly beyond description. Het 
eyes were perfectly red, and her hair of a s»idy com- 
mexion, but curly uke that of the natives in general. 
Her parents were both quite black ; and the fathw ift* 
formed me, that he had a son likewise whose colour 
i[ white) and complexion, were exactly similar, exceptinf 
in the eyes. She was evidently an object of great oob-» 
tempt among all around ; and so completely neglected 
that she was literally perishing for want of food. Oila 
of my native guides offered to take her home with him j 
to which the parents tmhcMtatingly conseatedf on eon^ 
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dition that he would present ttiem with a sheep. Th» 
was done ; and the poor ffirl, finding that she wa3 likdy 
to be much better fed, evinced as little regret in leavio^ 
them, as they did in i^ing with her. 

Earlj the following morning all were actively engaged 
in wamke preparations ; and about ten o'clock, A.M., 
the sable troopS'Commenced their march with the two 
young chieftams and the Morolong king at their head. 
Kelatter proceeded on foot, as did the whole of his 
warriors, without any other j^rov^ipn for the jouisey 
than what might be borne in ttie hand. Having to 
travel in the same direction, I was enaUed to observe 
all their movements ; and when the whole army had 
come together, the scene was at once novel and im- 
posing. Our route lay over a fine tract of country 
thickly studded with clrnnps of tr^es of the acacia girqfe 
H>ecies, which rendered the aspect highly picturesque. 
In the left hand each warrior bore his shield and 
spears ; and in the, right, a battle-axe ; which with the 
bow and quiver (full of poisoned arrows) constituted his 
panoply entire. Round his loins was worn a peculiar 
End of girdle ; on the head a tuft of white hair, or a 
plume of ostrich feathers; and on the feet a pair of 
h^athem sandals, which completed his costume. All 
j^ing dependent upon the chase for food, no kind of 
game whatever made its appearance without producing 
a simultaneous shout ; upon which every One bounded 
across the plains with the lightness ana celerity of a 
hart; so that the panting and closely-pursued victim 
was speedily brought to the ground. It was then ui^- 
ceremoniously quartered, and borne away on the backs 
of pack-oxen ; a number of which were driven along by 
followers of the army for this purpose expressly. 

We had not journeyed many hours before one of the 
Hottentots shot a rhinoceros, from which an abundant 
supply of meat for many days was expected. No 
sooner, however, did the huge animal drop, than a band 
of the hungry warriors, like so many eagles, gathered 
round it. Every one threw aside his mantle ; and. in a 
state of perfect i[iudity began butchering for himself, 
conceiving that he was fully entitled to evety piece he 
might be aWe to cut off ^, consequently very few minutes 
elapsed before this prodigious creature was completely 
dissected, and nothing but bones and dung left upon the 
spot Such a scramble' I never before witness^ed; all 
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xrag^lit, as if for life, uitil the very, last bit had be«i 
rried off. The moment the slaughter commenced, 
*C^e £res vrere kindled, and atesik upon steak throws 
on tkeoa while the flesh still quivered with life. In 
eir eagerness to secure as largfe a portion as possible^ 
veral received severe wounds from Uie spears of their 
Qoi^s ; but for all this, the pre^p- obtained in the scuflSe 
Bmed to be considered a sufficient compeDsalion. 
They no^v prepared for encampment aod a feast ; their 
impanions m advance, and the object of their expe* 
tion, y^ere alike forgotten. The meat was all hung 
} in trees, numbers of which were decorated iirith 
ices of no ordinary size. Some went out in search of 
lely while others cut down bnmches, and erected small 
ircular enclosures, which served as their lodging-places 
)r the night. In each of -these were ffathered together 
3n, fifteen, or twenty individuals ; who, after aUayng 
he cravings ef himger, Ifij down to sleep, without in- 
lulging a thought beyond the moment: their darkly-, 
hrouded. figures formed the radii to a circle whose ceiv 
re was the iire. And although conscious that they were 
nuTOunded by beasts of prey, to which th^r sto^s of 
neat w^ould naturally f^rm an attractive bait, no one ^' 
Seemed it necessary to keep watch at all: wohusm 
tiowled, and the lion repeatedly roared, but fU seemed 
to enjoy their slumbers undisturbed.^ 

llieir indifference regarding tiiese anim|lB is%uly as- 
tonishing; and the mor^ so as tbe lion often makes 
dreadf^ havoc among tjlem. It was but a few weeks 
[Hreviottsly that one of the natives had been iiteralljr 
tOTn to pieces : and when we were about fordkig a smau 
rivulet the foUowing'day, no less than six (tnfo old and 
four young ones) rushed fbrth from among Uie reeds on 
its bank, within twenty or thirty 3ranis of us. The 
creatures were apparently startled, and therefore ran 
off, ^80 that no one was hurt. While on my way to a 
Boochuana handet, in company with Mr. — — , four or 
five weeks before. Divine Providence interposed and 
saved us under circumstances still more remarkable. 
Having to cross an extensive plain, and being unable to 
reach oiir destination before night, we strayed and got 
entangled amongthe trees. One of the wheels^f our 
wagen, coming in contact with a brokep stump, was com- 
pletely thrown otf, and down came the carriage to the 
ff^ouDd. The extreme darkness of the night rendered 
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an searck for the Uneh-pin fniitless ; and obliged us to 
contrive a substitute of wood. We bad not, howeTer, 
moved many paces before this broke, and off went ike 
wheel again. The strength, therefore, of all present 
was immediately put in requisition to rmse the wagons 
second time : * but at this critical moment the paralyzmf 
roar of a Hon assailed our ears, and a c<niyiction tint 
he was at no great distance put an end to all effort for 
some seconds. Our situation nbw may be more easily 
conceived than described : the bare recollection of it 
produces an invohintary shudder. 

Mrs. K. and our eldest boy being both in the wagon 
at the time, m}r anxiety for a few minutes vmas such as 
I never experienced, either before or since. Bmsg 
wholly unable to see the beast, it was, of course, impos- 
sible to determine firom what quarter he might attack 
US : besides which, there was reason to fear that ^ 
poor tremUing oxen would start off, as they treqaeti&y 
00 on such occasions ; and in that case the wagon meA 
hav^ been inevitably dashed to pieces. HojMng that 
the report and firing of a musket might keep him at a 
^stance, I laid hold of one and discharged it, as did two 
•* or three others ; and while we poured forth volley alter 
ToUey in rapid succession, the rest of our company were 
emi^yed m putting on and fixing the Ti^eeL The 
scheme had its desired effect ; and, moreover, disturbed 
the dogs at tl^e place to which we were going, — a cir- 
cumstance which was truly providential, as we had en- 
tirely lost our patl), and the guide himself was scarcely 
able to tell us in what direction the hamlet lay. llf 
following the sound of their barking, however, we soon 
and safely found our way to it ; birt had only just got 
under covert, when the voracious animal, hitherto re- 
strained, was let loose. While unyoking our oxen, as 
if disappointed of his prey, he again roared in a most 
fearful manner ; and soon afterward coming to the very 
cattle-fold, thence dragged away a fine young bullock, 
b^onging to one of the natives, and completely tore it 
to pieces. " The angel of the Lord encampeth about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them." 

After travelling nearly a week through an almost de- 
populated country, we arrived at Kurreahane, the Bfo- 
rootse capital. When within a few hours' ride, a mas- 
senflcr came out to inform us that the circomstaaces 
of &£ tribe were such at that juncture as to render it 
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necessary for me to wait until penmsaiim for nj en- 
traiM^liad been regularly obtaiiied. This 1 did, mm the 
following^ day had full leave to proceed. • The scene 
whicli n^'w presented itself was wholly new, and btf 
with interest : my going a little more into detail wiH 
therefore be excused. Up to the time of my arrival, 
this diatant region had never been marked bv the foot of 
a JBuropean, save once ; nor are we yet at all aoquaintedt 
excepting;' by report, with any of the vast and populous 
districts beyond, in which there are, doubtless, numer- 
ous towns still larger than even Kurreahane itself. 

Bein^ ojoae to the tropics, rain falls much more fre- 
quently, and in greater quantities, than further soatlw 
ward. The surrounding lands are more broken, and 
likewise more fertile, — ^Uie soil being richer, and water 
plentiful. They produce also a much greater varied 
of timber, which enables the natives to manufacture 
diJQtoent kinds of wooden utensils for household pur« 
poses. The camel-thorn, or itcacia giraffe, which formed 
almost the only kind of tree growing on the plains we 
had traversed, is of too.hard and flinty a nature to 3rield 
to the simple tools they possess. Hence, when wishfid 
even to remove it out of the way of their houses or 
gardens, they are under the necessity of setting fire to 
its rooto and burning it down. The whole country 
swelLs into mountainous raa^fes, running north and 
south, connected, in all probability, with the great chain 
commencing at the Cape peninsula, and passing through 
the colony nearly parallel with the coast, wider m 
varied names of the Black, Snow, Winter, and Stormy 
Mcmnlains. This extensive buttress supports the vaal 
and elevated plains of the interior, giving ^eir respect* 
ive directions to the inmimerable streams of which it 
is. the source, according to the side, of the range whence 
they severally burst forth. Thundep-8t<Mrms are here 
awmUy t^em^idous, and exceedingly destractive of 
hfe; the blasted remains of trees ^pear on every 
hand. The excessive heat and drjrhess of the atmo- 
sphere is a source of considerable annoyance to the 
traveller, as his wagoi^wheel^, however well made and 
hooped, will dirink so much as to endanger both peN 
^on and property. The best reme<fy for this is mehr 
fi^fOimoX mimemon in water, or the application of wet 
<imb8, salqxated wHh salt, to the staves every pther 
day. 
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"Hie town standi on the very summit of a moontiii, 
on every side of which access is extremely difficult } aad 
in some places whoUy impracticable. One path m3j 
presented itself whereby- the wagon could ascend; and 
that was not only steep, bat exceedingly rugged. Bar- 
ing gained the height, we were instantly swrrociiidedl^ 
old men, females^ and chttdr^n, who were the only in- 
habitants remaining, the warriors being aU gone to tfat 
fold. A gloomy spiritlessness sat on every coimte- 
nance, and the manner of all bespoke the absence of 
peace. Great poverty was apparent in the aspect botk 
of old and youi^ ; and their i^uced state induced them 
eagerly to eye eveiy thing that was at aU edible. Om 
of my fellow-travellers, having shot two elephants tiie 
day before, had brought some of the flesh idong- wiA 
him. This, coarse as it was, proved to them an accepi- 
able present ; and numbers immediately started off to 
feed on the mutilated carcasses we had left behmd. 
8uch indeed is their deplorable condition sometimes, 
that the loWer classes scruple not to eat the flesh even 
of carnivorous animals, — such as the wolf, the panther, 
and the fox. 

The following day was spent principafiy in visitiB^ 
different parts of the town, and in collecting informa- 
tion. Numerous circumstances rendered it . evident 
that, although pliaced at so much greater a distance from 
civilized life, the manners of the people here were, in 
many respects, far superior to those of the Kaffer and 
Amatemboo tribes. A much greater degree of taste and 
cleanliness marked the whole of their domestic biAiits 
and household economy. Theh* cattle-folds were built 
chiefly of stone ; and their habitations not Only more 
substantial, but more commodious likewise. As the 
general plan of the Boochuana building have the same 
character, the following descrif^on wdl answer every 
purpose of elucidation.-M>n a circular row of mimosa 
poles, forty to sixty feet in diameter, and about nine 
leet high, a conical roof neatly thatehed with straw and 
guinea corn-stalks is elevated, the covering being fstst- 
ened down to the wooden frame by bend^ sprays, in 
the manner of hay-ricks in Europe, at about three or 
Ibur' feet within the outer row, so as to leaive a v^ran- 
^di outside ; an inner one of poles is erected, ropidaDi 
upon which, for about two-thirds of the circumference, 
a mud wall is raised^ of two feet thick, and about sevea 
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feet higiit leaTing an aperture aU rodnd oader t|ie tiuitdi 
for the admission of air and the exit of smokOy-^a pre- 
cantion perfectly requisite where the heat of simuner 
is so excessive ; and a door-way is left in the front part 
of the i^rall, which, accommodated to the sb^ of this 
human figrnre, has its wide part abore, and diminishes 
toi^rards the feet to about the width of eight inches; 
ivithin this walled enclosure an inner chamber is con- 
structed of bnudi-wood, plastered with mud, round the 
central pole which supports the vortex of Uie roo( 
nearly a perfect parabohc conoid in shape, perhaps from 
four te SIX feet diameter, and having a small entruice 
of from eijghteen to twentv inches s^iuare, closed by a 
wicker gate. This is the hidden shrine of the Booehn- 
ana Penatesyyihe sanctum in which the more important 
domestic tosS^Is and property of the inmates are pre» 
served*; and during the winter months it is emplcqred 
as a sleeping apartment by the faaiily. At anises of 
about sii^ degrees from the outer mud wall, and join- 
ing to the snudl parabolic conoid structure just descnbed, 
two round walls are also ndsed, by which the whole 
area under the roof is divided into four compartments 
(see apian of this building in the note below) :* the first, 
the inner conoid — the second, an outer one enclosed W 
the cross and other walls— -and the third, the verandah 
which goes roundthe whole building, but under the she^ 
ter of the roof: on each side of the do<Hr-way in the 

* 1 The umet eonoidal aiMUtHMot 
3 The sleeping apartment. 

3 The duter dlvi8ion,half^ndeI and half beyond the looC 

4 The com store. 
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ceeoBd iqi^artnMQt, two fireplaees are Bvnk m tlie I 

-tfter the Ktfer fashion, hke broad and shallow 

wad mads of clay ; this chamber is used as the conanaoB 

lAeeping-room of the occapants during the 



weather, and the general sleeping-chan^i during all 
iMt the severer period of the year. In this buildiii^» as 
well as several others I visited, although not in all, an- 
ther wall was built, projecting two foet hej<md the 
projection of the roof in front of the sleeping apart- 
ments, three feet high, and whimsically ornamented, 
which gave an additional enclosed chamber, half und^. 
ind half beyond, the. thatch ; and here, in the he^ht of 
summer, food is prepared, and sleep is ei^yed in t)i« 
fiefreshing influence of the nocturnal breeze. The <XMa 
ftpace at the back of the conical chamber thus detached 
Ivom the dwelling pcurt of the hoose is devoted to tbe 
storage of com, which is preserved in large jars, sim- 
lar HI shape to those used for Portugal grapes, made of 
clay, and generally from five to seven feet high. Beluad 
Ais convenient edifice's thrashing-floor is formed, whera 
the millet is beaten out by mamud labour ; aad it has a 
•mall hole in the middle, m which the more rigid grains 
Are stamped out of their more tenacious envelope. If 
^e o(5cupant is a person of wealth and consideration, 
several other dweUings, smaller in sise, but on the same 
«Aodel, are placed neilr his own, for thescoommodation 
ef the married members of his family and his slaves, or 
are used as additional stores for his jars of grain; the 
whole of these are surrounded by an oval or circidar 
fence, of from seven to eight feet high, two or three 
thick at the base, and tapeting to twelve or eighteen 
inches at the top, which is cut quite flat ai^ smooth : 
this is made of the labora Africana, a shrub profusely 
abuqdant, so neatly entwined and clipped, that not tj^ 
smallest projectmg twig can be detected $ while the 
Mature of its shape, its nearly circular form, and the 
strength with which it is bound together, enable it to 
resist the heaviest winds. The space enclosed within 
this is carefully laid with composition of mud and ma- 
nure, and kept as neat imjd clean as th^ most active and 
particular housewile's kitchen-floor could possibly be. 
As already observed, the same method of building is 
employed by the Btftlapee, without any attempt at either 
improvement or alteration ; doubtless, on account of the 
o(mvenience these dweMings afllMrd, the facility of con- 
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tflmctian, and an experimental knowledge that th6 
shape* they employ is the best calculated to withstand 
the fury of the tremendous electric storms with which 
this country is visited. In the way of embellishmenli 
however, each has his own taste to direct him ; and the 
walls are usually decorated with pictorial and moulded 
representations of the native animals, and human inhah* 
itants, in a style thait shows the germ of genius lies une»> 
landed for want of a proper stimulus to bring it into 
active and useful exertion. 

In the course of our tour we met with the wife of the 

young chief who detained me at Mashow, and whom I 

now Found to be the *' heir apparent." She led me into 

the interior of her dwellings which was remarkably neat. 

The floor, was particularly dean, and in the verandah 

mats were spread for us to sit upon. On the walls 

without w^ere painted a mmil>er of fantastical figures, 

representhig animals of diflerent kinds. About twehrs 

o'clock a quantity of boiled com -and milk was served 

up ; and notiiing couM exceed the pmrity of the vessels 

in which this mess was brought : hence we needed not 

a second invitation to partake with our saUe hostess. 

In the course of conversation she became very com* 
municative, and gave me an interesting account of her 
misfortunes,-^he moving cause of the war in which 
they were then engaged. Although long betrothed (e»> 
pousing being here a common practice) to each other, 
the yoimg chief had but recmitly taken her to wifs. 
And while journeying from the residence of her lather 
(who was ruler of one of the neighbouring tribes) to 
that of her husband, she was assailed by a wrtv of tbe 
Boquains, who merciles^ beat and wounded her ser- 
vants, and afterward robbed her of all she possessed. 
As she was bringing home the presents oi her father to 
his son-in-law^ nie had with her both cattle and. cont 
Not satisfied with these^ the ruifians fell upon and 
stripped her of all the ornaments die wore,— consistinf 
of biacelets, necklaces, rings, and amulets also. These 
ttie seemed most of all to &plore, and lamented greallf 
while orbiting her naked arms and oeck. 

Fossils and ore of various kinds are obtaaed firooi 
^^ neighbouring momitains, in great abundance ; heaes 
the mineralogisl and the^geologist too would, I an 
persuadisd, find ample scope for the exercise of thdr 
f^BtuB. Beautifid specimens, bdOi of iron sad oo|iiMi^ 
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^ere presented to me by the natives, who sm^t 
manufacture it themselves. Their furnaces as -well as 
their forges are, of course, of the most rude and simple 
description. Nevertheless, they fully answer their par- 
pose, and enable them to produce articles whicl^ ii 
many instances, would surpnse even an English artisaiL 
Great quantities of iron beads are made, together with 
copper rinffs for the neck, arms, and legs, of all sizes. 
Their batfle-axes, spears, darts, needles, and knives 
are all of native manufacture. The handles of the latter 
are generally made of ivory, and sometimes carved in 
a superior manner ; bearing the figures of different ani- 
mals, large and small, from the elephant to the jackaL 
The next morning brought with it circumstances 
which placed us in a somewhat critical situation. Just 
after taking breakfast, and while sitting in my tent, con- 
versing wiUi some of the natives, the young chief un- 
expectedly made his apparance. He came up to me 
with hasty step, and aiq[>arently much fatigued. At 
his connnand every man, woman, and child . instantiy 
fled to a distance, and we were left alone. The inter- 
preters were then called, and he commenced by stating 
again and again that he was come on special business. 
•** The Bo^uains,^' said he, '^ have defeated us : sJain on 
the field he many of our men ; and the living are taken 
captive ; I oply have escaped to tell our wo. Come to 
my help ag;ainst the enemy : help me my friends to de- 
liver. My uncle is prisoner; my warriors are all pns- 
t>ners; I am therefore come for the white man and 
his gim^ to rescue , my friends, to punish my enemies." 
All this was said with so much gravity and effect, that 
Itwas almost impossible to indulge the suspicion of du- 
plicity or falsehood. 

- The path of duty was plain but perilous, as he soon 
gave me to understand that, having come into his terri- 
tories, it was incumbent vqpon me to fulfil his wishes; 
and that, in the event of ah obstinate refusal, my life 
was in the kmg*s hand. Feeling confident, however, 
^at they would not be permitted to harm us, I at once 
resolved not to move to the right-hand or to the left; 
and ther^ore told him, that I neither could nor would 
comply with his request ; that i was not come to wage 
war with any one, to help him against his adversaries^ 
or his adversaries against him ; but to inroclaini among 
lOl tha Gospel of peace. To all thift he listened veiy 
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attentively; and after repeated attempts to riiake luf 
determiimtion, hastily arose, and walked off, manifestly 
displeased and disappointed. 

Agreeably to my expectation, the whole tamed oat to 
be a mere stratagem. Defeated indeed they were, and 
many of their number slain ; but as to the saryiv<nrs 
being taken captive, this was altogettier false.* Haviif 
returned from^ the field greatly mortified and chagrined 
tbey determined on halting behind a neighbouring 
mountain, until the above-mentiolned scheme had beei| 
tried. And, in the event of its succeeding, their desigii 
was to return and renew the attack ; but finding that it 
had wholly failed, they all came marching into the town 
in formidable array, and with the chiefs in their van^ 
passing close by me, without so much as halting to asl^ 
a single question. 

The whole of the sable train proceeded rectilinearhr 
to the place of general rendezvous, hard by the king^ 
residence ; whither a wish to see the grand war-council 
induced me immediate to follow them. No man went 
to his own house to s^ute his wife, to see his children* 
nor even to alh^ the cravings of hunger ; but made tiie 
order of the day the sole object of aittention. The king 
(or regent) having taken his seat at the foot of a lar^ 
tree, the whole of his warriors placed themselves m 
rows before him, keeping both spears and shields al 
their sides, which rendered the scene highly imposing* 
A prolix, but spirited, discussion was. then commence 
by some of the hi^er chieftains, who tauntingly as* 
cribed their discomfiture to the cowardice and inatten* 
tion of the young men ; vfhilt one of ib» latter, as vo9 
ffopuU, most ably, but with quite as Uttle regard to mode- 
ration, repelled the-charge, and threw back the censure 
npon their commanders, whose arrangements he de- 
clared to be but the actions of old women. Que party 
upbraided their ruler and his captains with a want of 
spirit and toivery ; and they, in their turn, represented 
the- others as mere ciphers ; men full of pride and 
boasting while at home among their wives, but imbecile 
and timid as children before the enemy ! 

Ab&sket of boiled com was at length brought, and 
presented to the pnince by one of his menials ; and he^ 
after taking a handful ^ paraed it round among his oooft. 

♦ThatribwhsyspOfoApli^BMMjdlsor tuiwiih MMiSi ' 



Hftllon, who iimted me to partake with them. I irame- 
<ifUely and imhesitatiiigly availed myself of their kind- 
ness ; upon which a sudden burst of acclamation mo- 
«eeded from various parts of the crowd, '^ The white 
man is our friend ! TM white man is our friend !" Tlus, 
of course, cheered me n6t a little, under the peculiar 
circumstances in which I was placed at the moment,— 
hundreds of miles from any other white man. 

Having the interpreter at my side all the time, I waa 
enabled to collect much information respecting their 
mode of wiurfare. In addition to the weapons already 
mentioned, it would ^pear that the Booctmana tribes 
sometimes use the sling ; and frequently have recourse 
to missiles of variom descriptions. In the battle ihtj 
had just fought, more had frdlen by stones than by the 
spear. The Boquains, in point of numbers, were reinre- 
Sented as a mere handM, compared with the host tiiat 
had been against tiiem. But being, like l^ir nei^ 
hours, established on the very pinnacle of a moimtun, 
the precipitous sides of which rendered their town 
almost inaccessible, they harassed the enemy, and 
fractured the sculls of numbers while serambling up its 
tugged cliffs. By showers of stones-and pointed darts 
a dreadful slaughter had evidently been effected. Wh^ 
the retreat had commenced, the vanquished fled in the 
utmost disorder, pursued by troops of archers ; and all 
who were unable to keep up with the main body were 
compelled to bow to their fete. Having, in the first 
place, cast away their mantles, that their jHrogress 
might n^t be impeded, afterward such parts of theii 
armour as could be best spared, and finally their battle* 
axes, they then, if no possible way of escape presented 
itself, made a dead halt ; and, placing their heads be* 
tween their knees, silently awaited the decapitating 
blow of their antagonists ( 

I vraited in anxious . suspense for the breakix^ up of 
the council, being desirous of an interview vrith the 
king, in order to ascertain his disposition towards me. 
Ftom what had occiHrred I had, of^oonrse, no reascm to 
eiq)ect a very favomabl^ reception. No opportmiity, 
however, presetted its^ until evenii^; whmi, to my 
litter astonishment, he sent hk servants wi& a lai^i 
howl of jmi»€^ eonsistkig of poinded com, and ma$]^ 
hrti (enroled milk), sa3ring he regretted much his not 
haruayangr timigbetft^f lo aat before tlM white strai^r. 
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A second TOMel filled with ho^ai^ or beer, was nezl 
sent, and he himself came soon after. The words of 
holy Tvrit were thus forciUy exemplified, ^Put thy 
trust in the Lord, and- he will makethme enemies to be 
at peace i^th thee." Laying aside all appearance of a 
ivarlike spirit, and observing perfect silence on the sub- 
ject of my refusal to help lum against his foe, he sal 
"virith us until a late hour, and was exceedin^y ingenuous 
and communicatire. I gladly therefore ayailed myself 
of the opportunity for explaining the grand object of my 
mission, in as familiar a manner as possible. To this 
he listened With great attention, and, after making two 
or three grave remarks upon the subject, very emphatic- 
ally observed, Good are the words of the white man : 
unto us a teacher mig^t be a pillar of rest" 

Duringr the night I was repeatedly awakened by* the 
sound of lamentation on all sides. Alter making several 
ihutless inquiries of the interpreter, who was too sleepy 
to g^ve me any thing like a satisfactory explanation, 1 
arose, and went to see whence the cries proceeded ; and 
on looking over the hedge, encompassmg a cluster of 
huts hard by, the dim light of a smul fire of wood ena- 
bled me to discover a mournful group of females ; some 
of whom were bewailing the loss of a husban(i^ some a 
father^ and others a friend. As the night was duk, they 
iM not observe me for some time ; but the moment one 
of the company caught a glimpse of the spectator, all 
became perfectly silent, mi with the exception of an 
occasional burst of lauf^ter, remained so until I had 
withdrawn, when weeping uid wailing was ^ again re- 
commenced. These mcdancholy bowlings, in which 
the men took no part whatever, were kept up by nume- 
rous assemblages in different parts of the. town, until 
after dawn of ^y; and thmi wholly ceased, and nothing 
more was heard respecting the slun. 

The Sabbath led me more fully to indulge in reflec- 
tion on the moral and destitute condition of the multi- 
tudes aromkd me. Here was a town containing at least 
thirteen or loittteea thousand souls, among whoni the 
'' sound of ,a drarchigotnf bell" had never been heard ; 
who were, to a man« ignorant <tf their own inmiortality ; 
^*ho bad not the most distant idea of a final Judgment, 
<>* of a ftiture state of vewiird and punishment. A4ew 
indBed there were who seemed to have some confused 
Mtions of invisible poweia, wbpm.they designated 
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MooreemOf and Booreemo, and of whom they were tang^ 
by their sorcerers to stand in constant dread, as the thun- 
der and lightning, together with their awfully destnic^ 
tive effects upon man and beast, were to be regarded as 
the exclusive proofs of their agency in the world. Of 
their state as' sinners before God they had no concep- 
tion whatever ; nor was there one among them all, male 
or female, in whom I could discover any thing like the 
faintest gleam of light respecting Christ the Savioor ! 
No Bible save my own was to be found within a circle 
of hundreds of miles round about ; nor indeed a book 
of any kind whatever. The Sabbath was utterly un- 
known ; no place of worship had ever been erected ; 
nor did this people know any thing more of schools 
than of teachers. Painful beyond expression was tb» 
sight of thousands of fine, weU-made, healthy and 
sprightly youths, growing up under the direction of 
heathenish parents, under the influence of heathemsb 
customs, and carried down the stream by the con- 
straining force of heathenish example. I preached to 
them severed times during my stay ; and this consti- 
tuted the very last opportunity numbers of them had of 
hearing the Gospel, as an invadmg host from ^e inte- 
rior came down soon afterward, and conudetely de- 
stroyed the town, routing and slaying all before them. 
Much indeed did I wish that the scene which h^re 
presented itself could have been witnessed by some of 
those specious reasoners upon the state of the heathen, 
who would have us beheye that it is by no means one of 
such ** gross darkness" as we are apt to imagine *, but 
that in every nation our Peters may he expected to meet 
with Corneliuses and others, '* fearing God aind work- 
in^ righteousness," since the ^^ shining of the heavenly 
Ix^es," the ** mountain's romantic grandeur," and th^ 
** ripplinff of the little riU itself," are all objects in 
whicn the pagan cannot but se9 omnipotent power, 
and that in a way which must naturally constrain him 
to wonder and adore. How fisdlacions and how delusive ! 
Such fancies may suit the poet's purpose ; but they ill 
become the preacher. To hear thein advanced, there- 
fore, in argument from the pulpit, is distressing indeed; 
and doubl^ so, when they are allowed to form any put 
of a missionary sermon. Magniflci^t as are these stu- 
pendous works of nature, and magniflcent indeed they 
are, it must ever be remember^ that to revetatioi 
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atoie are we indebted for those hi^ and exalted Tiewa 
of their sublimity which aid the spirit of devotion ; and 
for wrant of which the heathen gaze with vacant stare 
upon the very heavens themselves^ although they '* de> 
Clare the glory of God," and upon the formament also, 
though it *' showeth forth his handiwork." Lairing 
aside all reasoning, and leaving mere abstract principles 
to. men more disposed to adhere to the flimsy theories 
of reason, than to the declarations of truth, what are 
the plain facts of the case ? If the Bible is to answer 
this question, it will at once appear that '' the world by 
-wisdom knew not GodJ' If the great ^x>stle of the 
gentiles be any authority lipon the subject, we may cite 
his words, and ask. How can they know, Or ** beheve in 
him of whom they have not so much as heard ; or how 
shall they, hear without a preacher V And if personal 
observation be allowed any weight in this momentous 
matter, it also forces us to the very same conclusion ; 
for unong all the various tribes that have as yet been 
visited, we have not so much as met with a single indi- 
vidual, man or woman (whoUy unacquainted with tiie 
Gospel), who evinced any thing like a shade of saving 
knowledge, either in word or in deed. ' This then is too 
grave a subject for polished polemics to trifle with. 
IjOt such open their eyes to the aTO)alling fact, which 
houriy stares us in the face, that millions of immortal 
souls, to whose affecting cries for help it has become 
imperative upon us to ^ve echo, are already in the very 
jaws of death; and this will svrely produce a spirit of 
earnest pleading, rather than of powerless, sportive, or 
conjectural harangtie. 

'* Whoever has had any opportunity of examining into 
the religious opinions of persons in the inferior ranks 
of life, even in the most enhg;htened and civilized nations, 
will find that their system of bel^f is derived from in- 
struction, not discovered by inquiry. That numerous 
purt of the hutaian species whose iot is labour, whose 
principal and almost st^e occupation is to secure sub- 
sistencC) views the arrangement and operations of na- 
ture with little reflection, and has neither leisure nor 
capacity for entering into that path of refined and intri- 
cate speculation which conducts to the knowledge of 
the principles of natural religion. In tiie early and 
most rude periods of savage life, such disquisitions are 
aliogetiier unknown. When the intellectual powers are 
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just beginning to unfold, and their first feeble exertkm 
are directed towards a few objects of primary necessity 
and use ; when the faculties of the imnd are so limited, 
as not to have formed abstract or general idea» ; wbeo 
language is so barren as to be destitute of names to 
distinguish any thing that is not perceived by some of 
the senses ; it is preposterous to exp^t that man shooli 
be capable of tracing with accuracy the relation be- 
tween cause and effect ; or to suppose that he shoaU 
rise from the contemplation of the one to the know- 
ledge of the other, and form just conceptions of a Deity, 
as the Creator and- Governor of the umverse. The idei 
of creation is so familiar wherever the ntind is enlarged 
by science, and illuminated with revelation, that we sel- 
dom reflect how profound and abstruse this idea is, or 
consider what progress man must have made in obser- 
vation and research, before he could arrive at any knoiv^ 
ledffe of this elementary principle in religion. Accoiti- 
ingly whole tribes have been discovered, which have no 
idea whatever of a Supreme Being, and no rites of reli- 
gious worship. Inattentive to that magnificent specta- 
cle of beauty and order presented to their view, unac- 
customed to reflect either upon what they themselves 
are, or to inquire who is the author of their existence, 
men, in their savage state, pass their days like the ani- 
mals around them, witlK)ut knowledge or veneration of 
any superior power.* 

'^ Among some of the tribes indeed, still in the infancy 
of improvement, we discern apprehensions of some in- 
visible and powerful beings. These am>rehension8 are 
originally indistinct and perplexed, and seem to be sug- 
gested rather by the dread of impending evils than to flow 
from gratitude for the blessings received. While nature 
holds on her course with uniform and undisturbed regu- 
larity, men eiypy the benefits resulting from it, without 
inquiring concerning its cause. But every deviation from 
this regular course rouses and astonishes, them. When 
they behold events to which they are not accustomed, 
they search for reasons of them with curiosity. Thek 

* See Biet, p. 53^ ; Lenr ap. de Bry, iiL p. 221 : Nteuhofi; Chuidu 
Coll. il p. 132 ; Lettr. Edif. ii. 177 : VinegM i^. 87 j LozanoDesciip. 
del GnmGhaco, p. 59; Femand. Miasioif de Chiqiiit, p. 39; 6un^ 
iL p. 166; Rocheforte Hist dee Antilles* p. 468; MajrgraTe Hist in 
Append. de ChitiensilMis, p. 286 ; Ulloa Notie. Ameiic. p. 335, ^kc; 
Barrero, p. 21S, 219; Hsrcoort, Toy. to Guiana; PuicL Pilgr., it* 
p. 127; Jones's Journal, p. 59. 



understanding is unable to penetrate into these; but 
imag^ation, a more forward and ardent faculty of the 
mind, decides without hesitation. It ascribes the extra- 
ordinary occurrences in nature to the influence of invis- 
ible beings ; and supposes that the thunder, the hutricane, 
and the earthquake are effects of their interposition. 

" Were -we to trace back the ideas of other nations to 
that rude state in which history first j>re8ent8 them to 
yieiw-, we sbould discover a surprising resemblance in 
their tenets and practices ; and should be convinced that 
in similar circumstances the faculties of the human 
mii)4 liold nearly the same coarse in tlieir progress, and 
arrive at almost the same donclusions. Their impres- 
sions of fear are conspicuous in all the systems of su- 
perstiiion formed in this situation. The most exalted 
notions of men rise no higher than to a perplexed appre- 
fiension of certain existences whose power, though su- 
pernatural, is limited as well as pkrtial. Among other 
tribes, hbirever, which have been longer united, or have 
made greater progress in improvement, we discern some 
feeble pointii^l^ towards more just and adequate concep- 
tions of the power that presides in nature. They seem 
to perceive that there must be some universal cause to 
whom all things are indebted for their being. If we 
may judge l^ some of their expressions, they appear to 
acknowledge a divine 'power to be the maker of the 
world,' and the disposer of all events. They denomi- 
nate him the Qreat Spirit.* But these ideas are faint 
and confused ; and when they attempt to eiq>lam them^ 
it is manifest that the word spirit has a meaning very 
different from that in which we employ it; and that 
they have no conception of any deity but what is cor- 
poreal, "f 

* Charley. N. Fr., m. p. 3i3; Sagud. Yor. da Paya det HonMM. 
p.226. 

t Robertson's History of America^ Book ir. p. SS-TOl 
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CHAPTER X. 

Other causes of war among the tribes— Unrighteous conduct of 
colonists— Oonaqua's " Tale of wo** — Extraordinary barbaritr- 
Colonial boondaries — Commandoes— Battle between S'Uiamb 
and Gaika— Historj of Makanna— Cession of Kaffer territoij. 

While feudal 83r8teiii8 have for zges been thus lam^it- 
ably desolating the interior of the country, the destroyer 
has had yet ouier engines in awful play upon the more 
southern tribes. The unrighteous conduct of colonists, 
who from time to time settleid in their borders, frequently 
proved a far more serious and destructive cause of war- 
fare to the KafferSfthan any originating among tfaem^ 
selves. Not satisfied with encroaching upon their ter- 
ritories, they oAtimes reduced whole hordes fircHn a 
state of pastoral affluence to one of extreme indigence. 
Nor was this the worst : many were decoyed from their 
homes and enslaved ; and their ofl^pring, bom in the 
houses of their task-masters, often ^old among goods 
and chattels belonging to the estate. Makin^^ every 
allowance for exaggerati<Mi' occasioned by excitement 
of feeUnff on the recoUectipn of past vnrongs, the ac- 
counts of the natives themselves cannot be heard with- 
out pain and indignation. But official documents, under 
seal and sij^nature of the colonial government, are quite 
sufficient, mdependently of oral testimony, to prove the 
opraression and tragic scenes of former da3rs. 

The black nations of Southern Africa were doubtless 
known, and that advantageously, to the Dutch, Portu- 
guese, and other navigators, long before the commence- 
ment of the eighteenth century ; but a despatch sent to 
HoUand by the governor and council of the Cape of 
Good Hope, under date of April 1st, 1703, furnishes the 
first official account of intercourse between them and 
the colonists. From the contents of this document tb» 
principles of that age are made fully manifest. A num- 
ber of Dutch farmets opeidy confessed that, under tiie 
pretence of trading with a certain tribe, called the Ka- 
buquas, they, together with their " Hottentot attendants, 
ninety in number, had attacked the said Kafiers, and 
robbed them, and two kraals of Hottentots, of great 
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erds of cattle and sheep, kiUinff niuiten of tiie people.** 
dthou^li the govenunent high^ disapproved of the con- 
uct of these freebooters, the following extract from 
he despatch renders it indubitably evident that Ihey 
vere never brought to justice :— 

'^ Regarding the well-deserved punishment which 
hese barterers ouffht to receive, we have as yet not 
iared to proceed about' it, because the half of the col- 
)ny \irouid be ruined, so great is the number of ii^iabit- 
ants implicated, whose poor wives and innocent chil- 
Iren would fall into the deep^t misery." llie gov- 
BTiior and council then concluded that the afiair, being 
of duch vast '* consequence to the colony, ou^t to be 
passed over, with the intention to take good care that 
no farther opportunity be given tb commit sndi acts." 

But however gocfd might be the intentions and ^lact- 
ments of the then existing government, it is abundantly 
manifest that they were not enforced in any way Xhit 
was at all calculated to put a stop to the nefarious and 
sanguinary schemes of wicked and lawless men. Beinff 
at a great distance from the seat of government, imd 
scattered over a Wide extent of country, which by means 
of arms and ammunition he had cleared of its original 
and rightful inhabitants, each boor was accustom^ to 
regara himself as lord of the manor. In the absence 
of a]l checks, civil, political, and religions, the barbar- 
ous state into which he sunk mav be more easily con- 
ceived than described. Principle was trampled under 
foot ; humanity appeared to have forsadien him ; and he 
at length became capable of acts the most perfidious. 

^' About fifty-six years ago, the boors of Bruintjes 
Hoogte invited the Mandahks clan of Kaffers, of whom 
Jalumba was then chief, to meet them on the western 
bank of the Great Fish River, for the pnipose of hokiing 
a consultation on some public matters. The Mandankse 
attended the meeting, where a palaver washeld, and they 
were entertained with tobacco. After which the boors 
said, they had brought a costly present for their good 
friends the Kaffers ; and having spread some rush-mats 
on the ground, they covered thein with beads, and in- 
vited their visiters to make a scramble, anddiwlay their 
activity in pickkig them up, upon a signal to be given. 
The boors then retired a little dislance to where their 
guns were l3ring ready loaded with two or three bullets 
each. The signal was given by ttie Veld-Oomet^ Bot* 
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man. The Kaffras rushed upon the beads, overtiaoaf 
each other in their eafemeae. The boors at the same 
iastant seised their guns, and poured in a volley upon 
their unsuspecting^ Tisiters ; and so destnictiire wai 
their murderous aim, that Tery few, it is said, esc^ied 
the massacre."* 

Adrian Van Jaarsveld, one of the old Dutch coo- 
mandants, officially informed the Board of X^anddrost 
and Heemvaaden of Stelloibosch, on the 20th July 17S1, 
^* that some Kaffer chiefs, whose names were mentioned, 
haying penetrated to this side the Great Fish River, 
he had assembled armed inhabitants and HottehtotB, 
and,^ having in vain, used all possible means to induce 
the Kaflfers by persuasion to return over th^. river, ac- 
cording to the treaty with 'them, and being in ffreat dan- 
ger from Uiese people, he had been compeUed to kill 
several of Uiem. He had also taken some of their cat- 
tle, and attacked other Kaffers who resided on this side 
the Fish River, aind who had robbed the white inhabit- 
ants, and also had by threats driven others across the river. 
The report also stated, that aaoohead of cattle were taken 
(among which were many that the Kaffirs had t>efore 
stolen from us), all which the commandant divided, 
after consultation with the Veld-Wachtmeester and 
corporals, among the commando.*^ Of this appropria- 
tion of the cattle thus taken (torn the natives, and which 
were ^oubtless the main object of this commando, while 
the dnvingiof the people over the Fish River was made 
the ostensible reason, the g[ovemm^nt approved*, birt 
at Uie same time stated, that it must not be drawn '^ into 
a precedent for the future, much less made a basis on 
which the inhabitants might seek some quarr^ with the 
Kaffers to tob them of their cattle."! 

In 1793, a treaty appears to have been made between 
the colony and the Kaffers, bv which peace was in some 
measure restored. ' Those of the natives who had really 
intruded went beyond the Fish River for a time ; but 
many who had intermixed with the Gonaquas remau^ed 
with such of the latter as still occupied their old wes- 
tern country. In a year or two afterward, the whole 
country on both, sides of the boundary line was in such 
a tumultuous state, that every movement of both whites 
and blacks assumedthe most warlike a^ect. It must, 

• Thonvton't Trvmyt, toU ii. p. m f TydMhnft, 18S7. No. 19. 
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bowever, be obserred that the distnrfoances wHhin the 
solony ori^nated in Tarious causes entirely unconnected 
irith the Kaffers, although some of tlie clans were 
tnduced to take part in the wars agfitated by the colo- 
nists. Upon this subject Barrow states, ** liie Kaffers 
having been instigated by promises and presents from 
the boors to enter into hostilities against the British 
trooi>s, coercive measures were found to be miaToidsMe, 
in order to endeavour to drive these people out of the 
colony, and to break the connexion that subsisted be- 
tween them and the peasantry."* Hence, wepeh^eive 
that, notwithstanding the great and professed aversion 
which hasever been uniformly evinced by the old colo- 
nists towards the coloured race, they have at all times 
^adly ayailed themselves of the aid of these '* Canaan- 
ites," as some have termed them, when circomstances 
rendered it desirable. 

Soon after the breaking out of war between STtembi 
and Gaika, numerous feuds and intestine broils took 
place, w;hich tended greatly to scatter and divide many 
of the clans. Some of them joined the emigrant chief, 
Congo ; others went towards the Zwaartkops, still fur- 
ther to the westward ; 'while a third divii»on proceeded 
in a northerly direction towards the Orange River ; and 
on obtaining his liberty, S^Lhambi himself, s^pears to 
have settled in the Zunrveld, now called Albany. These 
circumstances, added to the pillaging excursions of the 
boors, reduced numbers to a state of the most abject 
poverty. Of this their white neighbours did not fail to 
avail themselves for the accompushment of their ovm 
ends. Anxious to augment their rebel force, with the 
view of resisting the authority of government, now 
British, and bent on keeping up, if possible, their sys- 
tem of enslaving the abongines, both Kafi^rs and Gona- 
quas were invited into their service. AH this, however, 
only tended to aggravate the vengeful blow which ulti- 
mately rebounded upon their own heads ; for although 
professedly desirous of making thfe native their ally, to 
secure his help in times of danger, their deep-rooted 
prejudices could not but operate as an insuperable bar- 
ker to their ever gaining his full and sincere confidence. 
3ust as they regarded him, so did they treat him, not as 
a human being, but as one that more property belonged 

* Btirow, ToL t p. iSi. 
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to tke mere aaimal species. Ckmse^ently necessit} 
alone constrained him to be their servant. 

An old emaciated Gonaaua» resident on our statioo, 
one da3^ informed me that alter the farmers had dephved 
his countrjrmenof their lands, and, by stealth and ex- 
tortion, bereft them of their herdis .also, the cravings 
of hunger obh^^ed him, together with many more, to be- 
come the memals of their plunderers. By one of these 
he was employed in the capacity of a shepherd, sis was 
another person likewise of the same tribe ; and observ- 
ing a goat one day wandering to some cUstance from 
the flock, he pursued and caught it, and, having brou^t 
it to the others, turned it in among them. His comrade, 
however, was evil-disposed tows^ him ; and hence, in 
the hope of ingratiatmg himself with the master, gave 
information on their return from the fields, that he had 
made an attempt to run off with the i^umal. ~ Hearing 
this, the merciless tyrant, jfrithout ceremony, seized the 
poor fellow, and with the butt end of his ox sam-bok 
brutally beat him on the mouth, cr]ring, ** You wish to 
eat goat's flesh, do you, schelmt Accursed zwaart^ 
(black) is that the kind of meat you are desirous of 
midun^?" So sa3ring he actually .knocked out nearly 
one-third of the wretched man's teeth ! Not satisfied 
with this, he proceeded to exercise upon his helpless 
victim an unnameable species of barbarity, the very 
invention of which must have sprung from a heart, not 
only inhuman, but devilish beyond description. 

Not long afterward, another of these ruffians took 
away a chfld belonging to the same old man, who has 
never seen it since. The poignant feelings occasioned 
by this nefarious transaction have of course been some- 
what blunted by the lapse of years ; but all the various 
circumstances connected with it are still indelibly im- 
pressed upon the parent's mind. .When endeavouring 
to rescue his boy from the grasp of the kidnapper, the 
latter furiously fell upon him, and, with a tremendous in- 
strument, lashed and lacerated him in a manner that 'pro- 
duced large wounds in different parts of the body, but 
more especially upon the head. The scars were quite 
plain when I saw him ; and wiU doubtless remain as testi- 
mdnials against the. hand that caused them, until the 
tottering system mingles with its mother dust ! 

These white barbarians (who, strange to tell, still 
boasted of the Christian name !) might really seem to 
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hare Tied with the savage himself in acts of crueKy ; 
and the following fact will show that on some occasions, 
at least, they even exceeded him : — ^A number of native 
hirelings being no longer willing to bear the yoke im- 
posed upon them, left their masters, and returned to the 
eastern side of the Fish River, taking with them the Hot* 
tentot wives whom they had married in the land of their 
sojourn. Shortly afterward a party of farmers were 
out on a hunting excursion, and hai^ned to meet with 
one or two of Uiese ufeg-loopers (runaways), as they 
called them, not far from Gaika's residence. On inquiry 
it was found that there were others of the same descrip- 
tion in the neighbourhood. One of these hearing that his 
old employer was in pursuit of him, immediately fled 
into the forest, and there concealed himself. Interest 
was therefore made witii the chief, who at length ascer- 
tained where the fugitive was ; but, although a Gonaqua 
and a stranger amonff his clanli, Gaika positivelv refused 
to give him up until the bo<»s had promised that no 
harm should be done to him ; at the same time assuring 
them that if his wish was not attended to, he should feel 
bound to refuse them similar assistance in future. They 
then departed, driving these miserable creatures (some 
of whom were females) before them, as thou^ they had 
been slaves. The reasons for their assumption of such 
monstrous power were, " that they had formerly been 
in their service ; that they had eaten of their provis- 
ions ;'* (picked bones, and, with the dogs, fed upon the 
intestines of whatever the master mi^ht kill!) **and 
married Hottentot women, and had belonged to their 
farms !" Men whose consciences would s&er them to 
prefer such claims would not, of course, scruple to break 
their promise ; and so it lamentably proved. Scarcely 
had they got beyond view of Gaika's habitation, 
before the man who .had endeavoured to elude tiieir 
grasp was seized, and bound fast by the arms and legs 
to two of their most spirited horses ; these were then 
driven off at full speedy and literally tore him to pieces ! 
'* Shall I not visit for these things t saith the Lord : 
and shall not my soul be avenged on sucli a nation as 
this ?" Jeremiah v. 9. 

In 1798, the governor, Earl Macartney, finding that 
these Moor-like men, in defiance of all former treaties 
and enactments, still continued their depredations upon 
the Kaffers, under the pretence either of trafilcung 
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vriXh them, or of merely going into their country to 
i^oot elephants and him)opotannii, determined on emb- 
UMng perinanent boundaries. His excellency's pnMv 
lamation, dated July 14th, 1798, reads as follows : — 

^ Whereas hither*» no exact limits have been maiked 
ont respecting the boimdaries between Hiis colony aod 
the Kaifers; and in consec^uence of soch limits not hav- 
ing been regularly ascertamed, several of the inhabit- 
ants in the more distant parts of this settlement hare 
united in iiynring the peaceable possessors of thosi 
countries ; and under pretence of bartering cattie witi 
them, reduced the wretched natives to misery and wBut^ 
which at length compete them to the cruel* necessitf 
of having recourse to robbing and various other irregu- 
larities, m order to support hfe : 

*' I, therefore, after tMiving taken proper informatioB 
on the subject, have thought it expedient for promotiDg 
the welfare of this settlement, and estaWshingr g<>od 
order in the remote districts of it, to fix the following- 
mentioned places to be in future the boundaries^ of the 
colony, viz.— 

" Between the Kaffers and the inhabitants, 

" I. The Great Fish River, as far as the Esterhuyzes 
Post at the Kachas. 

'' II. The who)e of the Kachas Mountains, as far as 
the Tarka Mountains. 

^III. From the Tarka Mountams to the Bamboes 
Mountain. 

''IV. From the Bamboes Mountain tlo the Znor 
Mountain. 

'' V. From the Zuur Mountain to the Edele Heer^ 
Beacon, situate on the Zekoe River. 

*^ VI. From the Edele Heer's beacon, across the Zee- 
koe River, as far as the Greai T^le Mountain ; forming 
thus a semi^circle from the eastward at Uie outermost 
limits to the west." 

Bejond this line the colonists were positively forbid- 
den to go on any pretence whatever, under penally of 
total conftscation of their cattle, and bamshment m>m 
the setUement. Nevertheless, 'Hhe anarchy in the 

* These, together with the various old boundaries, will be found 
marked upon the map ; and although the latter be not, in eTenr in- 
■tance, defined with as much accuracy as could have been desired, 
they will, nevertheless, serve to iumirii the reader with a tolerably 
correct idea of the unjust encroachments which, from time to time^ 
have been made upon lands belonging to the aborigines. 



9AJKT I. 0<APTKlt Z. BIT 

BSisCefn districts was not nra'ch lessened, and certaiiyy 
not abated, W the effect of those laws. Perhaps the 
difficulties of the times did not admit of speedy remedy^ 
by ev^n the wisest policy."* A flame, in fact, had long 
been kindling, and this at length burst forth with awM 
fury. The Kaflers, as was to be expected, had already 
begun to retaliate and avenge themselves upon their 
treacherous neighbours. War was proclaimed between 
tbem ; their baibarities were reciprocal and terrific in- 
deed. Scenes were then exhibited which left an indeli* 
ble impression ; and feelings were excited in the miAils 
of both parties which have not yet subsided, but which 
imh in aU probability go down to posterity. It was an 
sge of horror not to 1^ described, but of which some 
idea may be formed from the following statements by 
Barrow. ^ 

This traveller ascribes the whole of those tragical 
events which happened to the frontier colonists, to their 
awn ** malicious and ill-judged conduct, which was the 
means of bringing together a united force of Kaffers 
and Hottentote, whose first step was to drive all the 
boors out of their society, to plunder them of the rest of 
their clattle, set fire to their nouses, and put several of 
them to death. Having cleared the whole of the lower 
paurt of Graaf-Reinnet, they advanced into the, district of 
Zwellendam. Their whole hatred was levelled against 
the boors. English dragooiis, travelling alone with 
despatches, have frequentty^ been met b^r large parties 
of these plunderers, and suffered to pass without molest- 
ation. Even a house which they discovered at Flatten- 
berg'i^ Bay to belong to an English gentleman, they left 
undisturbed, while all the rest that fell in their way 
were burnt to the ground. 

^^The same house, however, was afterward plundered 
by a party of boors, who had been collected by the ma- 
gistrates of ZweUendam to clear the district of Kaffers 
aiod Hottentots, l^ese unprincipled men, either out of 
revenge, or from an irresistible impulse to mischief^ 
broke open the house, carried away clothing and everj 
thing that was portable, drank all the wine and spirits 
they could find, and made themselves completely in- 
toxicated; yet the very men who committed diese 
enormities were at that moment under the impresr^ 

V 

* Baoiufter*! Humane Pdicy. 
K 
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rion that their dearest connexions, their wires and 
children, were massacred by the enemy, into whose 
hands they knew them to have fallen. They had been 
met, it seems, a few days before in a narrow pass by a 
party of Kaffers and Hottentots ; and, as ususil, on p«r- 
ceivrng the enemy, mounted their horses and galloped 
away as fast as they could, leaving their wives and 
children sad wagons in the possession of the robbers. 

" No outrage nor injury was offered to the ^prisoners; 
but on the contrary, as on all similar occasions, they 
were treated with respect : they even despatched a mes- 
senger after the fugitive boors, to say that if they chose 
to ransom their wives and children for a small quantity 
of powder and lead and a dozen head of cattle, they 
should instantly be delivered up. It is natural to sai>- 
pose that under such circumstances, the ties of kindred 
affection would have superseded all considerations of 
prudence, and have stifled resentment ; and that a pro- 
posal which held out such easy terms for the recovery 
of their wiVes and children would have been seized wiA 
avidity. But one of the party, recognising the mes- 
senger thus sent to them to have once been in his service, 
and recollecting he was now standing before them in the 
shape of an enemy and defenceless, fired at once with 
rage and revenge, snatched up his musket and shot him 
dead upon the spot. Intelligence of this atrocious act 
was speedily conveyed by the companion of the deceased 
to the Kaflers, and it was reported and believed, that 
they had, in conse<j[uence, put all the women and children 
to death. The prisoners, however, were given up, not- 
withstanding the murder of the messenger; for they 
disdained, as they told them, to take away the lives of 
the innocent; but they ^ould soon find an oppor- 
tunity of avenging the death of their countryman upon 
their husbands, together with the rhany injuries and 
oppressions under which they had so long been Ial>our- 
ing."* 

^ Disturbance and sanguinary hostihties were scaircely 
reduced upon the restoration of the colony to the Bata- 
viaA government in 1803, ;although they long occupied 
the earnest personal care of the excellent and en- 
lightened Sir Francis Dundas.f In accounting for the 
wretched state of things which had existed for more 

* Baitow, Yd I p. 418, . t Baimistar'ii Humane Pdicjr. 
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than a century, tlie Baron Van Pallandt, one of tlw 
honorary chamberlains to his majesty the king of ihm 
Netherlands, but who was at that time private secretary 
to Governor Janssens, very frankly states, ^* that the 
means of executing the laws were few and feeUe, while 
the heads of poUce were so far distant from the scenes 
of crime, a^ so supine themselves, and so ill supported 
by their own superiors, that the law, good as it might 
be, was reduced to a dead letter/' The most false and 
abominable reports were frequently circulated respect- 
ing the designs and movements of the black tribes, with 
the manifest intention of inducin&: government to attack 
and destroy them altogether. T&s will appear evident 
from the following official report which was made by 
Captain Alberti, the landdrost of Uitenhage, and which 
constitutes one of the latest public notices of the Kafiers 
under the Batavian government. It is dated Fort 
Frederic, Algoa Bay, May 14th, 1805 ; and was gazetted 
on the 1st June, 1805 : — 

^' A report having been spread that the inhabitants of 
the Zwaartkopis Revier and the environs had quitted 
their farms for fear of another Kaffer revolt, he con- 
sidered himself bound, for the public satisfaction, to 
declare that no farm had been left ; and the Kaffer chiefs 
had acted with so much propriety, that there was no 
reason whatever to doubt the continuance of peace with 
them. Probably a few robberies committed b^ single 
Kaffers have given rise to the false report ; but in those 
instances the owners had already recovered the ^eat- 
est part of the stolen cattle ; and what are still missing 
will undoubtedly be restored. There is, in reaUty, the 
best proof that we have nothing to fear from the bulk 
of the Kaffer nation, the chiefs and well-disposed part 
thereof having strongly condemned the few plunderers, 
and assisted zealously to punish them and recover what 
was stolen. (Signed) Albkrti.^ 

A few days previous to the appearance of this notice, 
^ the mischievous effects which these false imputations 
against the Kaffers produced in the colony had been 
noticed in the Gazette ; where it was declared that no 
commando woiQd be allowed upon such ptretences to 
plunder the natives^ and the people were with laudable 
firmness called upon to ' respect the rights of others, 

K2 
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as they would wish regard to be shown to their 

own.' ''^ 

In 1806, when the colony became a second time sub- 
ject to British arms, the eastern province and bordering 
tribes appear to have been somewhat more peaceatie, 
and great numbers of natives had actually settled as ser- 
vants among the colonists. But so amazingly did the 
scale of public feeling and opinion afterward torn 
against them, that, in the year 1811, they were publicly 
proclaimed to be 'irreclaimable, barbarous, and per- 
petual enemies,'' while the conduct of their white nei^- 
hours was in the same manner declared to be unoffenduis 
towards these '* faithless and unrelenting disturbers ol 
the peace." Positive orders were in consequence f<NrUi- 
with issued for the utter expulsion of every Kaffer who 
might be found westward of the Fish River ; which was 
done accQrdingly. 

" At the time," says my friend Mr. Brownlee, in his 
notes before referred to, ** the commando assembled to 
accomplish^his object, it was in the summer, when their 
crops of vegetables were fit for usinff. There is little 
doubt that the Kaffers felt very reluctant to leave a 
country which they had occupied the greater part of a 
century, and part of which they had at a remote period 
bought from the aboriginal inhabitants, Gonaquas. The 
hardship of abandoning their crops was urgently pleaded, 
since, in consequence of this measure, they must neces- 
sarily suffer a year of famine.- These remonstrances, 
however, were altogether unavailing. All the Kaffers 
(nearly 20,000) were collected, and conducted by a mili- 
tary escort over the Great Fi^ River. Those in Albany 
retreated, but only before the commando, and showed 
determined reluctance in quitting a country i^^ch they 
might certainly with some propriety call their own. 
During these proceedings there was some intercourse 
still l^tween the commando and the main body of the 
Kaffers, and an interview was proposed between the 
Kaffer chiefs and Mr. Stockenstrom, the Landdrost of 
Graaf-Reinnet. That magistrate, who was well ac- 
quainted with many of the chiefs, met some of the 
Mandankae Kaffers, belonging to Congo, in the middle 
of a wood near the Zuurberg, with uttle more thaft a 
dozen attendants. These Kaffers, perhaps recoUectiog 

* Paper* oo African Civilization: See Cape Cidoaiit. 
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he murder of their forefothen by the colonists, lock 
his ppportunity to obtain their revenge ; for Mr. Stock- 
»nstrbm and most of his attendants were treacherously 
nurdered on the spot.* 

** After the Kaffers had been driven over the Fish 
liver, military posts were established on its banks, to 
>reTent their return, and check their depredations. 
^Nevertheless, from this period to 1817 they continued 
;o annoy the colonists on the frontier by occasional 
inroads ; sometimes murdering the herdsmen, and taking 
aiway the cattle ; and although there was every precau- 
tion adopted by the military, such is the nature of the 
country along the Fish River, that ten times the number 
of troops that have ever been kept on the frontier, would 
have been quite insufficient to prevent these disorders. 

'^ In 1817 the governor visited Kafierland, and had an 
interview with Gaika and some of the other chiefs, when 
it was arranged that all cattle in their possession of 
colonial breed, and all horses, should be given up. The 
Kaffei^ had been in a state of frequent warfare ¥rith the 
colony for forty vears prior to this period, long before 
it was taken by the English ; and it is therefore proba- 
ble that cattle taken in what they considered just wEurfare 
may thus have been extorted from them, increasing con- 
sequently their secret heart-burnings. One particular 

arrangement then made was, that, if cattle, stolen from 

* The following pleasins fact will here form m happy contrait, and 

speak volumes in fieiyour of the change, that has alreaay been effected. 

The Honourable Captain Stockenstrom, who succeeded his unfor« 

tunate father in the office of landdrost at the above-mentioned place, 

and who is at present commissioner-eeneral of the eastern province, 

and likewise a member of (he copncu, had occasion to visit Wesley- 

viUe in the month of April, 1829. On his arrival the chiefs were called 

together in order to receive a special message, with which he was 

charge^ from Hie colonial government In the course of his address 

to them, he adverted to the lamentable events of former days ; bqt at 

the same time remarked, '* We do not now seek each other with the 

musket or the assagfti to shed each other's blood. When we meet it 

IS to shake hands and be good friends. The bad times are passed 

away. The Kaffers killed my father, and you were near at the time : 

^ Doors killed your father, and I was not far off when it happened. 

Those were bad doings, but now all is chanfl«d. You have received 

missionaries ; you have now the same word of God that we have. 

The only difB^rence between us is thecolour of our skin ; and thou|^ 

you are black and we are white, yet God has made of one blood all 

nations of the earth." The palaver being ended. Captain S. dined at 

the mission-house in company with the chiefii, who all sat down at 

tiM sane tahlB with him! 
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the colony, were traced to any Kaffer kraal, that krari 
shoidd be held responsible, and either find the cattle or 
give an equal number. Another arrangement propossd 
by the colonial government on this occasion was, to 
make Gaika responsible for the conduct of the Kajflfer 
nation, and that the government should treat only witi 
him, and have nothing to do with any of the other chiefe. 
iliis gave Gaika some consequence, but gained him no 
respectability ; for the plan p«t)posed was repugnant to 
the feelings of adl the other Kaffers. From this period 
Gaika acted according to his engagement, and a number 
of horses and colonial cattle were sent out. Yet 
S'Lhambi and some of his adherents did not acknow- 
ledge Gaika's authority; and in some instances they 
sent out cattle themselves, without acquainting Gaika. 
This renewed the old jealousy between them. 

" The state of the frontier remained much the same; 
and in Kafferland there was much secret animosity gain- 
ing ground. S'Lhambi despised Gaika, and said, ' Shall 
I be subject to a boy, whom I have nursed 1^ Makanna 
(or Lynx, as he was commonly called in the colony), 
knowing the hatred of Gaika towards himself, did all in 
his power to set the other chiefs at variance with him. 
At this period there was also a misunderstanding be- 
tween Gaika's Kaffers and those belonging to Hinza; 
and one thing that particularly created resentment 
against the former was, that some of his men took 
away by force some of the plumes of the crown feathers 
from Hmza^s people. Gaika, moreover, thought proper 
to take to himself a wife (Tata) who belonged to one of 
S'Lhambi^s counsellors ; and, on a remonstrance being 
made on the subject, refused to give her up. This led 
to a serious dissension among the Kaffer clans ; and they 
began to make preparations Ibr war, t)articularly in 
m^ing ready shields and assagais. These preparations, 
and the assembling of the forces, were entirely under 
the superintendence of Dushani, SThambi's son and 
successor. Makanna had also a leading hand in aU this, 
and a number of Hinza's people joined a^inst Gaika^"* 
The latter had slain Hinza's uncle, Kaanzi, with his own 
hand ; the remembrance of which circumstance, together 
with that oY his having^ taken him prisoner when but a 
^d, rendered Hinza infuriate on this occasion^ 

The place where they engaged was between the Bnf-« 
iUo River aixd the Debe, GaUia's people had been ai^ 



FART L CRAFTBE Z. 

eembled to meet the enemy for part of two dajrs,— -and 
in this time they had nothing to eat. The place where 
theyassembled was on the side of a hill, not far from 
the JDebe ; and on this hiU Gaika sat when his men went 
on to the combat. S^Lhambi^s party had several gmiSy 
which annoyed Gaika's followers extremely, and made 
them in a short time give way. From the small number 
of assag^ais they carry, their conflicts are generally soon 
over ; though not unfrequently they meet in a bushv placet 
and continue skirmishing tor a great part of the day. 
But in this engagement there was a complete chase ; and 
S'Lhambi's party having a nwnber of horses, thev came 
up with the fugitives, and made a selection of those 
who had the greatest riches ; that is, those who had 
most beads and ornaments r these were slain — while 
others, from their apparent poverty, were suffered to 
escape. The> number killed was considerable ; and 
Gaika lost the whole of his old counsellors, with the 
exception of one. The victors did not continue the 
pursuit ; but Jalusha, the brother of S^Lhambi,who, from 
his position (residing between Gaika^s kraal and the Kat 
River), and his promise to su^)ort Gaika's party, had 
beeir restraiued from joining his brother, on seeing the 
defeat of .the former, immediately joined in plundering, 
and captured a gresit number of cattle between the 
Chumi and Keiskamma, belonging to Gaika's followers. 
*' Gaika, after this defeat, fled westward, near to the 
sources of the Kounap River, and with all possible speed 
made his situation known to the colonial authorities on 
the frontier. Shortly after, there was a strong force 
sent from the colony to chastise S'Lhambi and his ad- 
herents, which in a very short period captured a great 
number of cattle. Nine thousand were given to Gaika 
asia remuneration for the losses he had sustained, and 
more than that number were brought out to the colony. 
The confederate chiefs then turned all their fury against 
the colony ; and in a very short time the country be- 
tween the Fish River and the Zwaartkops was overrun 
by Kaffers, and several of the small military posts were 
obliged to be evacuated. The boors who inhabited the 
Zuurveldt fled, and removed their cattle to the westward 
of Uitenhage. - In these attacks the Kaffers showed a 
determined resolution to recover their cattle ; yet, al» 
though they killed many of the soldiers and colonists, 
they did not evince that bloodthirsty disposition that is 
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JBonmon to most baifoariaiis. When they cooM g(Bi 
away the cattle without heinff opposed, th^ naade bo 
attempt on the lives of the inhabitants."* 

Their next and last grand effort was made in Ike 
attack upon Graham's Town, before alluded to. Ta this 
daring step the clans were insti^ted chiefly by Bfa- 
kuma, who was a native of considerable intelligence, 
and ¥^ose astonishing influence over the minds of Ins 
credulous countrymen is even still manifest, in the 
homage ever3rwhere paid to his memory. This singu- 
lar man seejns to have possessed some knowledge oi 
religion; but as his pretensions and principles bore 
much ipore of the Mohammedan than of the Christian 
character, this will perhaps be the moet suitable idace 
to introduce a brief outline of his history. The foil6w- 
ing spirited account is extracted from Mr. Thomas 
Pnngie's Notes, appended to the volume of poems pub- 
lished by that gentleman some time ago : — 

" The counsels of the Kaffer chiefs were at this time 
(1818) directed by an extraordinary individual, generally 
known in the colony by the name of Lynx ; Imt whose 
native appellation was Makanna. He had been originally 
a Kaffer of low rank, destitute of property, and withont 
any pretension to nobility of lines^ ; but by his talents 
and address had gradually raised himself to distinction. 
Before the pesent war broke oi^, he was in the habit 
of frequently visiting the British head-quarters at Gra- 
ham's Town ; and had evinced an insatiable curiosity 
and an acute judgment on subjects both speculaUve and 
jnactical. With the military officers he talked of war. 
Off' of such of the mechanical arts as fell under his ob- 
servation ; but his great delight was to converse with 
Mr. Vanderlingen, the chaplain, to ehcit information in 
regard to the doctrines of Christianity ; and to puz^ 
him in return with metaphysical subtleties or mystical 
ravings. 

** Whether Makanna had acquired any correct views 
of the Christian system seems very doubtM ; but of his 
knowledge, such as it was, he made an extraordinary 
use. Combining what he had learned respecting the 
creation, the taA of man, the atonement, the resunec- 
lion, and other Christian doctrines, with some of the 
Superstitious traditions of his countrymen, and with hJA 

* ThoinpeotfsTn^T«lii,voLii,p.ail-a«ft. 



wild fancies, he iruned a sort of extraTagant reli* 
gious medley ; and, like another Mohammed, boldly an- 
nounced himself as a jHrophet and teacher dii^cUy 
inepiced from heayen. He endeavoured to toow aroniA 
his ebscm^ origin a cloud of mystery ; and impiously 
called himself * the brother of Chnst. '* In his usual de- 
meanour he assumed a reserved, solemn, and abstracted 
air, and kept himself apart from observation ; but in ad- 
dressing the people, who flocked in multitudes to hear 
him, he appeared to pour forth his soul in a flow of 
affecting and imi>ettious eloquence. The Rev. Mr. R., 
who visited him in Kafferland in 1816, describes his ap- 
pearance as exceedingly imposing, and his influence 
both over the chiefs and the common people as most 
extraordinary. He addressed the assembled multitudes 
with great effect ; inculcating a stricter morality, and 
boldly upbraiding the most powerful chiefs with their 
vices ; at other times, instructing them in Scripture his- 
tory, he adduced^ as a proof of the universal deluge, the 
existence of immense beds of sea-shells on the tops of 
the neighbouring mountains. To the missionaries he 
was apparently friendly, and urged them to fix their 
resideace in the country under his protection ; yet they 
were puzzled by his mysterious demeanour, and shock^ 
by his impious pretensions, and could only conclude 
that he was calculated to do much good or mischief, 
according as his influence might be ultimately em- 
pLoyed, 

^' B]^ degrees he gained a complete control over all 
the principal chiefs, with the exception of Gaika, who 
feaxed and avoided him. He was consulted on every 
matter of consequence, received numerous gifts, col- 
lected a large body of retainers, and was acknowledged 
as a warrior-chief as well as a prophet. His ulterior 
objects were never fully developed ; but it seems not 
improbable that he contemplated raising himself to the 
sovereignty as well as to the priesthood of his nation ; 
and proposed to himself the i>atriotic task (for though a 
religious impostor, he certainly was not destitute of 
high and generous aspirations) to elevate by degrees 

* I am credibly informed by an aged native, who was in the con* 
stant bmtMt of hearing him. that Makanna poeitiTely and uiiilNinly 
contended that Christ, of whom the boors and Hottantota apaka, WW 

not the Son of Ood. 

K3 
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liiB baibaroas countrymen, both politically and 
lectually, nearer to a level with the Europeans. 

'* But whatever were Makanna's more peaceful pro- 
jects, the unexpected invasion of the country by the 
Englrah troops, in 1818, diverted his enterprise into s 
new and more disastrous channel. The confederate 
chiefs, in turning their arms against €raika, thoqfi 
roused by their own immediate wrongs, IkmI acted at tk 
same time under their prophet's directions ; for it w» 
one of his objects to humble, if not to crush entirelf, 
that tyrannical and treacherous chief, who was the greit 
obstacle to his public, and perhaps personal, views of 
aggrandizement. With the English authorities he had 
assiduously cultivated terms of friendship ; and had not 
apparently anticipated any hostile collision with them 
on this occasion. But after Brereton's destructive in- 
road, by which Makanna's followers, in common with 
the other confederate clans, had suffered most craeUj, 
the whole soul of the warrior-prophet seems to have 
been bent upon revenging the aggressions of the Chris- 
tians, and emancipating his country from their arrogant 
control. He saw that this was not to be effected by 
mere marauding incurs|ions, such as had always hitherto 
characterized Kaifer warfare. The great difficulty was 
to concentrate the energies of his countrylnen, and 
dil*ect their desultory aims to more important objects ; 
and this he at length effected. 

" By his spirit-rousing eloquence, his pretended reve- 
lations from heaven, and his confident predictions of 
complete success, provided they implicitly followed his 
counsels, he persuaded the great majority of the Amax- 
osae clans (including some of Hinza's warriors) to unite 
their forces for a simultaneous attack upon Graham^s 
Town, the head-quarters of the British troops. He toM 
them that he was sent by Ufdanga^ the Great Spirit, to 
avenge their wrongs ; that he ha^ power to call up from 
the grave the spirits of their ancestors to assist them 
in battle against the white men, whom they should drive, 
before they stopped, across the Zwaartkops River, and 
into the ocean ; ' And then,' said the prophet, ' we itiSt 
sit down and eat honey.' Ignorant of our vast re- 
sources, Makanna probably conceived that, this once 
effected, the contest was over for ever with the usuip- | 
ing Europeans. 

** Having called out the chosen warriors from the Ta« 
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iKNto dans, Makanna muBtered his amy in the fmresta 
of the Great Fish River, and found himaelf at the head 
of (according to the best accounts) about nine thousand 
men. He then sent (in conformi^ with a custom held 
in repute amonff ,Kaffer heroes) a message of defiance 
to Colonel Wilshire, the British commandant, announ- 
cing * that he would breakfast with him next mfHming.* 
At the first break of dawn the warriors were arrayed 
for battle on the moimtains near Graham's Town ; and, 
before they were led on to the assault, were addresi^ 
by Makanna in an animating speech, in which he is said 
to have promised the aid of the spirits of earth and air 
to assist their cause, and to countervail the boasted 
prowess of the ' white men^s fire.* 

'* Thus excited, theynvere led on by their various 
chiefs, — but all under the general direction of. the pro- 
phet himself, and lus chief captain, Dushani, tiie son of 
S'Lhambi. The English were comidcitely astonished 
and taken by surprise ; and had the Kaffen advanced-by 
night, they could not have failed of captuiingthe (dace. 
AU was now bustle and confusion in the littto garrison^ 
which consisted of only about three hundred and fifty 
European troops and a small corps of disciplined Hot- 
tentots. The place had no regular defences, and the 
few fieldpieces which it possessed were not in perfect 
readiness. The Kafifers rushed on to the assault with 
their wild war-cries. They were .gallantly encountered 
by the troops, who poured upon them, as they advanced 
in dense disorderly masses, a destructive fire of mus- 
ketry, every shot of which was deadly, while their 
showers of assagais fell short or ine£fective. Still, how- 
ever,-they advanced couraigeously, the chiefi9 cheering 
them on almost to the musses of the British guns : and 
many of the foremost warriors were now seen breaking 
short their last assagai to render it a stabbing weapon, 
in order to rush in upon the troops, acc<Mrding to Ma- 
kanna's directions, and decide the battle in close com- 
bat. This was very different from their usual mode of 
bush-fighting ; but the suggestion of it evinces Makan- 
na's judgment-^for, if promptly and boldly acted upon, 
it could not have failed of^ success: the great IxKlily 
strength and agility of the Kaffers, as well as their vast 
superiority in numbers, would have gabled them to 
overpower the feeble garrison in a few minutes. 

^ At this critical moment, and while oUier parties of 
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ttM barb&riaiiB wore pashkiff on to assAjI the pisee it 
flank and rear, the old Hottentot captaih, Boezak, and 
his party rushed intrepidly forward to meet the enemy. 
1V> old Boezak most of Uie Kaffsr ckiefe and captain 
were personally known ; and he was familiar with their 
fierce appearance and furious shouts. Singling- out the 
boldest of those who, now in advance, were encour- 
aging their men to tiie final onset, BOezak and his fol- 
lowers levelled in a few minutes a number of the mort 
distinguished chiefs and warriors. Their onset viras for 
a moment checked. The British tro<^ cheered, and re- 
newed with alacrity their filing. At the same instant 
the fieldpieces, now brought to bear upon the thickest 
of the enemy, opened a most destructive fire of grape- 
shot. Some of the warriors madly rushpd forwwi and 
hurled their spears at the artillerymen ; but it was in 
vain. The front ranks were mown down like grass. 
Those behind recoiled; wild panic and irretrievable 
rout ensued. Makanna, after vainly attempting to rally 
them, accompanied their flight. They were pursued 
but a short way ; for the handful of cavalry durst not 
foUow them into the broken ravines where they speed- 
Hy precipitated their flight. Tlie slaughter was great 
for so brief a conflict. About one Uiousand four hun- 
dred Kaffer warribrs strewed the field of battle, and 
many more perished of ^eir wounds before they 
reached their own country." 

However dangerously a,Ka9Br may be wounded, he 
wiH never ,allow his body to fdll into the hands of the 
enemy if he can possibly avoid it. If he has but just 
strength sufficient to enable him to crawl off the field, 
be his agony what it may, he will invariably make his 
wav into the bush, or some other place of concealment, 
and there lie down and die, unseen, unheard, and unat- 
tended. Of this Mr. Barrow gives us a remarkable in- 
stance. " On our arrival," says that traveller,. ^* towards 
eveninff at Zwaartkops River, a number of ^e Kaffers 
were observed lurking among the thickets. Aboutmid- 
night the sentinel wluch we had placed by way of pre- 
caution, gave the alarm of an enemy. Upon this a ser- 
geant of the dragoons, observing somethmg more in 
&e dark, rushed mto the bushes, and, firing his pistol, 
Inroi^t a man to the ^reimd. It was a young well- 
looking Kaffer about six feet high. He made great 
efforts to remain on his feet ; but, weakened l^ the losa 
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ofbioodf he was •oon unable to stand without support. 
On exa m ining hiAiround, we found the ball had entered 
just below the ffioulder-blade and passed through the 
right breast With some difficulty we contrired to stop 
the henaorrhaM, and to bind up the wound, after wash- 
ing it well wiQi milk and water. From the distortions 
of countenance^ and the large drops of sweat that ran 
oyer his body, it was very evident ihai he suffered a 
violent degree of iiain: but he neither vented a s^hnor 
a groan, nor could he be prevailed upon to open his lips, 
although spoken to in his own language by a Hottentot 
interpreter. We caused him to be carried into a clean 
straw hut, and milk in a curdled state to be brought to 
him, but he refused it. At an early hour in the morn- 
ing I went to the hut to inquire after the patient^s health, 
but he was gone. The Coffray, or infidel, at the point 
of death, thought it safer to crawl ipto the woods than 
to remain in the hands of the Christians." 

After the failnre of their attack on Graham's Town 
the Kaffers were much disconcerted, and retreated in a 
abort time over the Fi^h River. In August, 1819, a 
great commando entered Kaffeiiand, and captured, in a 
short time, a vast number of cattle in the hamlets along 
the Fish River. The commando from the district of 
Graff Reinnet entered Kafferiand from Tariia, and came 
upon the inhabited part of the country near the sources 
of the Kat River ; but before their arrival in. that quar- 
ter, S'Lhambi had crossed the Keidcamma ; and Congo, 
who was near the mouth of the Fish River, with Ha- 
banna, after an interview with Major Fraser, was allowed 
to remain on the coast between the Fish and Keiskamma 
rivers. At the same time Makanna, finding he was de- 
clared an outlaw by the colonial government, and ordered 
to be taken dead or alive, surrendered himself to the 
landdrost of Graaff Reinnet, upon his life being guaran- 
tied. He was sent a prisoner to Robbiil Island, — a fate 
which he appears not to have anticipated ; and was soon 
afterward drowned in attempting to escape. Such, how- 
ever, are the notions of his countrjnpaen, that his most 
inveterate enemies will scarcely believe it possible for 
Makanna to be dead ; while otKers are of opinion that 
if he really is no more, the nave will not be ^le to re- 
tain him much longer, but that he will assuredly return 
to his own land asain. 

'< The commando proceeded to scour thi» Kaflbr coa»> 



IMO CArPRASUK RMBABCHI& 

try ; one party penetrating along the coast almiMl to 
the mouth of the Kae ; another alonff the moamtaini 
and woods near the sources of the Keiskamma and Buf- 
falo Rivers. The regular troops brought up the bag- 
gage, and acted as a guard for the captured cattle, be^ 
posted in the centre of the country. S'LhamM's fol- 
lowers, haying retreated to the Kae, afterward pro- 
ceeded up that riyer ; and though the pursuit was con- 
tinued by the commando of boors on horseback, tiiey 
were never able to come up with the main body of the 
natives. The foot soldiers proceeded slowly alon^ witk 
the wagons and artillery; and although the wiide 
country in their route was deserted by most of its is- 
habitants, except the women and cmldren, on several 
occasions numbers of these helpless creatures were ttboi, 
who, being unable to fly with tneir children, had taken 
shelter in the ravines and woods. The European troops, 
not bein^ able to distinguish them at first, from the men, 
fired indiscriminately ; which created great horror and 
indignation in the country. 

*' The number of cattlQ captured by this commando 
was very considerable, nearly thirty thousand ; and these 
mostly tsJ^en from S'liiambi's followers. They were 
distributed among such of the boors as had lost cattle 
by Kaffer depredations during the late disorders. Part 
were also sold to dettzy the expense of the commando. 

'* On the termination of hostilities, the commandant 
of the frontiers had an interview with Gaika, when it 
was settled that the> country between the Keiskalmnia 
and Fish Rivers was to be evacuated, and to remain 
neutral and unoccupied,' except by military posts." All 
the other chieftains deny that Gaika had any authority 
for making such an arrangement ; and hence it consti- 
tutes a subject of contention to this day. 
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toHinza's tribe^Wreck of the Ede— Chief and retinue-^ 
Threatened hostilitiee— UtefiibieM of pious interpretera— Circunr 
cised boys — Catechumens— Happy contrast— ihe king at churck 
— ^Aspect of congregation— Translation of the Lord's Prayer— 
— Peculiarities of the native tongue — Trying situation of the late 
Dr. Vanderkemp — ^Awful end of his persecutors— Licentiousness 
of chiefs — Ceremony over the sick— Interriew with Voosani— A 
Temboo bedroom— Arduousness of a Cafirarian mission— A Fen- 
^[oo sorcerer — ^Establishment <tf the Temboo mission— Commeioe 
mcreased. 

Determined if possible to extend our missionary 
sphere into Hinza's* territories, Messrs. Shaw, Shrews- 
bury, and I visited that chief in the month of December, 
1826 ; and although numerous obstacles seemed at first 
to lie in our path, we at length succeeded in establish- 
ing a mission with him also. Its commencement de- 
V(Hved upon Mr. Shrewsbury, who gave to the station 
the name of Butterworth, in memory of the late Joseph 
Butterworth, Esq., M.P., whose zeal in the cause of 
missions was weU known to the Christian Church. In 
1820 I was appointed to succeed Mr. Shrewsbury on 
that station, which afforded me additional opportuni- 
ties for acquiring information respecting the tribes in- 
habiting the upper part of the coast. This will perhaps 
be best communicated in a series of extracts from my 
Journal, which will likewise set forth various other cir- 
cumstances connected with the missionary's hfe in Caf- 
fraria: — 

Butterworth is about forty miles inland ; and one hun- 
dred and twenty, at least, from the colonial boundary. 
The names of the different rivers to the eastward of this 

* Although king of Caffraria, he bears no title, nor any name but 
wat given to him at his birth ; as in patriarchal times, surnames are 
ben wholly unknown. 
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point are purely Kaffer; whereas those to the west' 
ward are almost all distinguished by terms of Hott^tot 
origin. TMs fact renders it more than probable, that 
the different divisions of the Hottentot tribe were, at 
one period or other, scattered over the face of the coos- 
try as far as the Kae, at least. Indeed numbers of tiii> 
class are still everywhere met with among the Kaffen; 
who, however, generally look down upon them witht 
degree of contempt. 

The territory of Hinza eastward extends as far astbr 
Bashee, or St. John^s River ; near which the FrencJt 
ship Eole was cast ashore in the early part of 1829. Ii 
consideration of the humane attention of his people to 
the unfortunate sufferers who escaped from the wreck 
of that vessel, his excellency the governor. Sir Lowy 
Cole, very laudably presented both him and them with 
a number of useful articles, as a reward of their ser- 
vices, and as a stimulus to effort in similar cases ot 
emergency. These, consisting of wearing a^;>arel, 
blankets, hatchets, iron cooking-pots, and beads, Ac, 
were committed to my care ; and the chief, together 
with other parties concerned, having been apprised of 
this, a numerous assemblage took place at the mission 
village on Wednesday, the 7th of April (1830), to wit- 
ness their presentation. Nearly forty of the chief coun- 
sellors were in his train, and served as a kind of body 
ffuard. With the exception of their long beast-skins, 
loosely thrown over the shoulders, all were naked*, and 
many of them as ugly and filthy as grease and red oclire 
could make them. No man brought his spear withliiin 
on this occasion ; the only weapon (if such it might be 
called) carried by any of them was. the itong^a or fencing 
stick, which is more frequently used as a staff than for 
any other purpose. All came up in due form, until tiie 
procession arrived in front of the mission-house, where 
they sat down in a circle, and thus remained until I 
went and saluted their master. A marked respect was 
paid to him by all around, and numbers servilely cringed 
m his presence. Every stranger who happened to pass 
by gave him the salute of honour as they approached; 
to which, however, custom seemed to require no replf 
on his part. 

After communicatmg the message of his exceUencft 
along with the presents he had sent, I proceeded tocS 
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Ms mttention to a sidject of still greater importa]ice» 
namely, the existing misuiiderstandiiiff between him- 
self aiid Voosani, the Tembu chief, which appeared likely 
to prove an occasion of war and much bloodshed. I de- 
sired to know whether the gathering cloud could not be 
averted, and a reconciliation brought about, so that 
peace mi^t be preserved in the land. My worthy pre- 
decessor had likewise sent him a message to the same 
efifcbct ; hence our joint remonstrance seemed for the mo- 
ment to fetter him. Nevertheless, aided by his privy 
coTinaellors, who sat on each side of him, and by whis- 
pering acted as a kind of prompters, he jsoon contrived 
an answer, and most slvrewdly evaded the force of aU 
that vre had said. 

^' It is true," said he, ** that a fire is kindling ; that two 
great men are quarrelling ; that Hinza and Yopsani are 
angry with each other. But it is not true that Hinza is 
seeking a-quarrel ; that he delights in going to war with 
his neigiibour, or in destroying his neighbour's men. 
The Abafuniis (teachers) must this day know, and the 
governor must this day know, that my neighbour is my 
enemy; that he has stolen from me great numbers of 
cattle ; and that within the last two or three weeks he 
has killed thirteen of my warriors, besides two boys that 
were tending the herds. I thank you for your counsel ; 
I shall not go to battle without previously infor^iing ^ou. 
But be not surprised if these bloody things some time 
or other fill a man with rage : wonder not if you hear 
one day of a great man rising in his wrath to do terri- 
ble things !" 

His council, and indeed the whole assembly, were all 
attention while he thus spoke. I then explained, and 
ioforyned him, that while, on the one hand, we were Yxy 
no means desirous of interfering with any political mat- 
ter^ or public measure concerning the nation, on the 
other, we were bound, as ministers of Christ, in every 
possible way to promote '* peace on earth and good-will 
among men/' And having perceived that a flame was 
rising, we were anxious to quench it, lest the people 
around us should be thereby consumed. These discus- 
sions continued from about 1 o'clock P.M., until a little 
before sun set, when he left us in the most friendly man- 
ner. Just as the palaver ended, Mrs. Kay had tea in 
readiness : hence I invited him to take a cup with us; 
but this he feared to dOi as his magical physidans had 
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told hipd that his late sickness had ori^nated in 
thing which he had eaten with the white people at Ht ^ 
mission village. " The su^ar," said he, " I knowts he 
sweet ; and the tea doubtless good, seeing that you 
drink it : but they say Hinza must eat alone.'' 

Saturday lOth. — Four of the warriors were this morn- 
ing sent to communicate yery serious intelligenoe: 
Another of their comrades and two lads had been bai- 
barously slain by a predatory band belonging to the 
neighbouring tribe. One of the sufferers howe?cr, 
although mortally wounded, survived until the foUowiog 
morning, when his companions went to fetch him home. 
He had secreted himself in the forest during the night, 
and on their arrival was but just alive. Scarcely bid 
they got him upon the back of the animal taken to C2177 
him, oefore the " relentless foe" rushed forth from 
another part of the wood, and obliged them instantly to 
flee. The poor dying lad was now precipitated to the 
ground, and left to perish : the enemy soon afterward 
came up, and mercilessly mangled him in a maimer too 
shocking to describe. 

All this was related with as much seriousness, as if 
they were really and greatly distressed by the loss of 
those that had fallen ; whereas, their main object eti- 
dently was to convince me of the absolute necessity «f 
a general war ; and that, because a few of their num- 
ber had been killed, hundreds of their opponents ought 
to be slain. It now therefore became indubitabte that 
our remonstrances had, at least, proved a means of 
checking their sanguinary designs. 

Tuesday, 13fA.— It is not less pleasing than enicour- 
^ng to observe, that those of our interpreters who aie 
truly converted to God, are frequently found boMly, 
though unostentatiously, addressing the multitudes opOD 
divine subjects, and fearlessly answering the objections 
that are urged by gainsayers against the gospel. The 
substance of our sermons being by them famiUarly reit- 
erated amid the different groups around, the seed of 
truth is much mojre extensively spread abroad, thaneren 
the missionary himself may be ready to imagine. 

One of them this morning walked over to the chieTs 
residence, which is about a mile from the mission-'bon^ 
and there met with a conmderable number of the Abbs- 
pakati, or great men, gathered together, He inunedi- 
ately began to intenogate them respecting the reaiOP^ 
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why tliev kept at snch a distance from the mission Til- 
lage, ana w^e so seldom seen in God^s house on a Si^ 
bath-day. Some pleaded in excuse their ignorance 6f 
the day on which the Sabbath fell; others, the distance 
at i^liich they resided ; and a third class i^ainly and 
candidly confessed that they saw nothing which was 
either profitable or desirable in any of our services. 
" Tlie great word," said one, " is calculated to lessen 
our pleasures, and diminish the number of our wives i 
to tnis we can never consent." When, by a simple 
statement of facts, which at once demonstrated the m- 
jurious tendency and beastly character of their polyg- 
amous custom he had in a great measure refuted their 
arguments on this head, they shifted their objections to 
othe» gn^ounds. A grand stratagem of the wicked one 
noTT discovered itself; and it became fully manifest that 
many of these deluded men were deterred firom coming 
near us by a dread of sickness and death. 

Several of the Caffrarian chiefs who had long been 
less or more in habits of intercourse with Europeans, 
having recently dropi)ed off, a notion has become gene- 
rally prevalent that it was their intimacy with white 
men which had, in sbme unknown manner, rendered 
them thus subject to the sway of death. In attacking 
this ** strong-hold" of superstition, our Christian warrior 
had recourse to very simple arguments. '* First," said 
he, " if intercourse wHh white men be the cause of 
sickness and death, how comes it to i^ass that we, who 
live with them, eat with them, talk with them, and labour 
for them daily, do not all die ? And, secondly, how 
happens it that both chiefs and people, young as well as 
old, who have alwa3rs lived at a distance, and never had 
any intercourse with them whatever, not only iall sick» 
but die too ? Where are our great chiefs Palo, Kahabi, 
and Khautal Did they live for evert" These quee.- 
tions completely silenced them ; and after pausing for 
some time, one of them arose and frankly acknowledged 
their ignorance, sa3ang, ** Utixo (Crod) hfith given the 
great book to the whites ; but not to the blacl^ : there- 
fore are we this day so foolish." 

Friday, 23^. — li\ the course of the forenoon we were 
visited by the Amakwata. All came riding upon large 
calves and pack-oxen, which they manage with aston^ 
ishing dexterity. Having am)roached within a certaia 
distance of the vilkige, they dismounted| and sat doiA 
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on the tide of the o][>po8ite hill, where they remaiaii 
for several hours. Altogether tkey formed a most gro- 
tesque group, every one being danbed, according to cus- 
toqn, with white clay from head to foot. This seems to 
constitute the visible sign of their uncleanness, and is a 
practice connected with the rite of circumcision, which 
obtains among the Boochuana tribes also. 

It was now three months since the painful operatioa 
of '' cutting off their foreskins" was performed ; and, 
agreeably to esti^shed usage, they were regarded as 
standing without the jpale of society. None of then 
were allowed to enter any house or hamlet^ exceptiiy 
the one erected for them, during the whole term of their 
novitiate. This is usually determined by the appear- 
ance of the great northern constellation IziUmeloj or 
Pleiades ; Uxc which the poor lads were beginning to 
look as anxiously as the Mohammedan doe^ for the new 
moon, which termiiiates the fast of Ramadan. Thej 
were all very fine youths, about twenty in number: the 
eldest appeared to be seventeen or eighteen years of 
age, and the youngest about twelve. The principal boy 
in the train was a chiefs son, and the king's nephew. 
Their having been circumcised along with this memb^ 
of Csesar's family will constitute the boast of his com- 
paiuons in future years. All dwelt together during the 
period of their novitiate, alid were attended only by the 
person who performed the operation. He had the sole 
charge of them, and was required to dress their wounds, 
prepare their food, and direct their amusements, which 
were chiefly of a g]rmnastic and warlike character. On 
being restored to society again, their temporary dwell- 
ing must be immediately burnt, their bodies washed with 
pure water, and afterward anointed with some kind of 
uhctuous matter. New garments are then put upon 
them, and each is presented with spears by his friends, 
or by the chief, who henceforth ranks them among the 
number of his warriors. 

In the evening we held our weekly prayer-meetinfi 
at which a goodly number of the natives attended. 
Three of them prayed most earnestly for the conver- 
sion of their ruler, and that he might soon become an 
example of holiness to his people. 

May 4th. — I met the catechumens, whose earnest de- 
sire for salvation was evinced in the strongest and most 
encouraging manner. Had any been here jnreseiit who 
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at an doubtfiil as to the mind of a black being sos. 
ceptible of the power of dirine srace or of the enlight- 
ening inffluences of the Spirit of God, I doubt not bat 
they would have stood confounded, if not conrinced. 
" I am like a withered tree," said a tottering old woman, 
*' which Utixo enkulu might justly have cut down, and 
cast into the fire ; for my sins are both great and many." 
A young Fengoo, who had been driven from his native 
country by the wars and .commotions of the northern 
tribes, and who now discovered the gracious hand of 
Providence which had been over him in a remarkable 
manner, while in the desert, gave utterance to his feel- 
ings by strong cries and tears. He was naturally of a 
very intrepid and independent spirit ; but, when engaged 
in the worship of God, his hon-like fierceness seemed 
gradually to melt down into the mildness of a lamb« 
After closing the meeting, I retired to my study, and 
there sat musing until a late hour. While thus occupied, 
somuls and circumstances of a very different character 
again and again arrested my attention. The night was 
exceedingly csdm ; the stars, with their usual brightness, 
glittered in the firmament; and every thing around me 
wore the aspect of perfect serenity. But amid this 
pleasinc^ stilmess, so favourable to contemplation, I 
neaird a voice, yea, voices ; and these were tne voices 
of a few poor blacks, who, after chattinfi^ around their 
evening &res in the huts hard by, were dosing the day 
with hymns of praise and umted prajrer to Heaven. 
One of the verses which they sang, and which they 
again and again repeated, was the foUowing :— 

" H Oeloof bemint Han, en beschmuft, 

Zijn marbling, doodj enpijn ; 
Die zaak wordt one tUXnt oud nock hmdf 
Tot dot vdj bij Hem z^** 

TRANSLATION. 

** Faith loves the Saviour, and beholds 
His martyidom aod pain; 
The sight uiall ne'er be old nor cold, 
Untuwe with him reign.** 

At the very moment, however, when these were thus 
engaged, the pagan inhabitants 6f a nei||hbouring ham- 
let were performmg one of thenr heathenish ceremonies, 
wad makmg the surrounding vaUejrs echo with their 
melancholy hvdUu. 
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Sahtrdtnff 16<A.-^Hinia came to see us this afteniogB; 
anrd obsenring some of the women busy thrashing, he 
entreated that we would give him a basket of com fax 
supper. To conyince me that he was exceedin^yhim- 
gry, he contracted himself, and affected to say that his 
stomach was perfectly empty. This Kaffer monarch ii 
no more ashamed importunately to beg than the lores: 
mendicant in the streets of London. Just as he csbk 
up several of the natives were about receiving their 
wages for work done during the week ; but every oae 
literally trembled at the thought of my producing any 
thing in his presence, lest he should cast an envious eyt 
upon their eamings> and deprive them pf the wbolt. 
Not, indeed, that he would forcibly seize them ; but, 
such is his power and their thraldom, that whatever be 
might request they would scarcely dare to refuse. 

Sunday^ 16^.**-According to his promise yesterday 
afternoon, the king attended divine service to-day, ac- 
companied by several of his warriors ; but it was eyi- 
dently an irksome task both to him and them. He 
evinced considerable uneasiness while the command- 
ments were read, and more especially when I came 
to the sixth, seventh, and tenth, which strike at the v^ 
root of mahy of their abominable practices. To him 
prayer was manifestly a strange work ; and^ like that of 
most of the noble and mighty of other lands, his spirit 
was too haughty to admit of his bending the knee before 
God. Hence he kept his seat, although almost all around 
him knelt. Such indifference in him is not indeed vei^ 
surprising, seeing that he is utterly ignorant of the Di- 
vine Majesty ; but what shall we say of those who have 
the revelation of truth in their hands, who have been in 
the habit of attending a place of worship from their in- 
fancy, and who nevertheless constantly approach the 
Most High in a manner equally irreverent and hea- 
thenish ! 

The appearance of our Sabbath-day congregations tf 
both novel and interesting. With the exception of s 
few individuals who have obtained European apparel, 
all appear in their native costume. Upon entering the 
chapel, however, every one wraps his mantle closely 
round him, so as to appear as decent as possible. Hie 
men take their places on one sid6 of the room, and the 
womein on the other, while the children fill up the aisles 
and spaces between. All being seated, either upon loff 
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benches or mats, laid on tl^e floor, we nsuafiy commence 
with a hymn ; every two lines of which the whole con- 
gregation repeats aiter the preacher, previously to^theur 
bein^ sung. The words being thus impressed upon 
their minds, the majority soon become able to repeat 
the whole from memory ; and this delightful part of the 
service is rendered still more so by the sight of old men 
and children endeavouring to join in the sacred song. 
All eyes are upon us, and every one strives to imitate 
the movements of our lips. 

Singing being ended, the people kneel down, and, 
with their faces on the ground, observe the strictest 
silence during the time of prayer. Our Lord^s Prayer 
having been translated into Kaffer, we generally make 
a point of using it on all public occasions, so that many 
of the natives themselves, from frequently hearing it, 
have committed it to memory, and may often be heard 
repeating it in their houses. A copy of the translation 
m^ here> serve ks a specimen of the language : — 

tfhawo wetu osezutwini, malidunyiswe igama lako. Ubw 
hdu bohukosi hako mabuze. TJbunyameko hako mabubeka 
ezwent apa, kubendzhinga sezulwinu Sipe isonka setts 
semihla gemihla* Sixolde ezpnweni zetu^ dzhingabo siba^- 
oUleyo ezonweni zabo kuti. Ungasisi entwn bezweni^ 
usikulttle emcipikweni; ukuba ubuHndu bohukosi bubobako^ 
namanhla angawako, noJmncwalisa babckoy bungunapakade. 
Amen. 

After prayer the decalogue is read every Sunday 
morning, and all present repeat the responses. To hear 
an assembly of hsdf-naked pagans, whose ears the sound 
of Jehovah's name has but just reached, cr3ring with one 
voice, O Inkosi enkulu; sinika ufefe Iwako pezukwetu; 
jika inkliziyo zetu, ukt^a sicine lomtetu ("Lord, have 
mercy upon us, and incline our heiarts to keep this law'')^ 
is much more affecting than can be described. Som^ 
passage of Scripture is then explained in as simple a 
manner as possible, and the service concluded, as it was 
began, with singing and prayer. 

Upon leaving the house of God, it is their invariable 
practibe immediately to retire as if for the purpose of 
ejacnlatory prayer. This custom appears to have been 
enjoined upon them by Makanna, whose extraordinary 
career we have already noticed ; and its influence is 
such that the most rude and untractable now conform to 
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it It is easy, howerer, to distinguish between thou 
that mock and those that pray. While the foima 
irreyerently throw themselves down in groups within « 
few yards of the door, and sometimes jestingly tsk 
" Where is God ? when shall we see him 1" &c.,tiif 
latter hide themselves among the trees, in the recesses 
of the rock, or in the depths of the ravine, and froB 
thence cry, in the simple language of one of tbot 
hjnmns,— 

VvU imklmjfo retu, Open thou our hearts, 

Kanyiaa amehlo 4tu ; Enlighten thou our eyes ; 

Sipe vf^t Qkthdu ; Give U9, Lord, thy iaTour, 

Funqula izono zetu. And take our sins away. 

From the above specimens the reader will be enaUdf 
to judge of the general aspect and sound of the Kaffa 
tongue, which '* appears to be the remnant of something 
far beyond that of a savage nation. In the enunciation 
it is soft, fluent, and harmonious ; it has neither Ibe 
monotonous mouthing of the savage, nor the nasal and 
guttural sounds that prevail in almost all the Europeaoi 
tongues. It is as different from that of the Hottentot 
as the latter is from the English. It is singular enough 
that both the one and the other should have obtained a 
name that never belonged to them. The word Eaffer 
could not be pronounced by one of this nation, having no 
sound of the letter R in his language. A Koffray among 
the Indians is an infidel, a pagan; and was a generu 
name applied by the earlier voyagers to those people, in 
whom thev did not perceive any features of a particidar 
reUgion ; but the origin of the name Hottentot seems 
not yet to have been ascertained."* 

Although, like most other barbarous dialects, limited 
in its rangOj it is nevertheless exceedingly ductile, ao^ 
capable of mnumerable inflections, and new combina- 
tions : in this respect it resembles the classic rather than 
our modem European tongues. The following example 
of the conjugation of a verb may perhaps give a better 
idea of its character than a mere list of words or phnses 
would do:— 

* Barrow's Tntels, voL i p. ITS. 
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UkuUza, to call. 
PRESENT. 

8IN6irL4R. PLVSAL. 

1 TKuKvo, I eaU. iSiiaMMH We caU. 

2 Uo&tzo, Thoa callest JVaattw, Yt calL 

3 £a6tM, fie calls. PuikMy Thej caU. 

IMPERFECT. 

1 DiftefKiiMM, I called. <S)i»eMU»» We called. 

2 CT&mmAkbo, Thoa cailedft Ae6«M6»x«» Ye called. 

3 J5&ene6«2a, He called. PebepebizOf They called. 

PERFECT. 

I DabamdabUsaJ harecalled. SabeMbha^ We haTecatled. 
3 l7iMUi6»c, Thou haat called. Na h mm b i a m , Ye hare calied. 
3 Jgqfcwa&tTflt He hat called. P«6^pa6uM^ Tliej haTecalled. 

PLUPERFECT. 

1 DOMMlaUw, I had called. SiftMaUEs, We had called. 

2 PfawflfttTfi, Thou hadat called. iVefcaiMMw, Ye had called. 

3 EheMrn, He had called. PaAapa6tMk They had caUed^ 

FUTURE. 

1 IMtsaylahaUorwiUcalL iSofttzo, We ahaU ealL 

2 ITciica, Thou Shalt caU. AoMm, Ye shall call. 

3 .E06CM, He shaU call Pofttro, They shall call 

POTENTIAL. 

1 Dmgabizatlfmaj, can, ormighC SmgabiMj We may, can, or nif^ 

call. ealL 

2 Ungabiza, Thoa mayst, dec, iVaN^aMm, Ye may, can, or migii 

<»11. calL 

3 Bngabixa, He may, &c. call PangabiaM^ They may, dec. call 

nCPERATIYE. 

1 MandOizmJjet me call. MaaSbisMj Let ns calL 

2 Maubizoj Ik) thou caU. irafii6ttii, Do ye call. 

3 Jirae6t2a, Let him calL Jfa6i6tM, Let them call 

PASSIVE FORM. 

1 2>h&t2iM,Iamcalled. iSb&tswe, We are called. 

2 Ubitwet Thou art called. Nebizwe, Ye are called. 

3 Bbixwe, He is called. Pabixwe, They are called. 

By affixing the syllable na, a verb is put into the inters 
rogative ; as DUnzena, ** Do I call t" And the following 
is the form in which it assumes the negate, viz. :— 

PRESENT. PERFECT. 

AiMfiitza, I call not. Andibitmga, I hare not callad. 
.iAu&tsa, Thou callest not 

Afibiza, We call not. PASSIVE. 

JVMt6t»i,YecaUnot ilfi«itsw«««,Iwa8notoa]lid. 
PdkoMnH They call not. 
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Corresponding with the first letter or syllable of its 
nominative, a verb receive^ a prefix : as Hamba, to go ; 
Untana uahamhay the child goes ; Indodo ihambay the man 
goes ; Ihaski iahamba, the horse goes ; Ikobo iheanba^ the 
ox goes ; Zinkoho ziahamba, the oxen go, &c. 
Adjectives and adverbs in general undergo the same 

, variations, partaking of the prefixes of the substantives 
conjoined with them. The nouns have also diminutives 

'i analogous to the je in Dutch : as indodo^ a man ; indodona, 

' a little man.* 

There is, however, one remarkable peculiarity in the 
language, which renders it difficult of acquirement by 
Europeans ; and which, as my worthy brother mission- 
ary Mr. Boyce observes, may be termed " the euphamc 
or aUiterdl concord. One principal word in a sentence 
governs the initial letters or syllables of the other 
words ; this is independent of any grammatical concord 
or variety of inflexion : thus, in speaking the language, 
the following points must be ascertain^, in oider to 
ensure correctness. First, the principal or governing 
word in a sentence ; secondly, the principal letter in 
that word, to the sound of wmch the initial letters, or 
syllables, of the other words must be assimilated; 
thirdly, the changes which must be made in the initial 
letters or syllables of the word which is governed by 
this euphonic concord ; and, fourthly, the words which 
remain uninfluenced by this euphonic concord. Chil- 
dren brought up in the country, and who learn the lan- 
guage as their mother-tongue, will, of course, become 
perfectly acquainted with it ; and such, when grownup, 
if pious and devoted to the work, will undoubtedly make 
the most efficient schoolmasters, translators, and mis- 
sionaries." 
As already remarked^ until modem intercourse witii 

. Europeans was opened^ the natives of this part of Africa 
had never seen or heard of such a thing as a book, nor 
had any idea of a written character. This is a difllculty 
which even the apostles had not to encounter ; or, at 
least, not to an equal extent. When P^ul had planted 
infant Christian churches, his inspired epistles j^rtially 
supplied the lack of constant pastoral superintendence; 
and the Old Testament and the gospels being already in 

♦See Thompson's Travels, p. 366, 367, vol. i.; and likewiit 
Lichtonstein's Remarks in the Appendix to his Travels. 
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circtdatibn in a ton^e very generally understood by 
titose to whom he ministered, they were daily nourished 
up in good doctrine, by reading for tiiemseWes the word 
c^ eternal life. And, at the present day, in the East 
almost all nations have their literature; and native 
translators can be found. In Northern Africa also, the 
religion of the false prophet has preserved something 
of an acquaintance with a written language : but here 
the nations have no record of their rehgion, or super- 
stitions, or laws, or customs, or history. Their sole 
knowledge is traditionary knowledge. Every book is 
alike to them a sealed book. 

The difficulty of translating the Scriptures under such 
circumstances can hardly be exhibited in too strong a 
light. It is labour indeed. A missionary sits down 
with his interpreter, who cannot read a single line of 
the Word of God in any language; and perhaps his 
knowledge of divine things is very imperfect, and some 
of his notions erroneous. He opens the sacred volume, 
and has to translate that, in the first instance, into bar- 
barous Dutch, that his interpreter may comprehend its 
meaning ; and then his interpreter tells him how that 
barbarous Dutch ought to be worded in the Kafifer lan- 
guage. And thus, every verse being a double transla- 
tion, not only is the progress exceedingly slow, but, it 
may be, in several instances, after all care and caution 
have been employed, the genuine sense is not given, or 
in only a very imperfect manner. With this tnmslation 
the missionary stands up to read a portion of the Word 
of God ; for his inteipreter cannot read it ; anid here a 
defect in the pronunciation of words, entirely dissimilar 
in their sound to any in his own language, occasions a 
further deterioration of his labours ; so that, after all, 
only some parts of what he has accomplished are under- 
stood by the people. 

Monday, 24tk. — ^The mission stations in Ca£fraria lite- 
rally constitute folds, surrounded by evil spirits as well 
as by beasts of prey ; and all that rally round our 
standard are like so many sheep gathered together out 
of the wilderness. Within the last few days several 
have been added to our numbers ; among whom is one 
whose case is worthy of particular notice. She is an 
aged Hottentot, who was baptized by the late Mir. Van- 
derkemp about thirty years a^o. During the short time 
spent by that devoted missionary among the Ka£for 
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tr9>es, h« taught her and two or three oliier femaled 
knowledge of letters. This she afterward improvedM 
assiduous application, so that she was at lengtii enaUei 
to read the sacred Scriptures; a copy of i^hich,pr» 
•ented by her venerable tutor, she stiu retains to tlB 
▼ery day. Although from that time to this she bad 
never enjoyed the privilege of sitting under a Chrifltia 
ministry, it would, nevertheless, ai^>ear that she ew 
retained a sense oC religion, and a very strong attach- 
ment to her Bible. On hearing of the establishmeil 
of Butterworth, she anxiously strove to get her heatheii> 
ish husband (Lochenberg) into the mind for removing te 
the mission village, that she might once more hear G» 

gospel, and get her poor chiWen instructed. Bat to 
lis he womd never consent, well knowing' that hii 
deeds were of siych a character as would not bear ii» 
bght. The measure of his iniquity, however, betpg M, 
l£e hand <^ violence was permitted to remove him out 
of the way some months ago ; and the shocking circHOh 
stances connected with his death constitute a strikiig 
commmit upon that 'passage of holy writ, " Consid«r 
this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, ani 
there be none to deliver." 

He was one of the Dutch fanners who fled from tire 
ci^ony about the time when Mr. Vande/kemp was en- 
deavouring to commence his mission. Professing- great 
regard for the latter on account of his mimsterial char- 
acter, these fugitives flocked around him, moved whei 
he moved, and encamped where he encamped. Tbey 
had not been with him long, however, before his faith- 
fulness aroused determined enmity; and they secret^ 
•trove to injure him in every |)06siMe way. Althoup 
some of them had ^iken native wives, and all bek 
obliged to take refuge in the territories of the natives, 
their deep-rooted prejudices against the latter still con- 
tinued, insomuch that Mr. Vanderkemp's preaching to 
them rendered him contemptible in their eyes. "When- 
ever they saw him," said old Saartje, " go into the budi 
for prayer or meditation, one or other of the Christi 
mensche (Christians) immediatelv ran into his tent to 
steal. His chests were frequently broken open, andhii 
tnoney taken away, until at last he had scarcely diMejeei 
(pence) sufficient to carry him back to the colony." 

It does not appear that any one of this party died i 
liAtiural death. " Faber," said my informant, who wai 
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wVL acquainted with all the circumstances, " was after? 
ward hong in the colony as a rebeL Buis wandered 
about among the tribes, rourdering and plundering, until 
he liimaelf was murdered. Botha was killed by the 
Kaffers, at the instigation of his companion. The hut 
in -wliich Bezuidei^ioud slept was one night fired by the 
natives, and be was burnt to death. The Irishman (a 
deserter connected wiUi the band), together with one 
of his children, was also burnt to ashes while asleep^ 
by one of the native women with whom he had Uved r 
and, as already intimated, Lochenberg himself, " whom 
vengeance suffered not to live," was literaUycut to 
pieces by the Amakwabi about the middle of 1829. 

Monday^ ZlsU — We were visited by Boohoo, the king's 
brother, accompanied by Hinza himself. In the course 
of conversation, I represented to the former the evil 
consequoices that were likely to result from the preda- 
tory system still persisted in by certain parties' of his 
people, who had been committing very serious depre- 
dations upon the frontier colonists. Agreeably to my 
reqnest, he promised to warn them of their danger, and 
to take «icn steps as might tend to prevent similar 
deeds in future, so that peace might he preserved in 
the land. 

Some weeks previously this chieftain sent to inform 
me that he was very unwell, and about calling in one 
of the wise women, to ascertain the cause of his sick- 
ness. I how therefore reminded him of the circum- 
stance, being anxiovis to expose the vanity of their su- 
perstitious confidence in those l3ring pretenders, and to 
covmncehim that the effectual removal of affliction 
ooald cmly be ensured by means to which the Almighty 
-would vouchsafe his blessing. While I eiq>atiated on the 
necessity of pra3rer, their need of the enlightening in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, the uncertainty of life, and 
the 8<^«Danities of judgment, the king (who stood by all 
^le time) sneered, and walked off. Observing this, the 
interpreter, who was only one of our occasional hear-r 
en, was greatly intimidated, as he expected that Hinza 
would, in some way or other, make him the object of 
his fury, on account of the plainness of my sermon. 
So far did his fears gain the ascendency, that he was 
not able to proceed ; hence I was necessitated to call 
upon smother individual to liable me to conclude. A 
female mraqj^t of society, who fortunately h^pened 
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to be standing in the crowd, cheerfuUj came for 
and nobly supplied his [dace. When I had concl 
Boohoo desired me to present him with somettung^' 
that his '' wives might see that he had been with a^ 
friend." 

June \sU — ^While riding past Hinza's residence to-^dif, 
a number of young girls came running oat of the differeB^ 
huts, crying, Basala, basala, "A present, a present!" 
Shocking to relate, many of these poor children aa 
sooner attain the age of puberty than they are draggetf 
to the chiers hamlet, and there- kept for purposes tte 
most yile. Facts of this description clearhr set foitii 
the dreadful corruption of manners, and fully account 
fbr that determined opposition to the gospel which is, 
in one form or another, generally evinced in the h^ 
places of the earth. 

Wednesdai/,2d. — The door was opened into the teni- 
tories of the Amatembu, whose chief had frequently been 
consulted upon the subject of missions, but to little if no 
purpose. He was visited by Messrs. Bjrownlee and 
Rennie, of the London and Glasgow Missionary Socw- 
ties, nine or ten years ago ; by Messrs. Shaw and Whit- 
worthy in 1824 ; and by several others since that period: 
but his replies to the m^ question were generally 
somewhat evasive and unsatisfactory. The establish- 
ment of a station, however, among his peojde having: 
been again proposed, he fully and unbesitatingly acceded 
thereto, on the 17th of April last. We were led to aa- 
ticipate this decision from various circumstances wbich 
occurred two or three months previously; and hence 
our excellent fellow-labourer Mr. Haddy was already 
^pointed to the work, and had encamped within aboat 
a day's journey of his residence. 

Being requested to accompany him to the scene of hi^ 
labours, I joined his encampment the night before last; 
and we yesterday travelled northward across a fine tract 
of country, which had been in a great measure vacated, 
in consequence of the elected war between Hinzaand 
Yoosani. Early in the evejiing we arrived at one of the 
Temboo villages, and there remained during the nigfat. 
The inhabitants received us rather coolly ; but on learn- 
ing who we were, their conduct assumed an entirely 
different character. Having kindled our fires, and they 
having completed their evening's work among the herds, 
idl were assembled for divine service. A hynm was titM 
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8iing>, mid after prayer Mr. Haddy delivered a short and 
appropriate sermon. Perfect solence reigned in the 
desert around, and the moon shone delightfully bright 
above, while we led this sable group to the contemidation 
of divine things. Soon after the people dia^rsed, their 
captain presented us with a fat cow for slaughter. This 
was a voluntary act of kindness ; for which, however, 
the donor expected to receive an equivsdent, such 
reciprocity of friendly tokens being, as we have before 
remarked, the customary mode of forming attachments, 
and establishing friendly connexions ^oughout the 
whole of Caffraria. 

The niffht was exceedingly cold, which rendered me 
glad to tsS^e refuge in one of their huts, although by no 
means a very pleasant bed-chamber. Its diameter was 
about ten feet, and besides myself, companion, and a ^og 
or two, there were no lees than eight Kaffers laid in di£ 
ferent positions on the floor. At our feet, and in the 
eentre, we had a good large fire, which was kept bmrn- 
ing during the whole of the night. Had there been no 
other company, the place womd have been tolerable ; 
but, to say nothing of swarms of mice, vermin of various 
descriptions ever and anon disturbed our lumbers, and 
made us frequently long for morning. 

Just as day dawned my curiosity was excited by 
sounds of a very doleful kind. 1 therefore onquired 
respecting the probable cause ; but, although evidently 
weU acqusdnted therewith, m3r companions were alto- 
gether unwilling to describe it. At length an aged 
female, whose headdress was in an unusually di^ev<» 
elled state, and whose mien was that of sorrow* 
came and looked in at the door-way of our hut. On 
asking what was meant by the strange song we heard, 
she unhesitatingly stated that it was occasioned by the 
sickness of one of the women. Hearing this I arose, 
and, taking the interpreter wtth me, repaired to the 
house of mourning. It was crowded with native females, 
who, seated on the floor, were engaged in singing a most 
melancho^ air. In time to this, all moved gently back- 
ward wid forward, each keeping up an easy clappuip^ of 
the hands. It is somewhat remarkable that this antique 
custom of ohq[>ping the hands, of which the Scriptures 
make frequent mention, in connexion with the different 
festivsds of the ancients, should form so prominiBnt a 
fiKiture in almost all the ceremonies of the heathen in 
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this cotmtry. Seldom or never do the peMople 
for purposes either of mirth or mourning, to d^ 
oito national odamities, or to unite in an expresnoai. o/ 
J03fful feeling, but their orgies are accompanied witla « 
aimtdtaneous clamping of hands by the female part ai 
Ike throng. On this occasion there were only two meD 
present ; <me of whom was emplojred as a kind of dmiM- 
mer, beating with a small stidc upon an exceeding^ 
large shield. 

When I entered, the patient, like the rest of the 
pany , was seated ; but very few minutes elapsed ere 
arose, and danced until completely exhausted. She tl 
sat down ag[ain ; and, after resting awhile, rose a second 
time, and with an itonga, or fencing-stick in her haadv. 
exerted herself to the vei^ uttermost, and until so weak 
that she was scarcely able to stand. The compaBsy 
were then desired to keep silence while she addreased 
them. The substance of her speech, uttered in a lety 
ilseble tone of voice, was as follows, viz.-^*' Night brouf^ 
ttpon me a dream delightful. UHxo (God) I saw. Bjr 
Utixo our dwelling-place was visited, because his childien 
here slept. In the night they thus sang" (here ^e af- 
fected an imitation of the .tune we sang to one of ^ 
h3m(ins last evening) : '^ to them let us listen. I am i 
sick woman still. Close your ceremony." 

This was no sooner said than the shield was carried 
away, and the assembly broke up. While she continued 
to speak all sat in jurofound silence ; the coiudusioDi 
however, of each sentence was answered by a general 
response, and the shield was at the same time significantly 
struck by the master of the ceremony. Such are tib!o 
means upon which these deluded souia rely for help in 
the time of need, and such their only source of comfiMrt 
HI the day of trouble. Alas ! after all they are con- 
strained to cry» ^ I am sick still." O that this cry weie 
heard throughout aQ Christendom; for verily "the 
whole head is sick, smd the whole heart faint." 

A little before four o'clock, P^M., we arrived on the 
banks of the XJmgwala, a beautiful river, nmning to tbo 
eastward, and f^iSing into the Bashee, or St. iohn's,a 
few miles below where we halted. This is certainly a 
most valuable stream ; and its deep waters give it, in 
many places, quite the appearance of an EngUsh canal 
The general aspect of the country on each skle is some- 
what naked, there being scarcely any trees cur biiedi to b» 
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seen, enoeptiaag on the dedirittes of fte na ighb o y r ii iy 
mountains ; and these are but scantily clotiied. Never- 
theless, there is abundance of fine pasturage ; and like*- 
wise a dense population, which, with the misnonary, is 
the grand object of attention. 

Bein^ informed that Voosani's residence was about a 
mile distant, we proceeded to apprize him of our arrivaL 
The wlude of his regal establishment consisted of four 
or fire small huts and a cattle-foM ; on the lower side of 
which a number of his ccmnsellors were squatted in a 
circle oH the ground, engaged apparently in confermiee 
on state afifairs. The heads and faces of some of tiiese 
courtiers were daubed with red ochre, in a manner thi^ 
rendered them absofaitely frightfuL The chief's seat 
was distinguished by a goat% skin spread upon tiie 
ground : he himself was absent at the moment of our 
arrival ; but soon afterward made his i^peanmce, and 
received us with apparent satisfaction. 

His disposition being somewhat taciturn, he said but 
little ; and seemed, indeed, more inclined to sleep than 
to talk. Being reminded that we had been travelling, 
and were both hungry and thirsty, he ordered a basket 
(^ milk to be set before us. This, like the '' beben" of the 
Arabs, constitutes the Kaffer's standing dish ; and before 
the stranger partakes of it, the servant or host usually 
takes a draught himself, in order to show that it pos- 
sesses no deleterious quality. This custom, in all 
probabiUty, owes its origin to the general want of con- 
fidence which, mor^ or less, pervades every ^ bosom; 
and which often gives rise to the most tormentmg fears 
that '' death is indeed in the pot !'' 

Thursday, 3d. — My beehive-like sleeping*room last 
night was much of thB same character as the one ahneady 
described, excepting that it was somewhat cleaner, 
having been more recently built To keep the cold out, 
our sv^arthy companions deemed a dense cloud of smoke 
indispensably necessary. This they inhaled without any 
apparent inconvenience, and, ^ if to render the air rtiU 
more impure, when day began to dawn they added to it 
the noxious vapours of tobacco, and of a species of wild 
hemp which operates as a powerful narcotic. Hence, on 
awaking, I found one puffing out his fames on my right 
and another on the left. Their various contrivances in 
tiie enjo3rment of this filth]r gratification were both 
imiigin|r ttkd disgusting; for, in the ahMnce q[ regular 
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fiipes, beast-horns and water-melons were substitotoil 
T^e horn being perforated on one side, a small reed is I 
obliquely fixed in it, and a clay head on the upper end of 
that, wherein the noxious weed is put. The hora is 
then almost filled with water ; through which elemeit 
the (umes are drawn in amazing quantities, ^^^hile the 
smoke is yet in the mouth, a little water is also taken in, 
and again spouted out through a reed of longer dimea- 
sions, and urns the operation proceeds. The Amatem- 
boo pulverize their tobacco, and use it principally in the 
form of snuff, of which they ate extrayagantly foni 
They ffenerally take it in small ivory or horn spoons 
made lor the purpose, and in such quantities as to cause 
the water to flow from their eyes in streams. 

Just as we were sitting down to breakfast, the chief 
and his retinae came marching up to our tent ; he was 
therefore invited to partake wi^ us, but declined. 
While prayer was made, and the Scriptures read, bo& 
he and his warriors behaved ren^arkably well. We 
then proceeded to explain to him the object of our 
errtmd, making him the customary presents, and at the 
same time requesting that he would point out a spot 
which would serve as a place of habitation for their 
teacher. He hereupon very frankly told us, that he 
was altogether incompetent to determine that point, 
not knowing what kind of situation would be most 
ehgible. " But," said he, "the country is before you: 
look with your own eyes, and let your own hearts 
determine." With this leave we saddled our horses^ 
and immediatel}r rode off to survey the land around us. 

The reader will perceive that our work here is, in its 
details, widely different from that of our brethren in 
civilized countries. There, on coming to a town or vil- 
lage, they have no sooner obt^ed a house or bam to 
preach in than their main business is begun ; and seco- 
far affairs happily demand but a ^comparatively small 
portion of their attention. Here, however, especially in 
the commencement of a mission, temporal concerns 
crowd upon the missionary in such a manner as to per- 
plex him exceedingly. There being no coach, nor stage- 
wagon (much less palanqums), to convey him to his 
destination, he has, of course, to provide his own 
vehicle. This, for some time at least, constitutes his 
obIj dwelling, containing his furniture, hbrary, pro- 
vimotts, and family besides. To draw it, he most piocait 
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^oxen ; and the care of these in a strange land, infested 
-l>y wolves, and inhabited by men who deem it no crime 
to take the whole from him, if any opportunity present 
itself, is no very pleasant charge. But independently 
of the danger of their being stolen, the want of water, 
or the scarcity of grass, often induces the poor animals 
to stray, which frequently occasions great loss of time, 
. and also much trouble. His wagon likewise gets out 
of repair ; it breaks down on the road, and he is far from 
either wheelwrights or smiths. Consequently both 
hands and head must be set to work in a manner to 
vrhich he was hitherto, in all probability, an entire 
stranger. He is detained by rivers that were, perhaps, 
never before crossed bv any wheeled vehicle whatever ; 
a ford therefore must be made, and hu^e stones rolled 
oat of the path. The forest affords him no passage ; 
and hence he must cut his way through. The mountain 
must be climbed : and little would it avail, if, instead of 
setting his shoulder to the wheel, he should stand ^zing 
upon it, sa3ring, '* 1 came not to do work of this kind, to 
waste my time, to spend my strength, and spoil my 
hands in this manner. I came only to preach the gos- 
pel." No wonder if Satan should laugh at language lik« 
this, well knowing, that if he can arrest the progress of 
the gospel car by the dread of a bridgeless stream, the 
steeps of an African mountain, the terrific appearance 
of a savage people, or by circumstances stiU more trivial, 
multitudes of immortal spirits would be kept in darkness, 
, and he would have little to fear from preachers who 

cannot encounter difficulties of this kind. / 

^ The situation of a female missionary, likewise, is here 

peculiarly arduous, and often trying in the extreme. 

Not only does she require all the zeal of a Christian, but 

' also all the fortitude and spirit of a heroine. There 

being no post or regular medium of communication from 

^ one part of the interior to another, the missionary is 

^ sometimes separated from his family for weeks together, 

^ without so much as hearing a word from them, or they 

[ of him. The hostile disposition of clans whom he may 

'* have to visit, the generally disturbed state of the country, 

and the defenceless position in which the very nature of 

his work necessarily places him, are, of course, circum^ 

stances which naturaUy tend to excite in his family fears 

of no ordinary kind. Moreover, rumour represents him 

as being in imminent danger, and again, as having fatten 
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S^thehandofTiolMice; coiMequenti3r,appreti«Bai<m,m 
e entire absence of all means of immediately ascertam- 
ittf the fact, speedily heightens into distraction. Beiiif 
on one occasion detained among the more distant tribes 
lor nearly two months, report upon report was <urci]]ata< 
that the mterpreters, and guide, as well as m3rBelf, wen 
all murdered. On arriTing within about for^ mOes of 
the station, we were informed, that aM doubt upon thi 
snfariect had been renored by a party of natires nrho hai 
passed tiie hamlet in which we nalted the preceding^dajr, 
and who pretended an acquaintance with all the particii- 
Iws of the massacre. We had th^i been traTwing' tb» 
whole day, and night had come on; which circimistancs^ 
cocqsled with the earnest remonstrances of my littlt 
party, — ^who r^resented it as certain death to cross tbs 
{dains after sunset, seeing that the lion and other beasli 
of prey were prowling about t>n every hand, — at length 

grevented my proceeding immediately. 1^ scarcely 
ad day berun to dawn the ([^lowing morning, before 1 
sallied form, without either arms or guide, excepting a 
pocket-compass, leaving my fellow-travellers to brmf 
on the wagon when they had enjoyed the Ml lengtii ol 
their slumbers. This adventure, however, had wellnigh 
cost me my life ; for having to wade through many miles 
of deep sand, with a vertical sun in ftdl blaze over-head, 
1 had not accomplished half the journey before my 
strength began to fail, and an indescribaUe thirst was 
induced. Nevertheless, I at length reached the station 
in safety, and with truly grateful feelings to the gieat 
Preserver of men. A few minutes prior to my arrival, 
one of the missionaries* wives (not knowing that I was 
at hand) had entered our dwelling to apprize Mrs. Ksf 
of the latest intelligence,— confirming slU that had gone 
before respecting our fate, and to comfort her under the 
dtttressing dispensation. At this affecting crisis, w\vik 
both were standing in the centre of the room, the one 
relating, and the other weeping, I opened the door, 
bathed in sweat, covered with dust, uid in a state of 
oom^te exhaustion. ^ O dear !" said our friend, ^ is 
this he, or is it his ghost V^ I must here leave the scene 
to the reader's imagination, a description of it being not 
only difficult, but wholly unnecessary. 

After ridinff about in different directions, and examin- 
ing several fMSoes alonff the banks of the Bashee, we 
iHMMloalajqseFtngoo Eamkt about hatf-past four P.M. 
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Upon our asking for a draught of milk, one of the natives 
immediately called the captain oiit of his hot; and on 
inquiry it appeared that the latter was <me of the king's 
physicians, or rather one of his favourite magicians. 
He was one of those exiles whom the feuds of the in- 
terior had driven among the Kaffer tribes ; but seemed 
to be much more intelligent and cl^eriul than the gene* 
ralit^r of his countrymen. In his countmiance were in* 
dications of considerable shrewdness ; but such a load 
of hair, grease, and filth I never beheld on any African's 
head tSefore. His black woolly ringlets had, iq[>parentfy» 
been drawn out to their utmost length. LumpB of fat, 
and other offensive substances, hung suspended like so 
many weights from eveiy part of the wig ; and the quan- 
tity of vermin borne about by this TenS>oo quack must 
have been immense. His quioffitrey or headdress, con- 
sisted of several small bunches fantastically made out 
of the otter's skin. He was greatly amused with the 
curiosity his appearance excited in our minds, and 
laughed heartily at the minuteness of our exami- 
nations. 

That such men should treat us with kindness and 
hospitality is truly matter of astonishment, seeing that 
tiw gospel strikes at the very root of their gains. He 
cheerfully presented us with a basket of milk, agreeably 
to our desire ; in return for which, Mr. H. gave him a 
halfpenny, informing him that the figure thereon was 
the likeness of our king. This would, doubtiess, be 
polished immediately, aiKi attached to some part of his 
wig or mantle. Never had the name of Jesus been heard 
in that glen before; hence their ignorance of divins 
things was deplorable indeed. 

"Wien returning to my hut in the evening I heard a 
doleful hum, and the clatter of shields, which were indi- 
cations of affliction in the neighbourhood, and of another 
of their nocturnal ceremonies: This they were perform^ 
ing in one of the hovels hard by. The group was alto- 
gether most grotesque ; and in the back piat of the placs 
stood a wan who was really as frightful as sin could 
make him. In his left hand were a bundle of spesurs, 
round his toins a panther's skin, and on his head a hairy 
cap of many colours. To the latter were attached a 
number of small thongs, which hung dovm his back in 
the form of a tail; and with these marks of the beast 
about bun he danced, andputhunsdf into a number of 
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the most disgusting attitudes imaginable, writliing as IT 
in the greatest agony, and, at the same time, keepinf 
up a continual hissing like that of the serpent. When 
he made a pause I ventured to interrogate him ; upon 
which, he immediately took off some of his trappingf 
and sat down. He very good-naturedly answered u 
my questions, and did not appear at all offended by mj 
intrusion. *' That woman,^ said he, '' is sick ; and it u 
my business to cure.** In replying to my remarks on 
the obvious vanity and utter inefficacy of such a mods 
of proceeding, he very affectingly said, with a sigh, 
"Yes; but it is the best means we have : it was tb» 
custom of our fathers ; what then shall we do % Inkose 
must remember, the poor Temboo is ignorant ; he has 
not the white man's medicine !" Whatever effect the 
conversation might have upon their minds I know not ; 
but they did not recommence the ceremony during the 
night. 

Saturday, 5M.— ^-Having yesterday determined on a 
site for the institution, we this morning proceeded to 
apprize Voosani of it ; but just as Mr. H. and I started 
for his residence, we met one of his counsellors driving 
a fat cow, which he had sent as a present. Short^ 
afterward, he came up himself, accompanied by a num- 
ber of warriors and chief-captains ; upon which we gave 
him the particulars of our tour and determination. Of 
this he fully approved ; nor was there a dissentient voice 
raised by any of his courtiers. Consequently, the thing 
was immediately ratified without further delay. This 
done, the wagons were prepared, the oxen put to the 
yoke, and the chief and his Council, together with a host 
of other natives, escorted us to the very spot, pubUcIj 
recognising and estabhshing our right of settlement, 
within his domain, in the sight of all the peof^e. 
" Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who ocdy 
doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his glorioiu 
name for ever : and let the whole earth be filled witk 
his glory : Amen, and Amen." Psalm Ixxii. 18, 19.. 

Here then we took €hir stand, in a populous neigli- 
bourhood, and within httle more than a mile of the 
chief's dwelling. In the background there is a ridge 
of mountains, which slopes gradually off from the sum- 
mit to the base ; and which everywhere presents to view 
abundance of grass. On each side the hills project fh>m 
the main chain, Vke arms thrown out to embrace the 
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sacred plot, 'niese, however, from their quickly falling 
off into the plains below, and terminating at almost equsS 
distances, constitute littje or no obstraction to the pros- 
pect on either hand. In the front, which faces the 
south-w^est, there is an extensive prospect, stretching 
over hill and dale for many miles. To the eastward it 
is bounded in the distance by the mountains among 
-which the Bashee has formed its sinuous course, and 
which appear as if rolled, like heaps upon heaps, in all 
the majestic grandeur that characterizes natmre m Africa. 
Turning to the opposite quarter, the eye rests upon an- 
other prodigious chain, whose lofty peaks were in a 
great measure covered with snow. The sight of this 
excited no interest in the minds of the natives ; but in 
ours, its ghstening whiteness aroused many a happy 
recollection of " home, sweet home." 

Sunday, 6th, — ^We arose on grounds where the Sab- 
bath was never before kept, and among a people to whom 
this divine institution had hitherto l^en altogether un- 
known. From their infancy, therefore, they had in- 
variably spent it as other days; and, supposing that 
traffic and gain formed at least one part of our object, 
numbers visited us at an early hour, bringing with them 
articles of different kinds for sale. All stood amazed 
when told that it was the day of the Lord, and that his 
Wor4 enjoins upon us to do no manner of work therein, 
but to rest, and keep it holy. Of this the king himself 
was informed, by a messenger whom Mr. H. sent for the 
express purpose, and who was likewise commissioned 
16 carry the intelligence into all the neighbouring hapn- 
lets. Thus, therefore, was proclaimed the first Sabbath 
in Temboo-land. In the name of the Lord we set up 
our banners, deeply sensible, with the p€>et, 



« 



Nisi DomimUf fnutra. ' 



Having just received a letter from Mr. Haddy, dated, 
Clarkeston, Temboo-land, April 16th, 1832, 1 shaU here 
add an extract or two, which will still more fully show 
the exceedingly trying circumstances in which the Caf- 
frarian missionary is sometimes placed. 

"It is unnecessary," says this excellent fellow- 
labourer, " to particularize, as though I was writing to 
one unacquainted with the peculiar situation of mis- 
sionaries in Southern Africa ; but as we were subject 
to rather extraordinary occurrences, during our jouiney 



to and from the late district meeting, I shall in«[itioii 
one or two of the more prominent, by w&y of news. 
On our way to Graham's Town, we found the Fish. Riy^ 
high, but passable ; and seeing a wagon go throuff h be- 
fore us, we thought proper to make an attempt sQso to 
gain the omomte bank. But, by some mismana^emeM 
of the peo^e, the oxen took the wagon into deep i^vater ; 
where, by the strength of the current, it was turned 
completely upside down; and, by no effort whateyer 
could we get it out. Mrs. H., our little boy, and two 
En^^h girls were carried to the land ; and althougli 
obhged to leave the wagon in the water all ni^ht, we 
coum not but rejoice that no Uyes were lost. We slept 
nnder a bush by the side of the riyer. Returning firoia 
Graham's Town to our station, we ^>ent the first nicht 
near Mr. D.'s place, and the next morning proceed 
with eveiy thing as comfortable as is reason2d>le to ex- 
pect under such circumstances. Mrs. H., John, and I 
were on ho^rselNick, ^d a little before the wagon; when, 
in descending that very gentle decUvity, before reaching 
the plain, wMch commands a view of Mr. M.'sfarm, the 
bolt that goes through the voor-stel and shaft broke; 
the oxen went on ; the wagon ran through towards the 
streamlet flowing between the mountains, and continued 
to proceed with increasing velocity down a ste^ 
descent, until upset among some large stones. Two 
native girls were in it at the time : one of them we found 
enfold^ in the bedding, with a few slight scars in the 
forehead ; the other was thrown out to the distance of 
from twenty to thirty yards. Her head was frightfully 
cut, but providentially the scull was not fractur^. Dr. 
P. Camj^U kindly came out from town in the eveolm^ 
to dress the wound ; and, to our great surprise, it is now 
nearly sound. 

*' This country continues in much the same state as 
when you left. The last year was one of great pros- 
perity on all the stations. There is very great and 
continual intercourse between the Kaffers and the 
colonists, through the trade in hides, &c,<, which li^ 
increased considerably during the past year. From this 
much might have been expected ; but our hopes must 
be lowered, when we consider the shodung exampk 
set before the natives by many white men. Jn the mean 
tune, it is unquestionably our duty to persevere ; and, 
as oj^rtunity (^ers, to continue sowing the Wori^ol 
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Iji£e. This nation has been greatly scattered and weak- 
ened since the death of Voosani. Many of the principal 
cliieftains have gone towards Hinza's domain, thinking 
tliere to enjoy rest from the Ficani. 'Hie Tambookiea 
are at present apprehending an attack from Fobo, Diko, 
and Umgeki. O that their troi^les might bring them to 
their senses, and induce them to seek i3ter and acknow- 
ledge God !" 



CHAPTER XII. 



"War prevented— Marriage of two Fengoos — ^InTiiicible ignorance — 
Whole conntry in commotion — iNefarioos scheme of Dutch 
boon — ^Alanning occuirences on the atatioii— Antrml of hostile 
bands — ^Threatened attack upon the mission Tillage — Sabbath 
greatly distnTbed— A thief cao^t— His trial at Butterworth— 
H(»rria execution— Baptism of six adults — ^An interesting scene — 
Exiles— Christian marriage — Peaceful death of a pious native^ 
The funeral. 

The war question between Hinza and Voosani is now 
happily closed. " We cannot do any thing/' said one of 
these belligerents, " for the Abafundis are in the way.** 
^* My neighbour and I," said Hinza, ^' haTe, like children, 
been T^xying long enough: it is high time for us to act 
like m€n, seeing that the enemy^ (alluding to tlvs reported 
approach of invaders from the interior) ** is coming down 
upon us. These are days in which it will not do to di- 
vide our forces, because boys quarrel, and dogs bite each 
other!" Had not kind Providence jj^aced Christian 
missionaries between these two waiuke chieftains, at 
the T^ry moment when their ire was kindling, many 
lives must have been lost, much blood shed, andhei^ 
of human bodies left to perish upon the field. 

Sunday, 27M. — ^Two poor Fengoos, who fbrmerly 
belonged to the Ficani host, presented themselves be- 
fore the congregation, after morning sermon, denring 
to be joined together, as man and wife, in a lawful and 
proper manner. The peculiar circumstances in which 
these two individuals had been placed, and by which 
they had been brought among us, rendered this occur* 
rence more than ordmarily interesting. 
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After being driven from their country by invaden^ 
and, like thoosands more, subjected to all the reverses 
occasioned by war, to fatimng wanderings, to bungm', 
and extreme want, they at length found their way to tlw 
mission village, and determined on becoming partners 
of each other's lot. At the close of the attack made bf 
our troops upon Matuwana's army, in 1828, she war 
taken captive by one of the Kaffers, and from him re- 
deemed by my worthy predecessor, whose instructions 
were rendered a blessing to her soul. The man^ 
poverty put it altogether out of his power to procure a 
wife at the usual price: he therefore rejoiced to find 
one of his countr3rwomen, whose person was free from 
all claims. On his making proposals, however, ^e 
gave him distinctly to understand, that, as they were 
no longer the inhabitants of a mere Kaffer hamlet, bat 
of the "tmm ka Tiso,^* their situation and privileges 
clearly enjoined upon them the renunciation of heathen 
customs. She had therefore resolved on becoming a 
Christian, and on bein^ married, if married at all, aner 
the manner of the Chnstians. Both came forward very 
decently dressed in European apparel. Several articles 
of clothing had been kindly presented to her by Mis. 
Shrewsbury ; and, knowing taaX he had none of his own, 
one of the interpreters very good-natui'edly lent him a 
suit for the occasion. 

This young man informed me that he was with the 
Mantatees, when the Matlhapees and Griquas attacked 
and shot so many of them near Lattakoo. This fad, 
^erefore, indubitably shows that Matuwana's forces- 
called Ficani by the kaffers-^ormed a branch, at least, 
of that powerful host of invaders by whom the tribes of 
^e interior were so fearfully disturbed and scattered in 
182S-4. To see any of these outcasts in the sanctuaiy 
is pleasing indeed ; but to see them pubhcly renouncing 
their pa^^an customs, and formally acknowledging tbe 
supenonty of Christian laws, is truly encouraging. 

July 4th. — ^Accompanied by the interpreter, I visited 
four or five of the more distant hamlets, and preached 
to the inhabitants of each, as we went along. Entirejf 
ignorant of the Sabbath, one was busily employed in 
repairing her house, another in building a new one, and 
several of the men occupied themselves in the mann* 
iacture of wooden implements of a^culture. Never* 
theless, the greater pturt complied with my request, and 
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immediately ceased working, after its inconsistency 
with the sacredness of the day had been explained to 
them. 

At one village, however, where we arrived late in the 
afternoon, a very different spirit manifested itself. Here 
a goodly number of people were assembled. Some were 
painting their bodies; others dressing hides ^ a third 
class preparing garden iposts ; and a fourth engaged in 
idle chit-chat. 

No argument whatever being sufficient to induce a 
cessation of labour, I at length determined to commence 
preaching, whether they would '^ hear, or whether they 
would forbear." A few then sat down, but the greater 
part continued talking, working, or mocking, almost the 
whole time. Never did I seem more like a man en- 
gaged in ploug^iing upon a rock, nor do I recollect ever 
seeing a congregation less impressed by the sound of 
the gospel. Such invincible ignorance, and maxdfest 
hardness, often constrain the missionary to weep in 
secret places. Vain, indeed, would be all our labours 
if unaccompanied by Divine influence. 

Immediately after the conclusion of divine service, a 
native one day cried out, ^' Do yon see that tree stand- 
ing before us V " Yes." — *' It stands firm against Uie 
wind ?" " Yes." — " Even so do I against your God ; nor 
will I think of serving him ; no, nor of going a step to 
hear the Word you preach until he sends us rain !" It 
is but seldom that we meet with individuals who will 
thus openly show forth their contempt of divine things ; 
bat, as must be expected, this is manifestly the secret 
language of multitudes around us. The man was told 
to ^ware lest, by such impious conduct, he should in 
one way or other bring down upon himself the judg- 
ments of Heaven. Tms warning was kept in mind ; 
and some weeks afterward he came with deep dejection 
axkd great sorrow depicted in his countenance, saying, it 
grieved him at the heart that he had ever used expres- 
sions like those above mentioned ; for the judgments of 
God had indeed overtaken him. Within the space of a 
few days no less than fifty-three of his cattle had died 
in a singular and most unaccountable maimer. In the 
hope of saving the remnant of his herd he removed to an- 
other farm, and there used the ordinary enchantments at 
consideiC^l® expense. Nevertheless, thither also did 
the murrain folU>w him, and three more were found 
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dead in lus fold soon after his arrivaL '^ Th oi e foitt *' 
said he, " it must be the hand of your God that it 
upon them !" 

Saturday, lOtk, — ^Ttie colonial troops hayiiif^ r^centSj 
attacked several native villages in the vicinity of the 
Buffalo River, much excitement and alarm were thereirf 
occasioned tiuroughout the country. The object of tim 
measure was to recapture cattle that had been stc^ea 
from the colonists. But one of the frontier chiefe havBif 
been tdLen prisoner and another shot, together with 
twelve or tlurteen of the warriors, who resisted the 
soldiery in the execution of their orders, the afiair be- 
came exceedingly fcNrmidable* At ButterwiMrth (eigbtf 
or ninety miles £om the scene of action) the most ex- 
aggerated and romantic stories obtained full cred^ice^ 
the natives bein|^ at all times extremely credulom in 
matters of this kind. The king himself, upon whom the 
most inflammable reports were daily pouring, was of 
course greatlv unhinged and moved about with suspicioas 
caution. The mischievous and sUife-stirring emis- 
saries of the wicked one were now all alert, and assidu- 
ously endeavoured to avail themselves of this lament- 
able aflair for the furtherance of various diabolical 
purposes. The circumstance of a chief having been 
taken ciqitive seemed to arouse the ire of the nation ; 
and every one became enraged while speaking about it. 
It was moreover ursed by the enemies of raissioiis as 
a decided ^roof of the truth of statem^its that had been 
made to Hinza by a certain party of boors, somewhat 
more than two years previously ; viz. '' that our estab- 
lishment of a mission in his territoiy had no good end 
in view, being merely designed as a snare for his person, 
and likewise for his people ; who, when tamed by the 
missionaries, would be taken for soldiers by the Britisli 
government !'* 

The {dans of these evil designing men were mercifully 
frustrated by Him who ruleth on high, and before whose 
bar <me of their number was shortly afterward called 
to appear. Notwithstanding the many honouraMe and 
praiseworthy instancea of true Christian philanthropy 
which we now meet with among the old Dutch colonists 
and their descMidants, this wicked {nroject rafficiraitly 
proves the inveterate enmity that still rankles in the 
nearts of some against missions to the heathen. Brat 
uitonmiadiief; and conadoaa that thw deeds were those 
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ef darkness, treachery, and Tioleace, tfarar wfaele 
scheme was for a consideraUe length of time wr^ped up 
in mystery. At length, however, it was brought to 
It^t, mod its infli^nce counteracted by a series of 
erents alike unforeseen and uncontrollable. 

Five leaden bullets and a quantity of gunpowder, s^it 
to the king by the hand of a Hottentot, constituted the 
emblems of their plot. In explanation of which the 
messenger was instrcK^ted to state thai they wished, for 
special reasons, to settle in some part of his territory; 
that in the event of his complying with tiieir request 
they would present him with whatever he might desire ; 
and that both they and their arms would henceforth be 
wholly at his command. *^ But," said they, " Hinza 
nrast first drive away that cursed thini^ the school" (the 
missionary institution), " which is designed to be a trap 
for him, and likewise for his subjects." They finally 
entreated him to send a decisive answer by one of his 
own warriors, whom they promised to meet at a given 
time near the base of a certain mountain, and from 
tiience send him a present of cattle, dogs, or horses, as 
he might wish. 

This communication was immediately made known 
by the chief to his old Dutch counsellor (Lochenberg), 
whom he frequently consulted in matters of moment. 
The latter, not having much confidence in his country** 
men, and fearing the^ might sooner or later betray him 
into the hands of justice for his delinquencies in former 
days, gave his decided opinion against their proposals. 
The men he knew, and scrupled not to represent them 
as a dangerous plotting band ; " while the school," said 
he, '' thon^ W them denounced as accursed, is a tree, 
mider idiich Hinza and his children may sit securely !" 
Such were the sentiments of an ungodly old man, who 
had little more sincere regsurd for the mission tham the 
party against whom he was exclaiming; but he had a 
purpose to serve. 

Soon after this occurrence, a military gentleman, 
accompanied by thirty or forty armed men, arrived at 
Butterworth on his way into the interior, and desired 
an interview with Hinza. He was therefore sent for, 
and came accordingly ; but on seeing the officer and his 
attendants enter the mission-house, where he sat, he 
was seized with trembling, and so much terri^M ad to 
be scarcely able to speak. As tb^ above-mentionfid 



!2B2 CAVtEASUir issbarchks. 

stratafi^m was not discorered until afterward, no oi 
could conceive the cause of his trepidation, which ofr 
questionably originated in a fear that the assertimisd 
the boors were about proving too true. The kind d^^ 
meanour, however, of the strangers, coupled nfithths 
introduction of a number of his own connseliors, 
tspeedily allayed his perturbation, and rendered iaa 
free and communicative. These circumstances, to- 
gether with the friendly conduct of our troops wfaOe 
passing through his dominions, shortly afterwani, 
tended to convince him of the fallacy of what he bii 
heard, and completely broke the nefarious project. 

Again, however, his apprehensions were aroosei 
Anticipating the influence which tidings of the late ex- 
pedition mi^t have, the honourable Captain S , coo- 

mission^r-general, wrote to me upon the subject, and 
desired that I would communicate to Hinza the real 
facts of the case, lest any false rumour should pttxinv 
an unfavourable impression upon his mind. I did so; 
and moreover told him that as it was the wish of the colo- 
nial government to remain on amicable terms with bix^ 
they particularly requested that he would endeavoinr to 
keep his people from mingling with those of the neigh- 
bouring clans, who were notorious thieves, lest they 
likewise should one day or other be brought into 
danger. He received this message with manifest dubi- 
ousness, and seemed strongly to suspect that it por- 
tended evil rather than good. Many of his own mea- 
sures and most of his public professions being founded 
in insincerity, and marked with duplicity, he doubtless 
concluded that this too must be of a similsur character. 
At this critical moment several formal messages arrifed 
from one of the frontier chiefs likewise ; who, incensed 
against the peaceable inhabitants of the mission vil- 
lages, because the officers in command had been par- 
ticularly careful not to disturb them, while prosecuting 
their march through the country, was anxious to get 
Hinza to abet him in some desperate measure. Several 
wicked spirits immediately caught the impulse; and 
had their power been at all equal to their wishes, thef 
would certainly have done us much harm . But althougB 
one or two were men of considerable influence in tb* 
tribe, their malice was only permitted to vent itself in 
aii^ry menaces, and in whispers to one and another 
si^tufying their malicious wishes. 
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In the course of the momiBgone of the older war- 
riors, who together with three or four others went into 
the artisan's house, manifested an unusually insolent 

spirit. After asking Mrs. J for a present in a very 

peremptory and commanding manner, on which account 
she paid little or no attention to him, he very plainly 
told her that her backwardness to give him what he 
wanted was of little use, as the time would arrive 
lichen he, for one, should l^ve the pleasure of breaking 
open the chests, and takiqg all he wanted. On being 
requested to explain his meaning, he impudently re- 
peated the same things in the presence of several of our 
own people, who immediately set down the circum- 
stance as a harbinger of evil. This opinion appeared 
to be considerably strengthened by Uie ambiguous but 
significant hints of one of the workmen. Two or three 
weeks having elapsed without his coming to work on 
the station as. usual, one of his companions desired to 
know^ the reason : upon which he obseryed, *' I cannot 
say much ; I fear to remain in the eschoolu There, all 
mast keep awake ; keep your ears open ; you'll hear 
something soon. Don't sleep ; the fire is kindling. To 
Hinza it is said, our countiy has been taken from us, 
and given to the Hottentots" (alluding to the tract just 
grranted to them on the Kat River). "Word has come to 
our chief that AmakoHma (Kafferland) is now dead ; that 
it is high time to kill every white man and every Hot- 
tentot in it ; and that Hinza's men, and Gaika's men, and 
S^Lhambi's men are all on^ ! This is what a chief says, 
a restless chief, to our great chief. Keep your ears 
open. This is aU 1 have to say." 

Just as we sat down to dinner, Mr. J. came to inform 
me that the wagon-driver had resolved on " throwing 
down the whip (resigning his office) unless he could 
have the company of a number of armed men on his 
journeys to and from the forest, as the agitated state 
of the people rendered it, in his opinion, altogether un- 
safe to go alone. He further stated that he had heard 
many '* strange things ;" but not having deemed them 
worthy of much attention, he had not mentioned them 
to us, lest, after having unhinged our minds, the whole 
should prove false and groundless. " But now," said he, 
*' every precaution has become absolutely necessary. I 
hired a man to complete my hut, but he feared to stay, 
aiul has therefore left." It b^ng evident that he had 
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other flprooikb for fear besides those above men^ 
desired him to be candid and communicate all he 
assuring him that he had no occasion to fear oar 
iiurhun. 

Rarely indeed can a Kaffer be induced to say taj 
thing that is at all likely to bring him into competitios 
with his superior, as he well knows the dangi'erous cat' 
sequences. Nevertheless, when confident that we do 
not intend to i(hake any prejudicial use of his Tivords^hf 
is ingenuous, and unbosoms himself freely. This im 
reliance upon our word and promise in matters of mo- 
ment is pkasingly manifest among the peo{de on evay 
station, aiid frequently do instances occur of their ctt- 
fidin^ in the umjundis much more fully than in their own 
relations. 

Our sable friend then proceeded to state, that on the 
preceding Sabbath one of the king's chief captains bad 
repeated^ declared, in his hearing, that he himself 
would ere long lay hands upon the society's tlotk, 
which was going into the fold at the time he sptAt ; 
and that it would soon be seen, likewise, to whose kt 
the cattle of our people would fall. '* Were those of 
you at a distance," said he, '* who can use guns, our 
work would be easy. As for the whites, they wodd 
soon be despatched. Them i$e could drag out one by 
one, and a blow on the head with my club would silence 
the whole !" On another occasion, the same savage 
fellow was heard sa3ang to his comrades, ^' When the 
bell calls them all into inhlu ka Tixo (house of GoS)t 
then will we fall upon them ; and of that building will 1 
make a calve-fold." His residence was at some dis- 
tance from the mission village ; nevertheless, he sod 
his attendants were repeatedly observed lurking aboot 
our houses, at unusually late hours, with bumlles of 
spears and clubs in their hands. All these little circoD- 
stances, coupled with the old warrior's daring conduct 
in the morning, tended completely to unnerve our smaD 
handful of people. Every one anticipated impendiof 
harm of some lund, and hence nothing new could traBS- 
pire without startling them. 

Singularlv enough, towards evening a circumstance 
occurred which at first induced us allto think that the 
apprehended danger was really at hand. Just as the 
sun went dovni, a company of armed natives, all stran- 
gers, entered Uie village, and without saluting any one 
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leee wore presently fallowed «p by a second troop, 
1 this by a third, who^all came rtialrchingindue fbmi, 
i gathei«d round the same standard. It soen tftor* 
trd grew dnrk, Whioh nsuaUy induces er^ry one to 
5ep into somehut or other to enjoy the bwieflt of the 
es ; but the strangers remained congregated on tfai 
ot ^vhere they first halted, hoddled up in their akin 
intles, and keeping their epears by ttteir side. 
Night-shade harin^ fallen, a party branched olTfroiq 
email) body, and in a menaciBg manner rnsfeed into 
me of the fiiits, which they BBcemnoiliOBsIy bagaa 

ranBack, as if in seefrcb of •onMthin^, and bent i^ma 
quarrel. .Seeing this, several of the imtive women 
iw to the Tiv«r and adjoining ravine«, and tber« ctm- 
ialed themselves mnong the bushes, fiiUy expeCtinf 
lat a battle was at hand. Those of our men who had 
ons immediatelir armed themselyes',' arid the rest mus- 
!ied all the spears they had. Knowing that the her4 
I a principal object on all BUch occasionn, one dlviaion 
lok their stand at the fold-gate ; another is a position 
'hich enabled them cloaely to watch the movements <rf 
he enenny ; while a thitd came mnning to the mimion- 
louse, to apprize ns of the circumstances in which they 
onceived We Svere placed. 

Uncon'scious of any cause of offence, I had hitherto 
'emained slieptical, and altogether unwilling to attach 
uQch weight to the rumours aroutid iis. And althdugb 
we had seen the strangers from our window, and been 
::onstrained to remark on the circumstance of their re- 
nunin^ in the. open air, and in cjose uray at that time 

of their 
ion thai 
mined o 
came, tl 
inclined 
quiry b 
cWeT tl 
komo's 
I then 
■whattt 



iriKAy onmovad. Bnt when -I proceeded to ask Ita 
wnal qneation, "- What naws have ybu brought V tbt^ I 
were untantly arouaed, and fiercely exclaimed, " News! 
know TOO aot that our land ie dead ; that a chief has 
been anot, and that Magpogoo has been taken captiTe! 
You will heat the news aoon: , It is not our businesa lo 
teU it." 

While I Btoodtalking with.thein,twa or three «)dedf 
warriors came up ; and, aa it afterward appeared, hap- 
pily arrived' juat la time to prevent the mischievous deed 
i^MW which the hand were bent. I again renewed my 
inquiries, and requested thent not to remain in the cold, 
■ffing ihat it. was now night, but to come up to tfao taii- 
gion-house, where they should have something to eal, 
and we would talk together as friends. They immedi- 
ately acceded to my wishes, and 1 as speedily fulfilled 
my promise. This gave us a complete victory over (he 
kun^ry fellows, whose leslinga evidently softened, as 
thetr stomachs filled ; Ifaeir fierce looks and malignant 
hogiiBge fell before the force of kindoess. AddrMsing 
myself to their tead«', and entreating him to give eorlo 
tay words, I endeavoured first to impress his mind with 
the consideration, that, OS we were not now holding* 
palaver at a mere Kaffer ums:i, but at the " great place," i 
which the king had taken uodet hia wing, and wbidi 
borothenameoftheKinf^of kings, who had commanded 
all men to be at peace,. it was our duty to iaTorni ea^ | 
other of every thing that was wrong, in order td iu i 
being set right. To all this the old captain Sodded as- , 
sent, and then commenced saying: — | 

" We are Boohoo's Amapaiaii : we are not Mokomo's 
men. We are men who have lost twoorOiree head of i 
cattle ; and we have been told that they are here. We I 
have seen the marks of their feet, and are ccfme in 
aearch of them. We have found the place where tbtf I 
are: it is the place of a great lieat | 

place,' which. the king naa and . 

Which bears the namp of th bath 

commanded all men to he t >(« 

talk together as friends. Ih Oei , 

he, " with the young waM' Ibef 

would have thrown the tn get ' 

hither. They intended to fi i of I 

the herds of your people, am tbef ■ 

ttnMii^t proper. It was wel YoD 
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d -wvB^ to taUc with them; they cpulddonotfaiiigvlvte. 
MA talked to them; but it was dark, aiul dangerous* 
bus liave I told. you all: you are.our (titoi; see to 
lis nokatter, and we shaU contimie fhouds. PeUetU.^^ . 
Hearing this, I instaiitly and anxiously inquired,, 
rhether any one kneW any thing of the cattle in quea- 
lou ; upon whiiOlH one of the^people stepped forward* 
Qd hcmesUy acimowiedged,' that, from the description 
iTen Qf them, he waff led to beheTe they were in his 
Muc^ ^ that he, had p^Urchased them of 9 native who 
voiaght tl^m lor sale ilome days previously, but that he, 
vad i»ot.the most distant idea of their-being stolen, or 
le sbould not have |K>ught them. This point being sat* 
siactorily ascertained, and Uie party convinced, that* 
t.he person in whose hands their catt(e were found was 
not the depredator, nor. vet ia the least disposed to con- 
oesd the property, or tW facts of the case, the aUMrm 
excited by their a{>pearance happily subsided, and. we 
were enabled to retire, to rest in peace. 

The ibllowing morqinff, however, which was Sunday,. 

the warri(Nr». werejoined by others, who afresh stirred 

theofi up to mischief. The captain before alluded to, 

who had uttered such, terrible threats agiainst the ^ta* 

tion, united himself to the party at an early hour* and 

before ten o'clock Jl; >(.) they seemed as, much disposed 

to quarr^ aa^ ever. They were not satisfied with merely. 

gettipg their own cattle bapk ag^, but wished to make, 

spoil, "^lien we had conunenoed divine service some 

of the strangers attended along with the, cpngrep^iioa» 

hut the greater part of them reqaiained in con&rence 

outside. AU continued |»eaceable until I nad finished 

my sermon: but just as the congregation went out, « 

hue and cry wa^ ocaised vi^ich produced the utmost coiv 

fusion, "what is the ma:tterr exclaimed one. "There 

stands, the thief," said another, directing our attention 

towards the adjacent hill. On inquiry it appeared, ihat 

the persons who had unwittingly bought the stolen ahi- 

Mais, anxious to remove all ground of offence,* add tb 

substantiate their statements by the strongest evidence 

possible, had been in search of the man whe had laid 

^M snare for them ; and havin^^ found him, thev had 

l&ewise succeeded in enticing mm into the neighbour* 

hood , of the institution. 

We now learned that the strangers, suspecting the tmth 
^( what had h^en stat^ wer^ waiting jU> see the issuf 



df Mb measwe, Koping Slat they miglit «tiU be a 
find occasion against the inhabitants of the missKm ffr 
toie. • The khig'biBii^ at a distarice, I had no tnea^ef 
commnnicating with him at the monHent ; but perceiv- 
ing his brother standing in the crowd, I desired him to 
see to the matter. He, however, behfig greasy pie- 
jodided against us, was evidently more inclined to pMii 
our poor people into di Jlcidties, than to lielp then^ mi^ 
df them,- *'The rtan is there," said he; "and ^»f 
have guns, let them shoot him." This was a^trying^ 
ment, and one which required 'the steady «terc»e^ 
every grace, but more particularly of palience. It Feafif 
seemed as if the powers of darkness were ass^li^r » 
on every hand, and determined on gainiifg an advaatage 

over us. • ^ ^ . ^^ 

Perceiving ftom his elevated- statloh, that the ifihao- 

itants of the village were looking towards him, the 

oflfender l^ame a&ai^, and casting awiiy his garai^ 

fled with all speed. Seeing this, the cr6wd pursued; 

and an every* man took with him soAie idrid of ^«^^ 

gpear, club, or bludgeon, I really feiired that th^ wreteWd 

culprit would fall a sacriflfee to their fury. Being hard 

run, Smd beset on every side, lie had not proceeded 

fer before they dompletely encitded him. Nevertte- 

tess,, surrender he would not,tmtil severely wounde^ 

and fully convinced that all. prospect and possibility of 

escape was utterly at an end. ' H<r was then made pris- 

6nter, and delivered to th6 chief, the king's brother, who 

feund himself placed in circumstances of a nature, to 

reader indiffetejice or neglect a charge that m^t be 

attend^ with seriojas consequences, if brought liefors 

Hinza. H^ th^efore proceeded tp put several qpes- 

tions to ttie unhappy mah, Whosfe answers fully demoiK 

Strated^his guilt, and happily exonerated those with 

whpm he had h^d dealings from all blame whatever. 

This constrained our unfriendly vfeiters to hang>down 

ttieir "heads, as their hope Was hereby wholly eut off. 

The chief then ordered the prisoner to be bound with 
thongs, and kept .so imtil hid trial coidd take place. 
While they were doing^ this the po9r fellow looked at 
me very pitiftilly : and, as if to»excite my commisen- 
tion aiMl mduce miy interposition in his behalf, pointed 
at one oif the wound? ho had received in the le^, fifoo 
which the Wood ha4 bfecw-copiously flowiiif . At 7 P. M., 
I pteaehed from HoiirtLfiis vi. SS. The cnmiaal was m 



Moot divtanl idea, al tiie time, that thia woiild.be thu 
laai o^KMrtiDiity he wotrid «Ter. have of heariaif thavGotr 
pel ; but so it/|^r<^ved. The iiiilooeiiiji <tf hia fatterai 
ikowever seemed to faaT# been the pf&icipal thing that 
engrossed his attealioii: Hence^pai heipg requests to 
nriso and tako refreshment, it "was ibund IhEit he^ hS4 
eoniptetei^ succeeded- in diseirtaagling himscdf,* and wsmi 
onljT waitegfor the dmartOie of the company -to efiped 
his escape. With this W heepers became do exteemdy 
enraged, that they searcety suffered- him to aatisfy this 
oravings of hunger before they again fo3teiied hup% 
hand woA foot, in a moat unmerciful manner* ; .» 

An inyestigation of Uie whole case ip€k place early thi 
lblk>wing morning, whenrmessengers were despatclMii 
t6 apprize his friends ef his. situation, and to ireguiipt 
i^it attendance at the tria^. Some, of them app^ed f 
few hows afterward, but disclaimed all connexion or 
aeqaain^nce with luin; exoef^t that,«s a hbmeless stranr 
g^, )l/e hdd s6J53Wfied to a while in their hamlet }^ 
ml&y li<re be necessary to temark,- that, . acopi^ding to 
Kad(Br neagef tbe brother, parent, br friend is freq|ient|]r 
competed tir jiay for the d^nquenojes of velatiTea jsk 
the evenftof the hAter bein^ unable to nieet'the ines or 
penaitieii leried upon them. Knowing this th^y resolyei 
0tK leaying ttie podr cnminal <o his »tey be that wha)t ^ 
might, rather than endanger the m ae l yea bjTTQPOgnhun^ 
him under such circumstances. It wasat Jeng^h, howev^ 
fully proved tjiat a cosnexkhi betWeeh him and them did 
subsist, and that they had in tiieir possession eight or 
ten'head of vcatHe belonging to hin|. Then, peroeiiriiy 
t^tat th^ edfair wi» likely to invdhte them very seriously, 
they^ offered to compromise, by presenting the yexmg 
etdet With a heifer, as the price of the man's liberty; 
and by lettering the cattlche had rec0iyed^ in exchange 
for these ftat had boMi stolen. 

Buttle was of no avail, as the dread mom^it of trial 
had now •arrived, and all concerned began to tren^bla. 
flavin^ been to the king's* residence, aiSl made him ac- 
quainted with the whole business, and he havii^ been 
led to oonotude that ode of his own- best eews^ h^ alsf 
Mien into the hands ef the same uidiappy mauravdeib 
He d<rtermitted on comihgto see him himself. Accord- 
ingly ^xmt 4. P.M. ,^ he arrwred at the mission tr^ag^ 
ittonded by the whole t>f his ANBiail. Tothe: € >t tto4 isi M 



f^^AA is fayariid>ly the oiwt-habM)mU ymrmmAMd m 
itte form, and'^iere took thdbr alsuid with impoMm 
iilenee^ none uttehngp^ wofd for Mreral minutes. Tkt 
appearance of Hinza and hi0 reUmeoperated like an 
Mectric ehock upoii the deUnqm^ty whoae very coob- 
tenance boq[)oke a faint heart, and an hopeless state of 
teind. He wae Permitted to keep his seat on the ipround, 
and the council tinned ^emselyea into a circle around 
him/ The kin^ occasionally aaked him a question or 
tw'o ; hut all the main ^piestions were proposed hy one 
df the chief counsellors ; and he was required to gire 
0feTy answer himself, hiring neitheir counsel nor advo- 
cate at hk side. He now mStesitat^ly acknowLe^flred 
the whole of the charges hrought against him; and 
frankly confessed having stolen the' king's cow, together 
with her calf; hoth which, as in the other instances, i^ 
liad again disposed of to av<pid detection. This done 
tie cast himself upon' Hinxa^ clemency, lauding him in 
ihe most servile maimer, and praising his greatness to 
the very skies. ^ Right andjctott'^said he '' would it he^ 
Wcos enkuluj for you to tramfde me under foot. Hiaxa, 
mightiest of chibfs, Would not do wrong in crushkiff his 
4og to deathi Csrhe is Inkos tnkuluf Inkos tnkulu emiJiu r 
All this time, ' however, the« poor wretch was vainly 
liotiihff that his fhlsoiiie adulation might induco a £Eivoor- 
abie decision' in the mind of his kidge. No eentence 
>ras puhlicly' pronounced, but a thong was ^gain tied 
tovni his neck„ l^ which one of the lung's menials led 
liim away ; and here th,e trial ended. 

Scarcely had di^ begun to davm^.on the Tuesday 
Inoming, before tibe executio^rs commenced their 
' woric.; which began ivith ruin, and ended in4ei^h. 1^ 
culprit was fiVst dragge d to tlm {dace of hk residence, 
and at the point of the spear required to show ev^ 
thing belonging to him. He was then hurried hacK 
a(^n tq the umzi whence Ihey came^ naked, hungry, and 
fhendleissu His property waisall distributed among the 
king's coun8e^ors, whose i^ervices are generally rernu* 
Iterated in this way^ and it was fuythw decreed that 
^the do|r should be killed forthwith." In ChristisD 
lands, nunisters are appointed to attend the imhappf 
•Qilprit to the very drcm, and evei^ thing is done tkut 
-can at all tend to console l^A mind, or shcnrte^ hkjuiireF- 
tngs; bat not so in Caffraria; with spears, and clubs, 
^aad blodgoMi, the baiharons^ throng drove ^ ia-foted 
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nbn ntfi i mine neu Uinza.'a Mildsnce; ladthen 
farced his body, fractuivd his rifatf, mod with ■howras 
vf naiBsiles broke bit head to faec«a. 



ThuB did the gathtiriug cloud nidode. The v«i^fi)l 
Di«iv which circomsteDCH bad led ontaflrichted peojds 
to anticipate a(q>eu«d to be haiAy camvdoTeT them. 



towards us vented their rSM upon th« poor thief i 
othera, who from their rank aiid influence,, were much 
more to be dreaded, were completely Bilenced, partiy bj 
the king' B decided iqppraval of the conduct efthoM wtui 
had aohoneatly and openly avowed the real facta of th* 
case ; but principally by his having made them aharen 
in the ,Bpoi>, circumsUinces < over whiisht we of coura^ 
had no possible contiol. Reoiarkably enough, the angry 
captain, who so furioueJty threatened to do some sertoitf 
nvacbief in the miesion village, happened to be one of 
those wbo obtained portiooaof the coniiscated property ; 
vfhiah immediately put him in perfect gt>od-humonr, inso- 
much that, he began to piaisu the institution as the best 
thing ever established in their country for "detfctii^ 
bad men, and bringiug bad things to li^ht." . " Why dg 
the heathen rage, and the people' imagine a vain thing t 
The kings of uie earth set the^neelves, and the ruleif 
take counsel together, against the Lord, and agaidst hu 
anointed, saying. Let us break their bands asuuder, and 
castaway their cords from. us. He that eittet)! in the 
heavens shall laugh i the Lord shall have, them in de^ 
rision." Psalm ii'. 1-^. 



' Ih^ circimMttiicgg <)f ttk ufad {mm)m wmdiw^d iM^ 
(an object of pecali^ iatflFOst 8iie had long bo«n itiT- 
flicted with a certain deteriptioA of fits, in whk^ site 
Jiometimes unconseipQsif threw hert^ into the ftne. 
in Christian cotmtries siioh a v^itation, nriepeadently 
## age and otheor infirmities, is calcals^ted to excite tiw 
utmost commiseration; and rekitives feel thems^Tes 
boimd, by the ties of humanity as'well as by those of 
nattsre, to provide the suffepers with a safeguard, against 
the d»igeili to which they are. thus unhc^ily exposed. 
But not so here. Ignorance and superstition steel the 
heart and render it invulnerable to the loudest, ihe nm^ 
touching caUs of nature. Numbers in Caffiraria are sof 
Ibred thus to perish, without the least succour inr assist- 
ince ; others are wholly benished from society, ami that 
hy their nearest relatives; yea, even parents themselves 
scruple not deliberately to straiigle,'Of> cause to be stran- 
gled, a son or a daughter, because they have fits. The 
poor old creature in question was one day seized vrifh. 
one of these dread!\il paroxysms, while sitting in h^r 
hut, and actually fell prostrate upon the fire. Alarmed 
at the sight, as they generally are, supposing «iich afiec- 
tions to be contagioiS, her heathenish companions were 
about to flee, when one cried out, ** But if we negl^t 
her, the Umfundis (missionary) will be angry." Aid was 
therefore promptly rpndered, and she was happily res- 
cued from her perilous sitiiation ere she had sustained 
any material injury^ " Is not this a ht2ixA plucked ont 

of the fire r 

• Three of the persons, oiie mah and two women, bap- 
tized on this occasion, belonged to thai class of natives 
which we have repeatedly jnentiohed, and to which the 
Kaffers }iave given the name ^of Amafengooj because 
poor. And poor indeed they are ; for excepting those 
who have settled on the ihission stations, few or any of 
them command saiy thing that oafi be caHed their own. 
In most cases, they are the complete vasSals of thoee 
who entertain them, and h^ve for years been it^ted and 
he^ten about by the enemy iii different parts of the inte- 
jrior. Ask them respecting, th^ir own country and tiw 
place of their nativity, the ur4forn^ reply is, " Far, ftr, 
yeryfar!" 

When reminded, while standing befbre the cohgrega^ 
^n, of the goodness andmer^y of Ood, 'vrho had brought 
them out of a distant land, a land of ItoUd daikness ; who 
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lad preserved thmn in ik» desert; and Icept them aHve 
ixnon^ the slam ; who had preTented Uirir fallmg a 
yrety to the pursuer, or perishing in the field ; and had 
it lehgth brought them/ safe td his " tabernacles and to 
lis holy lull ;'*t-4he tears trickled down their UadL 
i^he^s^ and the whole xKmgregatiun' melted too. One 
of their nun]ft>er was the son of an Ammziaza^cldeSj who 
would doii^tless hare 'become a powierful ruler in that 
tribe, had it not bees dispeifsed, and in a great measmoe 
destroyed by the iuTeders. t 

That anj^ctsdentied numbers of these destitute exiles 

should haire been literally driven into this quarter, by a 

train, of imcontrolliftiie occurrence?, at the very time 

when Christi»uty was becoming estaUished in the coua- 

try, and when the gospel was pushing its way onwahl 

as if to meet them ; that a strange variety of circiisk- 

stanees^should have tended to sca(tter such numerous 

groups of them around our res{>ective stations, uraomudk 

that many are now to be found amoiigthe inhabitants 

of every nti9si<H^ village in^Oaffraria, are facts of the 

most pleasing kind ; bmA. facts, too, in which every pious 

nuHd, as well as the missionary, cannot but recognis^ 

the hand ^md'proi^deiirce of the Most High. - This, bo\9$- 

ever, is hot all ; they are not merely thrown within the 

range of jnissionary operation, but^ by a distinguishing 

and remarkable resMoiness both to hear and receive ths 

word, th^y are cdbvipusly' becoming special objects of 

misilioiiary attent^oin. Although equ^y, if not more 

superstitious in general than the, Kaffer, they appear t# 

be much less infisen^sed by th^t 8k^4;i6a]: ^rit v^hiok 

he so frequently evinces. Painful -as >have • been the 

^spensaCions^f heaven towards them, " Jehovah,*^ saipl 

<uie, '* has been thereby j^acinj^ us uiider the missibii- 

ary .wing." , Our stations are evidently becoming thdr 

asylums; ^nd ) firmly beiieve that the period is not far 

distant when nmiibefs of them wtiil be added mito tto 

Qhoristian <^urcli. ^' hi that time shall the pf esent be 

hrohght MHto tiie Lcnrd at hosts of 9 p^Ofde scattered and 

peel^ and from a people terrible from their beginniiig 

hitherto: a nation msted oitt and trodden Untk^r. foci, 

yAme land the rKvers have 'spoiled, to the plape of the 

nanie of the %^v6.^ of hosts, the mount Zion." l^aidi 

■CTii.7. ' . ' . ^ ' ' ■ * 

I hi a few dayB after the baptism- of Mie ^sibow^^mm^ 

^ lidnaiikdindiial»,i«te'we!f€(ja&0dtsfetliet infill 

M3 



1374 o^mimMM MMtmMamoM. 

flimony. Fourofth^nhadbeenliTiBgtc^P^heryacoaid- 
ixig to Kaffer cBBiom, for several yearft ; but with, this 
^ey were noloifiger satisfied,. and therefore determizied 
on ratifying their engagem^its to each other in the 
house of God, and in the manner required by tiie 
*^ Chhstian^s Ibw." I-could not but remark one Ihkif, 
as it said much for their sincenty.'—^iot one amoof 
them even so much as intimated a widi to take ^^ new 
wives :*' to be bcnmd to those they had, and to those 
onl^, and that for life, was ijae ttn^moiidy-ejq)res8ed 
desire of all. Nor was it a little pleasing to hear them 
4Kibseqiiently rejoicing in hope that the solenm combina- 
iion of circumstances attendant oa their union would 
lor ever prove a safeguard a^^ainst the vile and polyga- 
noBs habits of their Seathemsh countrymen. Neither 
tte men nor women had upon |hem afiy article of native 
costume, their beast-skiu'-gerbs having.been wholly left 
•thome. ^ 

The sacred page exjdibitlv depkres^ that '^mairiagf 
id honourable r and wben th^ polygainous Afirican is 
convinced of this, we camiot but conclude that a gmd 
^int ik gained^ , Hence it is an encouragbig ftc^ that 
liiQse who, on our different mission stations in Caffira- 
via, have been thus legalfy married, and who are coo- 
dtlcting themselves with pvoprietv, each man as Ae hus- 
band of one "vfife, not only regard thems^ves as having: 
Utained a degree of respec^ilit]^ and moral nmk of 
which their two, three, and foiir-wived friends are una- 
ble to boast, but many of the latter are actually begin- 
ning I9 recognise their superiority 09 this very ground. 

On coming oat of the chiq;>el, the ne^ly^-manried 
bouples were heartily greeted by their at^uaintances, 
who congratulated them on having now obtamed a name 
more honourable than their neighbours. To th^ credit 
"be it spoken, no feasting or oc^usion followed^ as is too 
4^uently the case on similar occasi(»^ ^ven in cnligfat- 
encKl countries. AssemU^d together m one or other of 
^eir tittle hints, the party sp^nt their time between the 
liotirs of divine service, in a' manner tiruly becoming and 
tirrepioachable. Over a cup of tea^ presidntod to %%em bjr 
'Mrs. Ki^, they became perfecthr social, and deUghtftdly 
ihai^y. ' *' Now," said one, with his wife taiitiBg at hii 
aide, ** we are like Umjundit and Inkosijtazt^^^the mir 
ikwwiTyi^hiswife. 
- : Tw«» <ntt of tfaepix wifl&^d to hav# bettt maniod some 
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weeiks prerumi^jr, but were pi^ey&nted by the yovn^ 

womaa's father, who refused to give his consent bocause 

the ntan iras not able immediatSy po pay him the price 

—eight or ten head of cattle-^-which he demanded for 

his daughter. Oi^t pf this circumstance arose aniatep- 

«sting and impinrtant controTersy. By one party it was 

surgued, " How can we give up a custom wh^h waB 

•established by our forefathers, and which continues to 

be such a source of profit V' while the other contended, 

8a3ring, " Is it right, because our ancestors were i^o^ 

,raiit, still to adhere to a- praqtice whiqh {daces our ohii- 

dreu on a level with the beast, seeing we are now coi^ 

Tinced that they, like oui(selves, have immortal souls 1^ 

This question having been.repeatedly put to the old msa 

alluded to, by one and another of we ns^ve convert^ 

he at' length gave mp 'the point, $siA fully consented t0 

the Mimmage, witihout furltor stipiidation* A few days 

hefore thia took plaee, I went into his hut, and founi 

him very ill indeed $ upoi^ asking the oai:^e> he told me 

it {uroceeded from, an ii^ury h^ had received in hi^ back 

many year? ago ; but that he feared God was- thereby 

about to termiipite his life, became he had endeavoived 

to simport the heatiienish customs of their nation ! 

" To despose and degree the female sex,^' say^ Dr» 

Robertson, in his Hi^ory of America, " is the charaer 

teristic i of a savage state* m every part of. the globe» 

Man, proud of excelling in^atrength and in courage, — ^the 

eh^f raazks ofprenemiiMpce amon^ rude people,^* 

ixedA» woman, aa an inlerior, with disdain. Marriage 

its^ instead of being aumonof affection and interests 

between . equals, becomes among them the unnatural 

<^junctioii of -a master with his slare. It is the (Ay 

eerratioB <^. an author whose opinions are deservedhr 

offbeat ¥rmght,tlBt ^ wherever , wives are purchase^ 

their concUtion^ extremely depressed.'* , They become 

the property and slaves of those who buy them, |i» 

whatever part of ibJb globe this custom prevails, the 

observation holds^-. In countries where refinement has 

. made some pro^ss, women, ^hen purchased, are exf> 

duded from society, shut up in sequestered apartment^ 

and kept under the vigilant guard of their masters. I* 

itider nations they are, as «heady 8hQwn» degraded' to 

the meanest fanotions. nos the first institatioa of 



social Uh is perverted. That sMe of donravtio ttam 
totraods which nature leads the human species, ia <adet 
to soften the heart to gentleness and hHtnamt j, is ren- 
dered so unequal as io estabtish a cruel ^distinction be- 
tween the sexes, whidh forms the one to be harsli ani 
unfeeling, and humbles the other to servility and siib> 
jection." 

Just as I concluded divine service in tl^e eveninsTy we 
were called to witness the peaceful death of one of our 
female members. Th^ hut. in' which she expired was 
mie of mourning, and likewise <me of J07. - As soon ss 
it WB9 understood that her end was diraWin|r near, ths 
peojple flocked to the spot, and the room was speedilj 
4Browded to excels. AU^ being anxious to see her, the 
faress was so great that there yas scarcely room to 
move. Her eves had become dim, and the spirit was 
neai^ly gone when we arrived. Around her stood tiis 
Irasband and two or three children, wcieping most bit- 
terly ; and wMlel enga^ in prayer, death fintsbed his 
work, releasing her from the tabernacle of t^lay,' whic& 
lihe left without a sigh or a groan. During her afflic- 
^on, which was long and severe, she was o^n tempted 
to think th^t her faith was aU a delusion ; but from tlut 
ihe obtained comj^te deliverance some da^s before her 
e9dt. Throughout the whoile of. her sttfienngs notfaii^ 
appeared to £stres8 her so much as Uie'refleiptioii) that 
•he had not been so foithful to, the grace given a» she 
ought to have been. ' TMs^she frequently e:q)ressed in 
^le course of K^onversaticm, and deeply de^oied her ua- 

e^tefUlness to the Saviour of smners; to adopt her own 
ords, <*ttie veryth^ght thereof rendered her heart 
sore.'* Her last moments were not maiked by any 
thing l%e rapture or .ecstasy, but she was blessed with a 
Confident hope, tlnough lesns Christ, of everlaslii^ hfi»; 
Imd some of her last wotds^ were, ^I am dying, I an 
dying in peac^, through Jesus !" 

About two oV>lock P. M. the follotinaig day, the iahab- 
Itintb'Of the miasioh village were assemU^, to attend 
tb<^ remains of this pknuhnative to the grave. Not beii^ 
Abletoget a coffin, the relatives wrapped m>the,bp<^ 
In mats, and constructed a bier of poles and faraokhflt. 
^iflite |»05ple then r^)aired to tiie chapel, when I readt]i» 
lOnetie^ Psalm, and likewise a piait of the fille^ith 
chapter of the first of Corinthians ; this done, a short hymn 
was sung, ilUL^ mmm ixiafiiiisd jwciaiprayeir ;vafter. 



^T^iieli, the proc^ssEon tnot«d off in i«gularorder towafte 
the burial ground, and solemn ^iLence prevailed the 
^rhole way. Having mrived at the grare, dog by tin 
xelatives themselves, the corpse Was lowered mim the 
flhonlders of the bearers, and placM in iU duety bed ; 
upon which I addressed all present on the momentoos 
subjects of death, judgment, and eternity. The sable 
group listened with the deepest atlentiiM), and whes 
prayer was ended, returned to^"thelr homes in perfect 
qtiietness. Happy indeed was the contrast" between 
this scene and that in the heathen hatnlete around, when 
others were'dra^ng out their dying rriativee to be do- 
TOUred by beasts of jffey ! 
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AuocsT I4th. — Between Butterworth and Morley,our 
nswly-formed "and most advanced station, thcve isa di*- 
tance of eighty or ninety niiles,f and not much-commu- 
nictttion. Having heard Vhat a destructive fire had taken 



{tece there, and being in the daik aa to paxtiinilan^ I 
anxiously hastened to the apot as quickly as poa^ds. 
Our friends bad indeed had a very narrow escape, bul 
report had Kreatly exaggerated the circumetaace. So 
much does Tying obtain among all classes in Caffiaiii, 
that the most payable falsehoods constitute i 



and greatly endangered them. The soil on this part ol 
the coait being exceedingly rich, and v^getatioA conse- 
quently ver^ luxuriant, graaa and hertiacedua plant* 
quickly attain an almost incredible height if the seisoi 
be at all favourable. In many places a man on horse- 
back mi^t ride for miles together without being seeo 
even by persons at the distanc^of twenty or thirty paces 
from him. This, of conne, adtnetimes places the trar- 
eller in imminent danger, as the only paths he is aUe to 
pursue are, in general, such as hav^ been made by the 
elephant, which may be silently plodding along at the 
aune time.* At this seasou Of the year, however, the 
natives usually bum off all the old grass, with theviMr 
of rendering the expected rains more beneficial. Hence, 
blackened Belds, or fields of flame, erorywhere pre- 
sented themselves. Here the face of nature was ren- 
dered sombre indeed, and there sublime beyond de- 
scription. 

When the furious element was seen ^iproaching, 
every possible effort was made to cheftk it, bat in vain. 



Bereral mliTe ftmilies were obliged to desert thek 
^wrellingSy^and leave their smatt stock of household uten- 
sils behiBd ; all whioh were speedily reduced to ashes. 
Among the sufferers was one whose loss was yery 
serious. This was an English settler, Who had for some 
time previously been en^^ged in the Kaffer trade, and 
^who, for his (temporary accommodation, had erected a 
small fragile halntation like unto those of his sable cus- 
tomers. It soon took fire t)iefelbre, and was cojok^tely 
buKot, together with the whole x>f its contents, consist- 
ing of ivory, hides, horns, iftc. &c., to a cQiuideraUe 
amount. 

It was atfirst feared that tiie cause had originated 
-with an enemy ; bi^ it afterward ^Hroved to have arisen 
simply from the oaseleetoees of one of the native chil- 
cbren. A poor hungry- boy, having picked up a siball 
piece of beast's hide, was desirous of eating his morsel 
alone ; and tiierefore concealed himself while broiling 
Itts ^' titl^'' in one of the neighbouring paths. Happen- 
ing, itfdw^ihr, to place his firebrahd too near some 
withered herbage, Uie latter insHmtly itfuited, and, raised 
Iry the wind, the blase over^paread ^e ieM^ the comrse 
Of- a few seconds. As this circumstance occurred liear 
.Cltuanda's^hamlet, the inhadbitants of it watched this pro- 
KTO^s of the flames with very great anxiety, fearing lest 
they should be charged with himng attempted to destroy 
tbe mission property ^ and drive the mimonary kway ! 
The fur^ouet eleihent eontinued t* rage without any 
abatement un^ it arrived within a few 3raTds of the new 
.mission-cottage, ^wiiidirwas nearly completed. Eigh- 
teen or iwenl^ wagon-loads of thatch lay right in front, 
and seemed to .ferm a.train to the ver^ house itself; had 
this theref(»re taken fire, the destruction of the greater 
part, if not the whole, of the property, would have been 
almost inevitable. But, strange to relate, when every 
eye was fixed on this point, and all effort had become 
"WhQUy unava^able, the awfrd oonflagration, now wi^iin 
a few inches of the straw^teap, suddenly ahd com^etely 
^ed away ! The nativw insUntiy exciained, «" T%at is 
^od's work !" 

The site <of Motley, by the natives called Aw^eh, ia 
delii^ully elevated, and has a very* salubrious olimate. 
'The mornings and evenings were mere than ordinarfiy 
oold, ^nd during* tta^ day^he thermometer ranged be. 
tweeii^T and 569 i From this point Is fwesented to ua 



M9 CAmLIAIAiC JMSSfBCUI. 

abundairt seope Ux ob^enra^ion, as the varied ckaarmtitci 
of the dans around jiogether with nuiti^roiuB even^ii 
oocurrenced in -its vicinity^ fill eyeiy part of the iMi 
with deep iatereat. ^ A« the mission was but recom- 
menced in April last, there had not been time for the 
erection of any isid^aatial; building, excepting' the one 
above-mentioned. Oonaequently the mission village 
still wore the a»ect of a hative hamlet; and Messrs. 
ShepBtone and Freemantle (the artisans), with their 
families, wem dwelling in huts. In the backgroond 
there are deep and thiokly-voodpd ravines ext«ftdii% 
down to the sea, which is not more than fifteen or twen^ 
mile» dieta^t. Henee$ srhen the atmosphere is clear, 
the ocean may be (hsttnctly seen^ and its cooing 
breeaea will doubtlesa be kAi thrdiugfaout the year. 

A few minutes' walk to the eastward bti^^os to the 
pred|)ttou8 heights of the Umtata, whose channcA fbrmi 

a perfect gidf. As, my nervous friend, Mr. , o4^ 

aerved, *^ It turns ene giddy to look into it." Nei!«rdi»- 
less, diaimd and inacceanble as m«iy <oC it4 gioMiy re- 
cesses a{)f>6W to be^ th^ are thronged with peQf)ie to 
whom the ti^eniendous foecipice aad .ragged chfiT seen 
beauteous, because a kind of rampart and place of refngs 
intimetof danger*. Out ef'these chasms it is almost in^ 
possible te draw.tiie iiih^dntants by^any consideratioa 
whateyer> There only .they' fe^l- secure; and as ihh 
mountain sidcts. afford abundant {Pasturage, their heids 
teive remarMdy well. 4a the bottoms tljere are rich 
plots of garden«ground, capable of yieldiag itondintly tf 
properly eoltivated. In tht be^ of the river I observed 
the ca0totK>il tree growing most luxuriantly; and fine 
timber was ever3rwhere scattered aboujt. Of this va^ 
able material th«i^is an excellent supply within a few 
hundred yank of theatiission pfenjfises ; it, intact, forms 
a fine grove, rick in deep and. Varied foliage, ad^i|^ 
^atly to th^ b^uty of the landscape.- The surround^ 
ipg. populMion here irmodli move dense and crtrnded 
thaa that on the b<Nrdenr of.the eokmy ; the hamkts alse 
sri^ cOneiden^ly larger, c^maislkig in general of a muak 
greater number of huts. ' 

J^ight in front is the mountain chann, at the foot of 
wbidk' such lamentfdole hAvoc was made by our: troops 
•li^ng the Temama of the Maatatee lH>st in Jime and 
Adyiese. AAerthe attack made by that powerfhlbodr 
of invadeaa on the Baldstpees and other Bobchaaii 
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i tga3em hL IBSOi, Bad therapukd raecrad bytiMB teoi 
; ,%h^ ftreanm of the Gh^WB, thi^ appeav k> luur^ciridM 
(. thii^s^vea into, two nmies. One of tliein praoMdad 
h in a iKNTtb-etslerly dirtctioii, and wm scanely heaid of 
^•tBfterwaid; buttiie otlier nnmif asthf €«me down to the 
- southward, dispersing and plnndermg tbe tariocis dlaw 
r ^atfellin^eirway. In the comae of about two yean 
] ^^ upwards of one tfaoaaaad fugitives, meetly in a state of 
^ 'Mztreihe destitution, took ref^e inUM colony, a cireina- 
J, tftance wholly unprecedented in any former period.'?* 

At length tiiis sweemng force reached tin Ama- 

, ponedae, £id stationed mm^^ves about the sources of 

,, the Umtata, whence they occasionally sallied .forth in 

J nkirmishing parties apea the ontskirte of the AnMem- 

^ boo. As Ohaka's warriors were scouring the coast 

, about the. same p^odi the whcHe of tl» frontier trib e s 

WOX6 of cocffse greatly i^^itated ; and reports reached 

] the colony, that this much*4readed tyrant was ra|Mdly 

a|>proaclu!^ for the processed pinpoee of subjugating 

the Kaffer nation^ mid establishing his supremacy a mo ng 

the- blacks. Statements, therefore, the moat ezagijet- 

ated were got up by the different chieftains wiUi a view 

of inducing goyemment to send out an armed foroe to 

teeirhelp. 

Major •*—*—, accompanieid by an armed escort, consiat- 
ing of IMrty dr forty men, was at^lengtii deputed to visit 
^e Zoolah king, who had some time previously sent 
two of his chief captains on an embassy, apparently to 
ivcertain what Ifne of policy our government would 
adopt, in the event of his taking the steps above-men- 
tioned. The object of this deputation was, imquestion- 
kbiy, the prometion of peace ; and it cannot but be ne- 
grelted ^at its results were not in aceortoaee tiierewith. 
Cte their arrival m Fakoo's territories, they found, that 
ehief utterly destitute, laid prostrate on <th^ ground, and 
in a state of mind bordering upon despair. Some time 
elapsed before the* party were able to elicit Urom him 
anyinformatioH whatever; but when prevailed upon to 
enter into conversation, he stated that the enemy had 
aittacked him in the beginning of the preceding montlu 
inviBKled his country, plundered his people, and bmnt 
their dwellings to the ground. 

Here thd ei^dition wasdiverted fyom its course, and 

« Thompioii's Tnrreb, >oL i p. aea. 



inincodhiatily-ta vetMatftotiie Baihee, by arepoxttiMit 
tlie imradan weie taking a more inlsiid roiAte, foe tki 
purpote of fidling upom th» AamteiirixM). Tbese, how- 
ever, coatiated owky of a few waaderera beloni^uig to 
Malttwana, the Zoolahe liaTing gone back the way tbsf 
canie, taking their apoil with them. 

Neverth^eaa, beiii^ informed that the Tetnboo chief 
considered himiaelf in danger, our- white wanioiB in- 
stantly flew to his aid, put peace out of the questHn, 
and strangely lent themselves to the promoters of war. 
After marching until evening (July 36th, 18^6), they 
halted and bivouacked on the westernmost source of 
the Umtati^ attended by about ^ye thou^aod natives, 
whom Yooeaili had assembled for ih» purpose. Falliag 
in with a company of Matuwana^s peo^e the following 
day^ they made a charge upon them^ snot several, and 
took twenty Uiotisand head of cattle. These were all 
given to the Temboos, who. com^dained ot having sus* 
tained sevete lose, and who herewith returned to their 
houaes in great triumph. Very few days, howeves, 
lapsed ere the impoverished and enraged, chief seoit 
down an overwhelming force, ana e£fectually succeeded 
in recapturing his herds. He at the same time vowed 
vengeance against his opponents, declaring that he 
wbttd pay them a visit when they least ejmected him, 
and when ** the assistance of white men and guns would 
not be obtainal^." Fear and revenge, therefore, now 
tfave rise to a hue and cry, which put the whole of Kaf- 
»rknd in commotion, and the colony itself was su^ 
poaed to be in danger. 

About a month after the above-jnentioned skirmish, a 
strong mihtary f(»rce, together ^^witit several hundred 
armed colonists, were hurried into the interior to the 
distance of nearly three hundred miles from the colonial 
boundary, wheice they were immediately joined by aa 
immense host of Kaffera, who inroved themselves to be 
Kaffers indeed ! Flushed with the hope of eonquest and 
'abundant spoil, having gpt an ally so powerful in their 
van, the natives hastened onward to the conUmt, point- 
ing out exactly the site whereon was erected the tem- 
porary huts of the Amanwana. On the Sunday evening, 
the troops arrived within a few hou»' march of the spot, 
and, after halting for an hour or two, again prpceeded 
wi^ the view of taking them by surprise ere dawn of 
day the follQwiug moroinig. In this th^y succeeded; 
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ftwt asleep, the rnshinf of honee, the cfaMmy of epetn^ 

and the horrid roar of muaqwetry povred in iqnmi them* ' 

on erery side. Who can conceive of a aitoataDn more 

arvirfiil i The thovtght makes one's very blood nm ci^ 

If we had not heard the details of this sanguinary affaii 

csonfirmed by more than fifty eyewitnesses, we cooid 

not possibly have giyen credence to it ; so sfcrange was 

the {dan, and so barbarous its results ! A respectable 

British officer, whom duty recpired to be on the spot, 

candidly declared to the author, that it was '^ one of Uie 

most disgfracefnl and <iold-blooded acts to which the 

Unglish soldier had erer been rendered accessary." 

The moment our troops arrived on the summit of the 
eminence that overloodced the vale in which Bfoluwana 
and his men were lyinf,. orders were given for all to 
gallop down among the houses. Their affiri^ted oocn^ 
pants then poured out in droves, and a dmdfcdly de- 
structive fire was forthwith opened upon them. Very 
few seconds elapsed ere every hut was vacated, and 
thousands seen ik^ampering off in every dioraotion. Num- 
bers, i^unt and emaciated by hunj^er and age, crawled 
out of their miserable sheds, but with pitiable apathy sat 
or laid down again as if heedless of their fate. Many of 
%he female^ cast away their -htUe ones, the more read-^ 
Hy to effect their own escape; while otiiers actually 
pltinged into the deepest part of the river with their in- 
fants upon their backs. In this situation some were 
downed, others spesured, and many stoned to death by 
the savage throng; insomuch that the water was at 
length literally died with Mood. 

'niose of the poor Afiricans who are constantly en- 
gaged in a course of warfare keep their spears, and 
shields, &c. always at hand ;. and are, Ifaereibfe, armed 
in a moment. Ilence, though driven thus suddenly ftom 
their hovels, every man was as quickly prepared for ac- 
tion ; and ^er running for a short distance, until aide 
|>artiidly to marshal their scattered companies, they 
bravely rallied, and prepared to defend themselves: But, 

•It hot indeed :beien nid, |hat a pariejr was attenqitad; and for 
tha hoDOtir of our countrymen, we cannot but wish that this could 
barabeen proved. Unhappily^ however, the unanimous testimomr 
of numbers who were personally present durinc the whole aff)«y la 
altogether against this assertion, showing too eieaily that tiMi* "«« 
not attoi^t^ ier my thing of the kind. 



ai«idftd to 8M9, ttnkr lussile WMpwis wore m* h^ 
lodMts; and for 8peair» they reoeiTed bidls, wbieh Uimr 
nakad bodies wei»> of oowne, not 1m^ able to stand. 
Hmidieds ^fo^dyi lell; ^md the reiA <ted to the moui- 
tains, whitberthoy/wMre puEined wHh «« flpvch i^eed 
as the soldi^s hone ivaa capaUe oC 

The Kaffor host had ail this tioae hmg li&c^; aai 
while themilitary were roating A'Muwaoa and hie war- 
riors, they busily eai[^yed themsdves ie 4riwig off 
all the cattie they om^ ihid, and in Huinlerifig tbs 
women and children. Preriouaty to jthe attack, beiitg 
HMde, orders had indeed been 'gi^en by the eofiunaadiiig 
officer, Bthctiy prohibiting tiiis barbarous kind of con- 
dnet : b«t he who lets ike lion loose, ought not to forget 
^Mt he requires goavdtng. When thet.tro<q^ retiumed 
to the point whence they started, the field presented a 
scene mdescribably shoekiiw: old d^cr^it Baen» with 
their bodies pierced, and heeSi admost ent off; pgegmA 
females ripped open; tops b^ritea^^mdhanfls. likewise 
severed from the arm, as tf for the pivq^ose of getting th 
aimlets or scnne othmr toiling ornament ; littte chiUrca 
(bnttlated and honitily mangled; m^y in whom thf 
sparic of lifehadbecoQie q^te ettinet ; some who were 
stitt struggling in tbd agonies of death, and others near^ 
lifeless ei&eavouring to crawl about among the dead 
One of the soldiers while crossing the vidlc^ happened 
to obserte a Kaffer intently ei^aged at a distaiice : he 
immediately advanced to see what he was about, and 
found the brutal savage deliberately cuttmg off ths 
breasts of a ^Ipless female, whom he had thirovm dowa 
on the ground for the purpose. Without standing to ^ 
ai^ questions^ he in^antly leveled hys j^ete^ smd shot 
the barbarian dead on the spot. 

But to return to tlie village of peace. The number 
of inhabitants actually residing at Morley was but small; 
but as the greater part of them were exiles, and persohB 
belonging to^everal different nations, various circum- 
stances gave to their character more than ordinary in- 
terest. While Mr. Shepstone and I were conversing, 
after dinner, a fine stout young woman came in, followed 
by a ferocious looking Temboo, and began 4eUing her 
tale of wo. Being a poor, deserted Feiigoo, this nun 
had some time previously laid hands upon, and detained 
her as his slave. $he had borne the yoke until Me to 
sustain it no longer; and heating' tiot several of her 



fiOcnr-siAm bad taken ^ tteur tbo%tniAwe€iOf^A0 
d^ennmed on joining them,. The inuMionary, there- 
fore^ i^kras appealed to as umpire between the paiiies. 
No peisuasive or argummit could iadooe the woman Ui 
think of returning, as she had^aeen. what had. been 
dxMie to some of her defenceless comiades,*' whoee fata 
she also had eaqieeted to share. After some- hours' de- 
bate, the matter was happily settled. The Tembo9 net 
being aUe to establish any legal claim to her s«rvice8« 
and fearing to adopt any coercive measuve, iaally agreed 
to give up the contest, on condition that appear was 
presented to hhn for the food she had eaten. Without 
set^^ up any plea- against such a requisition on tfas 
ground oi wim done fbr hutt, the poor creature in* 
stantfy Hew to her friends, who lebt her pld iron suffi- 
cient to serve -as an equiyalent. "Now,^ said she^ 
'^ Awedo is my home, and Umfimd^ is my captain : here 
Will I dwell, and there^wfil 1 make my i^urdenj' 

Am(»ig tltoee who were employed in various kinds of 
work on the mission premises, one old man was pointed 
out to mey whose history is highly injteresting, H^ 
heard from afar, thatihe AbafUndis ^missionaries) were 
men of peace, ^nd tUat these.men eif pe^pe were come 
into ^e land.- This int^genpe- exeited in his utad ^ a 
burning desire to see them;'' smd'altiiough he* knew not 
which way to proceed, he set off tn seateh, and deter* 
mined if possible to find them. For food on their jour^ 
ney, both he and his £aumily were entirely, dep^mient 
upon the spontaneous suppUes of nature ; buU^ous roots 
and earth-nuts constituting their only means of subsist* 
ence. Oattle they had none, nor were they able to pro« 
cure^ttny. Having to travel lhrou|^ an enemy's coun* 
try, he haid frelquently to flee for his life ;, so* that his 
^mily was at length completely dispersed, and he lost 
the wh(M of his chil^bren (five) one by one. Thus dis- 
.teessing was the. situation of this sphtary wanderer in 
the desert, without any c^arthly prospect whatever, and 
bereft of the only solace he hsul He nevertheless per- 
severed in his main design; earnestly inquiring as he 
went along, if any one knew "where the men of peace 
chv^elt 1" Aftor travelling until almost worn out, and 
ready -to iaint, he^ finally reached the station ; and Uiere 
his peregtins^ioncf ended. - Delighted wi^ the idea of 
kamag at last found the plape where war was Haloqfar 
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leanwd, his c1iief<coiieem now was reipecting^ hiB<M« 
dren; nor had'ho been there many weeks before inkd- 
ligence arrived oftheir safety. Though scattered about 
«id widely separated, they also had heard the glad tki- 
ings that their aged parent was still alive, and residing 
at Aweelo. This, therefore, became^ the ceantre point, 
and thither they bent their course, first one and then an- 
other: so that, *althou^ often constrained to moon 
under the impression that he shoidd never see them 
again, he had already received (o^T out of five, and like- 
wise information that the other might be expected in a 
tew days. It was altogether impossible to see him, and 
Mstento his simple narrative, without admiring his spirit^ 
and participating in his joy. One or. two of his sons 
were fine, active, and promising youths, upon whose 
minds the important truths of holy writ seemed to be 
making a deep impression. 

This station is indeed established in one of the finest 
and most interesting pK(ts of Southern Africa; but it 
seems (o be by fkr the least protected of any in Gafira- 
ria. Its immecHate vicinity is divided into so many 
petty states, territories, and chieftainships, that bicker* 
mgs and jealousies ar6 endless ; ami thefeu^s and broils 
which ever and anon occur, oft^ rise to an alartning 
height. On <>ne side is Cetani ; * and ' (»i the other, 
Quanda: neither of whom is of much power or infiir^ 
ence beyond a certain circle. The former is probably 
the most powerful of the two, and perhaps most Ukely 
to increase in power ; Imt the latter is most fri^tidly to 
the mission, and likewise the only chief who has joined 
the mission village. His hamlet, embracing a much 
larger number of families than is usually found attainted 
to a chieftain's residence, is but a few minutes' walk 
from the mission-house. 

We went thither in the afternoon to sep him, and to 
visit a native youth, the son of one of his warriors, who 
had been bitten by a wolf four or five days previously. 
The animftl, rendered daring by feedii^/so frequency 
upon human flesh, actually pushed open the hut*door 
and entered while the family Were all adeep. It seized 
the poor lad by the calf of the le^, and appears to hsve 
been dragging him away, when his screams aroused tito 
mother and others lying aldnffside of him. The busfle 
and oonAision which thuei enAed induced the creature 



to di^ its pref and "Walk oatr agam.* Bo dreadfully 
loLlh superstition enthralled their mtndat that, ineredibto 
as it may seem, they almost feai^to speak in the pres- 
ence of this vohtcious animal^and revolt at the idea of 
killing it ! The one that entered the house on this oc- 
casion is supposed to be kept by a neighbouring wizard, 
and is said to be ornamented with necldaoes, ^. Hence 
' all are exceedingly afraid of it, scrupling to adopt even 
defensive^measures, lest they should thereby bring down 
upon themselves the vengeance of ils master ! The 
women who sat around us while theboy*8 wounds were 
dressed, said they nowtremUed to go outside after sun- 
set, seeing the Incnuka had been sent among them. The 
man under whose directions it issaid to prowl, informed 
Quanda a few weeks before this oqcurrence took place 
ihatiie had a dream, in which two heifers belonging to the 
chief appeared to him ; and that until those two animds 
-were presented to him, the countrv would remain in an 
afflicted state, parched with drought, as. he should not 
allow ai^ rain to fsdl. Poor Quanda, hftying but few 
cattle, could not bear the thought of parting with his 
heifers^ and yet feared to denytbe iihj[>o8tor, wad hereby 

* Ten days or a fortQij^t ^(ler Ihit occvrrenoe, when oi\ our way 
back to the colony, the inteipreter apd 1 were benighted within a 
few miles of the Great Fish Kiver. Having been on the saddle the 
'virhole day, onr worn-out steeds were unable to carry us farther. 
We were therefore obliged tobiyouack on Xbb open pkiin ; and in « 
place where, as we afterward discovered, neithel' water nor fuel was 
obtainable. After much and anxious research indeed, a snudl pond 
of brackish aiid stagnant water was found, together wtth a few with* 
ered branches, which, when ignited, served to cheer the desert'* 
grloom for an hour er two. Casting our beast-skin blanketa about us, 
-WB ' laid down upon the grass, ami, e^ the li^t went out, became 
wholly and happily uiiconscious, both of the eomfbrtlessuess and the 
peril of our situation. The howf of wo|ves, however, again and again 
Droke in upon our repose in the course of the night -, but excessive 
fatigue rendered the influence of this only momentary, •as 

' " Tired nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep," 

had made iis fully proof a«iinst appreJbension and alai:m. When 
our fire became extinct, nothing rejnained to deter or to keep those 
▼orapious prowlers at a distance ; hence, when awakened by the 
dawn of day, we found that two of them had actually circumambu* 
l^ted and made a complete circuit routMl about us ; from which it 
vras quite evident that they had repeatedly come within little more 
than three' pacea of our heads, and within even less than that of our 
feet, which were much more exposed ! Gratitude to God constrained 
as instantly to bow our knees before^ him, andtoadoce that, power 
^ whioh we had thus been mercifully pieaerwd. 
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klkk attached to that word, very considerably strengfliJ 
ens the opinion of its being, like many others now in- 
bodied in the Kaffer language, one of Hottentot origin. 
The profier names of Deity, used by the AmapoDHMla, 
are Udali (Maker or Creator) and Umenzi, which signi- 
fies ** worker ;^' and which, when used in a sacred sense, 
is fully understood as referring to that Being by wImkd 
the great works of nature were produced, — the heavens, 
the earth, and the sea, &c. Tikaloshi also is much more 
frequently and familiarly talked about than among the 
more southern tribes. This is an appellation that seems 
to be given to some invisible and indescribable being, 
whom they sometimes personify as a Uttle, ugly, malig- 
nant fellow, capable of doing them much harm, of in- 
flicting pain, and of effecting their ruin. They likewise 
imagine that he is able to disturb their happiness by a 
kind of amorous intercourse with their women ; by in- 
ducing the wife to play the harlot, and the husband to 
go astray. The men, 1 was told, sometimes pretend to 
wage war with him, and, after storming the hut in which 
he is supposed to be carrying on Ms mal-practices, 
loudly boast of victory. 

How affectingly do such indisputable evidences of 
gross darkness call for the enlightening influences of the 

gospel ! While we rejoice that the standard of troth 
as at last been erected in this benighted region, it is 
still impossible for the contemplative mind to look 
around without reflections of the Inost painful nature. 
What is one solitary station in this vast field 1 What is 
one missionary on the eastern side of the Bashee^ 
Why, there are tens of thousands round about who can 
never either hear his voice or see his face. In order 
to make a visible impression upon this great mass, a 
host of missionaries are wanted ; and until more la- 
bourers can be got into the field, our widely scattered 
lights will be but like glimmering tapers twinkling amid 
the oppressive gloom of midnight. Besides, difficdties 
of no ordinary kind must for many years be expected io 
those remote spheres of labour ; no station, therefore, 
80 far distant from the colony, ought to have less than 
two or three missionaries upon it. These are requisite 
to give stability and regulanty to the work, and to meet, 
even in a small degree, the wants of the sorrouB^ 
population. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

fioa constrictor — Female curriers — Chaka's encampment — Country 

)icture8que — Awful tr^tea ofdeyastation — Low estimate of human 

ife — Herd of hippojiotami — Narrow escape — Mode of killing the 

lippopotamos — ^Arrival at Daapa's hamlet — His European origin^ 

Heathenish disposition — Warlike habits— Dwelling near the sea 

— Account of his mother — Where shipwrecked — Her marriage — 

Family Influence — Death— Daapa's domain-rThe minished state 

^f his clan. 

August 15M. — One of the interpreters this morning 
gave me some particulars respecting the usages of his 
countrymen with regard to an enormous reptile, which, 
according to his description, answers exactly to the 
character of the boa constrictor. The douhts which 
formerly obtained relative to the existence of this dread- 
ful creature in Southern Africa are now in a great mea^ 
sure removed, one having been killed by a late adven- 
turer on the upper part of the coast. It is by no means 
common ; but various accounts^ given by the natives, 
fully substantiate the fact. By them this species of the 
serpent tribe is exceedingly dreaded ; and being in- 
fluenced by certain superstitious notions, they even 
fear to kill it. The man who happened to put it to 
death, whether in self-defence or otherwise, was formerly 
required to lie in a running stream of water during 
the day for several weeks together ; and no beast what- 
ever was allowed to be slaughtered at the hamlet to 
which he belonged, until this duty had been fully per- 
formed. The body of the snake was then taken and 
carefully buried in a trench, dug close to the cattle-fold, 
where its remains, like those of a chief, were hencefor- 
ward kept perfectly undisturbed. The period of penance, 
as in the case of mourning for the dead, is now happily 
reduced to a few days ; ^d, as knowledge increases, 
this heathenish practice, so destructive both of health 
<nd life, will, doubtless, wholly subside. 

Opportunity favouring the project, I determined on 

g)mg to see old Daapa, the only surviving son of a 
uropean female, who was wrecked on this coast some 
eighty or ninety years ago. On this excursion^ Mr. S* 
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accompanied me for the purpose of persuading him, if 
possible, to remove to the mission village. We first 
rode to Quanda's residence, taking with us plasters for 
the poor lad that had been bitten by the wolf. Here we 
found the people busQy employed in preparing new 
mantles. Around a beast's hide that had been stretched 
out and fastened to the ground, sat five or six stoat 
young women, lazily scraping the inner side with the 
serrated edge of an aloe leaf. This was done to raise a 
sort of nap ; after which, the skin is well dried and sa- 
turated with grease, in order to render it soft and ductile. 
Before it came into their hands, however, all fleshy and 
mucilaginous matter had been completely taken off" by 
the men, who are generally very particular about this 
part of the operation. 

Leaving these female curriers, we proceeded along the 
western bank of the Umtata, having on our left an almost 
uninterrupted range of deep chasms, which terminated 
in the serpentina channel of the river below. The 
country all around is exceedingly broken, insomuch 
that travelling is in many places very difficult, and with 
wagons sdtogether impossible. A mixture of trap and 
sandstone still constitutes the characteristic features 
of the hill-tops ; but of the latter description there is 
here perhaps the greatest proportion. The soil is every- 
where remarkably rich, and evidently calculated to yield 
an abundant recompense to the industrious cultivator. 
Most of the ravines are well wooded, and in several 
places I observed large timber growing on the very 
summits of the highest eminences. A tree very similar 
to our English elder is here and there found in the 
valleys contiguous to the coast, and Ukewise a great 
variety of fine bulbs. Among these are two or three 
different classes of omaryllis, and also of the cyrtanthei 
tribe, the obliguasj and the augusta folia, A variety of 
the hycananlhus too, the poisonous toxi carta, is here 
sometimes met with, as sdso that beautiful plant, the 
strelilzi regiruB, in considerable numbers. The land, 
being exceedingly high, must have a very bold and Muff 
appearance from the sea. Several of the mountains 
near the beach are rich in iron ore. At the mouth 
of the Umpakoo, there is a hill of a very singular 
description, and well worthy the careful attention 
of any traveller skilled in geology. It is composed 
principally of iron ore of irregular shsqpe, with iieaily 
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^rpendicukr sides ; it may be about one hmidredya^ 
at the base, and thirty or forty jrards high at the 
liig&est part. While waves dash against the southern 
side, its northern cliff forms a sort of dam to the waters 
of the river, which, consequently, collect and form a 
beautiful lagoon ; but the object that more immediately 
arrests the traveller's attention in viewing this rock is 
a singular excavation which runs quite through from its 
northern to its southern side, thus forming a natural 
tunnel, which in height is about one-fourth the altitude 
of the hill itself, and wide enough to admit an ordinary 
sized coal4)arge. " I never before felt," says one of the 
brethren, '' such sensations of admiration on viewing a 
landscape, as those I was constrained to indulge during 
the few minutes we halted to look at this spot. The 
nndulatory hills on each side of the river ; the lagoon at 
the foot of the iron mountain ; the tremendous breakers 
incessantly roaring on the beach, and foaming through 
the perforation in the rock ; the sun just setting ; aim, 
on the opposite side of the horizon, the pale moon, 
having * filled her horn,' rising above the waters of the 
Southern Ocean, of which we nad, at the same moment, 
an extensive view, formed altogether such a grand and 
beautiful constellation of objects, that I felt considerable 
regret on leaving the place." 

Soon after 11 A.M., we arrived at the Cwanguba, a 
small forest, which clothes the very top of one of the 
most conspicuous peaks in the whole country, and in 
w^hich Chaka's forces encamped when on their devas- 
tating tour in 1828. From this point they commanded 
a full view of all the land below ; a circumstance which, 
in all probability, determined their choice of the station. 
On the right, twelve or fifteen miles distant, is the Um- 
pakoo, wmch forms the boundary, I am told, of the 
Amaquean territory ; and from that river to the Bashee 
the line of coast is occupied by the Amaboovana (an- 
other branch broken off from the Umponeda tribe), who 
join and are bounded by Hinza's clans to the westward. 
Their late chief Gamboosh, together with his son Oalaka, 
have been in alliance with the Amaxos8ean king for 
many years past ; but this is now in a great measure 
broken, in consequence of the cruel and unpopular con- 
duct of the latter. Twelve or fourteen years ago Hinza 
married Gamboosh's dausfhter, who was formerly con- 
ititiited head of his household^ and of whom was bom 
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the rightM heir to his authority. She is now, howewetf 
cast off; her royal husband one day furiously deolarad 
that if she did not depart out of his sight, and imme- 
diately leave his residence, he would certainly plunge 
his spear into her heart ! She was therefore oblig^ t* 
return to her father's house, where she will in all prob- 
ability remain until the son comes to years of maturity; 
and then it is expected he will fetch her home, and 
henceforward become her protector. 

Two or three miles from the Cwanguba we passed 
through a village inhabited by persons of a mixed char- 
acter, chiefly of slave extraction. There can be little 
doubt but numbers of slaves have in former years tak^ 
refuffe in Caffiraria from the lash of their colonial task- 
masters : nor is it less dear that others have at differ^ 
ent times been thrown into the country by means of 
shipwrecks. Most of these being black, and married to 
native women, their children are, of course, rarely dis- 
tinguishable from the people with whom they are now 
amalgamated. In this instance, however, their un- 
usuaUy thick wooUy hair and bushy beards rendered 
them strikingly singular ; and on being challenged, they 
very ingenuously acknowledged their origin. On look- 
ing around, my curiosity was excited by a hut in ruins ; 
and I was induced to inquire why thorns and branches, 
&c. were laid in such order about its fallen roof: upon 
which, they told us that it was the dwelling of their 
captain's late wife, and now her grave. Being a woman 
of rank» she had been allowed to die in her habitation : 
a hole was then dug in the centre of the floor to receive 
her corpse, and after carefully burying her, they had cut 
away the pillars and foundation of the house, and thrown 
down the whole to decay upon the spot on which her 
hands had placed them. No one dared to take a stick 
or a twig from this pile for any purpose whatever. 

The promise of a few^buttons induced one of the men 
to accompany us as guide down into the Mapoozi, whose 
Imnks are occupied by the Amachess. In these lovely 
and picturesque valleys, the horrid alarum of war had 
again and again been heard. Human bones were scat- 
tered about on every side, together with heaps upon 
heaps of ashes, the only remains of former dwellings. 
Witnin a few paces of one of the hamlets, I picked up a 
scull that was lying bleaching in the sun with part of 
th9 peugranium upon it quite ficesh.. Here it was thil^ 
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-the elans abore mentioned were attacked by Chaka^ 

' irarriora, who rushed down from the adjacent heights 

^ like a torrent ; and while the men were endeavouring to 

eecure their herds, the poor women and children were, 

r as usual, left either to flee or perish. Defence was out 

'." of the question, as they had not the means ; and hence 

/ concealment became the only subterfuge of which they 

2 could at all avail themselves. But, alas ! in their flight 

to the forest, numbers were awfully cut off*, and fell to 

, rise no more ! 

Crossing the hills on our left, we at once came into 
full view of the deep and sinuous channel of the Umtata. 
. Its banks were here exceedingly precipitous, insomuch, 
' that riding down was impossible, and even walking was 
' in some places not very safe. After a fatiguing scramUe, 
however, we reached the bed of the river, and forded it 
' without much difliculty. A mile or two more brought 
us among those of the natives who claim the honour of 
] European lineage. The appearance of the first we met 
' with particularly struck me, being much whiter than I 
had expected to find them. On riding up to his umzi, 
he came running out to salute us ; and very soon gave 
us to understand, both by words and signs, that, as he 
had a special claim ilpon our attention, he hoped we 
should not merely notice the colour of his skin, but leave 
him a present behind. For this he was much more 
clamorous than his companions, and in various ways / 

strove to excite our sympathy. At one time he feignecr^ ' 

sickness ; at another idiocy ; and at last, finding that aU 
was of no avail, he had recourse to the common artifice, 
declaring he had had a dream the preceding night, in 
which it was made known to him that two of his white 
friends were on their way bringing various presents for 
him. Such dreams are regarded as binding upon those 
whom the vision concerns, and hence he appeared quite 
confident that we should no longer withstand his impor- 
tunity. 

While talking with him, a strong powerful man came 
hopping out of a neighbouring hut, with one foot bound 
up ; and, on inquiry, we learned that it had been pierced 
through with a lance four or dye months before. " On 
that hill," said he, " Gazana and Cetani fought ; with 
shield and umkoneto, we went to their help ; and then 
was I wounded in the manner you see." So common 
are these bloody broils, even in the absence of foreign 
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loes, that 6iireiy man deems it ae ceaear y to liold kit 
weapons in constant readiness ; and no aooner ta tbe 
war-whoop sounded than all around fly to the scsene of 
action, without ever inqpiiring' why or wherefore. Hav- 
ing reached the spot, each man is guided in his deter- 
mmation as to the pi^ he is to tSsje by interest and 
circumstances. Seldom or ever is it asked, Wbio is io 
the right, or where lies the wrong ? But, Who is tbe 
strongest party ; and where is spMl most certain ? For 
the sake of a few head of cattle, no man cares, <»i sodi 
occasions, to stab his neighbour to the heart : nor do 
such sanguinary deeds appear to be followed up "with 
any degree of compunction whatever. In the course 
of a few weeks, they are adverted to with as much in- 
difference as though a reed only had been blown down 
by the winds of heaven. 

We now came to another elbow of the Umtaka, where 
the bank-scenery on both sides was rich beyond descrip- 
tion. A more charming spot I scarcely ever saw. The 
green hills on each hind; the thick ^oves, through 
which our path wound ; the rugged precipices of various 
hues rising perpendicularly from the water's edge, and 
studded here and there with small shrubs shooting ont 
of the different clefts ; the dark hanging forests on the 
distant heights; herds of cattle, and small hamlets; 
together with the beautiful broad stream gliding alon^ 
at our feet, and met by the tide from below (the estuary 
being but three or four miles off ),*— formed, altogether^ 
one of the finest landscapes that can be conceived. 
While admiring the beauties of nature, thus libe^raUy 
scattered over a small tract of country, twelve or fifteen 
miles in circumference, and sighing over the benighted 
people around me, who were evidently as insensible of 
the Creatpr's wisdom, power, and skiU as they were €^ 
his grace, I was constrained afresh to say, 

^* Should he command me to the farthest yergB 
Of the green earth, to distant barbarous tribes, 
Rivers unknown to song, 'tis naught to me ; 
Since God is ever present, ever felt. 
In the Toid waste as in the city fuU." 

■» 

The narrowness of our road obliged us to proceed 

very slowly ; and this enabled me to indulge in reveries 

Induced by the scene. These, however, were at length 

suddenly disturbed by a shout from ^e interpreter^ 
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^lliere," said he, '*lie the sea-cows" (hii^pc^taini), 
lirecting our attention towards the oj^site bank.* 
rhe animals, about fifteen in number, were all laid upon 
k heap, like so many pigs fast asleep ; partly in and p^tly 
>ut of the water. Some of them were completely im* 
nersed, with the exception of their heads, which were 
)ut just above the suruu;e ; while others exhibited their 
)rodigious carcasses entire. Being all so closely huddled 
together, and perfectly still, and their colour resembling 
that of riung pieces of rock frequently seen along the 
seashore, some minutes elapsed before I could gire 
Willem credit for the correctness of his opinion. Of 
this, however, he soon furnished us with ocidar and 
iemonstrative proof. By scrambling along the front of 
the precipices, he managed to place himself in a parai* 
lei Une with the unsightly mass, and from thence fired 
among them, which produced the- utmost confusion. All 
started from their bed, as if astounded, and at a loss to 
conceive of the cause. One or two instantly plunged 
into the deep, and tiiere cimcealed themselves ; but the 

* It is remarkable that, notwithstanding the singular barrenness of 
man^ parte of tbB coantry, there should l^ye been found within eight 
or nine degrees of latitude from the Cape point, the largest, as well 
as the most minute, objects in almost every class o( the animal world. 
Thus, like the ostrich and creeper among the feathered tribes, among 
the beasts we haye the elephaht and the black-streaked mouse ; the 
one weighing four thousand pounds, the other about the fourth pari 
of an ounce : the camelopardaUs, seventeen feet hi^h, and the little 
elegant zenik, or -viverra, of three inohes. Here too, as above stated, 
is the abode of the prodigious hippopotamus, more bulky, though not 
so high as the elepnant : and also tnd rhinoceros, equally ponderous 
and sow-like in its formation. Of the thirty different species of ante- 
lope known in natural history, this country al(me possesses eighteea. 
Besides these, there is the largest of the eland or oreas that exists, 
ax feet high ; together with the httle pi^y, or royal antelope, which 
is little more than six mchcs. The spnng-bok, or leaping antelope, 
is, as befoie observed, sometknes met with in herds of four or live 
thousttid. The lion, the leopard, the panther, and yarioos species of 
the tiger-cat are likewise indigenous ; but not the striped tiger of 
India. The w(df, hyena, and three or four different kinds of jackals 
are everywhere found ; as also the^ant-eater, the iron hog, or crested 
porcupine, the viverra, that burrows in the ground, the jerboa, nearly 
allied to the kai]^fttroo,aaad several species (xhaires. Bufihloes infest 
the woods and thickets; and m^y of the plains abovnd with zebras^ 
>nththe stronger and more elegant-sha])ed quacha; as well as with 
whole herds m the singular gnoo, partaking of the Ibrm of the ox, the 
horse, the antelope, uid the stag. In the mountains there are numer- 
oas and large trMps oi that disgusting animal, the dog'ftced hebuen ; 
tod likewise swum «f apes and monkeff of all siiBas. 

N3 
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grater part of the herd, apparently half-asleep, stootf 
r a moment or two, not knowing what course to take. 
One had manifestly received the ball, and evinced indn- 
bitable symptoms of pain, but did not disappear until s 
second had been lodged in his back. The whole were^ 
now fully awake, as the report of the gun seemed to^ 
inspire them with a consciousness of danger, inducing^ 
every one to get under water without further delaj. 
There, however, the wounded animal could not loug^ 
bear to stay, but ever and anon came to the surface, and 
made towards the bank, as if in intolerable agony. It 
seemed wishfid indeed to get out of the river altogether, 
and repeatedly essayed to do so : but, as if fearing it» 
unknown antagonists, the amphibious creature again 
and again returned to the depths of its watery haunt. 
Two reasons were assigned by one of my fellow-travei- 
liers for its anxiety to make the land ; one of which was, 
that the salt water increased its pain, a thing not at all 
improbable. '^ But this," said he, ^^ is not the only cause 
of its restlessness. The moment its companions feel 
the smell of blood, they furiously tear, and beat it out 
of their society." 

Two of our people at Butterworth nearly lost their 
lives a week or two before, while pursuing one of these 
inhabitants of the stream. Being out on the banks of 
t^ Kae, one moonlight night, they felLin with, and Gred 
upon, a female that was grazing among the trees. She 
instantly ran off and pkmged into the river; and while 
they stood looking after her, the male, which was also 
grazing hard-by, but unperceived, came galloping down 
towards them. The weight of his huge carcass provi- 
dentially gave it an ungovernable degree of velocity, and 
prevented his turning either to the right-hand or to the 
left ; hence, although he passed within a yard or two of 
one of the men, who, paralyzed with fear, cried, " Lord,^ 
save me, or I shall be crushed to atoms !" he was un- 
able so much as to touch him r 

In one of the paths on the river's brink I observed 
^arp^pointed posts obliquely fixed in the ground, with 
the view of piercing these aquatic monsters as tiiey slide 
off the bank, after their midnight excursions for food. 
Such is one of the plans adopted by the natives for catch- 
ing them, and another is that of digging pit-falls ; but 
Beither the one nor the other seems to be very success- 
fuL Some of the clans kill them by means of poisoned 
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^arts, in^ch are their best substitute for firearms ; for 
of the latter they are wh611y destitute. These are 
eighteen or twenty inches long, pointed with sharp 
pieces of iron, loosely fixed into strong handles, six or 
seven feet in length. The latter, of course, give force 
to the darts, and immediately drop ofif the moment they 
have entered, leaving the barbs, with all the poison 
about them, to work their way into the inside of the 
animal. Thus armed, the native places himself in am- 
bush in some well-known walk of we himwpotamus, and, 
ijvhile it is silently browsing, plunges his deadly instru- 
ment into its side. It instantly flies to the river, where 
he leaves it until the following day, and then returns to 
secure his prey. Having cut away the flesh round about 
mrhere the dart entered, he carries home, and fearlessly 
uses, all the rest. The food of this singular creature, 
although so large,* consists simply of grass or herbage ; 
and its flesh is therefore regarded as being both good 
and wholesome. In point of appearance it is not much 
unlike bacon, and has nothing unpleasant or strong in 
the taste. The inhabitants of the surrounding hamlets 
quickly heard what had happened, and, like so many 
eagles, eagerly flocked to the spot ; but, as night was 
rapidly approaching, we were obliged to proceed, and 
hence left them to enjoy the feast. 

Our quickened pace soon brought us to a circle of 
shattered huts, belonging to one of Daapa's sons ; from 
-whom we obtained 2S. necessary information, and like- 

' * Zeringhi, nn Italian stirgeon, proctrred one (tf these animalfl on the 
banks of the Nile, which measured seventeen feet from the extremity 
of the snout to the insertion of the tail ; sixteen feet round the body, 
and above seven feet in height. The head alone was nearly four feet 
long, and upwards of nine feet in circumference. The iaws opened 
about two feet ; and its cutting teeth (four in each jaw) were about 
a foot long. The feet of the hippopotamus very mnch resemble thoee 
of the elephant : and are divided into foiu parts. The tail is short, 
flat, and pointed; the hide ami^ingly thick, and covered over with a 
few scattered hairs, of a whitish colour. The whole figure of the 
animal is somewhat between that of an ox and a hog ; and its cry 
something between the bellowing of the one and the grunting of the 
other. It seldom attacks, unless attacked : but " I have seen," says 
a manner, according to Dampier, *'a hippoi>otamus open its jaws 
after having be«i struck, and seizing a boat with its teeth, at once bit 
and sunk it to the bottom. And on another occasion, placing itself 
under one of our boats, it rose, and completely upset it ; together with 
aixmsQwhowcM in it, b«t who happUy escaped withoat forther 
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wise a guide to the place whither we were bound. H<__ _ 
arose a question as to what was to be done with the scuU 
1 had got (and which, for certain reasons, I determined 
to preserve), as in the event of its beii^ obscsnred, or of 
any of the people getting an idea that such a thing' -was 
really in our possession, aU would conclude at once that 
we were canying about the much dreaded powers and 
purposes of witchcraft. Knowing this, and deemh^ it 
imprudent unnecessarily to arouse their prejudices, we 
carefully concealed it under the bushes^ where it re- 
mained until our return. While conversing with WiQem 
upon the subject, he informed us that one of their cele- 
brated sorcerers was in the hatnt of keeping a certain 
quantity of milk in human sculls, with the view of injur- 
ing th6se against whom his evil designs might at any 
time be formed ; and that, under a show of hospitality, 
he frequently administered draughts of this syllabvb to 
the unsuspecting stranger, to occasion his death ! 

After slowly winding about out of one disqially dark 
glen into another, our leader adsmptly kit usi, Bjxyiog^ 
^ There's the path : keep it'* A crocJaed one indeed it 
was ; and several others, no less so, branched off both 
to the right and left. At length, however, the sound of 
the bellowing herd, together with the noise of calves, 
determined the direction in which we oi^t to proceed, 
and at once led us down to the old chief's residence. 
This was wretched enough; nevertheless, the naked 
inmates seemed to be deriving a world oi happiness 
from idly squatting around the fire, and chatting about 
matters that formed the iofocs of every day's conversa- 
tion. On inquiring for Daapa, we were directed to some 
old huts at a distance ; but before we reached them he 
himself panie running after us. Alighting from our 
hcMTses, we shook hands with him, and he expressed 
himself as bmng very glad to see us. He then (^dered 
a hut to be swept out, and appropriated to our use dining 
the night : of this we gladly availed ourseIves,and made 
of the floor the best bed we were able : though hard, 
habit and fatigue r^:idered even Uiis easy. 

Scarcely had we taken our seats before several jure* 
nile visiters crowded in and sat down by our side, wi^- 
out either invitation or ceremony. As if for the pmrpose 
<rf amusing us, one of them, a fine-looking girl, very 
grav^y commenced a long and marveUouB story abovt 
the wolf ; all which turned out to be a complete ral»ica- 
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Uoou These poor children literally ''go aatray from 
their mother's womb, telling lies." 

After seeing us housed, the old chief leh us, but pres- 
ently returned, warrior-like, with a long Inroad-bladed 
lance in his hand. Desiring to know why he carried so 
formidable a weapon at his advanced period of life, he 
very 8|>iritedly replied, saying, "To defend myself 
against wolves and wild men, who ramble about in the 
dark." His only covering consisted of an old dirty 
check shirt, that had been presented to him by the late 
unfortunate adventurers Oowie and Green, who perished 
on their way overland from Deli^oa Bay to the colony, 
in April, 1839. Although a compete Kaffer in his hab- 
its and manners, his countenance and features are strik- 
ingly^ European. Up to this period, I had not been able 
to nd myself of a certain degree of skepticism respect- 
ing his origin, although the facts had been reported by 
individuals whose veracity could scarcely be doubted. 
A sight of the man, however, fully convinced me of the 
accuracy of their statements ; and, instead of being in- 
fluenced by mete curiosity, I now felt dee^y interested, 
and determined on collecting as much of his history as 
memory and tradition would afford. 

Like every other Kaffer chieftain, his first and loudest 
complaint was, " Poverty, poverty ; the calves are all 
dead ; the cattle sure all dying ; we have no milk ; the 
children are perishing !" Such complaints have gene- 
rally a twofold object. First, either to enhance the 
value of an intended present, or to excuse themselves 
from making one ; and, secondly, to serve as a plea in 
begging something or other of their visiters. We en- 
deavoured to point out to the old man the impropriety 
and sinfulness of such assertions, seeing, that at the 
very dooi^ of our hut he had a large fold full of cattle, 
and another nearly filled with calves. Although some- 
what slender in i)erson, he has evidently been a power- 
M and very active man ; and for warlike exploits is 
greatly celebrated. Now, however, he bends beneath 
the wei^t of years, and totters on the verge of the 
grave. His ignorance is deplorable in the extreme. 
After supping on a bit of broiled meat, we sang a hymn, 
and then adcSeated all present on the subjeet of divine 
things : but these were evidently quite strange to them. 
Whue prayer was offered up to Heaven, the old pagan was 
wholly engaged in picking up a few beads thai hid been 
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scattered about upon the floor. I subsequently 
Youred to enforce the duty of earnestly imploring- the 
blessing of God upon himself, his family, and his peo- 

Fle : upon which he exclaimeid, ** Yea, yea, I do pray: 
pray that Udali may give us more cattle, more cora^ 
and more pumpkins !" 

Tuesday, 16/A. — Never until this morning did I see 
oyster and muscle-shells scattered about the door of a 
Kaffer hut. None of the Amaxosian clans will eat fish 
at all ; but here stem necessity seems to have subdued 
all scruple. Daapa's hamlet lies right between the Um- 
tata and Umdoombi ; the latter of which rivers runs at 
the very foot of the verdant eminence whereon his mis- 
erable dwelling is erected. It overlooks several beau- 
tiful glens, in which the scenery is rich beyond descrip- 
tion ; and likewise commands a full view of the ocean, 
not more than a mile or two distant. The surrounding 
hUls were clothed with abundance of grass, and the 
deep shades of the forest richly variegated by a thou- 
sand different tints. Here indeed every prospect is 
pleasing ; and only man is vile. To get into this charm- 
mg spot with a wagon would be almost impossible, as 
nature seems to have barricadoed it. Behind are deep 
ravines ; in front, the sea ; and rivers on each side : so 
that it appears to be maiked out as a place of defence. 
Ab^ut eight o'clock A.M., the old chief again visited 
us, brinnng with him one of the spears he had often 
used in battle,* and which he now presented to me, as 
a token of respect for his " mother's countrymen." Of 
this circumstance I took advantage for the prosecution 
of further inquiry respecting his history, and desired to 
know why he had always resided so near the sea. " fie- 
cause," said he, '* it is my mother. From thence I 
sprang ; and from thence I am fed when hungry." This 
I am told is a figure of speech frequently used by him in 
reference to the wreck of his mother, and the supply 
of fish which he and his people obtain firom the deep in 
ca^es of emergency. 

He repeatecUy stated, and that in the most unequivo- 
cal manner, that his mother was white as ourselves, 
which testimony was fully confirmed by several of the 
natives, who knew her welL ** Her ludr," added he, 

* Thii ■pear is now in the Weflejan Mlwnairy Mumob, H 
Hatton Oaideii, London. 
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•* was first like yours,— Icmg and black ; bat hefore she 

died it was quite white." Whatever might have been 

Iier original name, Quma seems to be the one by which 

she was here most generally known. It is clear, from 

circumstances and the most positive data, that she was 

not one of the party belonging to the unfortunate Gros- 

venor, lost in the year 1782. The vessel in which She 

Tvas wrecked was cast ashore at the mouth of the Lau- 

w^ambaz, a small river some miles to the eastward of the 

Zimvooboo. Several other individuals were wrecked 

at the same time, but respecting their number and names 

Oetani, one of her grandsons who resided with her until 

he. came to years of maturity, and with whom she spent 

her last days, gives by far the most satisfactory account. 

He states that five persons besides his grandmother 

*' came out of the Uiwaanhla ;" and that the following 

were their names, viz., Ibadi, whom he calls her father; 

Upaneya, a brother; Boi^boss, another brother; No- 

qualekiza, a sister ; and Colaz^ another sister. 

We must here, however, remain, that their being all 
regarded as so many branches of one and the same fam- 
ily is, I think, to be attributed to the circumstance of 
their all ** coming out of the sea" together, rather than 
to any actual relationship ; and their dwelling together 
would further strengthen, in the native mind, the idea 
of their being all of one house. That Bomboss was not 
Quma's brother is sufficiently clear from Daapa's state- 
ment, which represents him as being a black man ; and 
that there were persons of colour among them is evi- 
dent from Van Reenen's narrative. On the return of 
that enterprisii^ gentleman from a visit to those unfor- 
tunate people in the latter end of 1790, he remarks, 
^ We found that they were descendants from whites, 
some, too, from slaves of mixed colour, and natives of 
the East Indies.* The number of females mentioned 
by him exactly agrees with the account given by Ce- 
tani; who, however, does not corroborate Van Reenen's 
assertion relative to their being all the wives of one 
chief. Two out of the three seem either to have mar- 
ried persons of inferior rank, or to have been wives of 
an imerior order ; for very little is now known concenr- 
ing either them or their offspring. When cast a^ore^ 
the females were all young ; and hence easily initiatecl 

« 

* Van lUeiiin't JouiMl, Not. ith, ITMk 
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into the customs and manners of the com^ry, ivhkb 
would doubtless tend to render the natives much more 
kind and attentive to them. 

The very name of Quma is immortalized in the amnls 
of Kaffer history, from the circumstance of her having 
been taken to wife by a principal chief. He was more 
than ordinahly attached to her, and therefore constituted 
her head of his household, which gave her great pow^ 
and influence. It does not, however, appear that th^ 
had any issue ; nor did he long survive their union. But 
soon after his death Usangoo, his brother, likewise! 
chieftain, determined on manying " the white woman," 
although contrary to law, this strictly prohibiting the 
marriage of any man with his brother's wife. Never- 
tiieless " Usangoo," said he, ''must have her; and there- 
fore Usangoo, m this case, sets the law aside." With 
him she retained all the power and influence vested io 
her by her former husband ; and had, moreover, the fiist 

Elace in his affections, as well as the highest in his 
ouse. He had two other wives, but she was unifonnly 
acknowledged, and looked up to by the whole clan, as 
the " great woman," or queen. Nor was it her coJour 
merely that secured to her his attachment and general 
esteem ; she manifestly possessed a noble and generous 
spirit, which rendered her ^eatly beloved among the 
people. Those of the natives who enjoyed her ac- 
quamtance still speak of her in terms of the highest 
respect. *' When Quma our eyes saw," said one, ''the 
hungry were always fed." 

By her, Usangoo had five children who hved to years 
of maturity, and two or three others tiiat are said to 
have died m childhood. Of the former number, Ky6, 
the eldest, was a daughter ; Gala, the next, a son ; and 
Umlawu, Uie third, likewise a son ; then follows Daafya^ 
and after him another daughter, of Ihe name of Bess,- 
an evident abbreviation of Betsy, which, in all proba- 
bility, was the original name of one of the shipwrecked 
party, if not of the mother herself. The eldest daugli- 
ter, together with the two eldest sons, have long been 
deady so that Daapa and his ypungest sister are nowtlie 
only survivors ; left, as it were, to tell their mother^ 
tale, to hand down to posterity the memory of hens' 
happy date, and to call forth the Christian sympathiescf 
our country in behalf of her perishing progeny, as well 
as of therbeaii^ted land Into which iribe was cast Had 
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two been dead «re the facts of the case cq/M 
tia^e been fuUj established, the traditionary accounts 
of her affecting history, given by the fourth or fifth gen- 
eration, might have been regarded as mere romance.. 

Some are inclined to think that Usangoo belonged to 
the Boovana branch of the Amaponed» ; but it ^pmars 
much more probatde that he was a descendant of Quea, 
\viiO 18 said to have been a chief of considerable emi* 
nence, and mler of one of the principal branches of 
that tribe. ^ The whole of Usaneoo's defscendants, to- 
gether with the remnant of his foUowers now under the 
acknowledged chieftainship of Dapaa, are designated 
" Amacpiea," which appellation manifestly comes from 
Qaea, the chief just mentioned. Atna is, in the Kaffer 
tongue, a genend prefix by which the plural is formed, 
as qmadoia (men) ; hnapakati (counsellors, or war- 
riors), die. 

Dsuapa informed us that his mother lived and died near 
the httle Umgazi River, which is but a few miles to the 
westward of Umzimvooboo ; and this statement is con- 
firmed by his nephew, under whose care she was at the 
close of life. Every account shows that she lived to a 
good old age, and went down to the grave full of dajrs, 
twenty ^wo or three years ago. It would also appear, 
from a variety of circumstances, that her day was a 
much more peaceable one than that of her descendants. 
How far her presence and influence operated in stilling 
the active and warlike spirits around her, and in prevent- 
ing local feuds, which are now ever and anon breaking 
out, is, of course, hard to say; this, however, all frankly 
acknowledge, that ** the word of Quma was a great 
word ;" that is to say, it possessed weight which was 
odculated to effect great things. From Mr. Van Ree- 
nan's narrative, it is evident t&t she and her numerous 
family were, at the time of his visit, all livinji^ together 
in apparent hsurmonv at the place above mentioned. On 
the 5th of November, he observes, ^*we passed the 
little Mogazi River, on the banks of which is situated 
the Bastaard* Village, where they have very extensive 
and handsome gardens, planted with Kaffer com, maize, 
sugar-canes, plantains, potatoe(i, black beans, and many 
other things ; they had also some cattle.^' Of their 

* The Datch word ** Bastaard,'' as here used by Mr R., who was 
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situation he had been previously apprized by the 
whom he met on the way, and from whom he obtained 
certain information respecting their character and ori- 
gin. When returning to the colony, '^ I would have 
taken," says Mr. R., " the three old women with us, 
but they mentioned their desire, before they could ac- 
complish such a plan, of waiting till their hanrest-time, 
to gather in their crops ; adding, that for this reaaofi 
they would at present rather remain with their children 
and grandchildren ; after which, with their whole race, 
to the amount of four hundred, they would be happy to 
depart from their present settlement." Although then 
old, and sunk in the manners and habits of savage li&^ 
these poor females were, nevertheless, far from b^ng 
insensible of their degraded situation; for, from the 
same traveller we learn, that " they speared to be ex- 
ceedingly agitated at seeing people of their own com- 
plexion and description." The sweet potato, which 
they seem to have added to the native stock of vege- 
tables in this quarter, still continues to be extensively 
cultivated ; which fact is the more remarkable, inasmuch 
as none of the other tribes pay any attention to the cul- 
ture of this useful root whatever. 

Daapa distinctly recollects the visit of Van Reenezz, 
and many of the circumstances connected with it. One 
occurrence then took place, which, to him, ever after- 
ward constituted a painful memento. A boor, who 
journeyed along wi,th Mr. R., succeeded in persuading 
one of his sons to accompany them back to the colony; 
whenpe he never returned. From his observations on 
this subject^ it had evidently been a source of frequent 
and considerable uneasiness. Being informed, how- 
ever, that certain inquiries had been made respecting 
him — ^that he was yet alive, and that there was some 
prospect of his return af no very distant period, the 
aged parent's manner and looks seemed impressively to 
say, " O that I might see him before I die !" 

At that time the Amaquean territor^r extended along 
the coast from the Umtata to the Umzimvooboo ; near 
which, as before stated, they then resided. Scarcely, 
h6wever, had the late Chaka established himself at Port 
Natal, before he commenced his attack upon yarioos 
clans lying between that point and the river last men- 
tioned ; eastward of which the main body of the Ama- 
poneds then dwelt. For some time these nobly, and 
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fti diating^uish^ brarery, witfastood him« again and 
un drivings back his forces in disgrace. At length, 
wever, he came down in orerwhehning nnmbera» so 
it they 'were constrained to giye him the field, and 
1 back upon their neighbours. This, in all probalHl- 
', tended in a great measure to disperse the European 
in; vrbich have proved themselves most desperate 
aorriors ever since. , llieir hand has been uplifted 
:ainst every one, and every one's hand against them ; 
somuch that their strength has been completely 
asted, and they are now exceedingly feeble, and mis- 
iibly poor. It is said that Daapa> antagonists seldom 
ired to attack him, when in his prime, with less than 
)uble or treble his force ; " For,'' said one, when ac- 
oonting for his extraordinary valour, " he and his men 
ave the white man's blood in them !" 
Like every other chief, he has several wives ; none 
i.who^^ however, live with him, excepting one : all 
he rest are scattered about among different branches 
i the family, and perhaps seldom or never see him. 
rhe number of his children is twenty-two ; amons 
^hom there are eleven sons, all of whom have attained 
^e age of manhood. The eldest seems to be about 
torty.five, and, in point of appearance, is one of the 
[Qost haggard, filthy, and ill-looking natives I ever met 
with. Some of the others, also, are any thing but hand- 
some: their black shaggy beards, lon^ visages, eyes 
somewhat sunk, prominent noses, and durty- white skins 

S've them a wild and very unpleasant aspect. One of 
8 sons, named Johnny, was drowned wnile hunting, a 
few weeks prior to our visit. " The mad fellow," said 
the qW man, " must needs throw away his life for the 
sake of a buck that was running on the opposite side 
of the river." 

His sister Bess is considerably younger than he, — 
and, until lately, resided in the same neighbourhood ; 
^vit her husband having, m the beginning of the year, 
evinced great treachery towards his nephew Cetan, a 
misunderstanding arose, which occasioned their removal 
^9 ^ greater distance. Shortly after this occurrence he 
died ; so that she is now a widow, and lives upon the 
western bank of the Umpakoo. One of her daughters 
was some years ago married to Dushani, S'Lhambi'a 
eldest son ; a fact which, together with many others,, 
^ows that the descendants of Quma and her unhappy 
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companioiis are now scattered ^lout to a very comid* 
erabie extent. 

The houses of the Amaponeds are in general c(m- 
sideiably larger than those of tiie Amaxosae, and coosti- 
tute calf-staUs as well as lodging-rooms. This circum- 
stance, coiroled with the extreme indolence of their oc- 
cupants, fully accounts for the interior of these hoTds 
bemg in most instances filthy beyond measure. The 
thatch, which consists of long grass, is often the har- 
bour of myriads of insects ; and among these there is 
one description which is not less annojringthan prcdific 
It is neaily the size of a bug, and has much the same 
appearance ; but its penetrative powers are of a Cu 
more formidable character. Not satisfied with merely 
piercing the skin, it literally buries itself in the flesh; 
so that to dislodge it is as difficult as it is painful, h 
the hot season their numbers are astonishingly great; 
and in some situations both man and beast suffer fron 
them severely. The stranger especially must calculate 
upon being attacked by hundreds in the course of the 
mght, and upon rising from his slumbers witii many a 
smarting blister. I one day saw a horse that had ia a 
great measure been destroyed by them ; and this was 
said to be no uncommon case in the lowlaikls near the 
sea. The poor animal was completely droned by the 
swarms which had attacked him : they had made thdr 
way into his ears, and likewise into his nostrils, the veiy 
cartilage of which was actually perforated in several 
places. The natives do not suffer so much frcnn them 
as we do. Their swarthy skins are better armed againet 
such an enemy ; and the unctudus matter with whidi 
they anoint themselves may probably render them kn 
liable to their attacks. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

lild seized by a wolf— 'An amusing ihciden(--Cnpabflitie0 of the 
country — ZimTooboo Riyer — Deleterioui roots — The honey -biid — 
Am&poDedo ale — Festivities of " harTest-home*'— Peculiar head- 
dresses — Bdeeni, orsacrificea — War-songs — Scenes at Amadola — 
Mission to Daapa's clan — ^The assistant Killed — Quetoo, a Zoolah 
captain — Lochenberg's fate — ^Lieutenant Farewell and company 
naassacred — ^Terrible career of Amaquabi — ^A remarkable provi- 
dence — Mission propmty destK^ed— The enemy slain. 

Tuesday^ 16/A. — Sblfisbniss seems to be one of the 
308t prominent features of the human character. On 
flcesenting Daapa with certain articles I had brought for 
lim, the whole of his family instaatly gathered round, 
ind clamorously contended for a share. Although not 
^orth many shillings altogether, he concealed them 
^th as much care as if life itself depended upon them ; 
^hile his surly sons, in no very measured terms, rudely 
reproached him, *' as a dog running off with its bone, in 
order to enjoy the pickings alone." Neither age nor 
tank, nor yet the ties of nature, can here preserve a 
bending parent from the abuse and insults of his own 
household ; nor does he himself care to see the author* 
^ty of the chief and the dignity of the sire wantonly 
trampled under foot while endeavouring to secure a few < 
paltry trinkets. This fact alone, independently of every 
other, affectingly exhibits the deplorable ii^uence of 
paganism, and ukewise serves to demonstrate the excel- 
lence of Christianity. While this supports the parent's 
glory by a divine command, " Honour thy father and 
thy mother," &c., that uniformly renders men " lovers 
^f themselves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy," &c. 2 Tim- 
othy iii. 2. 

^\In aU rude nations, the dependence of children upon 
their parents is of shorter continuance than in polished 
societies ; Uttle instruction being necessary to fit them 
'Or that mode of life to which they are destined. When 
pen must be trained to the vanous functions of civil 
life by previous disciidine and education, — ^when the 



knowledge of abstruse sciences must be tangbt, m 
dexterity in intricate arts must be acquired, before i 
young man is prepared to begin his career of action,-* 
the attentive feelings of a parent are not confined to Uie 
years of infancy, but extend to what is more remote, tkt 
establishment of his child in the world. Even then \m 
solicitude does not terminate. His protection may stiH 
be requisite) and his wisdom and experience still pvoie 
useful guides. Tlius a permanent connexion is formed ; 
parental tenderness is exercised, and filial respect re- 
turned throughout the whole course of life. But in the 
savage state, parents, as if their duty were accomplished 
wheii they have conducted their children through the 
helpless years of infancy, leave them afterward at en- 
tire liberty. Even in their tender age, they seldom 
advise or admonish — ^they never chide or chastise tbem. 
They suffer them to be absolute masters of their own 
actions. In ihewiewamy or the hut, a father, a mother, 
and their posterity live together like persons assembled 
by accident, without seeming to feel the obligation of 
the duties mutually arising from this connexion. As 
filial love is not cherished by the continuance of atten- 
tion or good offices, the recollection of benefits received 
in early infancy is too faint to excite it. Conscious of 
their own liberty, and impatient of restraint, the youth 
under such circumstances are accustomed to act as if 
they were totally independent. Their parents are sel- 
dom objects of greater regard than other persons. They 
treat them generally with neglect, and often with such 
harshness and insolence as to fill those who have be«i 
witnesses of their conduct with horror. Thus the ideas 
which seem to be natural to man in his savage state, as 
they result necessarily from his circumstances and 
condition in that period of his progress, affect the two 
capital relations m domestic life. They render, as h^ 
fore demonstrated, the union between husband and wife 
unequal. They shorten the duration and weaken tiie 
force of the connexion between parents and chfl- I 
dren."* 

Just as we were arranging for our departure, Badjala, 
Daapa's eldest son, arrived with the shocldiiff intelli^ 
gence that a wolf in the course of the night had entered 
one of the houses, and actually bitten off the cap of s 

• BobertMXi't History of America. Book iv. p. 369, 350L 



FAET n* cHAPTBm 3nr. ail 

fld's knee. The freqaeacj of i^jiuy sustained by fbe 
roads of this nocturnal visiter has induced an aston- 
\nng degpree of supineness and indifference in the minds 
the people: hence, dreadful as this accident was, 
;arcely any one asked a second question about it. And 
though it IS well known that the beast is prowling about 
levr doors every night, no man troubles himself respect- 
\g any new contrivance whereby the entrance to their 
ats might he rendered more secure. Their inventive 
owers, indeed, are rendered pitiably inert on almost 
very subject of pubUc interest, by an obstinate and 
snacious adherence to the plans and practices of their 
brefathers. 

As we have already remarked, one or more native 
uroxnen are usually employed in each of the gardens 
luring the summer season to prevent the ripening crops 
rom being destroyed by birds or straying cattle. While 
lYms engaged, they erect for themselves small huts or 
sheds, which constitute their only habitations as long as 
this field-labour lasts. Through one of these enclosures, 
not far from my station, a wolf one night happened to 
roam in search of prey ; and seeing the lodge-door partly 
open, he silently intruded. On the floor were lying a 
man and woman fast asleep, and conse(]uently uncon- 
scious of their danger. Of this opportumty the hungry 
beast immediately availed himself, and unceremoniously 
disturbed their repose. Seizing the poor fellow by the 
leg, he dragged him out, and was only induced to let go 
his hold by the noise and confusion which shortly fol- 
lowed. The screams of the man, added to those of his 
terrified paramour, instantly raised a hue-and-cr^ in the 
neighbourhood, and several hasted to ascertain the 
cause. But when, on inquiry, it was found that the par- 
ties were adulterers, the sufferer became an object of re- 
proach and contempt, rather than of pity or sympathy. 
" Right," said one, " did Satan do in sending incnuka 
thus to punish him, seeing that he had seduced his 
neighbour's wife." The sinews of his leg were so seri- 
ously injured as to render him a cripple for life ; and the 
stoiy of his detection often proves a source of great 
amusement. 

We now took leave of the old chief, and pursued our 
coarse along the eastern bank of the Umtata. As on 
the opposite side, so also on this, the coun^ is much 
broken: the traveller is now upon the summit, or caii- 
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liouflly moWnfi^ along the de^rities of a motmtam, 
tiien slowlj making Ms way among hiffh gfrass aal 
bulges in the bottom of the valley. The soil being 
rich aoid moist, vegetation is extraordinarily loxnnan^ 
and nature is evidently prepared to 3rield a botmtiM 
supidy both for man and beast. But, alas I instead of 
fields oi com, or cultivated grounds, we ever3rwhere 
met with heaps of ashes, broken down enclosures, and 
manifest marks of dreadful carnage. When peace shall 
pervade the land, and the plough take Uie place of the 
spear, this part will doubtless become one of the most 
beautiful portions of Southern Afhca. The water is 
much better, and more abundant, than in most other 
pkices, for numerous little rills are found in all the dif- 
ferent sections of country by which the larger riven 
are separated; and the latter, being fed from almost 
every glen and ravine on each side, acquire a depth and 
magnitude which at some future period will, in aO 
probability, render them streams of considerable import- 
ance. Among these the Zimvooboo holds a distin'* 
guished rank, and is indeed- (me of the finest rivers on 
the coast. The tide appears to reciprocate at the dis- 
tance of sixteen or twenty miles from its mouth ; and 
unless some undiscovered bar should render ingress and 
egress unsafe, there is every reason to believe that it 
would be navigable to that extent by vessels of small 
burden. Herds of hippopotami harbour in its deep 
waters, — from which circumstance it would seem to 
have d^ived its name ; this hterally signifying hippo- 
potamus : while the dense forests along its banks are 
as thickly inhabited by the elephant tribe. 

All whom we met exhibited visible signs of extreme 
poverty ; and numbers were busily employed in collect- 
ing various kinds of bulbaceous roots, having no other 
means of subsistence. Among these was one which, 
from its effects, would appear to be of a very delete- 
rious quality, but which they, nevertheless, contrive to 
render edible. Its native name is cekolo^ and whea 
growing it has somewhat the appearance of a ^cies 
of cUmatus, Its effect upon the human system is s^ 
to be deadly, if used in any quantity without beingprop* 
eiiy prepared. One old man informed me, that he was 
alarmingly convulsed two or three years ago in conse- 
qneiice of eating a very small piece before fully fit for 
— His arma and legs became completely stiff; and 
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, at the same time, experienced wcmeibing like teto» 
s or lockjaw. Recourse was immediately had to the 
aal remedy, which, although exoeedhigiy eimple, i^ 
ITS to obtsLin general coi&dence. This consists of 
thing more than a bit of Inroited hide with the hair 
on it ; on eating which, the old patient assured me he 
tained almost instantaneous relief. The manner in 
bich they prepare this root (generally al)Out Uie siae 
an ordinary potato) is also worthy of remark. It is 
«t boiled ; then cut into slices, and put into a stream 
' running water, where they leave it for several hours, 
^n a w^hole day : they then boil it a second time, and 
Xerward serve it up mashed, and mixed with sour 
lilk. 

Descending into the deeper recesses of the Umtata, 
re were again encompassed with native villafles and a 
ense population. The view here embraced several 
roves, enlivened by flocks of birds ; which, although 
estitute of song, were rich beyond measure in plumage. 
?he beautiful green Laury seemed quite common, as 
n& also a singular description of king-fisher, and 
some of the cockatoo species. The honey-bird like- 
^se, or bee-cuckoo (cuculus indicator), wmch is wefl 
anown throughout Southern Africa, is frequently met 
^th in these parts. This interesting little creature is 
ibout tiie size of the common sparrow, and is celebrated 
ror its peculiar faculty of discovering the nests or hives 
of wild bees. It feeds upon honey, and upon the larv» 
of insects ; but as it cannot, without assistance, gain 
access to the nests, usually constructed in hollow trees, 
crevices of the rocks, or holes in the ground, nature has 
fBniished it with the singular instinct of calling to ite 
aid certam other animals, and especially man himself, 
to enable it to attain its object. 

Bpamnan, the Swedish traveller and naturalist, in- 
forms us, that the ratel, or honey-badger {gulo meUivo* 
♦^), is led by the cry of the honey-bird, and hereby dis- 
covers the retreats of the bees, whose Measure it easily 
secures ^en deposited in the ground. But as the rat^ 
cannot climb, those hives wh£h are built up in hollow 
^s are safe from his assaults. To reach these, the 
noney-bird is said to call to its aid the wood-pecker ; a 
bird which, although unaccustomed to eating noney, has 
&o objection to bees' eggs or larvae. Be this as it mav, 
» is certain that the natives, when in search of wild 
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honey, always look out for the bee-cuckoo to gjDM 
them. " It is indeed merely with a view to its oinj 
interest," says Sparrman, " that the cuculus indicator ^ta- 
covers the bees' nests to man, and to the ratel race, ad 
it is extremely fond both of honey and bees' eggs ; and 
knows well, that when a bee's nest is plundered some 
of the honey is spilt, which, consequently, falls to its 
share, or else some part is left by the plimderers as a 
reward for its services. Nevertheless, the way in Tv^hich 
this bird communicates to others the discovery it has 
made is as surprising as it is well adapted to tl^t pur- 
pose." 

The morning and the evening are the times when the 
honey-bird shows the greatest inclination to come forth ; 
and with its peculiar cry of cherry cherr, cherr, to claim 
the attention, as it were, of its associate plunderer, the 
ratel, or of such human allies as it can meet with. If 
any one follows it, the bird, continually repeating its cry 
of c^wT, cherry flies on slowly, and by degrees, towards 
the spot where the hive which it wishes to plunder is 
concealed. Tlie natives, when thus invited, are careful 
not to frighten their guide by any unusual noise, or by 
following it in too numerous a body ; but one or two go 
forward quietly, answering it now and then with a soft 
and very gentle whistle, by way of letting the bird know 
that its gSh is attended to. Sparrman, who was a care- 
ful observer of the habits of animals, says, he noticed, 
'' that when the bees' nest was at a considerable dis- 
tance, the bird, for the most part, made long stages or 
flights, waiting for its sporting companion between eadi 
flight, and calling to him again to come on ; but flew to 
shorter distances, and repeated its cry more frequency, 
and with gres^r earnestness, in proportion as they ^ 
preached nearer to the nest. I likewise saw with aston- 
ishment," said he, " what I had been previously told by 
others, that when this Mrd, by reason of its great impa- 
tience, has got too far ahead of its followers, especia^y 
when, in consequence of the roughness or unevenness 
of the grouild, they have not been able to keep pace with 
it, it has flown back to meet them, and with redouUed 
cries, denoting still greater impatience, has upbraided 
them for being so tardy. Finally, when it has arrived 
-it the nest, whether built in the cleft of a rock, in a hol- 
low tree, or in some cavity in the earth, it hovers over 
the spot for several seconds, a circumstance which I 
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Imeif have been eyewitness to twice ; this done, it 
ite in silence, and for the most part concealed, in some 
leighbouring tree or bush, in eiq>ectation of the result, 
md with a view of coming in for its share of the booty*^ 

The aborigines and colonists also, when they haye, 
vjr the aid of this little creature, found and plundered a 
Live, usually leave it a portion of the worst part of the 
loney-comb, and especially^ that part in which the young 
fees are hatching, and which, for the bird, is probably 
lot the least deBcate morsel. It appears to be a rule 
mih some i^ho are much in the habit of searching for 
loney, to deal out but a very scanty portion of the spoils 
to this useful bird, lest its appetite shoirid be satiated, 
md other hives in the neighbourhood consequently re- 
main undiscovered. Out of gratitude for its services as 
a honing'wizer, (honey-discoverer, by which name it is 
^enerafiy knovm in the colony), the Hottentots are par- 
acularly careful never to shoot this bird ; nor will they 
on any account plunder or destroy its nest. This, like 
those of severed other small birds in Southern Africa, is 
ingeniously woven of tough grass, or bark, in the form 
of a bottle, or chymist's retort, with the aperture down- 
wards ; and is suspended by a twisted string from the 
extremity of a branch, so as to be completely out of the 
reach of snakes and monkeys. In Father Lobo's Trav- 
els in Abyssinia, some account is given of a bird called 
the morocy which appears to be precisely the same as 
the one just described. The Abvssinians are said to 
avail themselves of the services of the moroc, exactly as 
the Hottentots and Ka£fers do with the honey-bird.* 

As the sowing season was drawing nigh, several 
iemales had already begun to prepare their grounds 
^ong the banks of the river. With them seed-time 
seems to be divided into three distinct periods, which, 
according to our interpreter, are governed by three par- 
ticular signs in nature. The shooting flower of the 
Kaflfer-boom is regarded as the signal for planting their 

first crop of maize ; when the wild plum-tree puts forth 
its blossoms, they then put in their millet, or holcus sor- 

f^^<m ; and upon observing the willow's aspect changed 
Y the advance of spring, they count it high time to 
sow their last crop of Indian com. 
V^en their crops are good and com is plentiful, the 

• Mrs. Alaiic Watt8*8 New-year's Gift. 
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AflMipmiedae mdke large quantities of beer^ of wtich, 
ttke the tribes of the interior, ^ey are remarkably fond 
Hieir malt is made from the common grain of the com- 
try ; which, after being well steeped, is spread out upon 
clean mats in the open air, and in the very heat of flie 
day. Here it is turned and re-turned, and the utmoet 
attention paid to it until it is perfectly fit for use. It is 
then boiled in large earthen pots, and afterward under- 
goes the process of fermentation in a regular and system- 
atic manner. Instead of hops they use a bitter root, 
which evidently possesses very strong medicinal prop- 
erties, and which appears greatly to increase the ine- 
briating quality of the liquor itself. Hiis plain beverage 
is plentifully used on all festive occasions, and the num- 
ber of these is by no means small ; for, distressing as 
are their circumstances sometimes, these people are 
remarkable for their volatility. Dancing is quite a 
favourite amusement, in the performance of which th^ 
manner is much more vivacious and systematic than 
that of the more southern Kaffers. Tlie following de- 
scription of one of their asseml^es is given by a travel- 
ler, who visited Fakoo in the early part of last year :— - 

" When we arrived at the king's hamlet we found a 
multitude of people assembled, and crowds of armed 
men kept pouring in fk'om all directions, which, to us, 
porten^d rather a warm reception ; at least, finom the 
unfavourable character we had heard of Fakoo, some 
momentary doubts of his good intentions rushed across 
our minds, which were, however, as quickly dispelled : 
for instead of intendmg us any haim, it was a general 
tejoicing for having housed the com,—' harvest-home.' 
The wbole ended in *a dance. The men, to the mmi- 
ber of several hundreds, stood all on one side, armed 
with clubs, in a state of perfect iradity ; their faces weie 
painted with red and yellow earth, and thoir heads stud 
hill of feathers in a most frightful and fantastic manner. 
An equal number of females stood opposite them, with 
karosses tied loosdy over the lower parts of their bodies ,* 
but their breasts, &c. were bare. 

" On the challenge of one of the females, vrho merely 
advanced a little in front of the line, clapping her hands 
and stamping vdth her feet, the whole body was in mo* 
tion, every woman fdlowing the example of the mistress 
of the ceremonies, and singing as loud as she could, 
While the men advanced to meet them, holding their 
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ubs in a threatening position, more appaiently with 
le intention of killing tnem than meeting them as part^ 
$rs in a dance. They then threw themselves into 
rery attitude that it is possible to mould or distort the 
aman figure into ; some of which were elegamt, form- 
ig the chastest models for the statuary, while others 
rera equally grotesque, beastly, and obscene. Although 
tie whole seemed sometimes to be one mass of conm- 
ion, yet all was conducted with the greatest regularity, 
he most exact time being kept to the monotonous mu^ 
lie of all their voices combined into a rude harmony, 
rhe rough bass of the men was sometimes very fine, 
)ccasionally harmonizing exceedingly well with the un- 
couth air of the females. To our utter astonishment, 
they also sang some fugues with tolerable skill. The 
sound of the whole made the valley ring, and the earth 
seemed to tremble with the tremendous stamping of 
feet. Perspiration ran in streams down their distorted 
bodies, producing an effluvium which was by no means 
very grateful to our olfactory organs." 

Many of the Amaponedae are much more particular in 
their mode of ornamenting themselves than the Amax- 
08». Their hair is made up into various fantastic and 
artificial headdresses ; some of which very much re* 
semble a counsellor's wig. On our way through a valley 
near the Umdoombi, we passed one of Fakoo's warriors, 
who, with his companion, had halted to rest and refresh 
himself at the brook. His hair, neatly wrought up into 
a tuft on the crown of the head, was powdered with 
sibilo instead of ochre, and ornamented with small fea- 
thers of the richest colour. Across his jet-black fore- 
head were tied two or three strings of fine white beads, 
very tastefully arranged. From the shoulder was sua* 
pended, like a soldier's belt, a band of larger beads ; 
two of which are not unfrequently worn transversely. 
Squatted upon the ground under the spreading branches 
of a small mimosa, he and his comrade were enjoying 
themselves over a pinch of* snuff; which, agreeably to 
custom, they took by spoonfuls, and until the tears 
trickled in streams dovm their cheeks. 

When proceeding on a journey that is likely to require 
several days, the replenishment of his snuff-box seems 
to be almost the only provision about which the native 
•eriously concerns himself previously to starting. With 
tlwhung at his breast, or fixed in the lobe of his ear. 
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he trudges on contentedly ; and, as he is seldom m 
haste, he scarcely ever seems weary. Few if any of 
the Amaponedse have acquired the habit of riding-, horses 
being to them strange animals, and oxen being- seldom 
used, excepting for the purpose of carrying lug^^age. 
Many of the females are here much more shameless 
than^those of the lower tribes, — going perfectly n^JLed. 
This circumstance may, perhaps, in many instances at 
least, be ascribed to their extreme poverty ; havings do 
cattle to kill, and consequently no skins wherewith to 
make themselves garments. Necklaces, ivory, and 
copper rings (of enormous size and thickness) constitute 
their principal and almost only ornaments. The latter, 
of which I have several specimens in my possession, 
are obtained from the tribes to the eastward, in exchange 
for com and maize. 

Just as night-shade fell we reached the residence of 
Oetani, Daapa's nephew, and Quma's grandson. The 
deep valley m whicn we found him is bounded on every 
hand by tremendously high mountains, whose sides, ex- 
ceedingly fertile, were t^autified .with large patches of 
cultivated ground. A week or two prior to our arrival, 
he had been joined by a large party of the Amaceisabe, 
who had deserted the service of Fakoo, their former 
chief. To these he had allotted a place of habitation 
right between himself and his old enemy Gazana ; which 
crafty measure rendered it almost impossible for the 
latter again to surprise him without Rist disturbing his 
new alhes. 

On alighting from our horses, we observed the people 
slaughtering a young heifer in their usually barbarous 
style, and at fh^t concluded that it was probably intended 
as a token of respect to their visiters ; but m this we 
were deceived. Cetam's child having been taken iU 
some days previously, one of the " wise women" had 
been consulted respecting it, and was now deluding botii 
parents and friends, accoi^ng to custom . The old witch 
stated that the shultigu (gtu)st or spirit) of Gala, the 
infant's grandfather (many years dead), was hungry, and 
desirous of obtaining a Uttle " flesh," for which he had 
long been looking ; and that their inattention and n^- 
l^ence in not slau^tering for him earUer had at lei^th 
mduced turn to afflict the child with the view of bringmg 
them to a sense of their duty. To appease his wraUi, 
therefore, and to remove the threatemng influence of 
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is hand, was the object of this *' edeeni," or sacrifice* 
»he i^as of course sole director of the ceremony, and 
ountifuILy distributed the most profitable parts among 
er female companions, taking care, however, like the 
iriests of Dagon and the Brahmins of India, to secure a 
satisfying portion for herself. When the chief and his 
^unsellors had stolen every ** titbit" upon which they 
were at all able to lay their hands, and the sorceress with 
ler companions had gorged themselves to excess, poor 
old Gala was left to regale himself upon bones ! These 
are generally gathered together and burnt ; while to the 
patient is apportioned a quantity of dung, which is applied 
to the chest in the form of a plaster. So much for 
Oafirarian sacrifices ; and so much too fbr the hope of 
parents, when their children are suffering from pain and 
sickness ! ^ 

About eight o'clock P.M., the sound of singing led 
me to visit one of the neighbouring huts, wherein the 
scene was as appalling as the notes were harsh. On the 
fire was a large pot full of blood ; and around it sat 
twelve or fourteen great strong fellows, perfectly naked, 
together with three or four women, who were about to 
partake of the feast. War-songs, remarkably exciting, 
' and performed with much gesticulation, constituted the 
only amusements of the evening. Amon^ these was 
one which Chaka's forces sang when rushing down the 
adjacent heights ; and if any thing could add terror to 
the aspect of an army so K>rmidable, this horrid war- 
whoop must certainly have had that effect. Far and 
wide was its echo heard from the tops of the neighbour- 
ing hills, where they feasted, revelled, and danced for 
some days. The very dogs of the Amaponed» were 
seized by them, and eaten (a thing which is seldom or 
never done by the Kaffer), to render themselves, accord- 
ing to their own statement, " more fierce and powerful 
in battle.'^ The appearance of the circle around me, 
coupled with the circumstances that were passing before 
iny eyes, seemed to ^ve actual life to theur communica- 
tions, and I felt as if placed in the very midst of the 
Zoolah host. Having sun^ until somewhat weary, the 
company paused ; upon which I endeavoured to describe 
to them the difference between their songs and those of 
Christians. 

Wednesday y 17M.-^Amadola, the original site of Modey, 
which we visited last evening, is but four or five miles 
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from the place where we slept. The few months dans 
which it was occupied as a station were most eventfi^ 
aaid therefore deserving of special remark. As ahreadf 
intimated, from the [period of Van Reenen's visit up to 
the year 1828, little or no intercourse with the Ann- 
ponede could be effected. Several whose curiosity wai 
excited by reports of Quma and her descendants, r^ 
peatedly endeavoured to make their Mray through the 
country, with the view of fully ascertaining the fact, bd 
were as often prevented by intermediate chiefs, ani 
particularly by Voosani. Influenced by jealousy, he 
ffenerally appeared unwilling to allow strangers to pass 
into the territories of his more distant neighbours. 
And this obstdtcle continued until the estaldishm^ot of 
our mission with Hinza, which fully cleared the way, 
and threw the door wide open. C. Lochenberg, the m 
Dutch boor who resided in the vicinage of Butterworth, 
and whose deplorable fate we shall presently have occa- 
aton to notice, agreed in August, 1827, to become Mr. 
Shrewsbury's guide to the long-talked of white chie( 
whose desire for a missicmary he had already reported 
to us. 

During the sittings of our annual meeting at Graham's 
Town, February, 1828, intelligence was received whidi 
induced an immediate and urgent representation of bis 
call to the Missionary Committee in London. A man 
of considerable influence under him came down to ikt 
Butterworth station, charged with a message of inquiij 
as to when a missionary might be expected among them; 
and from his statement it appeared, that the anxiety 
both of chiefs and people upon this subject was increas- 
ingly great. Cont^iition had indeed arisen betwe^ 
Daapa and one of the elders relative to the spot on which 
the missionary should reside, each urging a special 
claim to the honour of having him close to his owb 
.dwelling. The latter shrewdly argued, " that as Quma 
was first espied by his friends when cast ashore, married 
to one of his nearest relatives, returned to their care ia 
her old aj^^e, and finally buried in their hamlet ; and that 
as the mission must be regarded as springing oat of her 
ashes, the teacher's habitation ou^t to stand by her 
gncve V^ Daapa, on the other hand, contended, saying, 
'* The institution must be mine ; for I first called the 
Un^undis, and he qomes at my request." The messen- 
ger being informed that a missionaiy would be tli» 
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lend of all, and that the grand object of his mission 
rould be to {NTomote unity and peace among them, was 
rell pleased, and -departed, sa3ang, ** Daapa says, I am 
ow very ill ; let the Umfandis soon come, that he may 
ury my bones." Before their wishes, however, could 
e met, the dreadful scourge already alluded to went 
turough the land ; and it was not until the beginning of 
829 that vre were enabled to commence the mission, 
ir. W. Shepstone was then appointed to this station, 
ind accompanied to the place by Messrs. W. Shaw and 
Shrewsbury, fW>m whose Journals, written at the time, 
ve shall make two or three brief extracts : — 

''Afay 13M, 1890.— Brother Shepstone was introduced 
IS their missionary, sent in consequmice of the request 
of Daapa. They informed us at this palaver that the 
country was in a disturl>ed state : the chief of an ad- 
joining tribe, named Gestana, having carried off some of 
their cattle, a number o( their young men had made re* 
prisals ; but Gezana*s men had come upon them when 
weary, and killed thirteen men ; and they were there- 
fore preparing to attack and punish Gezana's people 
with their whole united force. We strongly urged them 
to adopt pacific measures. Several very animated 
speeches were delivered by some of Ihe old counsellors^ 
which were principally to the effect, that it would be 
their highest wisdom to lay aside their schemes of war, 
and to receive the missionary now come to them ; to 
listen to his word, and be at peace. The conclusion of 
all was, that the station could not be formed at the place 
we had so much admired the day before, it not being the 
proper territory of the tribe ; but Uiey requested us to 
move the wagons to a place called Cwanguba^ not far 
distant, where we .might select a proper situation. To 
our inquiries why Daapa was not present, it was an- 
swered that his age and infirmities had prevented his 
coming to see us, but he would meet us at Cwanguba. 
" \^th. — ^The Cwanguba is a high point of land, on the 
summit of which is a rather extensive timber Inish, by 
the outskirts of which we made our temporary abode. 
It is remariLaUe that only eleven months before, the 
warriors of Chaka, who nad just overrun the whole 
<^ountry between the Umzimvooboo and the Umtata, 
spent several days at this bush, whence they commanded 
aviewof alarge tractof country. What a contrast; and 
Uihow shortatime 1 Then the bush was crowded wiUi 
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Uood4hir8ty warriors, breatMng out threaitepings mi \ ^ 
slaughter. Now a few missionaries and their people 
occupied the same place, bringing with them the ' go^d 
of peace.' At-that time the bush resounded with savage 
mirth and songs of war ; but this evening a few Christba 
Kaffers joined in singing in the same place one of tk» 
' songs of Zion,* and afterward retired for the purposa 
of devotion into the thickets, which now, probably ix 
the first time since the creation^ became a place of 
prayer. 

'* I9th. — Mr. Shepstone, having vii^ed Daapa at hit 
own hamlet, found ^m averse to his contmuance at 
Cwanguba : he then resolved on removing to a j^ce 
that had been pointed out to him on the opposite side of 
the river. The wagons were with difficulty got down the 
steep hills of this part of the Umtata. We forded ttie 
river, and made our lodging for the night. Jt^t as we 
arrived here, Bajela, the principal son of Daapa, came 
up with a party of attendants, and began a long ha- 
rangue, in which he strongly urged us not to proceed to 
the place we had in view. After some discussicm, we 
reproved him, and complained of the vacillating con- 
duct of the chiefs ; telling him that it was high time for 
brother Shepstone to be settled in some place where he 
could build his house, and that the chiefs ought to lay 
aside their petty jealousies of each other. He now 
began to yield the point, and finally expressed himself 
agreeable to our proposed arrangements. 

"20M. — This morning, just as we were starting, 
Daapa came up. He was dressed in a checked shirt, 
and apjpeared very infirm. He began to urge the same 
objections as Bajela had done, to our proceeding ; but, 
after a little talk, and his son's explanation of what had 
passed the preceding evening, he acquiesced in oiur |ho- 
ceeding ; and it was also agreed that Bajela should ac- 
company us as the formal representative of his ^ther, 
and also look out for a proper situation, where Daapa 
and his clan might be settled in the neighbourhood of 
the station. 

" 23d. — All arrived safely, and vrithout further acd- 
dexit, at the place. Although not more than three hours' 
ride on "horseback from Cwanguba, yet, with the wagtms, 
from the nature of the road and other hinderances, we 
had been from the 19th joume3nng hither. On walldng 
Tound we could not help admixing the Providence which, 



FART n. CHAPTER XT. S23 

fry a singular train of circumstances, had led us to so 
fine a situation for the site of this station. The place is 
Bituated on a high ridge of land on the east of the llmtata 
river, from wfich it is distant about, five miles, and 
sibout sixteen miles from the sea. The prospect is most 
extensive ; it is only terminated to the north-east at the 
distance of about fifty miles, by a fine range of singular 
conical mountains, which form part of the country of 
the Aitiaponedae ; while to the north, the eye looks over 
a vast extent of fine level country, skirted to the west- 
vrard by an immense ridge of mountains of every form and 
shape, forming the boundary of the Tambookie country. 
The village will stand within a few hundred yards of the 
edge of atimber forest, which, commencing here, extends 
for miles dong the highland : it is intersected, however, 
in many places by patches of grass-land, and the whole 
has the appearance of an extenwve and well-designed 
plantation. An opening through this ridge of forest to 
the eastward presents to the eye a delightful view of 
the sea. This place also possesses the more substan- 
tial advantages of a very rich soil and abundance of 
excellent water. Ten or twelve springs rise within a 
short distance of the spot selected, which together form 
the source of the Umdumbi river. These i^rings will 
enable those who reside here to irrigate extensive tracts 
of fine land, thus rendermg it easy for a considerable 
pomdation to find the means of subsistence from the 
cultivation of the ground. I have not seen in any other 
part of South Africa a place better adapted for the site 
of a village or town ; and as the three chiefs Quanda, 
Daapa, and Cetani now appear to agree. in its being a 
oroper place for the mission village, I have no doubt 
that the neighbourhood win soon be thickly populated. 
Cetani came with a number of his people, and requested 
to know where the cattle-fold was to be placed, as they 
would immediately commence the work, and complete 
it as quickly as possible. This proof of his anxiety to 
see the mission actually cbmmenced was very gi^ifymg 
to us* indeed all the perplexity attending the com- 
mencement of this station has entirelv arisen from the 
wish of each of the principal chiefs to have the mission 
exclusively connected with his own clan, while we were 
desirous of its benefiting them all. Through the secret 
mfluence of Him who hath the hearts of aU men in 
keeping, we have in the end been enabled ta prevail 
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i^pon them to unite for their comm<m good, and han 
thm greatly extended the field of this mission, whick 
is now commenced under the most pleasing prospects.*^ 

These prospects, however, were soon darkened by 
circumstances of a very distressing nature. Littk 
more than three weeks elapsed before death made as 
awful breach in the mission family. On the 18th of 
June, the artisan, Mr. George Robinson, went to ad 
down timber for the intended buildings, and the veiy 
first tree that fell laid him dead upon the sp9t ! His 
scull was dreadfully fractured, and one of his legs 
broken in such a manner as to cause the splintered bones 
to protrude. He never uttered a word after receivii^ 
Uie fatal stroke, nor did he manifest the least symptom 
of sensibiMty. 11^ effect of this teying dispensatioii 
upon all around may be more, easily conceived than da- 
scribed ; but the entire absence both of medical and sur- 
gical aid OB iQl the different stations beyond the <x>loBy, 
renders the situation of a missionary, at many times, 
one of which it is difficult even to conceive. They 
were here two hundred and sixty or seventy miles from 
thetuearest doctor ; and some of the stations are nearly 
tvrice that distance ! 

The grave of this pious young man (who had only 
been married a few weeks) now constitutes one of sev- 
eral objects which give to the spot a truly melancholy 
interest. Its red-moulded covering is conspicuous oa 
the gently sloping eminence on which its deposite was 
employed in planning the house of God. Extreme soli- 
tanness surrounds the site, and an irresistible pensive- 
ness seemed to seize our minds while standing upon ft. 
No hving creature was anywhere to be seen, excepting 
two iK>or womeil gathering the poisonous roots, before 
described, in one of the neighbouring valleys. Bumt 
poles were all t^t remained to. show where dwellings 
had stood, and the, havoc that had been made by the 
torches of savages. The fields, for miles round, had 
been overspread with fire ; so that the grass was com- 
pleteljT burnt ofi^ and every thing wore the aspect of 
mourung. The rippling streamlets fh>m fountains 
hard by formed the only objects at all cheering; and 
even these, at times^ ai^)eared more like the tears of 

• MiHioiiaKy Kctice,Na IM. . 
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lire caused by the desolatioiiB of iniquity, than sources 
refreshment for guilty man ! 
(Vhen the Zoolah army retired, and the Amanwans 
ire dispersed, it was conMently hoped that the coun- 
r would, for some time at least, enjoy quiet and tran- 
illity. But now arose a third host of mvaders, quite 
desperate and formidable as those that had swept 
& desert before. These were the Amaquabi, followers 
Quabi or Quetoo, a bok^ and adventurous chief, who 
said to have been one of the late Chaka's principal 
ptains, bat who, upon the fall of that sanguinary tyrant, 
Aised allegiance to his successor, resolving not to 
»rve under the man whose hands had been in3>med in 
e blood of his master. Coming down to the south- 
ard, be and his band at lenjith arhved in the borders 
r Fakoo^s domain, and from thence forwarded a 
essage to that chief, requesting permission to settle 
ithin his territories. Whatever might have been his 
scret plans, no treacherous design a{^ars on the face 
r circumstances at this stage of Quetoo's career. But, 
nihappily for him, Fakoo's mind had already been inr 
ensed by a message from the Zoolah chief, Dingaan, 
pprizing him of the approach of the Amaqnabi, and ad- 
ising their utter destruction. Here th^ot began. the 
IreadUfiil combat ; a combat in which whites as well as 
•lacks were slain, and which finally terminated in the total 
lestruction of our mission station, and the Amaqui^ 
ikewise. 
histead of receiving Qnetoo*8 messengers peaceably, 
he Umponedo chief fell upon and slew several of them ; 
^hich, of course, tended to arouse the ire of their 
eader. This outrage, however, he did not resent, but is 
^d to have declared on receiving the report, *' I cams 
liot to make war, and shall therefore forbear." Never- 
theless, he was not disposed to return, and consequ^itly 
Bncamped with his people on the western bank of Ihe 
Umsikabba. Of this the Amaeeisibae and Amajali, tw# 
small clans, occupying the eastern bank of the Umzim^ 
vooboo, and subject to Fakoo, no sooner heard than they 
ii^ustered their forces, and treacherously attacked the 
strangers by night. Although baibarously routed, it 
does not appear that even this assault was followed by 
^y hostile or offensive measure on the part of the ia£> 
*er ; they quietly returned to their temporairy abode, and 
(•here encamped again. Shortly afterwaid^howevsry they 
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were attacked a second time ; and then was kindled titf 
vengeful flame which soon burst forth with fury. 

The two clans above mentioned, together with an- 
other named Amatoos, bent upon extirpating their new 
neighbours, succeeded in enlisting old Locheiiberg,who 
happened to be hunting in their neighbourhood at tite 
time, and also one or two of the servants of an Engiidi 
trader, who, to his everlasting disgrace, had before lm& 
bis guns in a similar service, for the sake of a little ivoiy. 
As the injudicious conduct of such men naturally tends 
to exasperate the minds of the natives, and consequentiy 
to endai\ger the lives of other travellers, it is but just 
that they should be exposed as an example and warning 
to others. With the following particulars concerning 
the old fugitive's proceedings and fate, I was furnished 
by his own son, who acted as one of our interpreters. 
Having both arms and ammunition (with which he was 
frequently supplied by his countrymen on the frontiers 
in exchange for ivory), he had long been regarded as a 
valuable acquisition to Hinza's arn^y, which he often ac- 
companied affainst the Amatembu, who were therefore 
greatly afraid of him. On these expeditions he gener- 
ally took two or three armed 'Hottentots along with 
him ; so that the destruction effected by him from time 
to time must have been terrible indeed. The ostensi- 
ble object of his present journey was, as usual, the par- 
suit of game ; but the prospect of more abundant ^il 
easily diverted his aim from animals to men. An im- 
mediate reward was promised him by l^e Amaceisibs, 
besides which he was to have a share of the booty. 

Two or three nights prior to his going to the scene of 
action, he dreamed that violent hands hsul spilt his blood 
upon the ground. On hearing of this, one of his Hot- 
tentot servants strongly remonstrated with him, and en- 
treated that he would desist from his project. To this 
he again and again c<msented, and resolved not to go, 
but as often altered his purpose ; and at length determined 
liiat nothing should prevent him. The morning on 
which he and his companions were to have started, 
their horses could not be found : hence, until near daifc, 
the day was spent in jfruitless search. Tlien, however, 
it appeared that they had actually been round and toxoA 
the animals, which were all the time within gun-shot of 
their hut. The following day they were missing again, 
and that until a late hour in the aftemooiu Enraged 
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y these circumetances, and iinpatient as it were to gtfl 
ito the javrs of death, they determined, late as it ma, 
J saddle and proceed. This was about the middle ot 
uly, 1B39. 

Seeing the enemy advancing, headed by these mounted 
rarriors,. the Amaquabi fled to the summit of a neigh- 
fouiing hill, t^ing with them their cattle, their wives, 
ind their little ones. Their fighting men were regularly 
livided into companies, distinguished from each other 
Dy various-coloured shields; wliite, black, and red. Be- 
bg, like the ancient Romans, in the habit of chafing 
Iheir opponenU at close quarters, their weapons con- 
sisted oiily of knives, and a short description of javelin. 
All sat together in close array on the top of the emi- 
nence, whence they were able to watch every move- 
ment of the opposite party. This position they retained, 
with their families and herds in tne rear, until Lochen- 
berg and hia comrades had arrived within a few paces 
of their van; nor did they strike a single blow until 
three or four volleys had actually been fired amony them, 
Ibeir chief seriously wounded, and raanyof their com- 
panions laid lifeless upon the ground. The whole host 
then arose with a terrific shout ; and, at a moment whea 

their thundering antagonists had dismounted for the 
purpose of taking more steady aim, rushed suddenly 

flowa upon them. Two out of the three were instantly 

cut to pieces ; and the other, whom I subsequently saw. 



only iust escaped as by miracle ! " Vengeance is 
1 will repay, saith the Lord." 
This awful catastrophe was soon followed by others 



still more shocking. 'Suffering under the severe wound 
lie had received, the enraged chief now seems to have 
concluded that all around him were enemies, and there- 
fore determined on adopting measures the most despe~ 
rate against both white and black. In the latter end of 
August, one division of his clan crossed the Zimvooboo, 
andbyn 
.Umyeki. 
ingasin 
fire leal 
in the He 
deavoun 
element 
This dn 
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a naTal officer, and two or three other English adYca- 
turers, together with a large party of servants, Euro- 
pean uid Hottentpt, were then haltin&r on their way to 
Port Natal. These were well provided with fireanns, 
ammunition, and merchandise, having extensive projects 
of a commercial kind in view. 

From Amadola, this company proceeded to the resi- 
dence of Fakoo, on the 26th of August, intending after- 
ward to visit the encampment of Quetoo, whom Mr. F. 
knew while at Port Natal. Respecting this part of their 
design, the Umponedo chief warmly remonstrated witii 
them, and represented it as an extremely perilous mea- 
sure, that might not only endanger the lives of the 
party, but likewise involve the country in great troaUe. 
Not being disposed, however, duly to consider ei^r 
Fakoo's arguments or recent events, and having received 
a message, informing them that the Amaquai)i had nam- 
bers of elephants' tusks, which they wished to dispose 
of, they resolved on carrying their plans into effect at 
all hazards. Hence, after travelling with their wagons 
until within twenty or thirty miles of the place, Messrs. 
Farewell, Walker, and Thackwray, attended by inter- 
preters, &c,, went forward on horseback. Quetoo re- 
ceived them with apparent kindness, ordered a beereto 
be slaughtered for their use, and gave them varioas 
other tokens of friendship. Scarcely^ however, had 
niffht-shade fallen before his mien greatly altered, as 
did that of his attendants sdso ; for both words and ac- 
tions then assumed an air of hostility. This was suffi- 
ciently manifest to our travellers themselves^ but more 
especially to the interpreters, who repeatedly hinted 
that the aspect of things was indicative of evil. Th6 
chief appears to have signified a wish to prevent their pro- 
cedure to Natal, being, probably, fearful that they might 
render Dingaan assistance against him. After inform- 
ing them of the wound he had received from the gun of 
a white inan, Lochenberg's horses were brought and 
exhibited in triumph ; and in their rage the savage throng 
cruelly goaded and most barbaroudy treated the poor 
animals, as if to annoy their visiters, or induce them to 
say something upon which a quarrel might be grouivled. 
Messrs. T. and W. now became exceedingly uneasy; 
but Mr. F. was still unwilling to believe that their hik 
would venture to do them any personal injury. 

Their fears being somewhat quieted, and the jaJ&f» 
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ing retired, they laid down to sleep, and aH remained 
Qquil until near dawn of day the Allowing morning, 
eir tent was then suddenly surrounded, and aU three 
rridly massacred, together with ^Ye of their native 
Tants, who sl6pt in a hut hard by ! Three only es< 
3ed to tell the woful tale; and one of these was 
iiged desperately to fight his way throi^ ; in doing 
lich he shot three of the barbarians, and received one 
two slight wounds himself. The ruffians then set o£f 
plunder the wagons, which they knew to be not far 
stant. On seeing them advance, the people in charge, 
fth English and Hottentots, immediately fled into uie 
oods, so that there was no further obsyUcle in their 
ay. The draught-oxen, thirty or forty in number, 
)iiatituted their first object ; ana having secured these, 
ley next ransacked the .wagons completely. Here 
ley found sever^ thousand pounds of beads, which, to 
nem, were of course more precious than gold; and 
kewise quantities of clothing, wherewith they dressed 
lemselves as well as thev were aUe. Ten or twelve 
lorses also fell into their hands, together with several 
WIS, belonging to the party. Thus laden, they re» 
umed without doing any injury whatever to the wag- 
)ns, or so much as attemptmg to pursue the survivors, 
rhese, after remaining cloistered in the forests until 
•heir way out became quite clear, hastened back again 
:oMorley, whence the mtelhgence of their misfortunes 
"^ first received in the colony. 

Flushed with victory, and confident that the clans 
(rould all be panic-struck by the desperate steps he had 
taken, Quetoo seems now to have meditated a general 
conquest. His astonishing achievements over white 
Bien were regarded, both by his own warriors and those 
around, as proofs of some supernatural power, which 
nothing could withstand. In order to weaken the 
^engdi of the Amaponeds, and at the same time in- 
case his own force, he first sent forth his troops into 
^86 parts where success was most certain. The 
destruction of Morley seems to have formed one of the 
grand objects of his plan ; and victory over the Umpo* 
i^edo king its climax. To accomphsh this point effect- 
J^Ji he ordered his men to fight round that chief 
(taking the station in their way), until they had com^ 
IMetely cut off all his outposts, inferior ci^itains, and 
^^) and until, by the accession to their numbers of 
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Fengoos, and captives, ^., they should be able, 
some degree of certainty, to attack his strong-holds. 

In pursuance of this scheme, arts the most treacher* 
ous, and measures the most desperate, were made sob- 
servient to their purpose. They carried with them the 
besom of destruction wherever they went ; sweepiij 
away whole hamlets almost every night. In this im 
ner were they making rapid progress towards the mis- 
sion village, when a poor captive female one m^ 
providentially effected her escape, and made known the 
whole of their designs. Towairds evening of October 
34th, reports reached the station that they were then 
not many miles distant : upon which Mr. S. immediate^ 
sent out persons on horseback to reconnoitre and obtaia 
certain information. These soon returned with intel- 
ligence confirmatory of the fact, stating that the enemy 
had actually entered Umyeki's umzi, aSd that they were 
intending to proceed towards Amadola early the follow- 
ing morning. The mission family were now placed m 
circumstances of extreme perplexity, and obliged with- 
out further delay to assume a defensive attitude. Their 
force was materially strengthened by the presence of 
one of the traders, who, with his servants, providen- 
tially happened to be upon the spot at the time. Pait 
of the mission property being buried, and the rest put 
into the wagons, Mrs. Shepstone and the childien, 
together with all the other females, took refuge in the 
wood, while the men armed, and formed themselres 
into a guard around the mission premises. 

In this state of fearful suspense they passed the 
night, without being further disturbed, except by the 
suspicious movements of a stranger, who had but jast 
before joined them, and whose mysterious conduct io* 
duced all to conclude that he was a spy. When closed 
questioned, he was unable to pve any satisfactory ac- 
count of himself; and on exammation> it was found tl^ 
he had on his head a piece of old canvass, which h» 
evidently formed part of a tent's skirt, and which, in aB 
probability, had been torn from the one belonging to 
the ill-fated party above mentioned. Nothing, however, 
could be elicited that would fully establish this poio^ 
although circumstances were such as to leave little 
doubt of the fact. Dreadful indeed was the havoc 
made among Umyeki's people during the night :D0 
quarter was given, nor mercy shown to man, womtfi 
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r child! On being asked cmbsequently how many 
ere killed, some of the survivors, with sighs, repliedf, 
Ask us not how many were killed ; but how many 
^ere saved! Our wives, where are they? and our 
hildren, do you see any of them V At an early hour 
1 the momingr, dense columns of smoke were seen 
ising from their dwellings ; near which the dead were 
;ft lying in heaps upon heaps ! All were then unani- 
lously of opinion that it was high time to abandon the 
tation, and proceed to some more secure part of the 
ountry. One or two circumstances now occurred 
^hich are deserving of particular notice, inasmuch as 
hey strikingly illustrate the providence of God at this 
larming crisis. 

The tremendous chasms of the Umtata formed a com- 
»lete barrier to their escape in a direct course : besides 
yhich, the wagon-ford lay considerably higher up. 
Consequently, l^fore they could cross this deep gufr, 
hey were obliged, for some hours, to continue on an 
nland course, which brought them still nearer to the 
'Qemy ; and the latter seems, moreover, to have been 
ictusdly on the advance at the very moment they 
'tarted : so that for a while both companies appeared 
18 if approximating to one and the same point. At this 
critical juncture, a dense fog overspread the face of the 
country, and entirely concealed the wagons, until they 
lad begun to descend into the channel of the river; 
^here the ravines and bushes then served as their 
covert. Almost immediately afterward, the day cleared 
ip, and became perfectly fine ! Had not Divine Provi- 
ience thus interposed, it is more than probable that 
heir movements would have been discovered by the 
ravages from the heights on which they were marching. 
rhey advanced in two divisions, and on the Summits of 
wo parallel ridges, which were separated only by a 
»mall rivulet, running directly down upon Morley. 
Hence, they were quite within hail of each other,, and 
' Amadola ! Amadola !" formed the termination of their 
«^-whoop. " Hurry on to Amadola ! hurry on to Ama* 
lola!" was the terrific cry, responded by each to the 
Hber ; and among one of the companies this grew louder 
uid louder on perceiving that their comrades on the 
>pposite ridge were turning out of their course, to sack 
the hamletsbelbw. Their vociferous shouts, however 
v^ere of no av^ ; for the herds in the valley proved irre. 
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sistible baits, and vksav minutes had not elat>s6dbe{(Hi 
the whole hos^ was effectually diverted from its object. 

Here then their progress was arrested, until the mis- 
aioR ^Bimily had got to a distance which placied them it 
comparatiye safety ; but the wretched hordes npu 
whom they fell were almost whoUy destroyed. V^ 
remained reyelling among the spoil until the followiof 
day, when Bodi, another subordinate chieftain, gaie 
them battle, repulsed, and killed some of their men. 
Whether they afterward went on to the mission village 
or not is exceedingly difficult to determine ; the tMiild- 
ings were indeed burnt; but by whom is not folly 
known. Suspicion rests upon one who before professed 
great friendship ; and who, if guilty, did the deed, ii 
all probability, not so much from really malicious mo- 
tives, as with a view to secure the iron-wori( about the 
doors and windovirs, Sic. 

On ev^ry hand the most affecting objects of distress 
Byow presented themselves. The mterpreter remained 
at a short distance from the station for some days after 
the mission family left ; during which period, a poor 
Umponedo and his wife came up, saymg they had 
hoped to have found refuge under '* the white man's 
wing." Sorely indeed were they suffering from the 
eravinprg of hunger ; and having been obliged to flee for 
Uieir hves, they had lost the whole of their children, 
save one, which was tiien hanging at the breast. Some 
of the natives had offered to takeuiem in, provided they 
would rid themselves of the infant by casting it orer a 
nrecipice. To this, however, they had not consented, 
but resolved on canying it as far as they could. After 
pointing* out the direction in which the wagons went, 
our pious interpreter advised them to follow with all 
possible speed ; which they did, and, in the course of a 
day or .two more, reaqhed the mission encampm^w 
on the banks of the Bashee. There the poor creatures 
remained until the return of Mr. S. to re-commence the 
mission, and they are now comfortably settled onm 
Morley stati<m. Mr. D. one of the traders, while r^ 
ing for a few hours at Butterworth, informed me,ttej 
Ojn his way back from the Zimvooboo, he hadnea^ 
ridden over a female who was ^d prostrate in the pat^ 
Perceiving that she did not move out of the way, » 
was induced to alight ; when, shocking to relate, W 
found her quite de»i ! A fine child, stiU alive, was also 
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ng akHi^de of the come, ndnly endeaYOVriag to 
xw nonnsfament from its lifeless mother. 
Bat to finish the history of the Amaqoabe. Their 
reer now drew to an end, and vengeance nnmixed 
ith mercy awaited them. Perceiving that they were 
nt upon caiT3ang destruction through the land, and 
iving been apprized of their design respecting him- 
4f, Fakoo at length mustered his tnbe, and deter- 
ined on giving them battle. His first measure was to 
'event all possibility of egress Arom the place of their 
Mampment, which was in a detached part of the 
»rest, and which, with his warriors, divided into ten or 
irehre companies, he completely encircled. Thither 
(qiplies of milk and other provisions were ordered to 
e taken, so that they were enabled to keep up the 
lege for several days, during which period aU re- 
nained perfec^j quiescent. Put when ms plans were 
oUy matured, and his men thoroughly acquainted with 
'he part each division had to act, he ordered the young 
uid most active of the warriors to advance towards, the 
inemy, a« if for the purpose of attacking them, and 
then again precipitately to retire ; which stratagem was 
to be repeated until the latter were aroused, and in* 
dttcedto sally forth from their umbrageous covert. The 
scheme had its desired effect ; for, apparently uncon- 
scious of the strength of their 0{^oaents, and of the 
danger of their position, the Quabae at length came out 
on to a narrow neck of land, headed by the wood, 
flanked with deep ravines, and terminating in tremen- 
dous precipices on the right bank of the Umzimvooboo. 
Perceiving that his men were somewhat aufraid to en- 
gage so sanguinary a foe, Fakoo is. said to have taken 
flis brother and two sons, and with these at his side 
harried onwards to the battle, crying, " We, then, will 
die first ; and our bones shall he here alone !^' But 
these spirit-rousing words had scarcely dropped from 
his lips ere the warriors all rushed to the combat with 
iinpetuous fury. Retreat to the forest was instantly 
rendered impracticable, and a dreadful slaughter ensued, 
^ompaljrafeively few could effect their escape ; and num- 
bers, in fleeing from the spear, leaped from the rocks 
8nd perished in the river. 

A party of the Amaceisibse then proceeded with all 
Bpeied to the encscmpment of Quetoo, who still lay sick 
ef the wound he had received in his rencounter with Lo* 



B34 CAFFRARIAM RBSBARCHS8. 

cfaenbergy and who was, therefore, not very well abled 
defend himself. His stores of spoil, howeyer, latber 
than his person, constituted their object ; and these were, 
of course, very considerable ; for besides the cattle wbkk 
his predatory bands had, from time to time taken, he y 
still in his possession much of the property belongingti 
Lieutenant F. and his company. Hearing of the \m 
discomfiture of his troops, and of the approach o( pur- 
suers, he sent ofi* his female carriers laden with thi 
booty, and committed his iierds to the few.serraots lie 
had around him ; i/diich done, he hasted away on horse- 
back, accompanied by Umdingi, who had just before 
joined him. But while thus fleeing froip the foe hebioi 
they were unexpectedly met by Capye, another Arab- 
like freebooter,— whose father (Madikan) an Irish trader 
had shot some time before, at the suggestion of Uat- 
dingi,~who easily made himself master of almost ereiy 
thing they possessed. Had not the swiftness of their 
horses speedily placed them beyond his reach, he wooK 
in all probabihty, have slain them also. Thus closed 
the dreadful career of the Amaquabae, whose circoot' 
stances, from first to last, cannot be contemplated witlt* 
out mingled feehngs of pity and abhorrence. 
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Remains of the Grosvenor— Port Natal— SliTe-trade—Fare^ 
project— Civilizing theories tested— Influence of heathenish baj 
Its — Licentiousness of adventurers— A murderous act— I>«ffl« 
Captain King — Chaka's forces — His assassination— Barban^ 
Fertility of the Zoola country— Diseases of Cafl&aria-Cowieiw 
Green's adventure— Arrival at Portuguese setUentient— Theff «•■ 
— Delagoa Bay— Its advantages— Kingdom of Tembii— Rw* 
Senna— In&mous conduct of Jesuits— Commerce of the intenor* 
Navigable rivers. 

Thuitt or forty miles eastward of the Umzimvooboo 
lie the remains of the unfortunate Grosvenor, con^^ 
of guns and ballast, perceptible at low water, and co^ 
stituting a lively memento to the traveller of the affect* 
Ing scenes there witnessed in 1783; of the wateiTgi«J^ 
into which many of our countrjrmen were there P»"^* 
«f the heart-rending situation in which numbers of den* 



J 
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te iKTOxaen and children were there placed; and of aU 
i horrid circumstances consequent upon the wreck of 
it noble vessel ; the scattering of the parties ; their 
nflicts with savages ; their perils in the desert ; their 
^rix^s from hunger, and likewise from thirst ; together 
ith the shocking fate of almost all the passengers and 
38t of the crew, who were here and there left to perish, 
languish and to die, or to he torn to pieces hy beasts 
' prey. But the subject is too painful to dwell upon. 
From hence to Natal, which is the next principal point 
r interest, there is a fine but depopplated tract of coun- 
y, from tiv'o to three hundred miles in extent. Messrs. 
'Owie and Green, two gentlemen who traversed it in 
le early part of 1829, inform us that it is in many 
laces beautiful beyond description, the meadows being 
aipeted ^with luxuriant herbage, and watered every few 
iimdred 3rards by copious rivulets, whose banks are level 
nth the prairies through which thev meander ; rivers 
ibounding with fish, hippopotami, and alhgators ; plains 
ind hills here and there covered with wo<^ of gigantic 
'orest trees, attaining the height of seventy or eighty 
feet ; and enlivened by herds of elephants. Vegetation 
also was rich beyond any thing they had ever seen in 
the most favoured parts of the colony. The coast was 
abundantly supphed with oysters of two descriptioi^ ; 
and one part is mentioned, twenty or thirty miles in ex- 
tent, which was HteraUy white with this delicious escu- 
lent. ** The late Zoola conqueror completely desolated 
the whole of this district, leaving scarcely a single ham- 
let standing: individuals, however, have again estab- 
lished themselves upon it ; and, what is somewhat re- 
markable, on the Umzimkoolu there is a considerable 
horde of Bushmen, who, sdthough quite a distinct body, 
appear to be living on amicable terms with all around." 
Port Natal, which lies between 29° and 30° south lati- 
tude, is said to have been purchased of the natives by 
the Dutch East India Company in the early part of 
1690.* It long afterward constituted a harbour for slave- 
ships, as did Delagoa Bay also, where a factory was 
^tabUshed by the company about 1721. From official 
memours, pul^hed in Amsterdam, in 1718, it is suffi- 

♦ See Maxwell*« Account of the Cape of Good Hope, in 1706 : aa 
<*igiiial manuscript copy of which, together with other papers on the 
^pe, is stiU preserved m the British Museum. 
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etenftly erident that Natal, which at thaet penoA vas* 
derstood to commence at the Great Fish luTer, was fla 
regarded as a point of very considerable importaoee, 
aiKl as " one of the most fe^e regions apoa eaitii"* 
« We there traded," says Robert Dniry, April, 1719, % 
slaves, with lai^ brass rings, or rather collars, and vei- 
eral other commodities. In, a fortnight we poichaHi 
seventy-four boys and girls. These are better slaiw 
for working than those of Madagascar, being not oalr 
blacker, but stronger. Captain White pot six natms 
of Delagoa on shor« here, whom he took with faim fte 
former voyage. They had two or three kings' domin- 
ions to pass through before they came to their own 
country, and were under some apinrehension of bem^ 
intercepted. ^ The captain therefore furnished themwith 
ammumtion, hatchets, and brass coUars.'f 

This inhuman traffic was doubtless carried oo to a 
considerable extent all along the coast, as it eren bow 
is by the Portuguese, higher up. Dr. A., a naval ot- 
ffeon attached to one of his majesty's ships of war, in- 
formed me, that, having occasion to put in at Inhambao, 
when on a cruise in 1^39, they learned that no less than 
eight hundred blacks had but just before been th^ 
shipped for South America; and that three hundred 
more were then ready for exportation ! The slave-mer- 
chant unblushingly made his boast of the exceDent 
prices he had obtained for the greater part of them, in 
consideration of their being principally young healthy 
females, from whom " a great increase of stock was 
expected by the purchaser!" The same gentlemffl 
assured me that, notwithstanding the strictest prohibi- 
tions of the home government, numbers of natives from 
this coast and Mozambique have within the hist ^ 
years been clandestinely landed on various parts of ac 
Isle of France. A French lady likewise, of considei- 
able respectability, who arrived at the Cape from that 
island in February, 1830, furnished us with two.orthree 
fiawjts confirmatory of these statements, and iUustratiTe 
of the nlamier in which the law is frequently and effe^ 
ally evaded. The illicit importation of considenMe 
compamies of ^aves appears to have been a^ ^ 

* Purry'B " Memdre but le Pays de Cafres et la Terra de Najfi" 
a cbpy of which publication also may be seen in the British HinM*' 
t DrurylB Narrative, p. 441. 
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Igam 'witaessed hj men in power, whose duty it wm t^ 
lave put down this iniquitous system, and who forsooth 
oadly boasted to the world of having done so : while al 
>ther tunes the offenders, although pubhcly convicted, 
lave been merely puni^ed with a kind of mock impris* 
mment, and allowed to ** escape, no one knew how !" On 
>ne occasion, the lady above alluded to and her toother 
were induced to attend a sale that had been called in tha 
[UHmtry, where landed and other property were expected 
to be sold : but on their arrival, they found nothing ei^ 
bifaited but a number of poor black strangers, who had 
just been «nuggied into the island, and who were ixnp 
put up to auction " in a wood !" 

In 1883, Natal was visited by Lieutenant F., of the 

royal navy, and two or three oUier gentlemen, who sooa 

afterward resolved on attempting a settlement there^ 

One of the party describes the port as being perfectly 

** easy of access to vessels drawing not more than eighA 

feet water ; it has upon its bar eleven feet at high water^ 

spring-tides ; and at times exceeds that depth. The hai^ 

\miT is well sheltered from all winds, and is sufficiently 

large to contain, at least, thirty sail. The Cape f<Mrm9 

a spacious bay, where ships may ride in safety with 9. 

W. and westerly winds in from nine to eleven fathoms^ 

sandy bottom. The best anchorage is, when the Gap^ 

bears S. by W. half-west; or S.S.W. at the distance 

of a mile and a half."* Finding the country adjacent 

remarkably fine, the disposition of the aborigines favour* 

able, and the prospect for an extensive traide in ivory, 

&c. good, they immediately returned to the Cape, where 

a strong and lively interest was excited by their project. 

As it was deemed calculated greatly to benefit the o(^ 

ony, and to .secure the ^'civili^tion of the natives,"! the 

colonial government w^ urgently called upon to afford 

aU needful, aid. 

After making the necessary arrangements, LieutenanI 
F. a^ain proceeded thither early in 1824, accompanied 
by SIX or seven-and-twenty other persons, taking with 
him btdlding .materials, agricultural implements, amd 
merchandise of different descriptions. Chaka, the Zookl 
king, and monarch of the coast from Umtimvoobu to the 
BOttthem and western parts of Delagoa, received them 

* Cftptain King's aococmt 

t FneweU'8 leiier to the govemor, September, 1824; 

P 
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with eTery token of fnendsliip, made them munific^ 
presents of cattle, and allotted to their leader, for aveiy 
trifling consideration in manufactures, a tract of coon- 
try (with the bay in its bosom), extending about thirty 
miles along the coast, and nearly a hundred in a N.W. 
direction, placing, at the same time, between four and 
five hundred of the people at his command, to '^ cultivate 
^e land." '*! took possession of the country,'' says 
Mr. P. in a letter to the governor, " made over accordion 
to the tenor of the document forwarded to yout lordship 
6n the 27th August, 1824, hoisted the English colours, 
and fired a salute in presence of a number of Chaka^ 
chiefs." 

Here then we have a party of settlers, such we may 
•uppose as Captain Stout, of the Hercules, and others 
of bis way of thinking, would-, in all probabiUty, recom- 
mend as the civilizers of Africa ! men of science; men 
of enterprise; men of general information, accompanied 
by labouring men ; men who professedly went to trade 
and to cultivate, to introduce the plough, and European 
manufactures, ice. ; and among whom there were no 
" order of missionaries or clergy," nor even a single in- 
dividual that seemed to have the most distant idea of 
introducing " any system of religion whatever." We 
may now, therefore, fairly ask, how far this rehgionless 
sclieme tended to civilize, or to make the wretched bar- 
l^arians *' useful members of a regular community." Did 
their precepts or conduct tend to rescue their swarthy 
neighbour from the degraded state in which they foond 
Mm, to raise him above habits that are disgraceful to 
human nature, to show him that heathenish customs are 
decidedly injurious, and that his manners, in many re- 
spects, reduce him, hterally, to a level with the brute t 
were their enterprising plans such as actually elevated 
either his mind or his character, making him ashamed 
of a state of nudity ; exciting willingness to adopt in- 
dustrious habits, in the place of pr^atory ones ; con- 
rincing him that "honesty is the best policy," that troth- 
is excellent, and fadsehood abominable ; and that peace 
ief essentially necessary to the happiness and well-beiof 
of society? Alas! instead of doing this, our advea- 
turers had not been many weeks in the land before dis- 
sension and strife arose among them ; and, so far from 
constituting exemplars of " peace and good-will,'' they 
soon constrained even the savage to remark, " See how 
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ese -virhite men disagree !" Pride began to work ; dis- 
ites iTvere the resiSt; diyisions presently followed; 
id the w^hole company, instead of strengthening each 
;her's hands, in the course of a very short time became 
jmpletely scattered. The greater part of them imme- 
iately left the country ; and several were never more 
eard of, being lost, as was supposed, at sea, on their 
assage back to the colony. 

It is easy for our civilizing theorisers in the comfort- 
ble enjoyment of all the benefits of civilization, gravely 
philosop^ze, and tell us what they would do, aad 
rhat might be done by instructing the rude children of 
lature in this art and m that. Speculation, however, ia 
me thing, and practice another. In our own enlightened 
and the tide of corrupt pasaion is stemmed, and great 
moral aehieveraents facilitated by established laws, by 
ancient institutions, and by universal usages ; by the 
toTce of Christian education^ national example, a gospel 
ministry, and the power of faithful prayer. But not so 
in the regions of paganism. There public example is 
heathenish, and heathenish only : lust and vice are al- 
most wholly uncontrolled ; virtue has no support ; the 
very atmosphere itself seems as if dens^ with moral 
evil, and the powers of darkness hold undisturbed do- 
minion. In such a situation, therefore, without the 
counsel of Christian friends, the warnings of a Christian 
minister, or the* salutary influence of Christian ordi- 
nances, men soon become deaf to the checks of better 
ptinciples. Fancied insult arouses revengeful feelings ; 
mirestrained passions speedily generate incredible licen- 
tiousness ; while avarice and self-interest prompt to acts 
the most iniquitous. 

Before such a force, bare morality, upright intentions, 
and the gentleman's high-toned " principles of honour," 
rank, and what not, are borne down like so manv straws 
in the stream; and, instead of civilizing others, he 
gradually slides from one degree of corruption to an- 
other, until he at length becomes himself a savage, a 
perfect sensualist, a i^lyjjamist, and that jof the most 
depraved cast ! " There is a significant phrase," says 
the pious Newton, a clergjrman of the Church of Eng- 
land, who spent several years in Africa, "frequently 
used on the coast of Guinea, that such a man Is * grown 
Mack.' It does not mean an alteration of complexion, 
hut of disposition. I have known several who, settled 

P2 
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in Africa after the age of thirty or forty, have at ttiA 
time of life been gmSlaally assimilated to the tempeo, 
Customs, and ceremonies of the natives so far as to 
prefer that country to England. They have even be- 
come dupes to all the pretended charms, necromancies, 
amulets, and divinations of the blinded negroes.^' Asd, 
kicredibleas it may appear, there are now in Cafiram 
also Englishmen whose daily garb differs little from tbe 
beast-hide covering of their neighbours ; whose propa 
colour can> scarcely be identified for the filth thatcovos 
ihem ; and whose domestic circdes, like those of the 
native chieftains themselves, emlnrace from eight to tea 
Mack wives or concubines ! 

It is almost superfluous to add, that the life of a bladL 
has, in the estimation of such degraded wretckes, 
become quite common ; and that the hope of gain, or a 
desire to secure tiiie favour of chieftains, has not wifre- 
quently proved a sufficient incentive td deeds the niost 
base and sanguinary. Twenty or thir^ of the natives 
having one day fled f^om the presence o( Chaka, and 
taken refuge in the rocks, where his spear was not aUe 
to reach them, the enraged savage, bent upon making 
them the victims of his vengeance, called in the aid ol 
these firearmed men> who, horrid to relate, by means 
Of their guns, speedily brought down the poor creatures, 
Kke birds from a tree ! The reader will not be surprised 
to learii that some of this Iraund soon afterward fell by 
the hand of violence ; and that others of the party also 
were soon afterward called to the bar of the Almighty. 
Well would it be if their awful fate should prove a wam- 
hig to all who may have occasion to go among the more 
distant tribes, either for commerci^ or scientific pur- 
poses. Let the decree of Heaven be ever kept in mind: 
" Whosoever sheddeth man's blood, by man also shall 
hi? blood be shed f and let it be remembered, too, that 
this decree proceedeth from Him whose ♦* eyes are upon 
the ways of man," in the very darkest comers of the 
earth ; for " there is no darkness nor shadow of death 
where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves." 

Much benevolent attention was paid to the Ns^ 
settletnent at its commencement, by a gentleman of the 
name of King, formerly a midshipman in the Guerriere. 
His vessel, the, Salisbury, in which the party visited 
Natal in 1823, is said to have been the first that ever 
entered that port during tii^ hfetime of the oldest inhab- 
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Hit ; and wm shortly afterward lost. But, luMriiiff 

A^daed another, and hearing that Lieutenant F. and 

IS oompaaioBS were greatly in want, he again ritUed 

lem a year or two subsequently, tor the purpose of 

iking aupjdies, and was cast ashoie at the entrance of 

le harbour. T^s led him to rssolre on remaining 

lere ; and, assisted by his crew, he succeeded in build« 

ig a completely new resscl oat of the wreck. His 

ays, hovrerer, after that occnrrence, were but few^ 

nd full of adversity. Disappointment seems to hava 

waitied faim at every step, and he at length sank undet 

be ravages of grief and dysentery ; a disease which 

tequeatly prevaSs on that part of the coast. This took 

dace in 1828; and mider circumstances of the most 

aelancholy character. When languishing in a nativa 

mt, almost alone, he repeatedly sent for Mr. F., who 

re8id^d at no great distance, requesting his friendly aid 

laid company ; but, to th^ everlasting disgrace both of 

the name and memory of the latter, althcmgh this vaa* 

fbrtunate young man had risked both life and proper^ 

in hia behalf he never so much as went near toperfona 

for him, in his dying moments, any the most conunoa 

office of humanity !. Facts of this kind are surely suflU 

(aent to show, that, whatever else such m^i may dai 

their spirit and example are not very likely to inspits 

the barbarian with much better feelmgs. Of all tluit 

went to settle at Natdl two or three only remain ; and 

it is but too evident that these, instead of promoting ths 

work of civilization, have, in a great measure, abandoned 

themselves to the' habits and manners of savage life. 

^ Witlun a few days of Captain King's death, the career 

of the Zoola chief also was brought to an end ; and as 

history scarcely fwmishes us vnth a more complete 

despot, we may here briefly notice his character. It is 

httd to say whether the conquests, the cruelties, or tht 

pide of this Afnoan ruler most promoted his celebrity; 

bat his very name, as -well as the names of other 

branches of his family, ^fiords striking^evid^ice of nd 

ordinary, degree of ambition. His grandfather was 

called itoolu, which signifies ** heaven,** or figuratively 

" high :" from him the nation is now called Amaaoom» 

^t is, people of heaved, or hiffh people : they are ofte^ 

^^ed Zoolas in English, which, however, is a comi^ 

^ of the proper name. The son of Zoola was Mena» 

which signifies *' maker or worker :" Chaka was thi son 
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of Menzi; and his name, in the Sichuana language tl 
least, means "battle-axe." The name idso of ins 
brother and successor is Dingam, which is nearly eqoi- 
Talent to " I of myself," oz " I am." Chaka, havaf, 
by some kind of treachery, contrived to get his elder 
brother, the legitimate heir, put to death, became rvki 
of the tribe hunself, at his lather^s demise. He w» 
originally estahUshed near Delagoa Bay, and driven from 
thence by some great convulsion among the tribes is 
that quarter, fifteen or sixteen years ago. The impetos 
he then received iqppears to have gradually forced \m 
westward as far as Natal ; where he at length seated 
himself with a very powerful body of adherents. His 
entire force was estimated at one hundred thousand; 
and he is said to have kept about fifteen thousand war- 
riors in constant readiness, to execute the most hazaid- 
ous and sanguinary orders. In the event of their failbig 
to accomplish lus ambitious projects, the tmsuccesslai 
troops were usually punished with immediate death. 

A week or two prior to his assassinationv he senjt forth 
a considerable army against 6ne of the tribes, lying 
Bortii-east of the Zoola territories : but, being apprized 
of their approach, the latter fortunately succeed in 
securing their property, and likewise in preparing then- 
selves for the attack. A dreadful slaughter consequently 
ensued among his troops ; which, although likened to a 
flight of locusts in point of number, were, neverthelon, 
totally defeated. The moment intelligence of th» 
reached his ears, he determined on forthwith sacri- 
ficing a nuipber of defenc^ess women, wives of some 
of the vanquished warriors ! This horrid act seems to 
have been perpetrated, in part, when the -revengefol 
feelings of his long-oppressed people burst fortti wiih 
overwheli^ing fury, and suddenly put an end to their 
bloody king. His own brethren were concerned in tiie 
plot, and became indeed the most active executionerB. 
- "Whene ver Chaka contemplated any murderous scheme, 
he generalTy preteiided to have been Apprized of some 
secret conspiracy either against himself or against his 
Ypvenmient, to which the intended victims were, as a 
matter of course, represented as being accessary. A 
few hours before his death, he intimated Xq his cosfi- 
dential domestic, Boper, that information had been com- 
.municated to him in -a dream respecting the design •f 
iiis lather, shortly to attach himsefr to the interests and 



lenrioe of a neig^iboimng king ; aad t^ he had there- 

ToTe resolved on putting him to death. This circum- 

itance is naturally supposed to have hastened his own 

lestruqtion; for the yerv same evening (Sept. dSd, 

1838), as the sun was sinking behind the western hiUs, 

the tragical scene commenced. His successor, Dingam, 

first Isdd hands upon him, sajing, ^' Ch^a shall never, 

see Uangtiliatshana (the sunset) again !^ and at the same* 

momem thrust a epear into his back : this deadly stab 

was iounediately followed l^ others from Umslangaan, 

another brother, and Boper, who thus effectually firus- 

trated his savage master's designs. The body, contrary 

to general custom, was left weltering in its blood until 

the following morning : when, on findihg that it had not 

been devoured, they gave it sepulture, saying, " The 

wolves will not eat the corpse of a king !'' Sotobie, one 

of his principal captains, who had likewise constituted 

one of his ambassadors to oxur government at the Cape 

a few months previously, was also muitlered a day or 

two subsequently. 

The awnil degree of barbarity of which this wicked 
chieftain was citable will appear fully evident from the 
following appaUmg and well-attested facts. Being one 
day annoyed by the playftd gambols of a child, which 
happened to peep into his hut, he instantly vowed ven- 
geance upon it, and declared he would kill it. On per- 
ceiving his anger kindle, the little innocent fled with aH 
speed, and took refuge amid the crowd of its com- 
I^nions. Thither the monster pursued ; but not being 
able immediately to identify the object of his rage, he 
issued orders for the whdle company (amounting to 
seventy or eighty ctdldren) to be massacred ! On an- 
other occasion, hearing that one of his captains, com- 
manding between four and five hundred men, had been 
routed by the enemy, and had losf some of the spears, 
he immediately ordered both him and his soldiers to 
appear at his residence, where every man- was withoirt 
ceremony put to death, and the wives were added to his 
seraglio ! This is said to have contained an extraor- 
dinary number of females : but, in order that it mig^ 
iiot be known, or even thought, that he held converse 
with any sate his own acknowledged concubines, the 
moment any of the other poor creatures were pro- 
nounced with chHd, their death-warrants were general^ 
sealed! ' ; 



Silloe the deeetse of tiiis inhumaii hoiag, Nstal te 
been repeatedly visited by other traders, who lurre onde 
the journey overland without much difiKcultyy and wko 
have met with considerable encouragement from Ins 
•Qccessor, the plresent chief. ^ Its occupation as a mti- 
«ion station is highly desiraUe ; . but until a xegite 
communication can be ensured by sea, this would neces- 
sarily be exceedingly expensive ; partly on account of 
Its remoteness from the colony, and partly from the 
additional number of persons that ought to be employed 
in a mission so far from any other station. It must be 
obvious to every one at all acquainted with the loeri 
jaireumstances of the country, that such a misai<m woidd 
tequire to be established on a somewhat larger tcal« 
Ahan those nearer the frontiers, to ensure any thing hks 
a prospect of permanency and stabiUty, or to meet, even 
In a small de^e, the pressing emergency of the case. 
Dingam has more than once expressed a wish to have 
missionariea among his people ; but how for his motioB 
is to be depended upon is perhaps difficult to say, seeiif 
that his vi^ws of the missionary character must neees- 
aarily be less or more JB^ovemed by his knowledge of oar 
countrymen ; .whose, conduct, as we have already sees, 
Mas bi)ea calculated to do any tiling bilt prepare the 
missionary's way. In other respects, the Zoolu coimtrj 
aeems to present no obstacle to ^ introdnctioa m 
Christianity, besides what is common to every other 
part of Caffraria. The general habits and manners of 
the Amazoolu are much the same as ^hose of their 
neighbours, with the exception of their being uncircom- 
cised^ This rite does not a]^ar to obtain among either 
them or the Fengoes : herein therefore they differ Mk 
from the Kaffer and the Boochuana. 

The residence of their king is at Nobambe (near 
which are several pieces of ordnance, said to have bees 
left by the Dutch upwards of forty years ago, when t 
aettlement was attempted), on the Zimtlanga, a n?er 
about one hundred and twenty miles north-east of the 
4>ort ; and was visited by the late Dr. Cowicj (district 
aurgeon of Albany), and his friend Mr. Benjamin Green, 
IB the month of March, 1839.* Its whole neig^iboor- 

* Mr. Alexander Cowie was a native of Scotland, and a ffentto' 
man of great professional skill ; he was highly esteemed bj ah who 
Ime w biin, ana having been remarkably soecesslal in the peribimpet 
of various surgical operations, he had become exceeding^ popMi 
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hood is described as being Tery populous and fertile ; 

the huts are built after the manner of the Kaffersj.but ais 

much cleaner, and more commodious. OultiTation ii 

carried^ on to a considerable extent ; and two kinds ofj 

%mpjie, or sugar-ckne, are mentioned by the trarellers ; 

one as thick as the little finger, and the other as thai 

of the wrist. The latter is stated to be the sacchartum 

officiarum, or true cane, and was found in every part of 

the country as far as Delagoa. Shortly after their ar* 

rival at this place, a party of about forty half-caste Poi»> 

tugnese visited the Zoolu chief, in conseqi^ience, as they 

stated, of their being greatly in want of food. One of 

them was copper-c^oured, and had straight hair; all 

were dressed m long chintz gowns, tied at the waists 

their nation was represented as residing near the Poff« 

tugnese fort, and as having been completely despoiled 

by Chaka's arniies. Being informed by them that il 

was only about five days' journey to Delagoa, M^ssrsi 

Cowie and Green at once resolved on an attempt is 

penetrate to that place ; and leaving the wagon, with 

meet of their suite, at Nobambe, they commenced ths 

arduous and fatal enterprise on the 6th of Marcl^. 

From their journal it aj^ars that the Zimtlanga is s 

principal and the westernmost branch of the St. Lucia 

river ; besides which, it has three others — the YoTosie 

Umhlope, the Volosie Innansie, and the Vqlosie, which 

is the easternmost source : these, all uniting aboul 

thirty-five miles form the 'se^^ fh>m the Umvoloeis^ 

which in the maps has been designated St. Lucia. The 

Volosie Innansie, where forded by our travellers on the 

7th, was one hundred yards wide; much infested bv 

alligators; the banks marshy, and thickly lined wm 

large fig-trees full of good Ihiit. The trunks of sonis 

of these trees measui^ six feet in diaineter ; and like 

the ftous Indica, they are said to possess the quality of 

throwing down their branches, and fixing them by roots 

in the earth. Buflialoes and elephants especially were 

here munerous. Proceeding through a hilly' country, 

they passed a long defile in the IngamMnga, or Bladk 

Tiger mountams, a^ ci^oased the Morrie and Sordwany 

finoagfaoat the wkole of the eattem prorinee. Hie coaif>eiuo% 
Green, was from the countjr of Wej$otd, m IreUml, and a youQf 
■lan of extraordioary enterprise : he seems to have been actuated t^ 
an unconquerable love of adventure ; which, like manj otiien, he 
•KribjMto thiBTeadiiif of De Foe'b eelebratad Civaoe. 

P3 
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riTOv on the 9^ Increased quantities of gsane wen 
DOW met with, and also a new species of tiger, most 
ferocious in its habits, and totally different from the 
colonial kind. On the banks of tl^e Umkoosie, which it 
about three hundred feet broad, and rery rapid, thej 
killed a large boa-constrictor ; and on the lOth of Mardi 
skirted a high range of mountains, called the Bombo, 
running nearly north and south. The following day, 
keeping close to the base of these elevations, and on the 
western side, they traversed a swampy country, covered 
with mimosas, and waded the Pongola, which passes 
through the range towards the ocean. 

On the 13th they ascended the Bombo mountain ; aad 
on their summits, diversified with wood, hill, and dale, 
fell in with many natives and much cultivated land. 
Here an attempt was made to dissuade them from pro- 
ceeding, by the chiefs, who had already sent for Uieir 
wizard from a distance, in consideration of the annual 
^sit of the Delaffoa fever, which was then daily ex- 
pected; and which, according to their representations, 
generally extended to the chain just mentioned. But 
aving got thus far, they were unwilling to relimpnsh 
the great object of 'llieir tod, and therefore determined 
on pushing forward at all hazsprds. On the i4th tli^y 
descended, though not without considerable difficulty, 
this last hilly barrier between them and the Portuguese 
settlement ; forded the Ungovoome, reached the hamlet 
of Undolomba, a petty chief, belonging to the Unnumie 
tribe, and subject to Sadooka. At this village and at 
most of those they subsequently passed, they were 
received with distrust and hesitation; but when, bjr 
means of their guns, they provided the inhabitants wi^ 
food (grass-seeds being m many places their chief sid^ 
•istence), the poor creatures called them gods, stating 
that they had hitherto been visited ooly for the purposes 
ef rapine and murder ! For some days previously the 
expedition suffered greatly from rain; and a sensible 
alteration in the climate was now observable : the days 
being excessively hot, and the nights' cold, raw, and 
damp. From tms period our adventurers frequently 
complain of exhausnon and melancholy ; and the tone 
of their diary evinces an ardent desire to reach the 
long-Looked-for destination. 

As already remarked, the more southerly divisions of 
the country are in general pretty healthy, owing to the 



9ART n. ourm jwh 847 

peevliar dryness of the atmosphere and soil. Hence 
epidemics, at all serious, very rarely occur. There is* 
indeed, a species of intermittent fever which occasion^ 
ally prevails, and which is less or more fatal in the 
autumn and winter months. Phlebotomy is then fre- 
quently resorted to ; being in general their only remedy* 
Tlie cupping procqss is quite common : in the perform* 
ance of this, after making two or three incisions, as near 
the seat of pain as possible, with a rude and often rusty 
instrument, a horn is applied, and exhausted by suction 
at the smaller extremity. A severe description of 
ophthalmia also is often <&stressingly prevalent in sum* 
mer, particulaiiy in the lowlands, among all classes 
Mapy of the native children and some adults are greatly 
afflicted with worms likewise, owing, in allprobabilityt 
to the ^ant'of.a more generous diet. Pulmonary com* 
plaints are by no means uncommon ; but they generally 
ori^T^nate in a want of caution, exposure, or sleeping 
in damp situations. Besides all these, however, the 
tribes higher up the coast are mamfestly subject to 
others of a faur more destructive character. The ground 
being marshy, rain more abundant, ilnd the rivers much 
more extensive towards the tropics, miasmata and nox* 
ious vapours are, of course, frequently productive of 
fevers that are little less than pestilentia}. 

Of this our travellers were soon furnished with con* 
vincing and lamentable proof. After recrossing the 
Ungovoomo they encamped near a kke called Jmvooiu 
(hippopotamus) pond, not far from the confluence of the 
Ungovoomo and Pongola rivers;. and the ensuing day 
travelling along the banks of the latter stream, they ar- 
rived at another large lake, which they denominated 
Erin, and at which thejr slept. They then crossed the 
Mapoota, near its junction with the Pongola, and again 
bivouacked on the shores of a third lake, of which tney 
write in extreme raptures. It is represented as being 
about four miles long ; and between^ three and four hun- 
dred feet wide : its waters are fr^sh, and translucent as 
glass, the haunt of alligators, hippopotami, and a great 
diversity of fish. Around it were shrubs of various de*i 
scriptions, and a lawn of the most verdant grass ^ upon 
irhich were.sportively feeding numbers of spring bucks 
{antdope saliens vel d<trsata), and .other animals of tht 
tame beautiAil gemis. Nevertheless, notwithstandinf 
all its loveliness, danger and death were concsaM it 
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•▼erf comer of this paradisiac spot : fhe ii 
dile, the terrific boa, the treacherous tiger, and a 
lential atmosphere conspired to mar and destroy these 
charms of earthly heauty. 

The Mapoota rirer is called by the natives La Zoota; 
aod is augmented by the Ungovoomo and Pongola 
streams ; the first and last of which have their sources 
on the western side of the Bombo mountains. Its banks 
are exceedhigly reedy and marshy; and the vfhoke 
country is almost a dead level. Between the spot 
where they forded, it and Engli^ River, a distance of 
•bout eighty miles, the scene seems to tuive been in a 
jfreat measure devoid of interest. Their progress was 
greatly impeded by salt lakes of stagnant w^ter, bog|^ 
ffround; and forests of stunted shrubs : the soil also is 
described as being remaikably light, and sandy as thai 
•f the seashore. After keeping the vicinity of Mapoota 
(br four days, and then making a little deviation towards 
a hamlet under the chief Migata on the' coast, they had 
^e welcome sight of a vessel anchored in Delagoa Bay. 
To this they despatched a native, witii a note, desthnc 
the commander to Aimish them with a few comforts m 
whkh they were entirely destitute : but the poor fellow, 
contrary to their orders, took it to the Portuguese 

governor, who sent them an invitation to the fort, 
>gether with a present of coffee, sugar, and iMScuits, 
<EC. Their envoy not returning according to their aax- 
fous expectation on the mominff of the 33d, they pro* 
ceeded alongshore to within sight of the long^wished- 
for haven ; here they slept, and Uie next morning be 
made his appearance with missive and excuse, tint 
nothing could induce him to go on board a Portugoese 
vessel, as he knew he should there be trepanned into 
riavery! 

Mardh 94th, the governor's boat transported theai 
•cross the La Koela, or English River ; Init they had 
first to wade tlurough about a mile of reedy raaish on its 
banks. The natives strongly urged them not to cross 
it all, signifykig that the Porttiguese would, in all proba- 
baity, poison ^^^m : they were, however, received at 
ttie fort vrith amiarent kindness, and remained there for 
six or seven aajFS. During this period, the goremor, 
Tsxeira, accommodated them at his own residence, but 
iMde them pay deaiiy for every IHoaag they had, ai 
iaa^ settft them away without any mpffy wfaatcm 



or their journey homewards. Three weeks pteyiam 
o their arrival, there were forty Europeans at the set- 
lement ; but so great had been the ravages of disease 
unonff' them that their number was now reduced to six, 
md these also were rapidly hastening to the grave. 
Two ships in the harbour had buried or thtown over- 
[)oard no less than one hundred and fifty bodies in the 
course of a very few days. It is not improbable, therefore, . 
that our travellers 'took away with them the seeds of 
contagion ; for their journey so<m afterward oame to a 
melancholy close. This, however, was doubtless ac* 
oelerated hj the loss of their horses, which sickened 
and died while they were at the fort, and consequently 
obliged them to proceed on fbot. 

On the 4th of April, Dr. €. was taken ill, complained 
o{ bis head, t^d himself, and afterward made his will; 
to venesection he had' again recourse in the afternoon, 
and felt himself so much relieved as to determine on 
travellinji^ the following morning. But, alas 1 the ni^ 
ended his adventures ; and the foUowinff day saw his 
remains in the silent dost! Teiy few hours elapsed 
before Plaa^, one of their Hottentot servants, also 
feU ; and the interpreter entreated Mr. Q. to leavehira 
atid hurry onwards, as there appeared to be no possibiUty 
of saving him : to this, however, the kind-heartod Irish- 
man would not consent, untM the poor man had breathed 
1ms last. Oreen felt the loss of his companion most 
acutely, and appears to have been ahnost sttdtified with 
gri^ : hence he would sometimes, after firing at any 
thing, keep the gun at his shoulder for a conuderaUe 
length of time, gazing as if completely lost m thought, 
and unconscious of ^at he was about. The virul^ce 
of disease, therefore, in his case, w^ evidently increased 
by great nervous excitement; under which, although 
renarkal^y strong and athletic, he likewise at length 
sank. Medicines were offered him by the natives ; but 
convinced, probably, that Ihey coM. be of little service, 
he altogether declined taking them ; and after giving up 
Ms papers to the interpreter, with a request that ^ey 
taigfat be forwairded to the Colony as soon as possible, 
he expired in one of the huts on m Sth or Ml^ of Apiil, 

' The narrative 6f ^ese intrepidbut unfortunate young 
• S<mUlAfiic«n'l>iractor7f<»IS«V^9as-eia. 
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men has brought us i^) to a point of great political and 
coBimercial importance, and one that is peculiarly 'uAet- 
eating to the Christian missionary. Deiagoa Bay, ex- 
tending from 25^ 20^ S. to Mapoota in 26° — and froM 
the Cape Inyack, in lat. 25° 58' S. and long. 32° 55' £., 
to the entrance of EngUsh River, in the same latitude, 
and in 33^ SS' £. l<Hig., is the receptacle of three large rir- 
ers. The first of these is the Mi^poota, which empties 
itself at the S.W. comer,— while the English, and Ma- 
neiss, or King Georffe's,* disembogue their nob^ streams 
into the eastern side of.the bay. The latter has a shift- 
ing bar ; ** but we canfied through its channel," says a 
naval officer in his mige8t)r's service, '* twenty-two feet 
at high water." Within, it is not so considerable as 
either the Mapoota t)r English River, except that it 
flows from an immense distance, and delivers to tba 
ocean such bodies of water as frequently burst its banks 
to find other outlets into the ffreat bay. It has a^nortii- 
erly direction exactly parallel to the coast, or inchniiig 
but little inwards for many miles ; and has its source ia 
the mountains N. W. of Inhamban. This river has the 
advantage of opening a free communicatioQ with an im- 
mense country of great fertility, even to the Portngu^e 
post Manica ; which is by them said to be not far from 
its source ; but the situation cannot be ascertained, fur- 
ther than that it is in the captaincy of Rio de Seima. 
The banks of the Mapoota, and of the streams which 
fall into EngUsh River, are for the most part muddy and 
covered with mangrove ; and behind there is a ridi 
champaign country, studded with clumps of tree^, like 
park-land, of moderate elevation. The King George's, 
however, has quite a different character ; which, like 
that of the Mississii^i and other great rivers, marks 
most decidedly Uie distance of its sources. 

The Portuguese fort, situate on the left bank of Eng- 
lish River, consists of three or four houses, a few old 
rusty cannon, and a number of native huts ; which, alto- 
gether, give it a vrretched appearance. In 1833-4, the 
whole of its force did not amount to more than foitvor 
fifty black soldiers, natives of Mozambique, besides 
throe officers, and the governor, who exercised over 

* This name was. giT«n to it t>y the officera of his majesty** ahb 
Leren, in consideration of the natives in its neiffhbonrhood (aomea 
whom had picked ^p a little English from the woalera) calling the» 
eelvea *< Kiag Oeoige*s mflOL" 



PABTiL cxAFminnu 861 

Sie neiglriioiiring aborigines a most vicious and enslar* 
Ing tyranny. The whole of the adjoining countries are 
e^ndently very populous; and their products as va- 
rious as can well be imagined, the sou being exceed- 
ingly rich, and capable of any sort of culture. The 
sugar-cane, pines, and pumpkins, with various other 
tropical plants, and some of a peculiar description, are 
here indigenous. Rice, maize, i^illet, and other useful 
fariruB are plentiful^ but frequently laid waste by ele- 
phants, jelks, and hippopotami. The latter abound in 
almost all the rivers, as do alligators also; valuable 
stones, and probably gold ; and in the bay, besides the 
whale, seal, and turtle, there is abundance of different 
kinds of fish. 

*' The neiffhbouring coast is clear and safe ; it is at- 
tainable, and always easy o^ access from north or south 
at all seasons of the year : the bay has safe anchorage 
either outside the bar or within, or even upon it. There 
are no- currents to sweep ships past : tnere is a con- 
venient rise of tide, and the neighbouring country will 
always supply it to any extent of demand. In a nautical 
point of view, therefore, it is far superior to Mozam- 
bique, which fails in all these particulars. From Delagoa 
the voyage to any part of India or Europe is simple at 
all seasons of the year ; but from Mozambique these 
voyages must always depend on the monsooti. To Great 
Bntain this port offers an important point : it opens all 
the interior of Africa to her commerce, where millions 
of people are ready to receive clothing and civilization 
at her hands I By its products the more southern prov- 
inces woidd always be secured against famine or even 
scarcity with propei* management; aiid as the black 
whale IS abundant on all the coast from May to August 
and September, when the spermaceti also is often met 
with in coihsiderable numbers, fisheries might here be 
advantageously established. Its situation would more- 
over command a free intercourse and Commerce with 
every point on the entire coasts of Madagascar, at all 
seasons of the year. Should this bay fall into the pos- 
session either of the Americans, the French, or the 
Russians, it would be most ruinous, not only to the 
Cape colony, but to our East India possessions and 
commerce, either in peace or war : in peace by becom- 
ing a mart for all East India productions; andm war as 



being one of the finest ports in the woild^ whence iniai- 
cal enterprises might issue at pleasure."* 

In March, 18^3, the kingdom of Tembi, Ijring^betwMi 
the English and Mapoota rivers, was ceded to the Brit- 
ish government by the king, Kapell ; who, toother witk 
Slengelly, Shamaguarra, luid Capenfenick, his princqul 
chiefs, expressed an earnest wish to have teachers es- 
tablished among his people. Our late colleague, the 
Rev. William Threlfall, was therefore induced to pro- 
ceed thither soon afterward ; but not being snfficientlf 
careful to adopt those precautions which circumstances 
and the climate rendered absolutely necessary on his 
arrival, ill health unhap{Hly obUgedhim to return after t 
stay of but very few weeks. Since that period no put 
t>f these dark lands has been so much as marked by tbe 
foot of a Christian minister ; and in vain does the eye, 
even at this moment, roam over the vast and nomeroH 
territories into which the whc^e coast, from Umxiai- 
voobu to Mozambique, is divided, in search of a single 

K'ous or spiritual instructer ! A view of the map now 
)fore me is truly chilling ! At all its ports we li^ar oi 
wars, of trade, of gold dust, of ivory, and of slaves ; birt 
not a word about the perishing condition of its innumer- 
able inhabitants. At Rio de Senna indeed, the Portn- 
ffuese colony, l3ing between 15^ and 30^ south lat., and 
from 27^ to 37' east of Loudon, there are a number of 
Dominican friars, who, as observed by the late Governor 
Terao,* " ought to teach evangelical morality to the 
whites" (blacks have neither part nor lot ii^ the matter), 
** since for that end were they appointed to ^ their 
parishes :" but if even their profound ignorance was not 
a sufficient bar to the performance of their duties, littie 
or no benefit could be derived from the instruction of 
persons of depraved and infamous habits, who make a 
mere commercial speculation of their ministry. At 
present there is not a single estsA^hmont for the in- 
struction of youth, nor are there any funds whidi aie 

♦ South African Qnarteriy Journal for 1830, p. 143, 144. 

t Tbis gentleman was go^mor of the captaincy, and a jomig aai 
of considerablf promiae ; but ahortlv after writing an account of tbi 
••ttlement in 1820, he wa^ stabhM or one of his own ofBten. Tba 
Portuguese manuscript was obtained by Captain Owen, of bis mi> 
jest^'s ship Leven, while surveying the aooth-tast coast, a year a 
two afterward.— iM p. 411 
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o apfdied : henoe H f<dlow8 that the children of each 
amuy are imperfectly instructed at h^Miie, no penone 
leing^ found at all capable of undertaking each a charge, 
loivever willing parents might be to remunerate them, 
n 1805, the inhabitants of Tette (one of the principal 
;owiis of the settlement) made chmce of a poor un* 
>eneficed priest, as a fit person to instruct their children 
in residing, writing, and the Christian doctrines. The 
othier friars, however, used all their power and intrigue 
to i^et him removed to Senna, where Jie now is In utter 
idleness, ^nd without any employment whatever i this 
they did from pore maligni^jT, proving themselves to be 
Intter enemies to the public welfare. These forced 
celibsts throw every obstacle in the way of matrimony, 
even in the marriages of the poorest people, for the sole 

Surpose of extorting money, in every possible manner, 
owever indeo^it, unjust, and tyruwical. Thi^ will 
account for their debauchery and immorality ; many 
living in a state of open and putdic concubinage, rather 
than pay the exorbitant fees imposed upon the mar- 
riage fites. 

"^All the inhabitants of Rio de Senna live by the in^ 
tenor commerce, and the fruits cultivated on their lands 
by the natives. The mercantile transac^ons are ear- 
ned on entirely by slaves belonging to the inhabitants, 
who have acquired a knowledge of the country, and 
are called Massambazes. These go forth every year, 
attended by other slaves, as carriers of goods proper for 
the trade, and in due time return with gold, ivory, and 
slaves. Besides this commerce, man^r keep a number 
of slaves employed at the mines in th<3 interior districts 
of Quitove, Manica,* Mazezurus, Abatiri, Zemba, Max- 
ongo,'and Mano, which yield them gold at a trifling ex- 
pense. The indolent and inactive lord (senhor), whose 
business requires neither a e^culation,noreven,a com- 
bination of ideas,' passes his days either in sleeping, 
smoking, or drinking tea ; or if by any chamce he shoum 
sally forth from his house, it is at sunrise, when he pre- 
sents a ridiculous spectacle of fastidious state and indo- 
lent stupidity, being swung in a hammock (fHackila\ 
which is carried by four miserable slaves. Of these 
poor creatures, some of the senhcnrs possess from six 

* In this district the Itfanein or King Oeorge'* Riter in mad to 
tiko id file among the monnraiiw, between Sewa and Inhemhan. 



894 CAmURUM RBSSiOtCHSf. 

hundred to a thousand; and can easily aogmeiit^ 
number to any amount, being always able, in tte 
course of two or three months, to obtain as many liiB- 
dreds! 

*' The commercial afioirs of this part of Africa exteii 
over an immense territory, whose length firom north to 
south is about three huti<ured and fifty leagues, from C&- 
zembe to Manica ; and two hondred leagues from east 
to west, from Quillimane to Zumbo. But as the m^- 
chants send their goods far beyond these pdaces, we may 
Sfiiely add fifty leagues to the above dimensions ; whicfa 
will make the mercantile transactions of the Rio de 
Senna extend over a space of 87,60Q square leagues. 
The bare recollection that the whole. of this groumi is, 
and long has been, regularly traversed by slave-deal^s, 
is quite enough to make one shudder, and ought to act 
as a stimulus to hearty co-operation in every plan whidi 
has for its object the total aboUtion of tms nefarious 
source of gain. Slaves are among the principal and 
staple commodities. ' If,' says Terao^ ' we except the 
gold, ivory, and slaves, all the other exports are of httle 
value !' 

** Throughout ^e captaincy, interior navigation might 
be established on a larger scale than in any other part 
of Africa ; the chief part of America, indeed, falls sluMt 
of it in this respect. The Zaihbeza might be rendered 
navigdJi>le throughout the year as far as nine hundred 
miles above QuiUimane into the interior of Zumbo, if 
two obstacles were removed : the first of which is, some 
rocks impeding the navigation at a place called Cabia- 
foaca, between Chicova and Tette, where boats can 
never pass. The second might be easily removed, as it 
only impedes the navi^tion six months in the year. 
The Zambeza divides into two branches, about tiiirW 
leagues above 'Quillimane, the left branch of which 
passes the town, and is only navigable in the winter 
season, on account of the sands which collect at the 
point of separation. The waters of the river in the 
other season pass down the right arm and discharge 
themselves into the sea at the bar of Ohrida. By opt- 
ing a canal half a league in length, the left l^ranch might 
be pursued at all seasons of the year with great facihtv. 
Notwithstanding this difficulty, the navig^ion is made 
(although laboriously) by means of a cai^ which com* 
raunioates with another branch of the river, ai^ affcvds 
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k passage to numerous small craft, assisted by the tide- 
waters, -which commraiicate from without tmrough the 
medium of the before mentioned canal, called Rio 
Maindo. Inferior rivers fall into the Zlambeza, and 
water the land of the interior, — ^thus atfbrding great fa- 
cilities to the inland commerce. Such is theRavuffa, 
which rises to the northward of the Zambeza, in the 
Marave's country, and falls into it half a league below 
Tette ; the Aroanha, which, passing through Monopo- 
tapa, joins the Zambeza* on its right bank between Tette 
and the pass of Laputa ; and the Cline, a large stream, 
whose source we are as yet ignorant of, which, after 
passing* through the territory of the Marave Kaffers (the 
chief manufacturers of all the hoes used in the czp- 
tainev' of Senna, as weU as at Mozambique, Inhamban, 
&c. &c.)j forms a junction with the Zambeza near 
Senna."* 



CHAPTER XVII. 



Chanees effected by the introdnctioii of Christianit? — Plough at 
work on every station — Sorcejiera constrained to nee — Truisla- 
tions in progress — ^Missionary meeting at Wesleyville — General 

' increase of Knowledg[e — Happy results — Population of Albany — 
Improved ad^ninistration of justice— Asriculture — Climate — Pro- 
ductions— Uryllivori, or locust-birds— Commerce — Kaffer trade: 
its commencepoent ; progress ; importance— Albany exports— Gra- 
ham's Town market — Places of worship — Schools— Infant-sohocrfs 
— Salem academy — ^Missionary spirit and effort. 

On our return to the colony, reflection led me, while 
passing along, to remark on the change that is manifest 
m sdl places where th^ gospel has been established. A 
mere traveller, or stranger, visiting these parts might 
perhaps be ready, frOny general smpearances, to conclude 
that little or nothing haS been effected ; that because he 
found not villages in complete European style, commu- 
nities of well-dressed persons,, and houses mmished ac- 
cording to his own views and taste, no change whatever 
had been wrought. But a contrast of the present wi^ 

* South African Quarleriy Joamml, 1830, p. 61, 68. 



the past farniflhes satisfactory and abundant e?ideiiei 
to the contrary: the simple testimony of the native 
himself will jfallr show that mtich has been done ; that 
tiie condition of the female sex has even already beet 
ameliorated ; that the state of sbciety is consideraU| 
improved ; and that the doctrines of divine truth » 
gradually expelling from their darkened understaadiDgs 
tne delusive phantoms of sorcery and witchcraft, &c. 

Although numbers of soothsay ers, wizards, andsoicO' 
resses dwelt in the immediate neighbourhood of almost 
every station at its commencement, there is sparoefy 
one of these characters now to be found near aov u 
them. They are confessedly unable to maintain theii 
ground or sustain their reputations^' where the people 
learn to pray, sajring, '* Lead us not mto temptation, but 
deliver us from evil ; for thine is the kingdom, and tlie 
power, and the glory," &c. There, instead of the saa- 
guinaiy org^ies of their ancestors, or the pagan ceremo- 
nies of their still benighted neighbours, who have no 
other help in time of trouble, nor hope of reUef amid tiie 
parching droughts of summer, we find whole congrega- 
tions solemnly acknowledging the hand of Divine Provi- 
dence, and with our poet singing, — 

** He makes the grass the hills adorn, 
And clothes the smiling fields with com ; 
The beasts with food his hands supply,* 
And the young ravens when they cry*.* 

On every station the mission plough is busily engaged, 
and bids fair for ultimately putting down the field-Jaboor 
of the women altogether. Having planted a few twigs 
of the mulberry, together with various other fruit-tre®8, 
at Mount Coke, in 1835y I now found them flourisiuog 
luxuriantly; as also at Wesleyville, where both soil and 
climate seem to suit them y ery well. I trust, therefore, 
that in course of time the silk-Worm will bo introduced, 
and constitute a profitable source of employment for ^ 
natives. Schools' have been everywhere establish^'' 
and notwithstanding the numerous difficulties arising ov 
of a total want of books, from manuscript lessons alone 
many of the children have acquired a knowledge otkt' 
ten, so as to be now able to read, in their own tongnj 
" the wonderful works of Ged." Their barbarous and 
hitherto unorganized language is at length brought intc 
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fonn, and consecratcid to purposes the most sacred. 
Grammars, dictionaries, aad trsn^ations of different 
parts of Scripture will soon be ready for the press. 

That peace> by some termed " the first work of ciiTili- 
zation,^' has been greatly promoted, will appear indubi- 
tably evident from the following communication trans* 
mitted by Mr. S. Young, under date of April 12th, 1839 : 
" My present letter," says he, " contains a short account 
of a missionary meeting (the first ever held in Kaffer* 
land) which took place at Wesleyrille on the 21st ult. 
The chair was taken by- lieutenant-colonel Somerset, 
commandant of Oafifraria, &c. ; uid the speakers were, 
Donald Moodie, Esq., Rev. W. Cariisle, clergyman of 
Graham^s Town, and the Rey. Messrs. Shaw, Palmer, 
Aylifif, and Young; together with the following Kaffer 
chiefs, viz. — Pato, Kye, Kobus Congo, Quasana, 13 m- 
pethlo, Enoo, and Abana. The meeting was held in the 
open air, as the chapel was not large enough to contain 
one -half of the people, there being from six to eight 
hundred persons present. 

'^ The following are extracts from the speeches of the 
chieftains, translated into English : — 

" Pato. — Do you hear that (referring to the address 
of the colonel and other speakers), you peofde ? Yon 
must, therefore, beUeve. This word informs us that 
we ar« sinner^ ; therefore every mAn must pray for him- 
self: because the import of the word which we hear is 
very great, therefore pay particular attention to-day to 
what you hear. 1 was myself in darkness, and did not 
at all understand. We must take care and not be 
ashamed of what we hear. 

" j^ye.*— Do you hear now, you Amakahabi (SXham- 
bi's tribe of Kaffers), and ypu, Gonakwebu (Pato's tribe 
of Kaffers) 1 We are all fallen into the clay, and this 
word is come to lift us out. This word is a rich word, 
— more so than all cattle ; therefore take hold of it, and 
hold it fast. Pray that it may prosper ; * for it is a word 
that will make us.ric)i. The same God that helped our 
fathers in the wars is the same God who has now sent 
his great Word to us. 

" Kama. — I am very glad to see you all here to-dvy, 
and especially that we are met to speak and hear Gba's 
word. I am a man who am. converted, and belong to a 
Christian church. You may lau^h at my saying this; 
but you wlu) now laugh will alM> pray at some future 
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period. We shall not alwa3ni live mon. earth: I who 
new speak shall die, bat my sonl will not perish ; God 
will preserve it ; for he is a great God. He made Bosb- 
men, Hottentots, Kaffers, and English. Somerset, 
whom you now see, is a sharp man, and sometimes 
rides alx>ut with halls,* and he used to drive us into ttud 
bush ; but to-day he is come to speak God's word to us. 
Do then, my friends, think mtich upon what is said. 
I speak the more freely, knowing that I am a dying 
mortal. 

** Quasana, a son of the late Dooshami. — ^You hear 
now that this is a great word, and that it is a word to 
quicken us, and raise us ; we must therefore pay much 
attention to this word of peace. 

" Kobus Congo, — ^This word is very great, I thank the 
friends who sent us this word; for before this word 
came we were enemies, but now we are met in peace. 
You always said that I was the man who drank poison, 
because I was always sent to our enemies to make 
peace. However, we shall all die, even the preachers, 
Kaffer chiefs, and all men; then listen to this word, and 
pray over it. 

" Enoo, — You hear now, you Amakababi, and yon 
Amagonakwebi. You ask. How was Kama converted ! 
I say, Ask then ; for you are people that can contend 
upon all subjects, why then do you sit still 1 Yob 
hear that it was done hy the word of the missionaries 
which they read from the book : the same word informs 
us that we must not look at our neighbour's goods, but 
look at our own. Throw away your sins to-day. 

" Umpethlo. — Thanks, thanks to the great people, and 
to Somerset, for coming here to-day ; and many thanks 
to the missionaries for bringing this great word. It is 
truly a sweet word, like honey ; it is sweet news. 

** Abana. — What is the word? It is God's word. Who 
brought it? The missionaries. Who sent them? God. 
Why did they come ? To turn us from our sins. I thank 
very much mdeed. I thank also that we are come 
together to-day without assagais and guns ; they are all 
left at home. I thank Somerset and the missionaries; 
I cannot thank enough. 

" The above speeches of the chiefs will not be so in- 
teresting in. an English dress ; as they were to us who 

* Alloding to commandos, or mflitaiy expeditions. 
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ere present, and witnessed the warmth with which 
ley were delivered, and felt the influence they diffused : 
id, contrastinjgf their present circumstances and pros- 
3cts -with their former warlike dispositions and cruel- 
es, -we were constrained to say, 'What hath God 
rought!' It was truly pleasing to see the children 
oUectin^ gum from the various trees, and bringing it to 
ell for a few pence, in order that they might give some- 
ling at the collection ; and also the women bringing 
lilk several miles for the same purpose. 

"In addressing 'the natives on this occasion, D; 
foodie, Esq. (slave ffuantian of the eastern, province), 
observed, that * while ne disclaimed all intention of sajring 
iny thing to them respecting the gospel, which was more 
)ToperIy the business of the teachers of religion, he nev- 
srtheless congratulated the meeting upon the pleasing 
change which iiad taken place in the state of feeling 
E>etweeii the Kaffers and the colonists within the last ten 
jrears ; and which he attributed principally to our be- 
coming better known to each other through the medium 
of missionaries and traders now resident in Kaffer- 
land.' " 

The general increase of religious knowledge is con- 
siderable, beyond what'might have been expected in the 
time. As observed in a late communication from Mr» 
Bhiewsbury, '' Idolatry was never known among them : 
hence they have no name for idol, nor any conception 
of what is meant by idol-worship ; which circumstance 
renders it exceedingly difficult to translate the second 
commandment into language at all intelligible to them. 
Three names of the Divine Being, Utino^ Umdcdi, and 
Vmpizi, seem to have obtained from time immemorial. 
As it respects the import of the first of these appella- 
tions they appear to have no definite notion whatever ; 
but the signification of the others is quitcf clear. Umdaii 
means ' Former,' from data ' to form or fashion ;' and 
TJmenzi, *• Maker,' from enxa ' to make.' But although 
these words were in their mouth, they were not in their 
hearts ; and it may be questioned whether a single indi- 
vidual could be found who ever thought for one moment 
of the weighty truths which the words, so nigh unto 
them, imported : *■ there were none that did understand 
or seek aSter God.' But now there are many who un- 
derstand that 'in the beginning God made the heavens 
and the earth.' These names for the Deity, long cur- 
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rent among them, have greatly assisted us in teacli«f 
this priAiary truth ; although the proper idea of creation 
it is more difficult to msJce them comprehend. ThiB 
bnmch of knowledge, therefore, is at present almost gen- 
eral among all the most southern tribes ; and further in 
the vicinity of mission stations, God is also known by fail 
name Jehovah ; and some hundreds are acquainted with 
that ' name which is above every name,' Jesus. Tius, 
and the word Christy are thus written in Kaffer, Uyesiu 
Khristus ; and if you inquire idio Jesus Christ is, the 
answer will be, UmhuMi ytetu^ unyana Ka-Tixo ; that is, 
* oar deliverer, tiie Son of God.' Moreover they have 
heard concerning the Holy Ghost, whom they denos- 
inate Umoya, which signifies both spint and wind, — 
primarily the latter, for they have not separate terns 
for these two different ideas. AH that they have \esmod 
eoncemin|^ Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit is new; 
and this gives them an entirely new view of the Deity; 
as well as greatiry enlarged conceptions of his glorioos 
attributes, his perfections, and his gocUiead. Many 
huncbreds now not only believe that there is a God ; bi^ 
that he is wise, holy, just, and good ; and in some this 
iaith is in various degrees influential, especially in those 
who have repented of their sins, and who have been 
b^tiae4 in the name of the Holy Trinity. 

" While, however, the names of God, the Mak^ of 
aM things, were retained in their language, no worship 
of any kind was paid ,to him. Throughout the length 
and breadth of the land, among all these tribes, there 
was no Sabbath. Day and night succeeded each other 
from year to year without the hallowed day of rest 
All da3rs were alike common to them while they hved 
*' D^thout God, and without hope in the world.' But the 
word of God creates a Sabbath wherever it comes ; and 
in this respect it hatii wrought a new thing in the land, 
there being now hundreds worshipping Grod on the 
Lord's day, where, a few years once, none sought hiot 
This cannot but afford ground of holy rejoicing to sU 
who have learned not to ' despise the day of small 
things.' " 

Although cironntcisi<!»n i% practised on all youtks 
when thirteen or fourteen years of age, it is exclusive 
a eivil rite, and not in any way connected with religiott 
An nnctrcumcised son would be incapable of inherttmg 
his father's property. The origin of this nte is, wilh 
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bew oonqtletoly otditMated ; nor cm any Ihinf «zeMd 
tie astoniahmeDt which the KUTere have on«n mani- 
ssted, when heariiig of. the Grat institution of it in the 
ays of Abraham. To this people British benevolenoe 
ad givCH, though not to the extent required, Christian 
unisters; men, to them of astrange language, whoyet 
re enabled, through the medium of interpreters, in many 
ases G;ngiUail7 prepared for (his work by Divine PrOT- 
ience, to teach them to worship God m spirit and in 
ruth ; who direct them to the sacrilicial offering of 
Christ as the sole grouitd pf pardon and acceptaace 
rith Gofi; who insist on the necessity of circumcisiok 
>f heart, as alone morally beneficial under the Christiaa 
lispensation ; who have established among them the 
Christian sacraments of baptiem, and the supper of .Um 
Uird ; and who are providing for another generatitw 
he woW of God in their own tongup, and prepM-ing the 
^ouni ' ...... 

F.>rl( 

* P«. - 

uerogljphic, or written character of any kind. For thf 
origin of these things they are indebted, not to infidelity, 
nor to Csptain Stout's irreUgioiu scheme, but to Cbrts- 
tianity : in which indeed is all our happiness and ^lorr. 

Though destitute of religion, superstition, which u 
too often substituted for it, was, as foregoing jacts abkpr 
dintly show, everywhere met with. On the banks of 
the nver Xakoon, tliere is a tremendous craggy preci- 
pice, called by the Kaffers, Uwa Amaqvira, or the Doctor*a 
Precipice, bee aus« they who were accusedof bewitching 
their neighbourS'by those deceivere, were brought by 
Kahabi to this place ; and, being bound hand and foot, 
were cast over, and, falling from eras to crag, wero 
dashed tq pieces ere they came to <£e botton. For 
many years past, however, no victim has perished on 
QiiB spot ; nor is it likely tt^t any mpf e authorized mur- 
ders win tak£ olace there.' 

Ast »f it 

was d tate. 

Thei^ nth; 

there ' co^ 

tnuy, WM 

fullof IMMt 
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man could discern ; for tho people seemed to be wA' 
out dny law which condemned vicrous propensities, or 
any fear of the righteous indignation of God. That tfaey 
were not absolutely without law, is evident fromtte 
circumstance of their having had for all generatioiB 
words which denote moral delinquency, as izono^ sm; 
iimom, sinner ; okungalungileyo, unrighteousness ; and 
isiqilif transgression ; besides particular words for par- 
ticular offences, as theft, lying, whoredom, &c. Bat 
^^ough they had the universal law of nature from God 
himself, still the veil was on their hearts, and, througii 
the love of sin, th^ir eyes were blinded that they could 
not discern it. ' Sin abounded to such an alarming ex- 
tent, that they appeared to be without law ; and unless 
grace had much more abounded, sending unto them the 
ffOSpel, none would haVie been "redeemed from his 
'iniquity ,*' or ** turned frotn darkness to light,' and from 
the power of Satan unto trod.'* But by the word of 
•ahration, this change has been effected ; and there ve 
now KjB^ers to be found who may be truly denominated 
moral men ; men whose altered state is forcibly por- 
trayed in the following beautiful stanzas Composed on 
the conversion of^alate Afncan chief, b}r the Rev. Wil- 
liam Swan), " obedience to the faith" being manifest io 
t)id- truth, honesty, industry, and genei^l integrity of 
&eir lives. 

# 

There was a man whose veir nanie once shed 
' The dews of death On every neart around; 
With nightly draughts of reeking blood he fed 
His glutton idol Morobs. His soul found 
Its solaee in the wild distracted sound 
I Of parents shrieking foriheir chiklren slain. 

Of children wailing when the moisten'd groond 
The blood of parents did with crimson stain ; 
. ^ Destruction his aelight, his pastime to give pain. 

But how be cultivates his peaceful val6 ! 
Around him youHh and kge in safety deep, 
And hail him^with a smile ! This is no tale 
Drawta from the records monkish-^caft did keep ; 
^ For tvras but yesterday the jesty deep 

^ Oouvey'd the news thii^ Africaner, now 
Another man, doth pray, and love, and weep ! 
His heart is tamed, a telmsitft oil his brow, 

"ne Uon is a lainb ! ^Go, skeptic, ask him, how T 

He heard the tidiQ« mercy sent from hetTwi; 
He heart, and, m^ted by the Saviour's love, , 
Cried, ** May a murderer be yet forgivea T 
Save me, OJesua, lave!** vniile, like a doiv» 
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D^Kending on tbe prostrate from above, 
The Spirit came : contrition's waters flow ; 
He re&dsthe page of trut^ ; his fears remoTe ; 
His faith and love with fairest blossoms blow, 
Repentance bears her fruits, and bends her branches low« 

So much then for the interior; and we shall now 
^n turn to 'the settlement in it^ borders, the point 
whence we first started. Having occasion to tarry sev- 
ral weeks in Albany, just before our embarkation for 
Inglond, I endeavoured to ascertain its resd state and 
respects ;• and was glad to find, th^t, after a lapse of 
early eleven years* from the time of its establishment, 
1^ most substantia signs of growing improvement were 
very where apparent. Msuiy^f its mhabitants have not 
nly established themselves comfortably and respectar 
ly, but attained a degree of opulence at Which they 
ever could have expected to arrive, had they continued 
1 Europe, where they must, of course, have shared in 
he privations of the middle and lower classes of a re- 
undent population. • 

The general aspect of the district is gjreatly diversi- 
ied by gentle imdulations, by precipitous woody ravines 
>r klopfs, by stupendous ports, or passes through, the 
nountains, and by numerous- clumps of elegant ever- 
freeiis ; while the whole face of the.coiintry, especially 
ifter rain,' is,^ with some little exception, beautifully 
(domed by a covering of verdant pasturage. The sys- 
«m adopted by government of locating the settlers 'in 
)arties o^ieif and more families .together, has given rise 
numerous little villages, or hamlets, which greatly 
embellish it. Graham^s town how consists of between 
^ve and six hundred houses, including three respectiAle 
taverns, and two .breweries, recently establishied. The 
peater part are built either of brick or stone* The^ 
main streets run from east to west, and are crossed bf' 
others at right angles ; and, although the maimer la 
which some of the buildings ar^ disposed is somewhat 
irregular, the little gardens and orchards ^at are everjr- 
where 'dispersed among them, together with the peca- 

* In this the author .was ^e^tljr assisted by the kindness of Mr. R. 
Godlonton, a gentleman in Granam's T8wn, who is not onlywwl 
acquainted with every part of the district, bat Who, from his om^ 
"Ration under ^oveinment, coiiimtn^ « thovoogh knowkdgt bott 
*^fiHitif§ * w^ csptbiMtiM* 
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lia^ character of the surromMiiig hilLs, render the 
iTcet/ both pleasii^ff and romantic. 

,It is here that me chief branch of the Kowie bis its i 
source ; and, flowing directly through the town, it afiordB 
a tolerable supply of excellent water in all seasons. Tie 
principal public buildings erected by gO¥ermiient are, 
the church, the jail, and a gOTemment-hou^e. Tk 
latter, situate at the 'head of the town^ was original 
designed as a residence for the chief magistrate; bi^ 
excepting its occasional use as a court-house, it his 
remained almost wholly unoccupied, a monument. oelf 
of extravagant and shameful waste of public moneya. 
Right in front of this, and at the distance of two or three 
hundred papes, stands the prison ; which although i 
large quadran^ar pile of buildings, containing tweaty- 
iSeven separate apartments or eells, besides six yards, 
is in a great measure hid from view by the lowness of 
its situation. The church, named St. George^ is 
erected in the centre^ of the principal 3treet, and.in Uie 
modern Gothic style, with pointed arches and piimades, 
and with a covering of zinc upon its roof. : In the inte- 
rior there is a plain n^arble monument erected to ^ 
memory of lieutehanVcolonel Graham, who was highly 
respected in the colony, and vrfaose name is perpetnatea 
in that of the town itself. , Thiis, however, consists sim- 
ply of 4 square block of very inferior marble, placed on 
a pedestal of masonry* with th^ prolSle in bas-rehef of 
the gallant colonel in front ; and ddes ats little credit to 
its workman, as, the selection of its situatioA (between 
the pulpit and reading-desk, fronting the commumon- 
table) does to the taste ai^d judgment of tliose who 
erected it. . « 

There-are. upwards of two thousai^l souls in the town; 
and the entire popijdaticm of the district, embracing an 
area of about 2,408 square miles, amounts ooty te m 
thousand thfee hundred and ninete^i. Of ^hese, one 
thousand six hundred and ninety-three are blacks or^ 
persons of colour |. and* one hundred and twenty-eix 
■laves, the property 9f old Dutch colonists. . Four wm- 
sand two hundred and ei^hty*nine of its inhabitants are 
occupied, chiefly^ in grazing, and agnci4tiyral' pursuits; 
eight hundred in divers manufactures ; ana twelve bun- 
.dred tfnd thirty in different' branches.of commerce. 

A civil commissionei^, resident magistrate^ aaddeik 
of the peace constitute the principal local autboritiei; 
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^ot whcmi T oti di D ia the towa. And bemdes theoe 
ere are two justices of the peace in commissioii al 
e other extremity of ^e settlement; one of whom 
es at Bathurst, and i^eires a stipend of 100/. per 
mom.* Since the introdnction of an impiroyed system 

jinispnidence, ijk» oiBoe of chief magistrate has been 
led bv men possessing a practical knowledge of British 
w; their jurisdiction, however, is in civU cases limited 
• matters of dilute not exceeding 1,0/. sterling ; and 
leir^ sentences m those of a criniinslt nature, to one 
ilendar month's imprisomAent. 
Albany being jregularl^ yisited eveiy fonr months by 
ae or other of tlM puisne judges from Cape Town, a^ 
ial by jury baring also been introduced, all are now 
ble to rejoiee in pririleges truly British. The charac- 
nr of this boon is here rendered tenfold* intearestingy 
lasmuch as it constitutes a ^eld to the aborigines, nSo 
3 Hottentots, Bushmen, ^d staves, &c., who are every- 
fhere foand scattered about, eyen to the remotest parts 
»f the colony. Upon this very important improvement 
a the administratipn of justice, wtudh commenced with 
;he estjablishment of- an entirely new court, in January, 
1828, 1 cannot but dwell with pecqliar delight ; and shsdl 
bere give the particulars ef two or three cases which 
have come under my own eye, and which may serve to 
exhibit the enlightened principles now in. active opera- 
tion. 

Enough has surely been said in proof of the unrigh- 
teous conduct of colonists in former years, towards the 
defenceless native; and of the. inveterate spirit with 
which he has long had to .contend. His colour, his 

• * ' * 

* A settler of the name of H. went one day (no great while after 
locating) to Capt. T., then acting ftia^rate at bathurst, to have some 
advice about his land : after ootainuijg the in/br(nation wanted, he 
a^ptly exclaimed, <.' I do not know u it i^ worth while to bother 
myself about the land, as most likely I shall not be permitted to hold 
iM" " Not hold it," exclaimed the captain : " wliy not, Mr. H.?" 
" Why, sir, in the. government circular with which we were furni^ed 
m England, there are 6ome reservations^ paentioned." ** Resenra- 
^Qs, Mr. H. !" said the captaiii, with an air of curiosity : *' what 
reservations ?** " Why, such as mines or precious stones, sir.'* " What, 
"^▼e you any such thingi on your location ?V " Yes, dr, I have." 
''Take a chair,'! said the captain, now all politeness ''and sit down, 
^•H. What. kind of psecious stones are they?" *** Frfemif ^g 
mm, air," jaid the wag, and retired. 



btbita, and even his pkca of lialntatiQii, haye a& 
used as grounds of argument to prove that he bdongid 
DOt to the human family, so mucl^ as to th6 more saga- 
cious tnbes of the quadruped race. To see hun, thei«- 
£9re, called in evidence against his oppr^s8or8, or Hie 
latter made to (ee^ the utmost rigour of the law for 
wantonly takiiigiiis Ufe, cannot but constrain every lov«r 
of humanity to rejoice in the change already effected 
Scenes of this )dnd are now frequently witnessed; aod 
ik% white of every erade in society is, from the bench, 
exphcitly informed that with blood only can he atone (or 
the crime of maUciously sheddii^ the blood even of a 
Bushman. Thi^, to many, is quit.e a new doctrii^, aod 
one wluch makes the ignorant ^omade, and slave-oriver, 
look about l^e men just awake* out of sieep. . 

On the 2dd of May, 1838, the .^mersetf sessions 
were opened, fbi: the nrst time, by aa English jirage, BIr. 
Justice Burton ; and one of tlie first cas^ was that 
of a Dutch' farmer, whQ stood charged with having shol, 
or otherwise murdered, one of the natives. After 
summing up tiie evidence, his lordship turned to the 

* This place is nearly one hundred miles from. Graham's Towb, 
and constitutes the capital of a distinct district, embracing an ares of 
about 17,000 square miles, taken from Albany and Graff Reiaett m 
1825. Its sile--on which the celebrated Swedish iraveller Dr. 9pan- 
man resided for a short time, in 1776, and which aptpears to have coO' 
stituted the extent ef his eiploratory tour in Jlfrica, as also of that 
of Vaillant— was originally a cftock-farm, established by goTMnment 
for the more certain supply of grain and cattle for the troops staUooed 
on the frontier. This establishment was abolished ^oon after its 
affiiirs had been investi^fated by the commis^onerd.of inquiry ; and 
the present village, consisting of about sixty houses anda Wesleyaa- 
Methodist chapel, — the first place of worship ever, erected in that 
part ol South Africa,— formed in its stead. The l^uUdings are 
erected along the base of Bush Berg, which here rises to an eleva- 
tion of nearly 3000 feet, presenting a bold and most majestic ftaoL 
At irregular distances there are narrow necks of land that slope 
gradually off to thp base, fmd, like so maiiy prodigious buttiesieai 
appear to support the huge mass.. In the intervals between these 
several projections there are stupendous precipices, hanging wood^ 
and deep cataracts^ whibb ^render the scenery romantic and picto- 
resque. When he^vy^rains swell the numerous streanilets frona above, 
the yiew-becQ^ies exceedinsly grand. Unlike the tisuallystenl and 
sun-burnt appearance of African mountains, the whole race of thK 
excepting the craggy parts, is generally covered with a lively ▼erdme* 
afforaing excellent pasture for horses and horned cattle ; herds of 
w^ich are sometimes seeh climbing arid feeding on the highest ad 
most dangerous points. The difference between the climMe ea i» 
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aarVy^-^onsifiUiiff almost whoHyoflK>on,---«ay^ "Yon 
riu~v)>lea86 to bear in mind, that he who wantonly 
r meuiciouBly killeth a Bushman, who is a rational -being 
1 common with ourselves, is as culpable ih Uie eye oi 
ke law as the man that mitrdereth a member of civilized 
tociety . And where the evidence is sufficiently strong 
o bear out and stAtstantiatei the charge in question^ I 
ihonld'feei boimd to declare the murderer of a Bushman* 
^ilty, and worthy of death, just tne same as if my own 
brother were the petsoo upon whom the horrid deed had 
le^n committed ; for the law makes no distinction on 
iccount of a man% habits and situation in society; buty 
)eing governed in all cases of this mature by the sacred. 
taw of Grod,it requires that 'whosoever sheddeth man's 
tdood, 'by. man also shall hisr blood be shed.' " 

Somewhat mor^ than a year afterward two boors ly^ere 
brought to the^bar to receive^judgm^nt, in company with 
several Hottentots, having be^n fully convicted of var 
rioos petty thefts. Previously to pissing sentence, the 
judge very feelingly-observed, that it .was grievous to 
find men of that class .in the criminal list ; seeing that 
their situation In life afforded them opportunities for ob- 
taining superior knowledge, — ^knowledge which ought to 

rammit, «i]td that at the foot of the mountain, is astonishingly great. 
The la(ler situation is well adapted to the* production or tropical 
truita ; and in the former the -gooseberry-bush thrives remarkably 
well. This is the only spot ih Southern Africa on which I have seen 
or heard of this little EuropeanHree btfing rendered at all fruitful It 
must, however, be observed, that the miit is neither so large, so 
abundant, nor po excellent as in England. The Somerset district it 
bounded on the south by an imaginary line drawn from Sunday's River 
Point to thejunction of the Soso with the Koonap ; on the coast, b^ 
the Koonap River and Winterberg, which separates it fiTom the Bush- 
man's country, aiid from thende to theZwaart Rae and Stoimberg 
. nvers : on the north by the Orange River ; and on the west by the Sun- 
day's River, JLiittleReit River, Flat River, and Brandt Spruit. Rs 
|reatest lengtbis two hundred mil^, and its mean breadth eighty-five, 
its entire population being only 10^161 (6,253 whites, 2;515 free persons 
of colour, and l|3d3 slaves), there is but one and three-fifths to each 
square mile. In the northern partq of the district there are several hot 
and cold springs, which «re supposed to be strongly impregnated with 
^Iphuretted hydrogen gas, unfted with lime. Some of these springs 
are held in high repute by valetudinarians, as possessing great efficacy 
in the cure of many <;hronic diseases. . It 'has been asserted, bir i^ 
highly respectable writer on the Cape^ that canine madness and hy- 
drophobia form no part of the diseases indigenoti« to Southern Africa ; 
the author, however, had here an opportunity of witnessing a moat 
decided case of* this kind |n October, 1827 ; and many others, e<p]|dly 
diffefiil, hate taken plac^ ih difbrent parts of the c(^ny. ; 
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bsre had its u^qenee ia keoNiig^ thiMa ttar^ the leivl 
of Jboae whom they regarded as beiag so much infen 
to tMri^ertves, but .with whom they now stood associ- 
lilted. ^*' Hotrever your oomplexion mav differ," said \m 
lordriup, ^(rom that of your felioiHpriilo/iers, yom 
crimes have rendered yo« eqnsdly culpable; and^ as it 
regards the punishment due to sudi crimee, whetlm 
oommitted by the most intelligent .and. exalted member 
of society, (nt by the rudest Hottentot, the law makes no 
difference ; neither can I make any.'' Hence ihey wtie 
both sentenced to twelve months' imprisonOMmt ani 
hard labour ; which also constituted the penalty of sev- 
eral of theii" swarthy companions. 

Having occasion to visit Crraaf-Reinet,. one ci ths 
oldest and best-regulated toivns in ^ the colony, in the 
month of June, 18d0f I accompanied my kind friend, tiie 
Rev. A. M.9 to the court-house, where the foUow&ig ex- 
traordinafy case was then pending befoi^ Mr. Justice 
Kekewich and a mixed jury, partly Enghsh and partly 
Dutch; In the course of tlie trial it a{^ared that Ifyn- 
heer C.,' of Sneeiiwberg, had, for some y^ears, beeo 
greatly afflicted with the gout ; and after tiying^ variow 
means to little or- no nurpose, he called in the sud of one 
Dampies, a celehrateil Hottentot ma^cian. This fel- 
low, when examined respecting the charges preferred 
against him, very ffrzvely. informed the magistrate tlmt 
he obtained superior skill, in all matters of tlus kind, 
directly^ Arom heaven; and that the disease in ques- 
tion was to be ascribed entirely to the talismanic opera- 
tions of one Cupido, an old slave, who, in order to under- 
mine his master's constitution, had actually undermined 
his door-threshold, and there deposited certain locks of 
curly hair, tocher with a number of finger-nail parings! 
Thus accused, poor Cupido had been forcibly dragged 
into the patient^s sitting-room, and there put through the 
following fiery ordeal :««A quantit3r of hair was first 
plucked from his head, and stuffed into certain reeds, 
which, together with several others, he was*required to 
hold in his .hand. To these Dampies set fire, saying, 
•• Now you ¥rill see that the reeds m which his lb-am is, 
witt grow longer, instead of burning shorter !" This, 
however, did not pjove to be the case ; for ^hey soon 
burned down to the hand, insomuch that, he was under 
the necessity of throwing them away. A 1>roomstidc 
was then placed in the nuddle of the ttoort and a crooi 
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nade i^eith chalk, within which a quantity of hrimstone 
Old bollard was set on fire : over this the poor slave^ 
ilmost naked, was compelled to jump backwards and for- 
wards three times, which he accompU^ied without fall- 
ng, contrary to the prediction of the master of the cere- 
nony . The same trick was repeated in another part of 
^he room, but with no other effect; upon which Dampies 
angrily exclaiiped, *^ You jackal, I'll make you confess 
that you have bewitched your master :" so sa3dng, he 
placed him on a footstool, hound his hands ^nd arms with 
wet thongs, and kept the brimstone burning before, him 
imtil his breast and other parts were sever^y scorched. 
Not satisfied with this, he ^besmeared his head with fat 
and brandy, ignited the hair, and, at the same time, held 
a lighted candle to the back of the sufferer ; wlu>,'neTer- 
theless, uniformly persisted in declaring that he' had 
never so much as thought of ii^uring his master; and, in 
proof of the complaint not originating with him, he again 
and again entreated them to remember that the latter 
was labouring under it long- before he ever came into 
his service. He was next, however, held up by the 
heels, and in this position underwent a most unmerciful 
flagellation, w^ch a^^ars to have left him almost dead. 
His sufferings being now extreme, he a.t length yiielded 
to the solicitations of his tormentor ; and, as he stated 
to the court, with the view of getting rid of him, said 
that he had caused the illness of Myidieer C. Upon 
which, search was immediately made under the thresh- 
old for the potent nail-parings ; Uit in vain, for iiothing' 
of the kind could be found ! 

'jnie prisoner, being fully convicted of the cruel^ 
alleged against him, was condemned to receive, on his 
bare back, forty-five lashes with a cat-o'nine-tatls, in th& 
pcAMc market-place, and to be confined to hard labour 
fot the space of two years. Why the slave-owner him* 
self was not c^ed to an acconnt, seeing thai the whole 
of these'^dii^Hcal proceedings went on, not only nodei 
his express authority, but in hii| presence also, is ex- 
tremely difficult to conceive ; and the more so as the 
late slave-guardian of the eastern movinee was, of 
I course, present during the whole of tne trial. 

We snail n^xt proceed to notice the ajBpricultnral in- 
terest of the settlement. And, as before intimated, th€l 
' efforts of the settlers to raise wheat have been equally 

Q3 



•70 CAFFRARIAH RB8EARCHB8« 

vnceasing and unsCiccessM.* {Notwithstanding evn 
precaution, every successive crop has been either wbot^ 
or partially destroyed by rust ; so that the quantity now 
sown is comparatively^ small, and chiefly in the way of 
experiment on different kinds of seed. Eleven yean* 
experience seems to prove that Indian com, or maize, 
must be regarded as the staple bread-corn of the district 
The value of this grain, which is sufficiently strong 
effectually to resist the deleterious effects of the disease 
above mentioned, is incalculable. It makes very sweet 
and wholesome bread, find is said to be superior to almost 
every other kind of grain for feeding farjn-yard'jstock. 

*^ The climate of Albany is tejnperate and salubrious, 
and may be pronounced highly congenial to a European 
constitution, as well as emmently restorative to such a& 
have been impaired by the enervafting effects of a trop- 
ical sun. yhe cold is n^^er veryseyere; the therraom- 
eter, in the depth of winter, being seldon^ below the 
freezing point, while* the heat of summer 4s i^ely op- 
pressive. No tropical fruits here attain perfection. The 
orange does not ripen until the winter is far advanced, 
and never attains that degree of ci^cellence it is found 
to possess in warmer climates. Bananas and similar 
fhiits never reach maturity. Th6 peach, apricot, apple, 
pear, quince, pomegranate, almond*, walnut, and several 
others of a like description, grow with great rapidity, 
and produce abundantly. Whether the cUmaite be per- 
fectly congenial t^ the growth of the vine, has not yet 
been fully ascertained. Several vineyards have been 
planted, which, during, the year 1830, produced a con- 
siderable return of fine fruit; but, in general, the north 
and west winds which prevail in the summer months 
have been found highly detrimental to the vine, and de- 
structive of the grape. A small quantity of wine has 
been made : and in one instance, on a farm situated on 
the western border of the- district, the sample produced 
ijras considered of very superior quality."t Flax, hemp, 
cotton, rhubarb, and many other exotic and indigenous 
plants might, there is reason to believe, be successfully 
cultivated as articles fbr exportation, and by due atten- 

^ * The two last seasons have been remarkably favourable, and the 
Cirops so abundant, that the supply of grain greatly exceeds tbeil^ 
inand.— Vide Graham*$ Town jUmo/, IprO, 1833. 
t South Afiictti Ahfnanaci 1831. 
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ion vrould, doubtleM, tetura amide remupertiioB for tha 

nbour of production. 
" Although Et considerable portion of the district is 

:0Tered with wood, it does not Tunush useful timber of 

uny great variety, or of any considerable quantity. The 

^el-hout (_laxuielongalut), OT yellow- wood, attains con- 
siderable growth, and is used for all the purposes of 
house -building; it is, however, greatly affected by at- 
moaptieric variations, aud by no meaoia durable. Albany 
does not present a very wide field foi geological research. 
Fosslis or minerals of any scarcity or celebrity have 
never been found ; nor aje there' within its ptecincts any 
mountains or hills at all extraordinary, eitner in forma- 
tion or elevation. Indications of iron oie itiay be seen 
in every direction ; but it is doubffol whether the Quan- 
tity of ore to be founi^ in any one pLape would pay for 
collecting it. Manganese is also frequently met with. 

. Limestone, likewise, is foond in abundance near the 
sea-coast. Theprincjpat quarries that have been worked 
are situiltsd between BathUrst and the Gteat Figh River ; 

: but the e[uantity prepared for sale is, at present, much 
loss than formerly, Stone for building purposes is 
found in every part of the district ; and numerous quar- 

. ries have been opened, — particularly in the neighboui^ 
hood of Bathuret,— of an indurated limestone, resem- 

'. Ming freestone, of a whitish yellow colour. It is easily 

i worked when lirst quarried, and is readily cut into square 

: blocks for building, but harieos on being expose4 to the 

, atmosphere." 

;: The extreme 
the utter imp 
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: This, however 
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f hiTe thereby i 
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means Europi 
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ciple of action. HaTing o& seRTeral oceaaooB tmn 
•truck with the manifest superiority of many of the 
iiurm-houses erected within the last six or ^yen yean, 
I have again and again been led to ask, who built then; 
when the reply has generally been, " Mr- — rr* or Mr. 
— , eeh Englesche seHltaary 

Mynheer K., who occiilpies a ^f>acious- nook in the 
mountains not far from Graaf Reinet, infornied me, tbt 
he kept one of the emigrants, a carpenter, constaottjr 
employed'; and, lea^iLng me into his wagon-shed, showed 
me the wood- work he was preparing for an excellent 
new house then in progressr. The improvements whick 
have been made by this industrious old gentleman, who 
is quite an example to his countrymen, £Eur exceed the 
expectations of the visiter on entering. ins glen. It is 
much to be regretted, that his' praiseworthy efforts hsfe 
not tended to arouse his lethargic and nbjnadish nei|^ 
hours, many of -whom content themselves with a mis- 
erabl<& dwelling of reeds and mud ; in front of which we 
usually find immense piles of sheep or cattle-dung sof- 
rounded with bones innumerable. After leaving the 
stony roads over which we had travelled, and passing 
through an aloe forest, indicative in g^nend of barrea- 
ness and sterility; I was agireeablj surprised by the ap- 
pearance of several good brick buildings forming a line 
teurge souare ; gardens and vineyards skilfully kid out 
and well enclosed ; extensive plots of coni4aiMl beviiif 
evident marks of persevering tml ;' substaatial qfoinoe 
hedges, six or eight feet high, planted on each a^ oC 
the various entrances to the yard ; and a good, thoogh 
somewhat aMique, farm-house, with a beautiful grofe 
of orange-trees in front. These form a deUghtf^ le- 
treat during the heat of thd day ; andHhe freshness of 
their ever-green foHage is in pleasing x:ontfa^ with the 
brown rocky peaks and sun-burnt hills which almost ei- 
compass the estate. Although several wagons had but 
just before been loaded from them, every trto was atiU 
richly laded with fruit. 

-Having entered the rural and hon^hr iBaiiaion,B9 
admiration of its exteriot was heightened by indubitable 
evidences of piety in its owner; vHiese nuumers and 
koftpitality were quite of patriarchal diameter. TV 
comibrt and instruction of his numerous train of heatttf 
domestics were evidently objects to which he had kMf 
devoted considerable ^ttentieik A commodious and «■- 
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ensiye range of l^iilkliiigs was entnely ap|npo|ifiat6d to 
Iieir use ; and, with the jiew of f)reyenting stdfe or 
contention, each of his male servants (hond as well as 
ree) was prorided with a separate apartment. One of 
lis oldest slaves, who was also stewiund to his honsehold,^ 
lad, a few months prior to. my visit, been baptized and 
>ublicly admitted as a member of the Dutch Reformed 
[Thurch. All in his employ were taught to read byr a 
>erson whom he had hited for the purpose : divine ser- 
vice a6o was held among them every Sabbath-day, sum! 
^nce- or twice in the week besides. At his request I 
pre^Lched to them in* his large haQ after sunset; when» 
[ike the rest of the family, the saUe part of my .cDn^re<- 
g^ion were all decently attired, and seated upon chairSt 
— a circumstance that rarely occurs in a boor^s hottse, 
the zwarie goederen (^ black goods^^ as, they are fre- 
quently termed) being generally required to sit on the 
floor. The old policy ef the country, which *was to 
keep the pagan part of its peculation in a >tate of 
perpetual degradation, is now happily yielding to ths 
gro^^ing influence of Christian ptulanthropy^ 

On accompanying our ho^ giver his ground!, he very 
earnestly directed my attention -to the visible traces of 
a dreadful act committed by thb Kaffers many years ag^o.. 
The herds of his deceased^ father, who was the. original 
proprietor of the estate, having 6n one occasion becosie 
the object of savage ««ipidity, a predatory bandof ns^iyes 
suddenly potmoed upon, and ^ve off» the greater part 
of^hem. Tii^ then set fire to his rustic dwelling, ani 
burnt it to the groimd. Tlie ruins tmly remain to show 
where it stood, i hereupon informed him of the .extent 
to which the gospel had already spread among the dif- 
ferent hordes that had beenthe terror of former days; 
whicii induced a significant shrug, and a very {dain inti^ 
ma^ion, that he cirald scarcely beheve it pcMsible for 
Christianily to msdte mttch pEOgress amcmg such ** black 
baibarians.^' 

A gentle ride of four or five honrs from his faip 
brou^t ns to Graaf Reinet, one of the c^eat towns m 
the colony ; where a considerable number of the emi- 
mnts have settled. This place lies ina kind of basie 
formed by natmre, with barren hills all round ; the climate 
is consequently oppressively hot in suraner, though oft- 
times intensely cold in winter. There are abottt* three 
fauDdredhonseOylmfltpmcipaUf '^^ '^ — ^i--i -- 
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almosl wholly to the Datch. The streets are wide, al 
laid out at right angles, with rows of lemon-trees plantei 
aU along each sider Tl^ supply of ¥^ter deriv^ iram 
the Sumlay's Rirer, is so alMindant, that the ripplhr 
streams, which delight both eye and ear in a p^M 
land like tMs, are seen running off in every direction tft 
the remotest parts of the town. There is scarcely a 
house throughout the vale that has not an orchard or 
vineyard attached to it; and each richly enjoys the 
means of irrigation: so Uiat, when viewed from .Uie 
adjacent heights, the whole i^lace appears to be one 
complete garden. Besides an exeelleat new church, 
capable of holding nearly two thousand souls, there is a 
chapel also, in wluch the heathen are statedly assembled 
both on Sabbath and week days to receive Christian in- 
struction ; and in which, two or three days in the we^ 
they are taught to read and write ajso. A large school- 
house likewise has been built, and a schoolmaster 
provided by government : the Lancasterian S3rstem of 
teaching is adopted, and the English language most 
successfully introduced. 

The year (1828) having been ushered in by immense 
swarms of locusts, which literally darkened ^e heavens 
for several days, every part of the country round about 
this place was in a truly def)lorable state. It is utterly 
impossible for any one who has not been an eyewitness 
of those flying armies, to form an adequate idea, either 
of theit numbers or ^^tnictiveness. When on the 
wing, they appear like a black cloud at a distance ; but 
when they arrive^ the density of their host --intercepts 
the solar rays, occasioning an awful gloom like that of 
an eclipse, and causes a noise like the rushing of a 
torrent. One single flight not unfrequently covers tiie 
face of the count^ for many miles every way. Here, 
it a{^ars, they were so thickly spread on the' ground 
throughout every street, that it was with the utmost 
difficulty the inhabitants kept them out of their houses. 
^)The water conduits were filled ; and the putrid effluvia 
arising from the heaps of dead ones became so offensive 
as to excite alarming apprehensions. The river itself 
was contaminated to such a degree that the waten 
«tunk ; and^ pestiltoce was feared as the consequence. 
Having devoured every green thing of herbage and 
▼egets%le kind, excepting peas and French beans, those 
Toracious iniects next Ml ugi9ii the treea; the hcaliichai 
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>CTrhlcb were actually weighed down with tiiem; Eyeiy 
one ^ras attacked, and the chief pC the vineyards 
iestroyed« The manner in which they effected this 
nraS' remarkable. Not a grape was eaten; but the 
thread by which the bunch hung suspended from the 
branch, was bitten off close to the stem ; consequently 
;he fruit fell to the ground ; and being unripe it was in a 
grreat measure Useless. Many of these little creatures, 
when separ^t^ly viewed, are extremely curious, and 
very pleasing. !3ut when considered collectively, as 
destroyers of a country, the sound of theiQ is really 
awful. Desolation and famine mark their progress : au 
the ei^pectations of the husbandman*vanisn; his fields, 
which the rising son beheld .covered with luxuriance, are, 
before evening, a desert ; for wherever they alight, not a 
leaf is left upon the trees, a blade of grass in the pasture, 
nor an ear of com in the field. 

Providence, however, rarely permits a bane, without 
also affording us an antidote. "' We are happy," says 
the editor of the Graham^s Town Journal (February, 
1B82), "' in being able to announce that the locust-bird 
has at last visited this district in such numbets^ that 
ttiere is every prospect of a deliverance fron) the locusts 
now in their larval state. Mr. D., residing at the Kaha, 
staties, that a few days ago on his way to town his atten- 
tion was attracted by the singular appeaCrance of one 
quarter of the sky, which af^ared dartLened, though ho 
clouds were to be seen: the appearance was soon ex- 
plained by the arrival of myriads of locust-birds, who 
fell voraciously upon the young locusts, without so much 
as noticing Mr. D's. wagon, although it passed, through 
the midst of them."* 

The bird here alluded to seems to be a species of 
thrush, migratory in its habits,. and only met with m 
places frequented by the migratory locust. The head, 
breast, and back, are of a pale, cinereous colour : the 
abdomen and rump white; wings and tail blacky the 
latter short, and a little forked. From the angle of the 
mouth, a naked atea of sulphureous yellow extends 

* QttHe also are notunfrequently ^cmnd eating theloeuitt with 
avidity ; and, the poor Bushmen too, together with other scattered 
Vocdes of Ijhe desert, often gather, and lay up a kind of winter store 
of them. Having taken off the legs and wing[8, they first roast, and 
ifterward reduce the bodiei to dust ; with which their bags are then 
filled, hke thoae of the £MmOMr witktoir. 
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under the eye, and a little beyond it ; fund thete are tie 
naked black striae under the throat. The specific miie 
id gryllworous may With propriety be given to it, aB its 
wl^ole food aeems to consist of the larvae o£ this insect, 
at least where they are to be obtained. The numlMt 
of the gryUwori are not less astoni^Hng than those ol 
the locusts. Their nests, which at a distance appear to 
be of great magmtude, ar,e found on examination lo cot 
sist of a number of cells, each of which is a separate 
nest, with a tube leading into it through the side. Of 
such cells, each nest contains of from six to twenty; 
and one general roof of interwoven twigs covers tk9 
whole, like that made by the magpie. Their eggs art 
of a bluish white, spotted here and there vnth smafi 
faint reddish specks, and seldom exceeding hvt oral 
in a nest.* 

The frequent visits of the above-mentioned iasecl, 
together with the extreme variableness of the sei^oDS, 
renders the prospects of the agriculturist exceediniJy 
precarious; while the quantum of land granted to ihe 
respective emigrants was in general far too smafl to 
afford constant pasturage fo» such a number of cattle s 
are indispensably requisite for the comforlSBible maint^ 
nance of a family. Those who have the naeans of com- 
bhiing gra^g with agriculture, however, will douWI^ 
^ judicious raai^agement, at all times secure a cmM^ 
due subsistence with ordinary labour, and without mack 
outlay of ca{Mtal. While hides, horns, and taUow nwm- 
tain their present prices, the occupation ofagra^ 
indeed will be found far f^otti unprofitable. Conviacei 
of this, considerable attention has been paid to the a^ 
quisition of stock throughout the settlement, as w 
aiq>ear from the following table, which exhibits thetatii 
of floeks and h^^ in tire district at the close of 1831; 
namely, — 

« 

Horses, ----.*-*-- 1,8W 

Homed Cattle, - - 29a75 

€ape-Sheep, -.-.---. 78,000 

Spanishdo. .-....--. lO,000 

Goats,'- t^ ..-...--,-. 16,000 

Certaui parts of Albany are altogether unsnitaUo iv 

* B«iiow*ii TTMvili, ?«i L p. siai 



oBATtiE wtm 997 

leep fanainf . This may be «Mr9iiiM to the midjr 
■btare of the soil, the great temidity of the sea-air, in 
to vicinity oi the coak, together wi^ the rank and 
txnriant quality of the grasies: in ooosequence of 
rkich sheep do not thnve, but are liaUe to many di»« 
Bsen seldom prevalrat in drier intuations. A con* 
iderabte portion of the distheti howeyer, being well 
dapted to sheep-husbandry, great hopes are eirtortained 
hat, in t)ie course of a few years, wool will beeome its 
taple export. From experiments already made, bf 
Repeatedly crossing the native sheep with pore merino 
^ms, \rool of exceUent quality has been produced, and 
he proprietors are beginning to-rcfalize thrfruit of their 
audable perseverance. Onefarmer alone estimates the 
ralue of thh next shearing from a.flock of 4,600 she^ 
ftt no less a sum than -636/. sterling, calculating at a 
price actually offered. > > . 

The number of fine-woolled sheep in Albany cannot 
be estimated greatly to exceed 10,000 ; and from many 
of ^ese^ the fleeces are not sufficiently pure to be worth 
exporting. From the return of stock it will be seen, 
that the total amount of sheep in the district is some- 
what under 90^006 ; of which the flock above alluded to 
is only a fraction over the twentieth part ; hence it 
follows, that had wooUed sheep been bred instead 
of native, ^md hkd equal attention been paid to the 
subject, the value of the wool produced would have 
amounted to the large sum of 12,500/. The fact, that 
Albany alone is topable of maintaining 300,000 sheep, 
shows the paramount importance of t&a subject with 
reference to the colony at large ; and every well- wisher 
to its prosperity will endeavour to explode that mis- 
taken prejudice,, productive of a most baneful inactivity, 
which induces many of its farmers to prefer retaining 
the Ikrge-tailed and hairy Cape dheep to those of Europe. 

" The manufactures of the settlement are at present 
inconsiderable, and do not ftimish of any commodity a 
surplus beyotld the consumption of the inhabitants. ' As 
already remaned, artisans of almost every description 
have established themselves in various parts of the dis- 
trict; and at Bathurst, two West-of^ngtond clothiers 
have suecessflilly commenced the manufacture of blank-^ 
ets and kersey from the wool of the country. Hata,. 
light but durable, are also made at Graham's Town from 
the siBone n^eriaL 
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" Undertakings of this kind, and indeed the inhitt- 
tants in general, tebour under very serious disabilitna 
Irom the want of stifllcitot assistaDce : servants of di 
descriptions are obtained with difficulty ; and when en- 
gaged, «re seldom retained in service for any length oC 
time. The industrious and steady very soon acfpae 
tiie means of commencing on their oWn account ; whfls 
the idle and dissipated cQntrive to follow the bent of 
ttieir inclinations without engaging in any regular ein- 
I^yment. An attempt has recently been made to ea- 
taWish a society for the purpose of' encouraging the 
introduction of working-hands from the United King- 
dom. The subject of emigration has of late engrossed 
much of the attention of the British Parliament ; in tlie 
course of which, however, this colony has been entirdy 
overlooked. This can have arisen from no other caase 
than the strong prejudice excited by various misrepce- 
sentations, describing it as wholly incapable of sfbscnb- 
ing, or of comfortably maintainmg, any coiwideiable 
number of the working classes. It may, however, be 
affirmed, that there is no country where a new settl«f 
on his first arrivsA has less inccmvenience to endure, 
where labour is more In' request, or where, in propor- 
tion to the cheapness of the necessaries of life, Ae 
moderate exercise of industry obtains so high a remu- 
neration. The following will show the average rates 
paid for in Albany : — 

Mechanics . - per diem 6. 0^ Without food 

Labourers (European) do. 3 9 > ^inthos 

Do. (free coloured) do. 0.16)^'^ cioines. 
House-servant (European) 

per month. .- - - - 3 6 W-j^j^ ^ ^ ^ 

Do.,orwagon4inver(free ^ lodffimr* 

coloured) permonth - Of 15 > ^^S^ag^ 

Clothing, being all imported from England or Inctia» 
is somewhat high : but provisions are in general remai^- 
ably low ; mutton seldom exceeding three halfpence, 
aim beef three farthings, per pound. , 

The commercial prospects of Albany have improved 
beyrfnd all expectation ;> and its trade with the Kafftf 
and other native tribes* is annuaUybeeoniing more aiMl 

* South African AhnuiAC» 1832, p.l89» 181k 
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more important. When the emigraata first arrirad, and 
for-a conaiderable time afterwai^, all interoonrse with 
their neig^hbonrs was most strictly prohibited, ** as har* 
ing a direct tendency k> produce disputes sod animosi* 
ties ; and tq give the latter opportunities of acquiring a 
knowledge of the country, and of forming 'dangeirous 
coalitions with the Hottentots."* 

But, as stated in the South Afriea^ Almanac (pub- 
lished by Mr. Grieg, Cape Town), *^ the information pro- 
pagated from time to tiipe by missionaries and intelli- 
gent travellers, relative to the habits and real disposi- 
tion of the tribes, together with the enterprising spirit 
of the new colonists, induced government at length to 
make some relaxations ; and intimately to estabuph a 
market, or fair, for the mutual benefit both of Kaffers 
and colonists. This measure was contemplated, and a 
proclamation issued, by Sir Bufane Shaw Donkin, the 
acting governor, in 1821 ; but it was not until" July^ or 
August 1834, that the trsiffic became fully established. 
The settlers, t^* stmgglinjg under the pressure of a contin- 
ued series of failures in their crops, rejoiced at the 
jNTomise of this new field of. speculation ; • and great 
Bumbers immediately embarked m the trade with aston- 
ishing avidity. Ivory and hides, for which were ex- 
changed beaos, buttons, and brass wire, were the prin- 
cipal articles of barter ; and within the short period of 
twenty-two months, 113,943 pounds of the first-men- 
tioned article, and 46,575 hides, estimated at d7,623/.» 
passed through Albany, and contributed greatly to the 
enlargement of Graham's Town. 

^ The obvious success* of the earliest adventurers at 
the fair soon attracted additional speculators in its busy 
sphere : the market yr^ overstocked with traders, and 
an injudicious and angry competition produced a too 
minute division of the profits. . Besides this, the supply 
of ivory, the most valuable article of produce, suddenly 
fell off to one-fourth of its usual quantity, on account 
of the rapid consumpition of the hoards which the natives 
had been collecting for many years ; while at the same 
time, the taste of the Kaffers, satiated with the old and 
cheap description of bead, became extraordinarily ca- 
pricious, and required for its indulgence a more expen- 

* Vide report of his majeety'i domminioiien of iiMpiir^, od^ thii 
Oepe colony. 



tkf^ Idnd, fkt Axpty colour, and nae of wiacik ynM 
wftkalmoflt, every tadceedmg fear. The cfMne^uflMe 
of tiieee combined drcumfttaiices wm the fBoioie d 
most of the tiradeiB in 1836 ; who, wittKNit ezp^rieBCS, 
laid in large stores of ^ partioQlar kind of be^ idudi 
appeared especiaUy to catch.tiie iaacj of the admaing 
sarage ; and thus contracted ndnoaB debts to the mer- 
chants tor an article which the Kaffirs speedily cea^ 
to desire, and which was yahieless to any otiber pefwm. 
Those of the traders who wei^ able to weather tiie 
storm, haying at length learned {Nrodence, 80<m made 
the traffic advantageous ; and although the quantity of 
ivory is consideraUy diminished, the suj^y of olhar 

Sociuce has contmued large and steady,' and the Kaier 
ir may now be relied on as one of the most impt^tanl 
and certain resource^ of the eastern province. Hie 
value of articles imported into the colcmy tiircHigfa Urn 
channel between the 18th August, 18S4, and June, 18138, 
is considered as amounting to 50,00(M.^at least ;" ani 
in one of the Cape papers of April, 1833, is the follow- 
ing extract 6f a letter from Graham's Town : — 

" The traffic' With the native tribes has increased ia a 
suncpmrag degree. The value of native produce actu- 
ally brought into Oraham's Towh alone Js estinoated, for 
several months past, to have amounted^ to no less than 
from 700/. to 1000/. weekly."* 

" In calcidating the advantages gained in & pecuniary 
way to the s^ttl^ment, the colony at large, and even to 
the mother country; b^ the creation of a new maricet 
for her manufactures, small as it may at present seem, 
the moral effects of the new and liberal system of in- 
tercourse ought certainly not to be overlooked; and 
among these (as a resident) I would from my own know- 
ledge enumerate the decreased amount of depredations 
uponx)ur cattle, and the entire GjBssation of murder by 

* 

* The persons engaged in this traffic have, durtiig the past jmt 
(1631)y •xtended their journeys as far northward-as lat. 3^ or 27*; 
and on the eastern coast several traders have visited Port Natal, to 
which, place the roads may now be considered open and direct. Until 
very recently this point coald not \ie reached from the colony witt- 
oat making a tedions detour to avoid the Umztmv<|oboo» the predp> 
itovt banks of which invsented a* formidable obstacle to the jk^ 
gress of wheel-carrv&ges. But on a late journey made thither br 
some enterprising traders from Albany, tnis difficulty was remofoa. 
Wi^ the asdstanceof one hundred of the natives, a direct roadMi 
been cut leading across this river; and the joamey i« theroby mv 
dered considerably leas tedious and difficult. 
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theJK^afTen within the bouadary. These are entabliriied 
facts, which every inhabitant of Albany shows, in the 
impunity with which he exposes himself, unarmed, in 
the moat retired jungles of the country,' and in the ease 
of mind with which he now retires at night from his for- 
merly fearfully-watched cAttle-fold,"* 

Shortly- after the establishment of the aboye-men- 
tioned fair (held at Fort Wikhire), his excellency the 
ffovernor issued another proclamation, opening the way 
for mercantile adventurers to proceed beyond the 6a- 
riep, or Orange River, whence also produce to a very 
considerable, amount was brought into the colony. In 
1827 a second fair was established on the Kalfer fron- 
tier ; but the comparative smallness of its returns led 
to its discontinuance about the end of 1828. While 
these, -hoyrever, constituted the principal mediums ef- 
intercourse, there were yet others which equally tended 
to strengthen the' connexion. Several individuals of 
approved character were allowed licenses from govem. 
ment to pass the boundary, for the purpose of trading 
wiih the natives at their own hamlets ; and one of these 
is said to have brought in produce to ^e amount ef 
1800/. annually, besides the usual articles of barter. At 
one of our mission stations also, there has long been a 
shop, which was opened under the expresa sanction of 
General Bourke, the lieutenant-governor; and which 
belongs to Bl^. R. Walker, formerly of Manchester. 
This has been of Essential service to the surroundings 
dans, who have hereby been enaMed to tonish them- 
selves with a variety of useful articles, wearing apparel, 
iron cooking-pot&, knives, hatchets, implements of agri- 
enlture, &c., at ihoderate prices, and m a manner iMtt 
adapted to their circumstances. 

The amount of sales at this estaUishment alone, be- 
tween July, 1827, and December 31, 1828, #as- about 
9009 rix-doUars, or 657/. sterling. TJfie difibrent arti- 
cles of merchauidise were paid for by the people :— hi 
hides, 659; ivory, 230 pounds; sambOps;^ 393 ;i; horns, 

» * 

^ Cape Dh^efoiy, p. il5Q, 96(k 

t These are whips made oatH>€ the hide d the tuppopoCanmt and 
ihh^oceross whieh, aoeordftig t&*Biu«khardt, aie mandftetaved by 
the nortiiem Africans also " at Sennaar, and on the Nile above tiiat 
-plaee; Ilttmediately after beingr taken eiS; the skin is cat intb tat- 
TC^fltlriM, aboot fi^er eirleef in length, nadually taperiptg t* a 
point. Each stnpis then rolled up, so that um edges nmteandfinn 
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9394 ; and cash.* Btit to this, as well as io the ^'pri^ale 
border tiade," considerable opposition was raised \/f 
the frequenters of the Fort WillsMre market, on- ^ 
plea of interference with their privileges ; and an inter- 
dict was conseqtiently laid upon all who had been allowed 
td traffic in the AmaxoSsean territory. The colonial 
government, however, is doubtless ere this convinced 
not only of the necessity, but of the utility also of a free 
trade ; for, as was justly observed by a late distinguished 
statesman, " the history of all modem commerce proves, 
that wherever free scope is given to caj^ital, tp industey, 
to the stirring intelligence and active spirit of adven- 
ture, which so strongly ma^k the present times, you are 
in fact'opening new roads to enterprise, and affording 
new faciliti^ to the interchange of the productions of 
the (hfferent regfions of the earth ; — ^that inte^hange 
whose advantages must be reciprocal, and its extendoa 
to n^w countries one of the* surest harbingers of their 

improvement and civilization, "f 

The moral disadvantages of commercial enterprise, 
and its manifest tendency, in the hands of £ome men, 
to coamipt even the heathen themselves, are evils 
which cannot be tob deeply deplored. It nevertheless 
constitutes a means in the hands of Providence calcu- 
lated to promote that civilization for which the gospel 
has prepared the people, and to open a more fr^ent 
intercourse with interior tribes, which will greatly uucih- 
tate the establishment of Christian n^issions am<N)g 
them. " Many of those engaged in regular trade with 
the Kafferfrare not satisfied iMi^ w^th merely visiting 
the country, but they are taking out their families, and 
becoming residents m it < English settlers ere thus dis* 
persed aS over the land, as far as Morley. Several of 
these have been members of the Methodist society in 
the cok>ny ; doi their little settlements will form st 

« pipe, in which state it , is tied £ut. and left to dry in the son. hi 
oraejr to render these whips pliable, they must be rubbed with batter 
or grease. At Shendv they are sold at the ratd of twelve or ox* 
teen for a Sptoish dollar. In Egypt, wh^re they are in general use, 
aiMl the drrad of every servant and peasant, they are' worUi froa 
half a doUartp a dollar each. Ift oolder .climates, even in Syrit, 
they become brittle, crack, and lose their elasticity.'* — Surckkar4tt 
iViwia. 

* Britis|i coin, whichis noW the cunencv of the colony, hasben 
intioduced amongtbe Battvesjdso ; and will, in all piobahilitf^ loai 
. be eztensivdy circulated. 

t Huskisson's speech oofim trade. 
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lany points in Tarious direc^ns for eoOecting Sunday 
on^egations, and afford to each missionaryf in )» way 
ever contemplated by us^ such local help in oar re- 
pective trjbes as we have lonf^ ardently desired, b€it 
ould never see how it could possibly be obtained. As 
specimen of the value of such local assistance, it may 
e stated, that about twenty piilesfrom Wesley ville, in 
^ato^s tribe, where a pious and valuable young man, 
onnected with us, is living as a trader, a regular con- 
;regation of seventy liearers is collected on the Sab- 
»ath ; a small class is likewise met by him ; and a Sun- 
lay-schobl, containing about fifty children, has been 
>pened. By this means a kind of new era is common- 
;mg in our missions ; so that without greatly multiplying 
nissionaries in a tribe, we shall be able to meet the 
nrants of this scattered population ; and, without ex* 
[>ense, promote the gospel of the ^ver-blessed God, 
together wi^d a rapidly increasing knowledge of the 
EngUsh language. Certainly this is of God; and to my 
Own mind it appears) with all the clearness of demon- 
stration, that from year to ^ar God is working out 
good for Africa.*^ (See Miss. Notices, Feb. 1833.) 

** In addition to hides • and horns, Albany esqportt 
ivory, ostrich feathers, tallow, butter, buck-skins, and 
several other articles of minolr importance. The fol- 
lowing abstract, compiled from authenticated returns 
furnished by different traders at Graham's Town, shows 
an increase on the exports of 1830,l>eyooid those of the 
preceding year, to the amount of 15,974/. ; and indicates 
m a for^le manner the rising importance of the fron- 
tier trade: — , 



Raw or Green Hides , 
Dry , do. . 

Horns 

Wool ..... 

Ivory ... . . • 
Qstnch Feathers . . 
Buck or Goat-skins . 
Tallow ..... 

Butter • • • • K 
Soap . . ., • • 
BaHed Beef and Pork ' 
TannedlSole-leather . 



Total 



I 9. 


d. 


12,774 1% 





14,328 18 





4.230 





241 6 





3,104 15 





144 10 





' 1,532 12 





4,631 7 





5,389 10 





300 





3,087 10 





475 

1 





i:50,i4a 9 






^ A constderaU^ portion of this pyo<kKe \m ta 
ihipped from Algoa Bay, 07 Port EUzabefth, direct to 
Euf ope ; bvt the greater part was remitted to inerc» 
tile bouses in t^ape Town, in exchange for the maoD- 
iactures of India and Europe, the d«mand for which ii 
so considerable that the balance of trade is laig^ 
against the district. 

" The public market'^t Graham's Town, which is 
held every day, exceptmg Sundays, exhibits a ray 
lively and amusing scene. Here is to be met the farner 
from the most^ distant extremities of the colony, vilh 
various curiosities for sale, such as skins of wild animal^ 
ostrich feathers, and ivory, together with the rode W 
deadly weapons of the Boochuana and Bushmen. H^ 
al£k> is to be seen Uie enterprising settler just retmned 
from a six months' tour in the interior, with his wagons 
laden with ivory, hides, and the rich fur-dresses, or 
cloaks, of the more distant tribes whom he has mtm 
in the course of his peregrinations. By the mu^ 
register it appears that between the 1st of October, 1m^ 
ttid the 30th of September, 1831, one thousand fiN 
hundred and five, wagons entered the mariLct 1^®^^ 
produce ; and that the following quantities of w 
several articles enumerated were there sold, atw 
annexed average isoid current prices, to the high^ 
bidders : — , / . 

Brandy 153 Leaguers* U 16 

Wine ...... 3 . ' 4 10 

Vinegar 5 -, r- 4 6 

Meal 4,346. Muidsf 1 ^ J 

Wheat 450 15 J 

Barley 908 •; 7 • 

Oats . . ... 580 > 6 J 

Maize or Indian Com 75 ^ ^ ^ I 

Pe^^, Beans, & Lentilia S4 — — — H ' 

Potatoes . . ... 15 '-^ 7 6 

Salt . . . . . 'Tde 0*5 

D^ried Fruits . . ; 14,774 'PoundsJ 4 

♦ One 4eAguer is equal to 162 old gallons, or 126.63 pn» ^ 
penaL *" ... ^ 

t One vraid of. wheat.or meal w.eigbs, on an ayeia^ ^^ j!3r 
Dutck beivg-aomew^iat more than lOG'poqndB-EniDSi- f*j^ 
grain> l^hter ; hence a muid of barley u only about 1^ PSSbAb 

t The Weights made* use of in the colony are derired&oiB'f 
standard pornid of Amsteidam : .I06 pounds Dutch ve ^ '^ 
nearl^k los poQida Eoglish atiAtfillKNs. 
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Cheese 

Tallow 

Soap 

Tobacco 

Ivory 

Bed Feathers 



I a. 4. 

Almonds ^Wahiuts 128,500 per 100 6 

Butter .... 92,636 Pomids 004 

2,400 3 

63,204 3 

34,923 • 3i 

16,888 6 

1,189 3 

180 -T 21 

Lion and Tiger Skins 25 each 7 6 

Raw or Green Hides 2,871 10 

Horns 6,877 per 100 2 

Oxen ..... 240 each 140 

Cows 139 19 

Horses .... 22 2 10 

Ducks and Fowls . 868 10 

Geese and Turkeys 52 6 

Oat Hay .... 35,260 per 100 04 0*^ 

With a view to lessening the heary expense and 
idlitating inland carriage, the introduction of camels 
oto this part of Africa has been repeatedly proposed ; 
nd in the Graham's Town Journal of February last 
re have the foUowing remarks upon the subject : — 

" As the merchants and farmers are here linked to^ 
^ther by the strongest of mundane ties, that of mutual 
telf-interest ; as their transactions are carried on prin- 
npally by barter ; and as their communications with 
'he tnbes in the interior form their most valuable branch 
)f trade, the extent of which is increasing daily, trans- 
EK>rt and its improvement must naturally be a consider- 
ation of the greatest consequence. To thos^ concerned 
(and I believe almost all are more or less so) in the 
last-mentioned branch of commerce, this subject is one 
of the utmost importance ; as well as to all those who 
are in any way interested in an intercourse with those 
tribes, such as the missionary establishments, the 
settlers at Port Natal, and all those engaged in, or anx* 
ious for, researches' in the interior of Africa, — more 
particularly as the scenes of their various operations 
ttre daily embracing a wider field : let them recollect, 
that the cameP 8 foot forms its oum road ; and this one say- 
^ of the Arabians will at once display the incalcuia*> 

« Soolh African Ahnanac, 1832, p. 188, 189. 

R 
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ble benefit they will deiiye from the possession of tti 
animal, to traverse eomitries where other roads to 
afe none. The camel aflfords the most simple u 
well as the safest and speediest mode of conveyvaa 
known ; putting aside, of course, all the modem in- 
provements of steam, &c., as not available here. Tbe 
male carries from four to five hundred weight with ease, 
and the fbmale from three to four hundred weight : this 
computation is at the lowest scale of their powers, bot 
it is necessary to adhere to it in long journeys. The 
male is in full possession of his powers at &ve yean 
old, and works well till twelve or fifteen years of age: 
the female is in full possession of her powers at foor, 
and works (if she breeds) till ten years old ; but if she 
is barren, she will endure even longer than the male. 
The camel requires but little care or attendance ; is sub- 
ject to fewer fatal diseases than any known animal, ex- 
cept p^erhaps the ass ; is very tractable, sustains great 
pnvations, and is not incommoded by exposure to tbe 
weather. His food is extremely simj^e, and to be pro- 
cured all over this part of the country { consisting of the 
leaves and young sprouts of trees and bushes, of which 
mimosa is lus great favourite, and grass ; and, even irheo 
kept up, it consists of the chaff which is here thrown 
away, and a few pounds daily of hulse or barley. He cai 
travel with ease six hours out of the twenty-four, and his 
rate is from four and a half to five miles an hour. Tbe 
apparatus for securing his load is of the cheapest kind; 
consisting of a simple pack-saddle, composed of a little 
coarse canvass and blanketing, stuffed with dry grass 
for a pad, and a few pieces of rough wood to form the 
trees and fastenings for the load, which may be cut, as 
they usually are, from a mimosa-bush: this, with a few 
fathoms of the coarsest rope, completes the apparatus 
that is absolutely requisite, though of course it may be 
made much neater aiul more expensive, if it be willed. 
The usual objection to the camel is, that he cauiot 
safely pass over slippery paths, nor can he travel with 
safety on bare, clayey soils after rain : but neither can 
an ox-wagon ; so that, with regard to his worst quality, 
he is only on a par with that mode of conveyance : bat 
what marks his pre-eminence, and his being so pecu- 
liarly adapted to the nature, of this country, is thatAi 
r^auires no rood. 
i ** The inhabitants of Albany have manifested htfls 
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9B ansdety to maintain their moral station in society 
an to advance their individual interests, or to presenre 
dmpaired, their joint political privileges. Hence, 
^twithstanding all those comphcated difficulties which 
variably attend the first settlers in a new country, no 
ss than nine chapels, — seven Wesleyan, one Congre- 
Ltional, and one Baptist, — ^have been erected in differ- 
it parts of the district by means of voluntary contri- 
itions. And our present one in Graham's Town, which 
as the first English' place of worship ever raised in 
e eastern province, having become by far too small 
r the congregation, a new one was determined on, 
id conunenced in February, 1831. Most of the chapels 
ive connected with them Sunday-schools, affording to 
le rising generation, black as well as white, regular 
struction in the rudiments of learning, and in the 
rinciples of Christianity. 

*^ Government also has done much to foster and pro- 
tote the progress of education, by the appointment of 
iboolmasters at different stations, with suitable allow- 
Qces ; providing eligible school-rooms, and furnishing 
lem with the necessary materials for conducting the 
Bveral schools on the Lancasterian system. 'Hiest 
chools, though unquestionably productive of muck 
ood, are not so popular, nor so well suited to the cir- 
umstances of the people, as Sunday and evening schools, 
rhich have been established,, and are supported, by 
rivate individuals. The children of the poorer inhabit- 
nts are compelled to tend cattle, or afford other assist- 
nce, from a very early age ; and so indispensable are 
beir services, that it is only on Sundays, or after the 
lose of their daily labour, that they are disengaged, or 
hat time can possibly be spared for the acquirement of 
Qore useful knowledge. The total number under in- 
struction in the district cannot, at a moderate computa^ 
ion, be less than one thousand; which gives. the unex- 
unpled ratio of rather more than one to every seven of 
'he entire population. 

"The progress made by many of the children at Sun- 
^y-8chools is generally encouraging, and in some in- 
stances extraordinary. At the annual pubhc examina^ 
tion of the scholars, such manifest indications of im- 
provement are often exhibited, and such intellectual 
acuteness displayed, as afford the greatest encourage- 
ment to the patrons of the several institutions ; and it 
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Ift almost impossiljie to fonn toohighan esttmaterf 
trast benefit which must be ^rived by the next gow- 
tkra from the diflfiwion, through so many differcBt to 
nels, of religious and other knowledge among tiw jm 
of this district. Several of the Sunday-schools^ 
knrenile libraries, from which the more advanced sclij 
krs obtain the loan of various publications, not oBljfli 
« moral and religious tenancy, but also on general «ij- 
tects.* The good effect of these instituti<ms has bed 
remarkable: many who were formerly schdarsae now 
themselves gratuitous teachws ; and numbers haw m- 
come exemplary characters, merely in consequence « 
the instruction they received and the habits they in- 
bibed while attending these schools."t ^ 

Hie largest and best-conducted seminary ^^^ 
ment is tl^t of Mr. W. H. Matthews, of Salem, sift^ 
or eighteen miles from Graham's Town. This » »• 
«idedly superior to most others of its kind m tf ^7^' 
and was formerly aided by an allowance of 32* 1^ 
per anmun fr6m government ; than which, no sm^ 
ever better spent, or bestowed upon a more menwn^ 
institution. No reason was ever assigned for tfte^ 
continuance of this small and wen-earned 8bpci^.^f 
ihe bitter spirit and strong prejudices of certamin^w»: 
ate in power rendered tlie cause sufficiently ptauLi 



♦ The Bttthor feels considerable pleasnre in here ad^gSkS 

^ariotts small pwsents of sdiool-b«*s, sent out by JMiwn»»^ 

Hectedwittithe Society of Friends ; and more especiaUyoiw^"^: 

Ing of fifty or sbrty volumes, presented by Miss M- S-j-^gd^ 

ham, near London. The nsmg generation being ^.9^v^^ 

chief hopes of Afiica at present rest, every thing of "^^« ftij 

« bread cast upon the waters, to be seen after manyaay^ ^^j]^ 

koped, therefore, that others will be induced landaWy to ^"J 

conduct of this excdlent young lady, whose ▼al^w^'JSSlo 

seasonable as it was useful, has proved a most happy sbb"^ 

tnany a little African. 

t South African Almanac, 1831, p. ISl. . ^^ ^,_-jb, 

t Methodism being tiie real object of their &ntip^t^^t,^ 

eflforts were made, about the same time, to d^rire tiw ^'JJ^ 

of Salem <rf the sakay granted by the home go^'^nwj^, Cfpt 

minister also : these, however, proved wholly unsuccw»w. ^ 

time previously, a serious infrmgement on our loimstenal nj^^ 

l&ewise attempted, under the pretext that our baptizing «»«^,^ 

of British colonists constituted an interference with thedwf^^ 



tesident chi^lain. It is scarcely necessary to state where thw ^ 
Originated, as it will doubtless appear obvious to ^^^^ij^/i, 
object vrill not be at all less manifest from the annexed <»*T5 
After two or tiiiree interviews with the colonial secrettfT* * 
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lurougli such menials in " petty brief authority,'' the 
ilomal g^venunent has often been led, unwittin^y per* 
\;pSj to trample upon industrious and desonring men, 
id to lavish its favours upon some of the most worth- 
08. Happy is he whose virtue and weU-known worth, 
ie those of the individual in question, render him in- 
^peiulent of their smiles, and as heedless of their 
owns. IfVe fear not contradiction in affirming, tha^ 
lere is no;t a school in the whole province which is 
roductive of more real good. Many whose prejudices 
nee ran high, on account of the decidedly religious 
baracter of its excellent tutor, are now constraint to 
ward to him the meed pf praise which is so justly due ; 
tid his establishment, notwithstanding repeated enlarge-- 
&ents, is kept constantly crowded with pufMls. At thd 
ime of its anniversary, in the year 1830, there were, be* 
lides day-scholars, nfty-two boarders; among whom 
irere eighteen sons and daughters of missionaries and 

M»Tse of which he very politely informed me that our baptisms wer« 
ilu>Kether illegal, but that we were nevertheless at perfect liberty to 
baptize the chudren of blacks by the dozen, if we thoaght proper; as 
this could in nowise affect " the clergyman's surplice fees,** I re* 
ieiTed from him the following communicatioii ex-omcio : — 

" Cohnial Office, April ISih, 1825. 

" Sir, 

His excellency the goTeroor (Lord Charles Somerwt), havina 

taken into consideraticm the subject of the conyersations I haa 

the honour of holding with you, in Graham's Town, relative to the 

impropriety of the members of the Wesleyan mission interfering with 

the duties of the established clergyman, at that station ; and his 

excellency being anxious to facilitate the wishes of the inhabitants, 

as far as may be consistent with what is due to the rights and privi- 

le^ of the established Church of England; and of the chaplain ap> 

pointed by government to perform the duties ihereof in the district 

of Albany ; I am directed to acquaitit you, that he has been pleased to 

authorize you, and the other members of the Wesleyan Missionaiy 

' Society, in Albany, to baptize the children of such British parrats, 

followers of your society, who may express their wish to have such 

lito performed by you, under the following regulations and restric- 

tiona: — 
L That the parties apply* i& the fyt$. instance, to the lesidenl 

foremment chajdam for ius peimissioa ; Which he will be authorized 

to grant at their request. v " 

n. That the original certificates of all such baptisms be forwarded 

tOi the government chaplain ; with the view to their being registered 

in the colonial registry,, kept by him. 
III. That no copy of sueh certificffte of baptism shall be gianted 

to the parties by tne Wesleyan miasionaries ; but that they nuiak 

«V^ytothegoTemoieQt chapUuv wlMoia ^iaofi vathfiiufii to give 
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Other ministers, two sons of the late General C. ; indl 
several belonging to various other highly respecbhb 
families in the district. The order, general appeaiance, 
auid manifest improvement of the cluldren rendered tfae 
occasion one of more than ordinary interest. Seveni 
ffave striking proof of very considerable ability, not onbf 
m reading, writing, arithmetic, and grammar, but in tbeir 
acquaintance with the rudiments of French and La^ 
the use of the globes^ and the art of drawing. ReligioQs 
principles are here inculcated, and scriptural precepts 
enforc^ed; nor has the seed been sown in vain; tlie 
fruits of early piety have already appeared in varied 
and pleasing forms. 

Wiile we were preparing for our return to England, 
measures were in progress for the establishment, in 
Grraham's Town, of an infant school, on the plan so suc- 
cessfully adopted in various parts of our own conntrr; 
and, from the following communication, transmitted by 
a much-esteemed friend, under date of March 19th, 
1832, it will appear that this philanthropic project, to- 
gether with several others, has been happily accom- 
pUshed : — 

** With regard to the improvements of this place 

an authentic copy thereof; and to receive the usual fees on the occa* 
aion. Copies of these instructions will be forwarded to the Iiod* 
drost (chief magistrate), and government chaplain in Albany. 

"I have the honour to be, Sir, 
" Rev. Mr. Kay, Your obedient Servant, 

WealeyaH Mitsionary, (Signed) Richard PLASUt, 

QrahanCa Tawn^ Secretary to Oov e mmmt * 

Ajiainst these restrictions we immediately made a respectfdltot 
determined remonstrance, unitedly memoraUzinr his excelkoiT 
Upon the subject, and at the same time fumishinff him wiUi8^« 
Sir John Nichol's judgment in the case of Kemp versus Wickt. 
But it was not until thp whole affair lud been laid Iwfore Eaii Bith- 
nrst, then.secretary of state for the Colonial Department, that«e 
obtained redress. By him the governor was ii^ormed, that "ei«T 
dissenting minister claims and exercises the right to baptize ; ^ 
right having, by a decision of Sir John Nichol, teen conmmed iii*> 
them;** and moreover, that «* in cases where no clergyman of tht 
Church of Englanci^ was at hand, he (the secretary of state) «* 
no reason for precluding the WeMevan missioBuies from celebiatiBK 
the marriage ceremony also.*^ Tliuswas exploded theintokni^ 
scheme of a lucre-loving and narrow-minded ecclesiastic ; who, to 
his great m<^ification, was presented with a copy of his lordahipl 
instnictions at the iame time we received ours. Hereby was lit^ 
iwlyfior evw, this 4U««tion»at the Qapectf Oood Hopa 
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^Graham's Town) of late," 8a3rs the respected writer, 
' they are almost unparalleled. First, an infant-school 
las been established ; the process of which is truly as- 
onishing : the anniversary was held in our chapel, some 
Bonths ago ; and a more interesting sight I never wit- 
lessed. Secondly, a temperance society has been 
brmed, consisting already of more than a thousand 
members.* . And the good effects resulting fron^ this 
dso were wonderful. The moral conduct of the peo- 
ple, even the coloured population, is greatly altered for 
the better. Thirdly, a branch savings bank was opened 
some few months smce ; and although but of yesterday, 
its funds amount to about 2001, sterling, most of which 
belongs to the very lowest orders. On Saturday even- 
ing last, I was obliged to attend as one of the mana- 
gers ;. and was surprised to see little children coming in 
with what they had. contrived to save during the week, 
amounting to sixpences, thr^pences, and skillings. 
Several Hottentdts, who had renounced the practice of 
soopie (dram) drinMng, were likewise among the num« 
ber. Fourthly, we have also a printing-press at work, 
and a weekly newspaper, styled the ' Graham^s Town 
Joumsd ;' which, although not on a very large scale aa 
yet, is, nevertheless, increasingly interesting. 

'^^EXANDBR MaCDONALD.'* 

** We have the satisfaction,'' 8a3rs the editor of the 
^ve-mentioned journal, " to lay before our readers the 
following communication from a correspondent, on the 
subject of the late gratifying examination of the Gra- 
ham's Town, infant-school ; from which we perceive 
with grreat pleasure, that this highly useful and interest- 
ing institution is Ukeiy to receive from the inhabitants 
the encouragement and support it so well deserves : — 

" On Monday, December 19th, 1831, the annual meet- 
ins of the Gbraham's Town infant-school society was 
held in the We«leyan chapel, which, had been conve- 
niently fitted up for the occasion. 

"Soon after eleven o'clock, the children, between 
sixty and seventy in number, were introduced; and, 
being arranged in due order on an elevated p4atform, in 
ftdl ^ew of the company assembled to witness the ex* 

* '* WiUUn the bouodariet of the vnited district of Albaiiy mod 
iomereet, there are already npwards of two ^ousand members of 
tbe tooperance society,*' — Onikam*§ Tvim Journal, 3hnh, 1838. 
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animati<ni, they with great spirit and precision eiit««d 
into the peculiar exercises of this highly interettag 
institution. 






Extracts from the report of the committee. 

It is with no ordinary degree of pleasure, and of 
thankfulness to Divine Providence for the -success flut 
has attended their labour, that the committee submit to 
the patrons of the Graham's Town infant-school a report 
of tneir proceedings duriiig the last year. 

^ In the execution of the trust reposed in them, and 
pursuant to a recommendation of a general meeting of 
the subscribers, the committee completed on ad^ui- 
taffeous terms the purchase of suitable premises for a 
school-house, which they immediately repaired and fit- 
ted up for the purpose. During the year they have been 
enabled by the hberality of the public to discharge tlie 
first instalment of the purchase-money, amounting to 
37/. KM., and likewise to clear off a debt of 41/. 4*. 7^. 
sterling, for alterations indispensably necessary in adapt- 
ing the building for the purpose of an infant-school. His 
excellency the governor was pleased to remit the trans- 
fer duty on the purchase, by which a saving was effected 
of sixty rix-doUars. 

*' Your committee have now to state, that, from the 
increase of the school, and the impossibility of accom- 
modating the number of children' who at present attend, 
it has become necessanr that an addition should be made 
to these premises ; and it having been ascertained that 
a suitable building may be erected for the sura of 140/., 
it is not too much to expect, when the importance of the 
oJ>jectis considered, that the hberality of the public will 
not permit the institution to languish for want of means 
to effect this very essential improvement. 

*' The committee have great satisfaction in stating, 
that, at the outset of the undertakinf, •much delay and 
expense were saved to tiie society by the benevc^eni 
kindness of Mrs, Atkinson.* 

" The committee feel their inadequacy to do full just- 
ice tp her important services, which were entirely m- 
tuitous, or to convey to their constituents a correct idet 
of the admiratioh excited in all who witnessed her 

• Mn. A. it the wife of the E«y< Mr. AtkimoQ, of the Lonta 
Minwuary Sooiet j« 
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rdent zea), and her unceasing exertions to furtbei th» 
b^ects of the society. 

'* An application was also directed to the secretary 
»f the infant-school at Cape Town, for assistance in 
»rocvLTing lessons, materials^ and books; which was 
:ordially met by the society established there, fumish- 
ng a supply to the extent of 9/. lU. 6^., which sum was 
mmediately remitted. 

** The committee have also gratefully to acknowledge 
he generous assistance afforded to this society by his 
ixcellency the goremor, and other friends of the institu* 
ion in Cape Town ; who, at the solicitation of one of 
kYieir members, who happened to be called thither on 
private affairs, readily contributed in aid of its funds. 

'* l*he progress made by the children has been Ailly 
equal to the expectations formed on this point at th» 
commencement of the undertaking. Those who have 
had^more frequent opportunities of visiting the school,, 
have been highly Ratified by the pleasing intelligence 
of many of the children; and it has been very gener- 
iHy remariced, that, where they have attended regu- 
larly, they are easily distinguished for superior inteUec- 
tual acuteness and decorum of manners, from othera 
who have been less attentive, or whose parents have 
not availed themselves of the benefits offered by this 
institption. 

** It is yet too early to exhibit any permanent or indi* 
vidual examples; but, without being too sanguine, or 
calculating too much on prospective advantages, we may 
be certain, that to teach the youn^ habits of cleanhness,. 
punctuality, order, and subordination ; to store the infant 
mind with useful and momentous truths, before it be- 
comes vitiated by the contaminating influence of the 
world, must be attended with effects which will have a 
beneficial influence on their whole lives. 

" Your committee may here be allowed to bear testi- 
mony to the valuable assistance given to the school by 
Master Buchanan, a youth who had been educated for a 
teacher of the system ; whose services were kindly of- 
fered to the society, through the medium of the Hon. 
Commissioner-general, during the period occupied in 
Biaking preparations for the commencement of a school: 
at Balfour, the new settlement on the Kat River. To. 
his assiduity the present efficiency of the school may" 
be parUy attributed.. It may also be observed^ thaJL Mift 

Ra 
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Prynn, the teacher, has deroted a portion of her tine 
in instructing the elder girls in needle-work and otter 
suitaUe em^o^rments ; while her matronly attention to 
the 3rounger children has ensured the confidence of tbe 
parents, and given much satisfaction. 

'"nie committee have great satisfaction in statisg 
that a measure has lately been adopted, which, under the 
Divine blessing, appears fraught with the most important 
advantages. TThey refer to the appointment of a com- 
mittee of twenty-four ladies, who have kindly und«^ 
ti^Lcn to act as inspectors of the school in weekly 
rotation." 

As the influence of religion has diflused and extended 
itself throughout the settlement, a missionary spirit abo 
has been gradually kindling among the people. Hence 
the Albany Missionary Society has now assumed a de- 
gree of importance far exceeding our most sanguine 
expectations ; and the annual missionary meetings, hdd 
at Graham's Town in January or February, generally 
excite intense interest among all classes of the inhab- 
itants. On the i^atform may be seen Kaffer chiefs, and 
ministers of all the various denominations around m,— 
Episcopalian, Independent, Baptist, and Presbyterian; 
which, of course, forms one of the most interesting 
features of the occasion. The amount of subscriptions 
and donations, inclusive of various small sums from the 
Oaffrarian stations, transmitted to the parent society in 
London last year, was no less a sum than 365i. Oi. Zd. !* 
But it is not by gold and silver only that this transplanted 
people are zealously assisting us in. the grand work of 
evangelization : the great Head of the church is raising 
up, from among them, men also to proceed vnth the 
everlasting gospel in their hands, to the savage hordes 
of the interior. Two of the emigrants are now em- 
ployed as missionaries ; and seven or eight others as 
artisans or schoolmasters. Like the vine, therefore, the 
church is here sending forth her branches over the wall; 
and the wandering sons of Ham are sitting down.under 
its shade, and partaking of its fruit. " The wilderness 
and soUtary place shsfl be glad for them ; the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom as Uie rose." 

* jSee Wesleyan Missioiiary Report, 1833, p. lis. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Cat River settlemBnt— The missionary's grave — Affecting «cen&— 
Sikana*8 hymn— African traveller's soliloquy— Hottentot village — 
The Bushman— His habits— Armour— Barbarity— Indescribable 
delusion — A remarkable providence — Deliverance from a limi^ 
Pleasing effects of religious knowledge— Balfour— Extetmioaitoii 
of Mokomo's clan — Neutral teiritory — Infrin^ment of native 
rights — Kaffer shot by an English trader — Inemciency of colonial 
law — Existing oppressions on the northern frontier— Enslavement 
of seven children— Concluding appeal. 

Immbdiatbly adjoining Albany, to the north-west, lies 
the tract of country lately allotted l^o the scattered abo* 
rigines, within the colony. As this was actually occu- 
pied by the Kaffers up to a very recent period, it natu- 
rally falls within the range I, in the beginning, marked 
out to myself; and the circumstances of this newly- 
established settlement render all apology for particular 
notice of it unnecessary: 

Several of the natives belonging to one of our sta- 
tions having availed themselves of the overtures of 
government, and removed thither, I had occasion re- 
peatedly to visit them, and to acquaint myself fully with 
their situation and prospects ; and as some of the par- 
ties were composed of individuals who had enjoyed the 
benefit of Christian instruction on different mission sta- 
tions, while the lives of others had been spent entirely 
with boors in the interior parts of the country, where 
labour, and not learning, had constituted their lot, the 
real capabilities of the native, together with the degree 
in which rehgious knowledge prepares him for useful- 
ness, were here set forth in the fullest point of view. 
Surely no one, after visiting a settlement hke this, would 
ever again talk of '* first civihzing, and then evangeU- 
zing, the barbarian.*' 

Having to pass through Beaufort, one of our principal 
frontier forts, to whicfi the Kaffers from the neighbour- 
ing hamlets frequently resort, I stopped to preach there. 
"Within a mile or two of this place lie the remains of 
the late Rev. Mr. Williams; of^ the London Missionary 
Society; who, after labouring hard in the vineyard oif 
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his Lord for somewhat more than two years, died oi 
the 33d of August, 1818. Haying with me one of the 
Christian natives w1k> had lived with him, witnessed In 
death, and assisted at his burial, I was enabled to col- 
lect various particulars reacting him, which, to my 
own mind at least, were deeply interesting. 

No other missionary was engaged in Kafferlandwhea 
this exceUent man commenced liis^work ; and the se- 
cluded comer which embraced his sphere of action is 
now no lonffer inhalnted. His ^ave is distingoished 
from sevend othets by a large pile of stones ; one of 
which, larger than the rest, is placed in an upright posi- 
tion at the head, and forms his only tablet. This rode 
mark of distinction, though bearing no inscription, and 
therefore unintelligible to the passing traveller, was 
pointed out to me l^ the old Kaffer with manifest affiao 
tion and ccmsiderable emotion. He then added, while 
directing my attention to other graves round about, 
*' Here lies an wnftzi (woman), who sat under his woids; 
txA there are. some of the amakwinkwe (boys) whom bs 
taught in the school." Not many paces distant was 
one which appeared to be comparatively new ; '* That 
said he, ** contains the body of Bnintambi ^oung womai^ 
who was killed by lightmng from heaven, iSK>ut two 
years ago." 

From the burial-ground he led me to the tree under 
which Mr. W. usuaUy preached to them ; to the field he 
had ploughed, presenting furrows still visible; and to 
the garden he had cultivated ; then to the dam he had 
formed for the irrigation of his grounds, and to the pre- 
cipice whence he had rolled many a huge mass of rodi . 
with the view of turning the course of the river. Th» 
was quite an Herculean scheme ; in prosecuting which, 
he lost one of his fingers : a large stone one day falling 
upon him, almost severed it from the hand. We next 
proceeded to the building designed for a place of wor- 
ship, and also to the dwelling4iouse ; both which were 
but partially completed. " In that comer," said Cota, 
** our um/undis expired ; and here did I assist in making 
his coffin!" 

An imaginary view of the circumstances composing 
the scene on that occasion, could not but deeply affect 
the mind of a fellow-missionary, while thus standing 
upon the spot where it transpired. As already inti- 
matedv this good man had no fellow-labourer, excepting 



PART n. CHAFTBR XTQI* Wf 

is piotis wife, to aid him by counsel or to comfort him 
mid suffering. Anxious to finish the roof of his hab- 
tatioiiy that his family mifht have a coyert from the 
eat, he fearlessly exposed himself to the overpowering 
ays of a midday sun, until nature at length sunk be- 
leath the burden. Surrounded by natives only, who 
ear even to touch the dead, his partner was therefore 
obliged to close the eyes of the corpse herself;, to pre- 
pare it for interment ; to give directions respecting the 
orm, the making, and the dimensions of his coflSn! 
rhis done, with an infant at her breast, and another by 
ler eade, she followed his earthly remains to the tomb, 
ier feelings were then, doubtless, unutterable : an at- 
.empt to describe them would thereicnre be folly. S^ 
etumed to her half-thatched cottage, whither he ac- 
companied her no more; to the place where prayer was 
ivont to be made, but he is not there ; and then to the 
couch whereon he lay ; but, alas ! he is gone, and gone 
tor ever ! Here, and thus situated, this good woman 
remained under the gracious protection of Him who is 
as a husband unto the widow, and a father to the father- 
less, unt|l a kind friend from the cc^ony came to her 
relief. And it is worthy of remark, that, during this 
trying interval, the chief was induced to give special 
orders respecting her ; so that, although encompassed 
by ruthless savages daily, no one was permitted to do 
her any harm ! 

The following piece of poetry, which is now known 
Hnd frequently sung by the Kaffers in every place which 
the gospel has ^is yet reached, was composed by Sikana, 
a secoiKlary chieftain, who was brought to a knowledge 
of the laruth under Mr. W.'s ministry; and who, being 
faithful unto the end, died with the praises of God upcm 
bis Ups. It may serve to convey some notion of the 
mellifluous flow of the Kafler tongue, and of its oriental 
style of expression ; but it is, of course, in a very differ- 
ent strain from their ordinary son^ ; which, when they 
have any meaning at all, are usualfy confined to the sul>- 
jects of war or hunting. 

Ulm guba,tfikulu8iamJ^atmat He who is our mantle of comf<^ 

Ulodali bom' uadaU pezuU, The giTor of life, ancient on high, 

Vmdaia vadata iddd izulot He the Creator of heaven is, 

F«6tnza inquinqui$ zucelela : And of stars that ever bom : 

Utiso umhda gozituUfUy God is mighty in the heavens, 

Yabima inqmnquit nozilimde. Whirling start around the sky, 
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Umm maM ttu ma niimiU, On him. in hit dwelling-pUce, ww 

Umk^teU ua tikokdi tina. On him, who is our mi^ty letto. 

Uenxa mfama zenza ga hand. He maketh now the blind to SK. 

Jmali tnOuU nbixiSU ; As the only gbod we adore hia; 

Wtn^t wma g'ab* mytnixm ; For he alone is our sure defence^ 

fVma, weitmkaka ImyamMo, He alone our trusty shield, 

IVmo, wmta Uati linyaniza ; And He alone our bush of refii^ ; 

VloddU bom* uadali pezula. Yea, He, the giver of life on high, 

Umdaia uadaia idaia izuU. Whoisalone the Creator of hetfcn. 

My Kaffer friend now left me, and I proceeded, in 
company with a little Bushman, along the banks of the 
Kat River; the circuitous course of which obliged us to 
ci^ss and recross its channel several times ; and in one 
or two instances at considerable risk, the rodcybed 
being slippery as glass. After travelling for some time, 
I asked my guide how far we were from the locatioii 
of the nearest party : ** Not far,", said he — " but yoa 
must go to oiurs first ; want wij zijn meer stom en onkuiidig 
dan de anders — for we are more i|piorant and stupid than 
the others." The reason he assigned for this difference 
was, that their neighbours had been in situations which 
afforded them much better opportunities for obtaining 
instruction than he or his comrades had ever enjoyed, 
having but just come down from the more inland and 
northern extremities of the colony. I therefore gave 
him Uberty to take me-whelrever he pleased, on 'Condi- 
tion that he would ensure me a congregation as soon as 
we arrived. At this he smiled ; and jocosely reminding 
me of our being entire strangers to each other, and of 
the very little confidence that was placed in his tribe, 
pointed to a dark and narrow opening in the hills, say- 
ing, *' Je hoe/t niet hang te weze, daarin te goon; H zalu 
beschermen'-'YoTX need not fear to go therein ; 111 pro- 
tect you.^' 

Aiar in the desert I love to ride, 
With the silent Bush-boy alone by tfiy side. 
When the wild turmoQ of this wearisome life, 
With its scenes of oppression, corruption, and strife ; 
And the proud man's frown, and the wtae man's fear ; 
And the scomer's laugh, and the sufferer's tear ; 
And malice, and meanness, and falsehood, and 6>lly, 
Dispose me to musing and dark melancholy ; 
When the bosom is full, and my thoughts are hi£^ 
And my soul is sick with the bondman's sigh ; — 
O, then there is freedom, and joy and pride. 
Afar in the d^eert alone to ride ! 
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There is nptore to -rault on the duunpinf (rteed,. 
And to bound away with a herald's speed. 

Afsff inthe desert I Urretoride, 

With the silent Ba8h4x>]r alone by my sid»— 

Away, away from the dwellings of men, 

By the wild deer's hamit, and the bnflUo's glen ; 

By Talleys remote, where the oribi plays ; 

Where the ghoo, thenzelle, and the hartebeest graie ; 

And the gemsbok and eland unhnnted recline 

By the skirts of gray forests o'ergrown with wild Tine -, 

And the elephant browses at peace in his wood ; 

And the river-horse gambols miscared in the flood ; 

And the mighty rhinoceros wallows at will 

In the Tley, where the wild ass is drinking his fill 

A^ in the desert I lore to ride, 
W^ith the silent Bush-boy alone by my side. 
O'er the brown karroo, where the bleating cry 
Of the spring-bok's fewn sounds plaintively ; 
Where the zebra wantonly tosses his mane. 
In fields seldom freshen'd by moisture or rain ; 
And the fleet-footed ostrich over the waste 
Speeds like a horseman who travels in haste ; 
And the vtilture in circles wheels high overhead. 
Greedy to scent and to gorge on the dead ; 
And the grisly wolf and the shrieking iackal 
Howl for their prey at the evening fall j 
And the fiend-hke laugh of hyenas grim, 
FearMly startles the twilight dim. 

Afar in the desert I love to ride, 
With the silent Bush-boy alone by my side- 
Away, away in the wilderness vast, 
Where the white man's foot before never pass'd, 
And the restless Coranna or Bechuan 
Hath rarely cross'd with his Toving clan ; 
A region of emptiness, howling and drear, 
Which man hath abandon'd through famine and fear; 
Which the snake and the lizard inhabit alone, 
And the bat flitting forth from his cleft in the stone ; 
Where gtass, nor herb, nor shrub takes root. 
Save poisonous thorns that pierce the foot ; 
And the bitter melon, for food and drink. 
Is the pilgrim's fare by the salt lake's brink ; 
A region of droughty where nariver glides, 
Nor rippling brook with X)zier'd sides. 
N reeay pool, nor mossy fountain, 
Nor rock, nor tree, nor misty mountain, 
Are found, to refresh the wearied eye ; 
But the barren earth, and a burning sky^ 
And the blank horizon round and round, 
Without a living sight or sound. 
Tell to the heart, in its pensive mood. 
That this at length— is solitudb I 
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Aiid beiB, while the m^t-winds aioond me fliglv 
And the stars bum bright in the midnight sky. 
As I sit apsrt by the desert stone. 
Like Elijah at Sinai's care alone, 
And feel as a moth in the Mighty Hand 
That spread the heavens and heaved the land^ 
A " stiU pnall vcnce" comes throng^ the wild 
(Like a father consoling his fretful child), 
which banishes bittomess, wrath, and fear. 
Saying, ♦* BIam is tostant, iut Gon la nbab.*** 

Many minutes had not elapsed before we came i^to 
a newly-established Hottentot village, near the cmor 
ence of the Mankazana and Kat Rivers. It coDsistedot 
thirty-one small wattled cottages, fonning a coy) 
circle, with cattle and sheep-fdds in the centre. There 
were seven or eight wagons belonging to the ii*™5^ * 
considerable herd of cows and oxen, a fine flock w 
sheep, and several good horses. The object of my wj» 
being announced, an old ploughshare was i"""*®*^ 
hung up, and used as their substitute for a bell. Neany 
one hundred and fifty persons,, inclusive of cMdm 
were hereby called together in the course of a fof *®|J 
onds, and assembled beneath the spreading branra^m 
a large tree. I had with me an English pocket Testa- 
ment, from which my usual practice was to translate, 
into the vemacul^ tongue, as occasion migbt require ; 
but wishing to ascertain whether any of them P^^??^ 
a copy of the sacred Scriptures, I asked for aBiWe; 
upon which an old man who formerfy belonged to tt^ 
Wittie River station, instantly produced a I^^ I^ 
ment. On my opening it, a small pamphlet *^J^ 
which proved to be a copy of the ordinance is^ed oj 
the lieutenant-governor. General Bourke, under date w 
July 17th, 1828, for the improvement of the con^^^J 
of Hottentots and other aborigines of colour, aDd v^ 
the consolidation and amendment of laws aff^fingso^ 
persons, agreeably to the recommendation of his majw- 
fy's commissioners of inquiry.f This of course 'mm 

* " Fear thou not, for I am with thee.** • u. nf Aii 

t The following constitute the second and third articw » |r 
important ordinance, and embrace some of its pnneipv prc*^ 
ions: — .-- 

" Article II. And whereas, by usage and custom of ""fj?f J, 
Hottentots and other free persons of colour have been ^if^^ 
certain restraints as to their residence, mode o£ life, andeioiuojiii^ 
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e to aak wiry they had treasured up this docmnent in 
ks sacred volume : '* Because,'^ said one of the elders, 
it is God's word that teaches ns how to make a right 
se of our privileges ; and therefore ought the Bible and 
le ordinance to be kept together." . 
Shortly after the conclusion of divine service several 
ther Bushmen made their appearance, whose garb and 
lanners furnished indubitable evidence of their having 
at just emerged from the gloomy recesses of the forest, 
r the still more dismal chambers. of the cavern. The 
eal condition, civil as well as moral, of thistroglodjrtish 
dice is truly deplorable. We cannot contemplate their 
ircumstances, or even look upon their withered coun- 
enances, without inexpressible pain of heart. Hunted 
or generations back, like partridges upon the moun- 
uns, they have become desperate ; their hand is uplifted 
igainst every one, and every one's hand against them, 
tobbed of th«ir country, and driven beyond the ordinary 
"ange of men, they have been compelled to seek refuge 
lod dwelling-places in the glens of the desert, the thick- 
its of the jungle, or the clefts of the precipice. There 
t is that we must in general look for them, on the 
)oints of projecting crags, or upon the summits of the 
[digest rocks, watchfully surve3ring aU beneath. With 
eagle-eyed fierceness, with bows fidly bent, dartadeeply 

uid to certain compulaorr services, to vrfdch. other of his majesty^ 
Kibjects are not liable : Be it therefore Miacted, that from and after 
the passing of this ordinance, no Hottentot, or other free person of 
colour, lawfully residing in this colony, shall be subject to an^ com- 
pulsory service to which others of his maJMty's subjects therein are 
not liable ; nor to an^ hinderance, mcdeetation, fine, impiisonment, or 
ponishment of any kmd whatsoever, under the pretence that such per- 
ion has been guilty of vagrancy, or way other o£fence, unless after 
tiial in due course of law ; any custom or usage to the contrary in any 
wise notwithstanding. 

" Article III. And whereas doubts hove arieen as to the compe- 
tency <^ Hottentots and other free persons of colour to purchase or 
possess land in this colony : Be it therefore enacted and declared* 
that aU grants, purchases, ^d transfers of land, or other ph>perty 
whatso^er Heretofore made to or by any Hottentot, or other free per- 
son of colour, are and shall be, and the same a^ hereby declared to 
^« of fall force and eflfect ; and that it is, and shW and may be,law- 
Au for any Hottentot, or other free penon of colour, bom, or haviiif 
obtained deeds of burghership in this colony, to obtain and possesf 
fy gruit, purchase, or other hCwfol means, amr land or property 
wcvui^-^any Uw, custom, or usage to the conoary notwithstan^ 
int." 
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poisoned, and an air that betrays less fear than hostitjr* 
they stand ever prepared to take fatal aim at alliio 
may have temerity enough to approach their rampirt. 
The following strikingly descriptive lines on the Kaffer, 
by Mr. Thomas Prii^le, apply in a great measure to tbfi 
Bushman also *j — 

** Lo ! there he crouches b^ the kloofs dark side, 

Eying the farmer's lowing herds afar ; 

Impatient watching till the evening-star 
Lead forth the twilight dim, that he may glide. 
Like panther, to the prey. With free-bom pride 

He scorns the herosmian, nor regards the scar 

Of recent wound ; but burnishes for war 
His assagai, and taive of bi^ffalo-hide. 

Is he a robber ^ — ^True, it is a strife 
Between the black-skinn'd bandit and the white. 

A sarage? — ^Yes ; though slow to aim at life, 

Evil for evil fierce he doth requite. 
A heathen f— Teach him, then, thy better creed. 
Christian ! if thou deserv'st that name indeed." 

As an enemy^ they are much more formidable tJian 
the Kaffet; not indeed on account of their numbers nor 
of muscular strength ; for in both these respects ^ey 
are far inferior to any of the other tribes. But, besides 
their weapons being of a much more deadly kind, their 
mode of warfare is such as to place an antagonist in tiie 
most perilous situation ere he is at all aware of danger. 
80 exceedingly diminutive are they in person, that&ey 
easily nianage to conceal themselves behind large 
stones or ant-heaps ; whence the^ are able at pleasure 
to lodge a dart in the vitals of theur victim. When thus 
lying in ambush, this Lilliputian archer seat^ hims^ 
upon the ground, places his foot against the bow, directs 
his arrow with his left hand, and then draws it with his 
right. And such is the force with which he discharges 
the dart, that it not only pierces the person or anima/ 
at which it is shot, but ( sometimes goes completd)y 
through them. 

A minute description of their armour (a quantity of 
which the author has still in his possession) may serve 
to show how studiously the work of death is attended to 
by fallen man in his native haunts, where the devices 
and desires' of the heart appear in their true character, 
perfectly free from all check or restraint. " The how' 
as observed by Barrow, *^ is a plain piece of wood tM 
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le g%terrie bosch, which is apparently a species of rhus; 
id sometimes the assagai- wood is used for the same 
irpose. The string, three feet long, is composed of 
>res of the spring-buck's dorsal muscle, twisted into a 
[>rd. The stem of an aloe constitutes the quiver. The 
nco-w, 'which when complete does not measure two 
let, consists of a small reed ; in one extremity of which 
t inserted a piece of soUd bone; this is sometimes 
iken Irom the ostrich's leg, when that bird can be ob- 
dned ; it is round, finely wrought, and polished ; and in 
)ngth varies from two to &ve inches. The intent of it 
Bems to be that of giving weight and strength to that 
art of the arrow, and to faciState its entrance. To 
lie end of the bone is affixed a small sharp piece of iron 
f the form of an equilateral triangle.; and the same 
tring of sinews which binds this tight to the bone 
erves also to contain poison between the threads and 
cpon its surface. This deleterious matter is appUed in 
he consistence of wax or varnish. The string likewise 
astens a piece of sharp quill pointed towaids the op- 
>osite end of the dart, which is not only designed to 
ncrease the difficulty of drawing it out, but also to 
"ankle and tear the flesh, and to brinff the poison into 
[^mtact with the blood." The Uttle fellows unhesita- 
tingly infornved me of several plants from which they 
aure in the habit of extracting poisons, by simply mace* 
rating the leaves or branches and inspissating the juices, 
either by boiling or by exposure to the heat of the sun. 
But the venom taken from the heads of snakes, mixed 
with the juices of certain bulbous plants, is wlutt they 
mostly depend i:q[)Dn.* 

* I one day met with an old Dutch fanner, who had been shot bv 
one of the Bushmen, and in whose person the barb of the arro:^ stiU 
remained. On receiving the wound, he instantly applied the remedy 
ndw in genend use ; which, as I am credibly informed, was first made 
known to the colonists by an aged Bushman (whose materia medics 
is of coarse derived from nature only) whom one of them succeeded 
in domesticating and attaching to his service. This consists simply 
of a certain root which is found growing spontaneously in many parts 
of the countiT ; and which, from its effectual counteraction of the 
deadly bite of serpents, has everywhere obtained the name of akmg^ 
vortel (snake-root). It is used in exactly the same way as the rattle- 
snake root of America ; for the discovery of which, ih» whites in that 
quaxter also are said to be wholly indebted ta the oppressed and un- 
tutored Indian. After chewmg a piece of it, the patient swallows 
the spittle, and then ai^lies tM wood, thus braised and moistened 
iivhis mouth* to the parts affected. Numbers of the oldtst inhiAw 
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With the instniments of destmction, therefoie,1be]r 
are perfectW familiar; nor are their wretched oi^pnf 
less so. These, like their sires, are well acqmuim 
with eyery species of barbarity, being carefully trained 
to them, nrom their yenr infancy, m August, 1827, t 
Hottentot female, who had been tending her master^ 
flock, was seized, within a few miles of the station 1 
tiien occupied, by a wandering party of these despen- 
does, who murdered and qiangled her in a most homA 
manner. life was gone before her situation was dis- 
coyered ; and her bowels were found hanging on a bush 
near the corpse. Shortly afterward an Eii^sh farm- 
ers' servant was attacked near the same place ; bot^ 
providentially escaped with life, though not withost 
several severe and dangerous wounds, some of which 
were inflicted by a son of one of the savages. With 
the view of trjring the lad's expertness in archeiy, his 
fiftther set him to shoot at their defenceless victim, saj- 
ing, ^ Now let us see if you can kill her on the spotr 
Such are the lessons taiight in the Bushman's schooL 
Hap^y, ere the child hSl cast the fatal ' weqwii, the 
band were disturbed, and obliged to take flight. 

After spending the greater part of the evening in con- 
versation with the people, I retired into an old wagon, 
where a straw mat (the best bed they could aflbrd)liad 
been spread for my accommodation. But when ijing 
down my attention was arrested by a singular noise that 
appeared to come from one of the more distant huts. 
Curiosi^ induced me to rise and follow the sound, 
rendered doubly dolorous by the extreme darkness of 
the night, and the occasional howhngs of the wolf. It 
at len^h led me to a low wretched hovel, the mterior 
of which presented one of the most melancholy scenes 
I ever witnessed ; language indeed fails to give anything 
like a complete idea of the strong delusion which per- 
vaded the minds of its inmates. 

Some of the little strangers above mentioned hafiaf 

Srofessed an acquaintance with the nature and causes of 
isease, and likewise with the means of removing it, two 
or three sick Hottentots had solicited their aid. They 

itenta, with whom I have repeatedly oonTersed upon the mbject, 
UiMnitnontly acknowledge the efllcacy of this Taliuole aniidote saft 
eaaee of poiaon, whether from the Tiper't jt>ite or tiie Btuhman'sdHt 
Aad heooethejr seldom or never pfoceed on a joomey without talDBf 
a foaatity of it in thair.pocktfts. 
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M assembled at the dweUing of the aiBkted penmis, 
&d performed over them a number of hidicrons antics 
reparatory to the '' great ceremony." One stood mut^ 
nruif in a comer ; amd another sat perched upon poles 
lac^ in a horizontal position; while two others 
omided about on the floor with slow but regular step, 
di were apparently weeping in a most heart-rending 
aanner, and thus signifying to the patients that the dis- 
Bse was of a very dan^rous character. This they 
onttnued until their feelings seemed to be wrought up 

^e highest pitch, rendering them like unto men 
rholly intoxicated. One of them fell to the ground 
rith such violence as very seriously to Inruise his head 
lid produce temporary msensibility. I at first con- 
hided that they Imd been using some kind of narcotic ; 
mt was in this mistaken. When opportunity presented 
tself, I remonstrated with them respecting the folly of 
uch a mode of proceeding; and the consequence was, 

1 momentary cessation. But being bent upon wlnt 
hey deemmi a duty, their' operations were soon re« 
iommenced. 

On going to the hut a second time I found it crowded 
excess. A large fire was burning in the centre : four 
)i»hmen and two women belonging to the same tribe 
fere dancing, singing, clapping their hands, and oc* 
sasionally shouting in the wildest manner imaginable. 
Wiih the intention of detecting, the better to expose tha 
aUacy of Uieir arts, I placed myself in a comer which 
x)mmanded a ftiU view of all their manoeurres. The ap- 
)earaace of the men was as ugly and demon-like as caa 
ye conceived. One had tufts of hair attached to his head 
Q the form of horns ; another, who was almost naked, 
md an appendage to his back resembling a wild beast's 
ail; a thmi bore in his hand an arundiimceous kind of 
^and, with which he occasionally touched different parts 
)f the 'patient's body, and through which he at other 
ames puffed and blew upon those around him ; and a 
fourth, with a small calabash, dr gourd, full of pebbles, 
n each hand, kept up a tremendous and deafening rattle. 
Ilie scene was occasionally terrific beyond description, 
IS one and then another of the little conjurors became 
!M)mpletely frantic, and assumed all the appearance of 
namacs. They kicked the fire about witn their feet ; 
oghed, groaned, and yelled most hideously. Symptcuna 
)f stupor, or insensibility, were regarded as proofii that 
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the eril inihience under which the patients had liees 
suffering was learinff them, and entering the indifU 
affected. His magical powers were consequently deened 
far superior to those of his fellows, who, neyerthelea, 
Hew to his relief, and by means of the wand, and certak 
strange efforts, affected to deliver, and restore him to 
his senses again. Sometimes, after shaking and other- 
wise roughly handling, blowing upon, or applying tke 
mouth to some particular part of the body, the sorcerers 
would gravely turn round and exhibit aquantity of goats' 
hair, a few birds' feathers, a piece of thong, or a number 
of straws, sa3dng they had extracted them from the head, 
the stomach, the legs, or the arms of the pati^t Pal- 
pable as were these absurdities, they nevertheless 
mstantly obtained full credence among the spectators, 
who with uplifted hands would exclaim, " No wonder 
that A. or B. were so ill !" 

I went to the poor deluded creatures the following 
morning, itnd endeavoured to make them sensible of the 
vanity and wickedness of their tricks, challenged them 
with the various falsehoods they had told : and in proof 
of the inefScacy of all their exertions, pointed to the sick 
persons themselves, who, from having been kept sitting 
before a large fire, during the greater part of the night, 
and consequently from taking proper rest, were even 
worse than before. They answered me not a word, but 
afterward acknowledged the truth of all that had been 
said ; and the only plea they attempted to setup in justi- 
fication of their system was, as usual, '' that such had 
been the custom of their forefathers from time immemo* 
rial." How melancholy the reflection ! From time im- 
memorial, millions have thus made Ues their only refuge 
in times of trouble! from time immemorial, wh(^ 
naticms of men have thus been sinking in the vortex of 
delusion ! Yea^ from time immemorial, one generation 
of immortal beings has been thus blindly following an- 
other, and all literally " perishing for lack of knowledge!" 
Who does not hear, in these chilling facts, the dying 
moans of thousands more, whom tl^ stream is eteii 
now rapidly bearing down to the eternal gulf, and whose 
ignorance and wretchedness loudly cry, " Come overani 
help us ; come over and help us 1" 

Leaving Mankazana, I proceeded to Tambookie Vlei, 
and there found another of the parties industriously em- 
ployed in building, pastoral pursuits, and oultifatiofl. 
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hearing what the object of. my yisit was, one of the 
>ple heartily welcomed me, 8a3riiig, Kom brnnen, kom 
netij mynheer, — " Come in, come in, sir ;" and showed 

no small kindness, immediately "kindling a fire 
^aase of the cold'and because of the rain," which had 
ired heavily upion us during the greater part of the 
irney. Being weary and sleepy, my host spread a 
w skins for me to rest upon in the best comer of his 
wly-erected dwelling ; the floor of which, being but 
it laid, i^as exceedingly damp; consequently the fol^ 
wmg morning brought with it a scTcre cold, and 
>lent pains in my head. 

After preaching, I went out to see their different ffar- 
ns and corn-lands ; from which it was quite eyident 
at they were far in advance of those whom I had left, 
leir situation, however, was much more advantageous, 
e soU being of a superior description, and more likely 
prove productive than that upon which their neigh- 
bors were placed, hi several places enclosures had 
len made, and both wheat and bariey so^ni, as had 
ids and potatoes also in considerable quantities. The 
reater part of this division formerly resided near Bavi- . 
1*8 River, and amon^ the Scotch emigrants, who had 
(ten employed them m various ways, and afforded them 
rach useful instruction. Several were able to read the 
criptures, and one or two could write likewise. Tlieir 
tock of sheep and cattle was very considerable ; aiud 
ttle doubt can be entertained of their ultimate pros- 
erity. There were few among them but what had 
ntirely cast off the sheep-skin garb of the Hottentot ; 
Dd at divine service the greater part of them, made as 
reU as female, were 'decently and respectably clad in 
Suropean apparel. Several couples that had long lived 
ogether as man and wife, according to general custom, 
impressed an earnest desire to have their matrimonial 
toion honourably and legally solemnized : there did not' 
ppear to be more than one or two instances of polygamy 
Q the whole hamlet. 

In one of the huts at this place I found a sick man, 
^ho had been most miraculously delivered from the 
jaws of a lion, two or three weeks prior to my visit, 
i^ile sitting by his side he furnished me with the fol-» 
owing particulars ; which, as they constitute a striking 
lustration of that gracious Providence whose tender 
tiercy is over the cMdren of men, are well worthy ot 
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Imngf recoried. Acconnponied by aeveral other 
Tidnals, he one morning went oat on a huntiD|ez- 
eorsion ; and on coming to an extensive plain beywl 
the precincts of the colony, where there was abun&Boe 
of game, tiiey ditcorered a number of lions, which wese 
distm'bed by their approach. One of the males insUatly 
separated himself from the troop, and began slowif to 
advance towards the party, most of whom were yooB^ 
and altogether imaccnstomed to rencounters of so 
formidable a nature. While droves of timid antelopes 
only came in their way, they were all brave fellows, aai 
boasted loudly of their courage; but this complete 
failed, and the young Nimrods began to quake wbea ^ \ 
monarch of the desert appeared. ' 

Nevertheless, while the animal was yet at a distanoe, < 
they all dismounted ; and, according to general caston i 
on such occasions, be^^ tjring their horses together, 
with the view of keeping them between themsebesand 
the beast, until they could* take deliberate aim at him. 
His movements, however, were too quick ; and before 
ihe horses were properly fastened, the lion made a tre- ; 
mendous bound or two, which suddenly brought him | 
down upon the hind parts of one of them : beinff hereby I 
startled, they instantly plunged forward, and knocked I 
down the poor man m question; over him went the 
hoiises ; and off ran his comrades with all speed. He 
arose from the ground as quickly as possiUe ; but, on 
perceiving him stand up, the animal turned round, and, 
with a seeming consciousness of his superior nugfat, 
stretched forth his paw, and by a single stroke on the f 
back part of the neck laid him prostrate again. He had ' 
but just time to roll on to his back before It set its foot J 
upon his breast, and lay regularly down at tail leagfh 
upon him. 

He now became almost breathless, partly from fear, 
but principally from the intolerable pressure of his ter- 
riUcload. In order to get breath he endeaioured to move 
himself a little, upon which the lion instantly laid boU 
of his left arm, just below the ett)ow, *and Int it is 
several different places down to the hand ; in the thick 
part of which its teeth seemed to have comj^etely mdi 
All this time, however, it does not appear to have beei 
at an furious, but merely caught at his prey, as the est 
would sport with a mouse that is not quite dead, b 
this dreadfid situation he remained fw a cooeddorafale 
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length of time wpthing in pain, gasping for breath, and 
tnomentarily expecting to be torn bmb from limb ! On 
raising his head a little, the creature opened his moutb 
to receive it, but providentially lost his hold, in conse- 
quence of the hat (which was shown to me) dipping off; 
the points of the teeth, therefore, only just scarified the 
pericranium. Thus narrowly was he prevented from 
crushing' the head to pieces. He then placed his paw 
upon the arm from which the* blood was copiously flow* 
ing, and the purple stream soon covered it. This he 
^ain aiid again Ucked clean ; and then fixing his flaming 
eye intently upon that of the nan, now smelt on one 
side of his face, and then on the other, and appeared to 
be oTily awaiting the inducement of voracity wholly to 
devour his helpless prey ! 

-*' At this cntical moment," said the poor fellow, '^ I 
recollected having somewhere heard that there was a 
God on high, who was able to deUver, at the very last 
extremity; I therefore began to pray that he woukl 

Erevent the Hon from eating my flesh, and drinking my 
lood.'' While engaged in this act of devotion^ the 
b^ast turned completely round, |dacing its head towards 
his feet, and its tail over his face^ This induced hone 
in the mind of the sufferer, that he might now possibly 
]id himself of his load ; and under tms impression he 
made an effort, which was no sooner discovered than 
checked by a terrible bite in the right thigh. He asain 
lifted up his voice to the Almighty for help ; iK>r did he 
pray in vain. The lion, wiUiout being disturbed in any 
way whatever, soon afterward relinquished his hold. 
Calmly rising from his seat, he deUberately walked off 
to the distance of thirty or forty paces, ahd there lay 
down in the grass, whence, after watching the move* 
ments of tibe Hottentots for some minutes, he finally 
took his departure, and was seen no more. The man 
now arose, and, crawling off in the best manner he was 
Me, at length obtained the aid of his cowardly com* 
panions, who set him upon one o( the horses, and 
Drought him to the ^ace where I found him. Dr. G. 
(son of the Rev. John Gaulter), a military surgeon, at 
one of the ne^hbounng stations, hearing of the case, 
hastened to his relief, and very humanel^^ rendered him 
aU needful assistance. Cki first seeing mm, amputation 
of the arm was thought to be absolutely necescuoy, but 
to this the patient would not submit; ^for,'' saul h% 

S 
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M as the Almighty had delivered me from a death so 
dreadful, I thought he was surely able' to save my ann 
also !" At the time of my visit some of his ^w^ounds 
were already healed, and there was every prospect of a 
complete restoration. " that men would praise tiie 
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to 
the children of men !" 

In a fine valley on the left of the river a few miles 
farther up, I found a still larger i^^mpany , composed 
principal^ of i>ersons from Bethehdorp. A considerable 
number of them having been taught and tjained up in 
that institution (belonging to the London Missionary 
Society) were able both to read and write, and were 
actively engaged in promoting the best interests of the 
rising generation among them. The establishment of a 
school had constituted a matter of paramount import- 
ance in their new situation. As they had but recentiy 
arrived on the spot, comparatively htUe^had been done, 
besides the erection of a few temporary houses : the 
smith, however, was preparing his forge ; and the plough 
bad alre^y been at work. Several large plots of ground 
bad been turned up, in which various kinds of seed, 
supplied by his excellency the governor, Sir Lowry 
Cole, had been sown. 

The following Sabbath I preached at Balfour, at 
which place all the di£ferent parties assembled together. 
A more interesting sight I scarcely ever witnessed. 
Four-fifths of the congregation were remarkably clean, 
and decently dressed ; and every one evinced a serious- 
ness and decorum which rendered the services at once 
solemn and delightM. Two things may, I think, be 
confidently affirmed concerning this settlement, without 
fear of contradiction : 1. That those parts of it wherein 
religious truths are most influenticU exhibit by far the 
largest share of industry, and the best prospects of ulti- 
mate prosperity ; and, 3. That the most intelligent, use- 
ful, and promising part of its inhabitants are those 
that have' migrated from the different mission stations. 
Hence from this class has been selected the veld-cor- 
net?, or overseers and constables, &c., on most of the 
different locations, and along with these likewise the 
settlement has obtained the principal of its stock of 
cattle, sheep, and horses, together with the chief of its 
iigricultural implements, ploughs, spades, and hoes, &c. 
^rom one station alone went forth no less than eigfa- 
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teen ploughs, nineteen or twenty wagons, and several 
hundred head of homed cattle, which the peoj^e by in- 
dustry and economy had acquired on that station. 

Before M okomo's clan was driven back, Balfour (ori* 
ginally established by the Glasgow missionaries) consti- 
tuted a station of very consideratde promise: it was 
now, however, allotted by government to a number of 
families from Theopolis. Among these there were 
some truly valuable men ; men whose conduct did credit 
to those by whom they had been instructed. They had 
no sooner arrived at their destination than all united in 
a work of public and great utility. Conceiving it pos- 
sible to lead out from the river hard by a stream suffi- 
cient to water the lands below, every pick-axe and 
spade they possessed were forthwith put in requisition* 
axid all hands.employed in digging a conduit for th,e pur- 

r»se. This was speedily completed ; and the last time 
visited them, they were hereby enabled to irri^te 
their fields and gardens at pleasure.' The expressions 
of Moses relative to Eg3rpt, " Where thou sowedst thy 
seed, and wateredst it with thy foot as a garden of 
herl^;" were here practically illustrated. Various 
kinds of beans, pease, and melons^ together with pota- 
toes, and other vegetables, were planted in rows or 
drills ; and the season being dry, the husbandman, hav- 
ing" the stream at his command, conducted it from drill 
to drill, stopping its course by turning the earth against 
it with his foot, at the same tiipe opening with his 
spade, or hoe, a new trench to receiye.it. * This mode 
of watering by conveying a little rill to the roots of the 
diff<»ent plants is very generally practised in Southern 
Africa, and, as a celelMrated writer has justly observed, 
" affords one proof among msny in which the unchan- 
ging character of Eastern customs inqreases our respect 
lor the accuracy of the sacred Scriptures. When^the 
trivial circumstances which they mention incidentaUv 
are found to be thus scrupulously correct, great addi- 
tional weight is^given to their testimony in matters of 
importance." 

A gentle ride from hence, of about an hour and a half, 
brought us to the location of Captain Boezak and his 
party. This old natiVe* was recognised by the colo- 
nial government as a chief, many years iago, and^ by tho 

•Nowdaad. 
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veiT e^cient aid which he rendered in repelling te 
Kaffer tribes when they made their last combined atta^ 
upon the colony, obtained great celebrity. His dis- 
tmction was maiiced by a fine-, silver-headed baton, oi 
marshal^s staff, with which Uie governor presented him, 
and of which he was not a little proud. Sir Lowiy 
Cole being dien at one of the forts in the neighbour- 
hood, and on a tour of observation along the line of 
frontier, the aged man had this sign of office at hiB 
elbow, and was preparing on my arriral, with several 
of his men, to meet his excellency. He welcomed Hie 
very heartily, and entreated, when about commencing 
divine service, that I would imf^ore the blessing of Al- 
mighty God uj)on all their affairs, and pray that tbe 
heart of the govemor especially might be disposed to 
afford them the- means of a gospel ministry, together 
with schools for their children; "or," said he, '>we 
shall again slide back into our old heathenish costomsy 
and our children will become as bad as . the Kaffto 
themselves." 

An intelligent correspondent, who has been nearly 
ten years resident in the colony, and veho has himself 
visited this settlement, gives us the following parttcn- 
lars respecting it, under date of, 

" Cape of OoodHojfe, Oct, llth, 1832. 
" You know the Kat Riv^r, and its wild glen, bounded 
0a all sides by siavage mountains, except where it opens 
wpon the colony tpwards the south. The Kaffets were 
expelkd from it in 1828 ; as they had been driven from 
Albany in 1816 and the following years, to make room 
for the English. This valley has been granted to the 
Hott^tots, who have now occupied it for about four 
years. Their numbers in the settlement are aboat &fe 
thousand. They came from different parts of this im- 
mense colony. No assistance vras pomised or given 
to them^ except ftre^rms for self-defei^e ; no prepara- 
tions were made for their receptioh ; no rations, no 
implements, no money. The boors showed nakindness 
to them. But to these negations 1 have to add, that 
there have been' no strifes, divisions, or discontents 
among them ; no pecuhar si]^erings. No case of crime 
has come from the Kat River before the Circuit Court 
inieir success has been equal to their industry and good 
conduct, and neither has ever been surpassed. By 
patient and Judicious labour, with manly moderation 
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and Cbristiaii temperance, ther hove comr^rted tbe 
desert into a fmitfol field.* 

** The Hottentot, now standing erect on- fait new 
territory, .resUnred to th^ level of hayianity, with a 
heart softened and enlarged, no longer shows himself 
the timid wretch that he was, submitting to violence, 
and yielding to the iiyastice of the proud, with apparent 
insensibility. Some time ago, the frontier boors were 
assembled by Uieir field-comets in arms, for the pur- 
pose, as government was informed, of attacking and 
de8tro3ring this settlement. B]r the activity of Colonel 
Somerset they were arrested in their march, and tha 
cahunnies invented against the Hottentots, to give a 
colour to "their designs, fidly exposed.! I had felt deep 

' * " Hifherte gretft aotirity has been displayed, and the incipient 
mafks of ciTiliMtion are obeerrable in erery direction." " Duiinf 
the last season, 1831, were produced cm the settlement 450 muids ^ 
'wheat, 1500 muids of barley, and 400 rauids of Indkn com, besides 
large quantities of Kafler com, potatoes, pumpkins, sweet cane, and 
many other provisions. Independently of the labour required in the 
enltivation of the soil, instances of uncommon exertion are mani- 
fested in the construction of canals which convey water to irrigatt 
their fields and sardens. In some places these havebeeii carried 
through me solid rock ; in others it has been necessary to cut to the 
-depth of twelve feet to preserve the level ; while their entii^ lengfth 
throughout all the locations is upwards of 20,000 yards.** — Oraham*§ 
Town Journal, June, 1833. 

t The overt facts of this conspiracy were briefly these. About 
tiie close of 1831, rumours were mdustriously circulated, by per- 
sons unknown, among the Dutch African boors of the eastern 
frontier, to the effect that the Hottentots of Kat River were prepar- 
ing to attack them on New-year*s day. The boors promptly assent*, 
bled in arms under their veld-comets ; and these local iunctioB* 
aries, instead of communicating the information to the government, 
immediately led their rade militia to attack the Hottentots. Fortn* 
nately the frontier commandant. Colonel Somerset; got information 
of their designs, and marched with rapidity to Kat River. Hs 
jreached the settlement before them, Q|i New-ytar^s day. It was 
Sunday; and he found the Hottentots ouietly congregated, unanned, 
in their different places of wordiip. In one placq there was a con- 
gregation (Mf ^out five hundred souls, one hundred and nine of 
whom had just taken the sacrament He informed the people of tbs 
nimours that had been spread against them ; assured them of his 
pei&ct conviction of their entire innocence ; aud taking with hia 
three of their veld>comets. Oroepe, Valentyn, and Stoffels (relip 
gious and qdet men, all well-known to the author), he rode to me«l 
the troop of colonial militia, who bad by this time approaoheA 
within visw of the settleinent. By energetic remonstrances and 
thiests ho prevttiled on these violent and vindictive men to return 
quietly to their homes ; and on the 11th of January, 1832, a strong 
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anxiety on this sdblect, knowing' tlmt, should these tit 
parties ever come into hostile collision, the wfaoli 
-Uune and all the evil consequences would faU <m the 
long-deroted heads of the weaker party. But a fheni 
of ours, who returned last week frdm the Kat River, 
has effectuafiy dispelled my apprehensions. Speakim 
to one of these Hottentots, a shrewd intelligent ma, 
he asked him of tj^eir hite escape from the boK^rs. The 
man laughed, and said, ^Had the civil authorities 
applied to us instead of Colonel Somerset, we woold 
soon have relieved the government from all anxiety for 
our safety. We muster, for t^ny service in defence of 
the colony, seven hundred able-bodied young men^with 
guns. Show us the enemy, and cry tza P (Tza is the 
cry used to encouraffe a dog to attack.) This closes the 
argument. I consider the experiment complete ; and 
nc^ng short of extre'kne mismanagement on the ptrt 
of government can prevent those people from becom- 
inff the best bulwark of the frontier, loyal subjects, and 
a happy people. 

*' I cannot hdp adding that in this colony of five 
thousuid souls there is no magistrate, lawyer, attorney, 
doctor, quack, or apothecary; and the opinion is that 
the longer the appearance of such personages is delayed 
the better. They have two missionaries, whose chapels 
are always well filled, and several schools crowded with 
orderly and acute children.* They are all, or nearly 
all, members of a Temperance Society. One unforta- 

proclamation was issued by the ^oremor, repr^ending in tto 
aererest terms Che mischicTous and irralional conduct of the colo> 
nists and their local officers. ' Had Colonel Somerset acted wkk 
less promptitude and energy, this Hottentot settlement would, ia 
idi human probability, have been deluged with innocent blood, and t 
bitter feud begun between the white and coloured classes, whick 
might have lasted for generations. — See Cape Oazette for Jammn 
ll^li832. 

* " Their loyalty and attachment to the British goremment are 
beyond suspicion: and it ma)r not be uninteresting to state, that at 
the last receipt of taxes, they contributed to the reyenue a sum of 
twenty-three thousand rii-dollars. All the ordinances of religioa 
ars punctually attended to by them, while in their families, and ia 
the more public transactions of life, ^hey erince an extensive prac* 
tical acquaintance with the requirements of Christianity. Eooca- 
tion is in great repute, and a manifest desire to gire their childrea 
the benefit of instruction is a feeling erery where obaenrable. Tips 
Iniant-schools haTe been established, and are well uttirndtd,*— 
0rakmm*9 Totm Jornnd^ Jwu, 183S. 
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late i^voman, a daughter of Boesak, being an incorrigible 
Irunkard, was shunned by the whole population, and 
vvithdreiv out of mere shame from the settlement.*** 

After I had preached to his people, the old i^hief rery 
kindly lent me other horses ; and provided me with a 
guide likewise. Our path lay across the mountains, and 
was in some places extremely difficult ; besides which, 
the heat of the day was exceedingly oppressive. Never- 
theless, the guide, beinff anxious to get home again, led 
us on with Sn the restlessness of an Arab. Our poor 
steeds, completely bathed in sweat, were unmercifully 
kept on full gallop, both up hill and down, the ^eater 
part of the journey. All my remonstrances with the 
fellow were turned into jest, until one of themjsickened 
and lay down in the road, which rendered him some- 
what nxote considerate. The hardiness of our Uttla 
African horses has often surprised me ; and their endur- 
ance of fatigue is truly astonishing, seeing they seldom 
get any thinjp^ but grass when travelling, and frequently 
vejry little of that. 

While passing fcom one part of this infant settlement 
to another, the subjects which occupied my thoughts 
were almost as various as the objects that arrestedour 
attention, affording both pleasure and pain. Amid the 
picturesque scenery which nature here and there pre- 
sented to view were' manifest traces of the war that 
had just before been waged with the old occupants. 
The sites of numerous cattle-folds, and the white ashes 
of many a Kaffer dwelling, still affectingly marked both 
hill and dale. This being regarded by the colonial gov- 
ernment as a part of the neutral territory, and Mokomo 
with his people having been unwilling to quit it, com- 
pulsory measures were resorted to, and a number of 
troops sent against them. These, in clearing the coun- 
try, deemed it requisite to set fire to the huts ; which 
*' stranfi^e work" seems to have been commenced on a 
Sabbath-day ! One of the Christian Kaffers hereupon ex- 



^ The prevailing vice of the Hottentots in a servile condition 
drunkenness; but these African land-holders, it appears, hav« 
already extirpated this vice from their settlement. Tney have not 
only eagerly promoted the establishment of a Temperance Society, 
bat actually petitioned the governor- not to permit anyone to hcia 
lands, or reside in their district, who should, in opposition to the 
wishes of the community, venture to open a canteen for the sale of 
spirituous liquors. 
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claimed, with no small degree of surprtse, '* Is this ftag 
food, burning houses down on God's day !" " Bless oy 
soul,'' cried one of the (English!) Officers, 'Td fotpA- 
ten that it was Sunday !" 

That the benevolent measures of goyemment relatire 
to one class of aborigines should thus have inycrfred 
others of a far different character, cannot but be regarded 
as cause of deepest regret; especially when it is recol- 
lected that the territory in question is not ours in 
equity, and that our right to dispose of it is therefore 
matter of very grare dispute. Much has already been 
said upon this subject; but it still remains unsettled: 
and as its final arrangement, one way or other, consti- 
tutes a point of paramount importance, an observatioi 
or two respecting it may not be here deemed irreleyant 

It is well known, that, until October, 1819, the Great 
Fish River formed our eastern boundary. His excel- 
lency the governor, however (Lord C. Somerset), witti 
the view, as it would appear, of keeping the Kaffers ^ 
a respectful distance from the colony, and pf preventing 
their making a covert of the forests along the banks of 
that river, then arranged with Gaika for Uie retirement 
of all the bordering clans to the eastern side of the 
Keiskamma. Thus was vacated a fine tract of countiy, 
to which the natives were particularly attached, on ac- 
count of its superior grazing land ; and from which the 
great mass therefore retired with extreme reluctance 
and murmuring. It forms a sort of parallelogram, *' em- 
bracing upwards of eighteen hundred square miles."* 
It has sometimes been designated '' neutral," at other 
times " ceded territory ;" and by the acting governor 
(Sir Rufane Shaw Donkin), " newly acquired territoiy," 
which in one of his proclamations of 1820 was actualty 
annexed to Albany. 

No compensation or equivalent was ever given for 
this land : Gaika again and again denied his having ever 
assumed the power of alienating it ; and certain it is, 
that the other chiefs, who had quite as much right in it 
as Gaika could have, were never made parties to any 
treaty upon the subject. Consequ<ently, tneir expulsion 
was any thing but either fair or just. That Lord C. 
Somerset did not regard this tract as ai cession to us in 
absolute property, but as strictly neutral ground (the 

* Sooth African Almanac, 1639, p. 19L 
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;>oUc3r of which was always problematical), is suift* 
cientiy evident from his own measures subsequently to 
his resumption of the goyemment in 183 1 . He then re* 
called a number of English settlers, half-pay officers and 
otheTs, to whom the acting governor had allotted cer* 
tain portiotas of land on the eastern bank of the Fish 
River ; and by public proclamation re^estaUished that 
river as a boundary agiunst the colonists. His majes* 
ty's commissioners of inquiry also inform us, '^ that the 
occupation of this land was regarded by his excellency 
as a departure from the policy that had induced him to 
interpose a neutral space between the colonists and the 
KAffers.."* Nevertheless, his. lordship soon afterwajrd 
appropriated part of this very ground himself; and in a 
manner too that w«is directly opposed to Gaika's ac- 
knowledged stipulations, — granting it to certain Dotdi 
boors, who obtamed extensive farms on the eastern bank 
of the above-mentioned river, but at the inland extren* 
iiy of the vacant tra^, where it joins the Sonaeraoi 
district.f 

Soon after the establidmient of We8le3nrille, Kongo 
requested leave to return to^ that part of the country 
whence he and his clan were driveh ; and govemmeat 
hereupon gave him liberty to pasture his herds along 
the coast from the Keiskamma to the Beeka ; where Hne 
people under his command, having conducted them- 
selves in the most peaceful manner, have been suffered 
to remain ever since. His brother Ksgna likewise, some 
time ago, obtained permission to bring his clan on to a 
vacant plot lying between the B^eka and the Fish River 
close to the sea ; and some others of the natives have 
lor some time past been enjojring similar privileges. 
But the precarious tenure upon which these privileces 
are held renders them an evil ratl^er than otherwise ; m^ 
^e Mokomo, they are all liable to be again driven back 
at the shortest notice, whenever any new scheme of 
government or alleged misdemeanour may render it 
"expedient." The banefid consequeoices witk which 
such a system is ^egnant mcist be obvious to every one ; 
and it is impossible too str<Migly to deprecate them, see« 
ing that they greatly impede the woi^ of civilizattosL 
Every one knows that the circumstam^es of ^e coufl^ 

♦ Commissioners* Hepoit of December 4<S, 182$. 
tSM OrieDtelHersad, 1826, p. 605; uid 1827, p. Ill 

S3 
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tiy, together with the pastoral habits of the abortg^n^ 
are such as to render it necessary for every man to be 
where his herds are ; so that in allowing them to graxe 
their cattle on the nentral ground, we in fact settie 
them. They of course erect their dwellings there, 
their families are removed thither ; their little gardeas 
also are there cultivated; and, in short, before they 
have been on the spot a couple of months their estab- 
lishment is complete. To remove one of these clans, 
therefore, after thus reinstating them on ground which 
they still consider their own, cannot but prove an oc- 
casion of continued hostility. 

Thus much then for the neutral territory's being no 
longer neutral. 

We have assumed a power over it to which, in com- 
mon justice, we had never any right ; in the very ac- 
quisition of it, we have availed ourselves of a treaty 
which ever rested 6n grounds the most doubtful, m 
which has, nevertheless, been made to serve the pro- 
ject of every new governor ; while the interest of its 
legitimate proprietor has been the last that it has been 
allowed to serve. Que appears to have resolved on im- 
nortalizing his name by establishing upon it a com- 
pletely English settlement ; but another steps in, and at 
once upsets the whole. of that scheme, saying, ''Hie 
ground shall be neutral still, for this was the intent of 
my treaty;" which treaty, however, is only binding 
upon himself until three or four thousahd acres- are 
wanted for one friend, five or six thoustqid for another, 
and six or seven thousand for a third, and then away 
go treaty, stipulations, policy, and all ! In 1829 it is de- 
termined to amend the condition of Hottentots and 
other free persons of colour ; in order to'which, land is 
of course wanted for them. The boors (some of whom 
had one, some two, and others as many as three, farms 
within the colony, besides their new grants) could not 
be disturbed, because able to produce their writings, 
their traasfers, and their title-deeds, &c. ; but the poor 
Kaffer, unaUe to show any ''writings," or to produce 
any " diagram," must be compelled to give up the " land 
of his fathers," because, forsooth^ " it belongs to the 
neutral territory." 

These are grievances which loudly Call for riedress; 
and if we wish to extend our friendly relatioiia, and pro- 
mote good faith among the tribes, ue sooner the terri 
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orial question is decided the better. Let compen* 
nation be m^de to the injured and aggrieved clans, by 
it least allo^wing them a portion of the unappropriated 
ground best suited to their views and wishes. Let those 
that are occupying certain lands as above mentioned on 
sufferance be permanently established in their rights ; 
and let the remainder be peopled in a manner that shaU, 
as fully as possible, accord with the views and interests 
of the bordering tribes generally, making their respec- 
Uve chieftains parties to the plan. By such means, co- 
lonial measures may be rendered salutarily influential ; 
and the restored confidence and consequent attachment 
of onr neighbours would most assuredly do more tovinuds 
preserving general tranquillity than a hundred military 
stations ever did. Moreover^ mission stations and 
schools might then be established among them ; a thing 
which cannot be done at present without being in dan* 
get of sharing the lamentable fate of Balfour. 

Next to the settlement of the above-mentioned ques- 
tion, it is of vital importance to the peace of the frontier, 
and the civilization of our neighbours, that such meas- 
ures be adopted as shall in future protect and prevent 
^ further encroachment upon them. As already shown, 
much good-feeling has of late been manifested towards 
: the tribes in many different ways : but we have not as 
[ yet by any means extended to them that protection 
I which they reasonably demand at our hands, and which 
our increased intercourse renders absolutely necessary. 
f Hence numbers are at this very moment suffering most 
^ grievously from their rights being shamefully trampled 
^ under foot, and their clannish feuds materially promoted, 
f by lawless colonists, English as well as Dutch, who 
; when once beyond colonial precincts seem to laugh 
^f both at law and legislators, scrupling not to commit acts 
^ of aggression and cruelty quite equal to those of for- 
jt mer years. The injured Kaffer, unacquainted with our 
f, forms of law, wholly unaccustomed to colonial courts 
j of Judicature, and often feariog to come within the limits 
^ of the colony, knowin^^ that this, has again and again 
^ been absolutely prohibited, is the subject of wrongs, 
J ; without any adequate means of redress. His complaints 
are unheard, and consequently unheeded: nor is the 
^ case met by saying, " Our courts are now open to all 
^' classes, black as well as white ;'* seeing that the inrajPF 
u^ into them has not yet been made plain to him, and tbw 
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he has no one whose business it is fully and ofllcialhia 
investigate his complaints, or to plead his cause. 

A few days before Mr. H. and I went to see Voosaa 
respecting the commencement of the Temboo misskm, 
a case occurred among his people of which he bittedy 

and very justly complained. A Mr. , who had foi 

some time previously been trafficking in that part of ti» 
country, finding one morning that four or five of his 
eattle were missing, immediately sent off his servants 
in search of them. These succeeded in tracing part oC 
them to one of the neighbouring hamlets, whither they 
appeared to have been driven. Thus far, therefore, aU 
went right, and the way was clearly open for obtainiiui 
legal redress : for, be it remembered, the Kaffer has laws; 
and, in all matters of this kind, very efficient ones too! 
But instead of adhering to them, and paying due respect 
to the prerogative of the chief (who was but a few miles 
distant), by forthwith reporting the whole afiair, ani 
leaving him to adopt measures against the offendeis 
(which would have secured the approbation of all parties), 
this mighty man took the law into his own hands; and, 
in imitation of those whom w^ have sometimes* seen 
vahantly dashing about among naked savages, with Ck». 
greve rockets and musket-balls, formally besieged the 
whole hamlet ; and by means of his armed force at 
once drove off, as many cattle as he thought proper; 
amounting in all (inclusive of some afterwaid taken 
from an accompUce at a distance) to twenty-five head. 
Thus was the authority of the chief contemned; and 
the supposed delinquents, without so much as a trial, 
punished to the utmost of the accuser's wishes. This 
affair was partially reported in one of the colonial news* 
papers, but no further notice was ever taken of it. 

Two or three months afterward, the very same indi- 
vidual took up his fowling-piece, and shot one of Boo- 
hoo's warriors dead at his feet. This took place in 
August, 1830, on the left bank of the Kae River, aboot 
twehty miles from Butterworth ; and, according to the 
fellow's own showing, in consequence of no other 
cJffence whatever than that of the- man's '^continuing 
to tease him for a present," in consideration of some 
little job which he had done for him just before. As he 
was standing in the door-way of the trader's hut at tiie 
time it happened, the body appears to have fallen on the 
threshold, and was thence dragged in and concealed. 
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Nevertheless, the circumstance sooii became known, 
and brought together considerable numbers of the 
natives; upon which the criminal fled, and made his 
way into the colony as quickly as possible. It will, 
of course, be asked, "And what was his punishment 
there t" Why, he was deprived of his license as a 
trader. Having stated that he was not aware of the 
gun^s being loaded at the time, the. matter was here 
allowed to end ; and many weeks did not elapse before 
he was again traversing Caffiraria (though destitute of 
license), with as much boldness as ever. His penalty, 
therefore, could not be regarded in any other light than 
as a mere mock punishment. 

The astonishing supineness with which deeds of this 
horrid character are treated would really seem to con- 
firm a doctrine that has again and again been gravely 
argued, namely, that ''crimes committed without the 
colony are not cognizalde within." But forsooth, if the 
Kaffer steals or murders within our domain, we either 
require his chief to hang him, or we set to, and, by 
means of a commando, punish both him and his country 
for it. Two or three predatory natives, for instance, 
who came over in 1829, happened to meet with one or 
two English soldiers near the Fish River : a skirmish 
took place, and the latter were murdered : the thing was 
immediately rung through every part of the colony, and 
all Kaffej*land trembled ; a stnct search being every- 
where made for the offenders, and the chiefs being 
peremptorily required to give them ijp forthwith. This 
was done ; and, on trial, the culprits acknowledged the 
charge ; upon which they were escorted back again to 
their chief, who was at the same time informed of the 
rigour of our law in all such cases, and recommended 
to adopt it. He did so ; and the murderers were con- 
sequently hung, on the left bank of the Keiskamma, 
near Fort Wilshire, in the presence of our troops there 
stationed. 

The conduct of Boohoo after the loss of his man was 
truly laudable, and worthy of remark, as it exhibited 
traits that ought to have been encouraged. He no 
sooner heard that the trader had absconded than he 
despatched messengers to the mission village, recom* 
mending some trusty person being immediately put in 
charge of the property, — three wagons, oxen, and a 
quantity of merchandise, which he had left behind. 



'422 CAFPRARIAN RS8BARCHK8. 

The oxen and wzgona belonged to a person in GrahaiA 
Town ; who, accompanied by a friend, hastened to ^ 
spot to claim them. After being informed that ibej 
were in no way connected with the delinquent, except- 
ing in having lent him the wagons, the chief received 
them with great kindness ; and ordered a council to be 
held on the subject the following day. According^, 
between one and two hundred armed warriors atteided 
at the time ^pointed ; and the whole day was spent in 
debate, with the view, apparently, of securing a for- 
feiture of the property. Great acuteness was evinced 
by some of the Amapakapati in endeavours to prove a 
connexion with the trader ; and, " You belong to him ; 
you are his servants ; you are employed by him who 
nas killed one of our people,^' were frequently reiterated. 
A division at length arose, which the interpreter feared 
would not be coiSined to words : happily, however, tiiis 
passed off; and it was finally adjudged that the property 
should be immediately restored to its rightful owner. 

" The result of this affair," says a writer in the Cape 
paper, "as far as regards these barbarous neighbours d* 
ours, as we are taught to consider them, evinces in tiie 
strongest light the benefits of a change of system, as 
well as the happy effects produced by the missionaiy 
settlements among them. The institution of Butter- 
worth was established about three years since, at which 
time Boohoo was a lawless character; and, from a 
differience between him and Hinza (his brother), bad 
deserted his country with his followers, and robbed 
among the Tambookies. On his return he gradually 
became more inclined to listen to reason ; and now it 
a moment when the death of one of his subjects migfat 
have almost warranted his seizure of the property as 
an indemnification, he refrains, and desires that it might 
be taken under the care of those who he saw were 
spreading peace and knowledge among them ; and in 
the subsequent council which he had ordered to as- 
semble, we see two individuals, unattended by authority 
or force, surrounded by such a number, some of th^ 
exasperated by the loss of a friend, pleading their cause; 
and, after a thorough investigation of theur claims, ob> 
taining indemnifioation to the fullest extent. 

"A Friend to Kaffbrland Missions.* 

<' Grahmn's Tawn^ September 39M, 1830." 

* Sonth Afiican Cknomeicial Advertiser, toL vi Na Mi. t 
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The unprotected state of the tribes on the northern 
frontier is, if possible, still more distressing. There, 
numbers of Dutch boors, despite both of right and re- 
monstrance, are continually trespassing upon the lands 
of the aborigines, and treating them in a manner the 
most oppressive. . '' These farmers" says the colonial 
secretary in an official letter, dated,. Cape of Grood Hope, 
A.pnl 13th, 1829, '* eiqpatriated themselves without the 
permission, and in denance of the law, forced by want 
of water and pasturage for their flocks ; and seek the 
means of sustenance wherever they can be found.* 
Such was the pressure of their necessities that no law, 
no force, could either prevent their emigration or com- 
pel their return, until the return of a more favourable 
season. These emigrants have been made fully aware 
of the dangerous consequences of provoking the native 
tribes among whom they have settled themselves for a 
time, and by whom they were kindly received; and they 
have been apprized, that by their own act they are 
placed equally beyond the control and protection of the 
government. But whatever influence government can 
be supposed to retain over men circumstanced as they 
are, has been, and will continue to be, exacted, to keep 
them from injuring or molesting the native tribes, and 
flnaJly to bring them back within the limits of the 
colony V't 

Now, what does this " influence"*' do towards prevent- 

* Having one day occasion to encamp near a tenantless farm 
belonging to one of these emigrants, my lellow-traTeller and 1 took 
t walk over the premises. All was silent as death, unt il we came to 
the back i>art of the dwelling, where two half-starved dogs arrested 
our attention, and by their movements led us to a temporary shed, 
consisting of two or three small mats reared against some sticks not 
many paces distant Thither we proceeded to ascertain what object 
attracted them ; when, shocking to relate, the corpse of a black 
woman, lying on the ground, aiul aimost naked, presented itself to 
view. Tne sight literally sickened us, and aroused feelings both of 
indignation and pity. She had evidently been one of the boor's ser- 
vants or a slave ; nid being, in all probabilitr, ill at the time he left, 
was thus deserted as a " useless ammal !" Near her were the asheff 
of a small fire, which had, doubtless, gone out, leaving her without 
cue cheering or reviving ray, some time before the spark of life be- 
came extinct. A quantity of " simmeU'^ (coarse bran) also lay on 
the ffTOuod beside ner, and had most likely constituted the only 
sappTy of food left her by the master : this, however, the poor ctm^ 
tare had been unable to use. 

t Baonister's Humane Policy, p. 67, 68. 
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ing molestation and injiiry of the native tribes % ^SUky, 
little or nothii]^ : nor can we rationally expect thecve 
to be otherwise, while such men are tamely sufreredl» 
act '' in defiance of the law,'' and plainly told by fai^ 
authority that they have com^etely succeeded in placia; 
. themselves '' beyond the control of government," the 
very thing they wished. It is well known, that the im- 
favourableness of the season is no new pretext for es- 
croachments of this kind : but that some of the most 
unrighteous acts of former days were thus specioualy 
covered ; and that on the very same principle we mi^ 
go on endlessly in a course of oppression and wrong, 
driving the aborigines farther and still farther back, unti 
we have crushed them altogether. These *' self-expa- 
triated emigrants," instead of returning with ^ ther^nn 
of a more favourable season," have in many instances 
not returned yet ; but are actually settled ** beyond the 
control of government," and evidently expectone day 
or other to extort from government an acknowledgm^it, 
at least, that the lands they have seized are their own.* 
Whether it will be believed or not, it is an incontro- 
vertible fact that the tribes are molested, that they are 
seriously injured, and that in man]^ different ways. Hie 
game upon which some of them have entirely to depend 
for subsistence is by these Nimrods destroyed, the 
scanty pasturage of their fields consumed, aiid their 
children often reduced to a state of complete vassalage. 
How far a spirit of amity towards,us is likely to be pro- 
moted by these vagrants, among the more distant tribes, 
will, perhaps, best appear from the following fact:— A 
party of them, while on one of their hunting excursions, 
not very long ago, visite'd the powerful chief Matsilikaatsj, 
with whom, owing to the remoteness of his situation, 
we have as yet had but very little intercourse. He gene- 
rously presented them with ten or twelve fine oxen ; and 
desired them to take charge of several others, as a pres- 

* The fdlowinf order, howeyer, connected with this subject, av) 
iffued bj his excellency Sir Lowry Cole, is worthy oi notice >- 

** Ctme of Oood Hope, June TOtk, 1829. 
** Whereas, many memorials nave been presented praying for gnoi' 
of land, situated beyond the known boundaries of the colony, tad 
even beyond the Great Orange River, it is hereby notified, that bo 
attention whatever wiU be piM to any such memorials. By comntfd 
of his excellency the governor. 

(Signed) ** JoKvt Bell, Secretary to GorenuiieBt.* 
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at to the colonial authorities, signif3ringtha,the wished 
J be *' the friend of white men." On their def^irture 
e sent some of his menials along with them, in order 
3 Iwring back a horse or two for which he had bargained 
nd paid them in cattle. Two or three dayis after leaving 
jm, however, they rudely dismissed his servants, sent 
lack the price of the horses, and likewise the presents 
hat -were to have been forwarded to the colony, that 
hey ** might have no further trouble about them." 

About the middle of 1830 another of these hunting 
parties proceeded to a considerable distsuice in the inte- 
ior, taking with them three or four Hottentots, to assist 
n shooting elephants. When on their way back, the 
atter were one day peremptorily required to proceed to 
>ne of the hamlets, and there seize some of the younger 
children. They hesitated for some time, as if unable to 
t>elieve that their masters were really in earnest: but 
many dreadfvd threats soon convinced them of this, and 
constrained obedience to their mandate. They there- 
fore went and laid hands upon three ; but the cries of 
the distracted mothers soon overcame and induced them 
to relinquish their hold. On returning to the encamp- 
ment, and stating the circumstances to their inhuman 
employers, they were again menaced as before; and 
further told, that if they did not immediately fetch them 
some of the little urchins, they would flog them to death, 
and bury them upon the spot ! This induced them re- 
luctantly to make a second attempt, in which they steeled 
themselves sufficiently to drag away four. These the 
raffians put into their wagons, and bore away ; and 
shortly afterward kidnapped three more. 

Recollecting, however, that they would have to^pass 
one of the mission stations on their way to market with 
the proceeds of the chase, and that inquiry respecting 
these children would in all probability be there insti- 
tuted ; Sifter journeying to a considerable distance, they 
proposed that the Hottentots should take charge of the 
little captives, and tell the missionary that they were 
poor destitute orphans, whom they had rescued from 
utter starvation in the desert. This scheme, together 
with an injunction of strict secrecy, was backed by 
promise upon promise of a handsome reward. " Nay," 
said the Hottentots, " you have compelled us to steal 
the children ; but you shall not force us to keep them, 
nor yet to tell falsehoods respecting them." Perceiving, 
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therefore, that their purpose of securing themnft 
fail, as detection was inevitable, they there andte 
turned the poor little creatures adrift, — far from thotj 
homes, with only a small piece of meat in their handi 
and in a part of the desert that was much infested wit] 
lions. Hence it is more than probable that they 
perished, either for want of food or by beasts of pre^ 
So much for the men who are suffered to place them- 
selves beyond the control of government wheoever 
their vagrant habits prompt them thereto, or "water 
and pasturage for the flocks" become scarce on their 
farms within the colony. *' Barrow records, that tiif 
boors used to obtain slaves from beyond the bouodanet 
westward ; and certain it is that the evils of slavery are 
at this moment increasing on our north-eastern boraeis, 
where it is not sufficiently checked by the established 
authorities. The daily encroachments of Dutch (znnen 
upon lands beyond these frontiers greatly facilitate the 
practice.'** 

Such are some of the evils under which, notwithstafld- 
lag ail our boasted benevolence and good-feeling towards 
the long-oppressed African, we are still leaving biffl to 
perish, and that on our very threshold. With wiser ^h 
we now leave the case, that they may devise a renaedy. 
Devised some remedy must be, and that speedily, if ^^ 
wish to maintain the honour of our character either as 
Britons or as Christians. In 1826 his majestv's com- 
missioners of inquiry declared, that they cowd "onlr 
hope for a reduction of the heavy expense now incurred 
in maintaining the defence of the frontier by the ih|0- 
gressive extension of more amicable relations with the 
tribes :" adding, moreover, " that it is at once conso- 
latory and satisfactory to reflect, that any roeasaij^ 
tendmg to preserve the tranquillity of the frontier onthe 
side of Caffraria will in the same degree contribw 
to the prosperity and commercial enterprise 0/ JJ* 
colony, "t Hence, under tljese impressions, they stronglj 
recommended the appointment of a number of cm 
agents to reside among the tribes, and to constitute thefl 
official organs of communication with government nfon 
all subjects. These would indeed form a connecunf 
link ; and if suitable men — men of sound judgment, nrv 
principle, ahd a philanthropic spirit — were sdected, «» 

* Bannister's Humane Policy, p. 226, 22a 

t Vide his majesty's comniiwirionaii* Report on the Cap& 
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irested with such powers as would render them efficieat 
aardians of the native rights, personal, relative, and 
srritorial, the results would doi^tless be of the most 
appy character. But while, on the one hand, no sphere 
tresents itself in which a proper person might make 
imself more extensively and really useful ; on the 
ther, there is scarcely one in which an improper person, 
; mere placeman, or a man of loose and immoral princi- 
les, "would be a greater curse. May Heaven save the 
ountry from such men ! 

Let it never be forgotten that Christianity led the 
Tay in opening an intercourse with the tribes ; that she 
aid the foundations of commerce, and inspired them 
vith a wish for peace with the colony ; and that where 
ker mild sway is most fully esta^ished, there is our 
ntercourse likely to be most peaceful and permanent. 
Hiese being facts that defy refutation, it is sincerely 
loped that whatever measure 'Hhe powers that be" may 
idopt, the utmost care will be taken to guard against 
Bvery thing that might in the least degree tend to im- 
pede her progress ; and that the friends of missions will 
continue to afford increased aid, in order that her cheer- 
ing rays may be extended to the most distant extremi- 
ties of the land. To the ktter alone the tribes are 
looking for effectual deliverance from the galling yoke 
of heathenism. Grovemment indeed may do much in 
protecting them from foes without; but theirs is not 
the province to put down or subjugate the enemy within. 
Ignorance and superstition will still bear down into eter- 
nal darkness whole nations of men, unless Christians 
unweariedly exert themselves in sending forth the light 
of truth. Much has been done towards checking the 
horrid rites and san^inary orgies connected with idol- 
atry in India, by appeals to the British legislature ; and 
much, we trust, will ere long be done for the enslaved 
African in the west, by similar measures: but these, 
alas ! can do little or nothing for the pagan nations of 
Africa itself, inasmuch as they are wholly independent 
of our jurisdiction. With a country of their own, and 
governments of their own framing, they are placed be- 
yond the reach of every thing, save Christ and his gos- 
pel. Hence, if the friends of religion come not forth 
to their help, millions of poor children must remain for 
ever untaught ; entire regions be left altogether desti* 
tute of schools and of churches, as weU as of teachers; 
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and generation most continae to follow generatioiiilo 
eternity without so much as ever seeing abo^! liiYt 
thousands of miserable females most stiU be tortand; 
moltitudes of innocent individuals annually sacrilieed; 
and tens of thousands dragged, while struggliog witli 
death, into glens and Jungles, as food for beasts of pRj! 
On the ground, therefore, of common hnmanity, as wdi 
as of Christian duty, we once more earnestly {Nress ih» 
matter upon every Briton's conscience in the'sacied and 
imperative language of Holy Writ : — " Ir thoo rou&Ai 

TO DILIVIR THEM THAT ARC DRAWN UlffTO DEATH, ABS THOSI 
THAT ARI RBADT TO Bl SLAIN : IT THOU 8ATC8T, BlHOLD,^! 
KNBW IT NOT ; DOTH NOT Hi THAT PONDKEXTH THI UtUf 

coNsmiR rr ? and Hi that kccpbth tht soul, doiii koi 
Hb know rrt and shall not Hi rendbb to evut WiX 
ACOoRDnre to his works V 
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FAMILY CLASSICAL LIBRARY. 



The Publishers have much pleasure ia recording 
the following testimonials in recoinmendation of tiie 
Family Classical Library. 

"Mr. Valpr paa projeeted a FamUyCUuneal Library. The ld«« l« 
nodlent) om the work isaonot (Ul lo be aeceptaUe to yoatb of both sexMu 
US well aa to a larfe portkm of the reading oommanity , who hare not had 
the benefit of a learned education.'*— G^ntZemon'* Magazine, Dec. 1829. 

" We have here the commencement of another undertaking for the more 
general distribmion of knowledge, aad one which, if as wdl conducted 
as we may expect, bids fkir to oco1^>y an enlarged station in our imma> 
diate literature. The volume before us is a specimen well calculated to 
recommend what are to follow. Ldand's D«aiostheQeB is an exceU#nt 
work."— i«t. OaxeUe. 

** This work will be reoeired with great gratification by erery man who 
knows the value of <4asaical knowledge. All that we call purity of taste, 
vigour of style, and fiMrce of thought, has either been taught to the modem 
worid by the study of the classics, or has been guided and restrained by 
those illustrious models. To extend the knowledge of such works is to 
do a public service."— Court JoumaL 

** The Familff Clatncti lAbrary is another of those cheap, usefhl, and 
elegant works, whiol^ we lately jqxdLS of as forming an era in our pub- 
Ushing history."— SSpecfotor. 

** The present era seems deigned to be honourably distinguished in 
literary history by the Ugh character of the worics to which it is su-rces- 
sively giving birth. Proudly independent of the fieeting taste of the day, 
they bMSt substantial worth which can never be disregarded; they put 
forth a claim to permanent estimation. The Family Classical Library is 
a noble Undwiaking, which the name of the editor assures us will be exe- 
cuted in a style worthy of the great originals."— Afomin^ Post. 

** This is a very promising speculation ; and as the taste of the day runs 
Just now vwy stnmgly in favour oS such Miscellanies, we doubt not it 
will meet with propwtioiiate success. It needs no adventitious aid, how* 
ever infiuential ; it has quite sufficient merit to enable it to stand on 
its own foundation, and will doubtiess assume a lofty grade in public 
Ihvonr." — Sun, 

"Thte work, puUished at a Idw price, is beautiAiUy got up. Though 
to profess to be oontMit vnth translations of the Classics has been den 
Bounced as *tbe thin disguise of indolence,* there are thousands who 
have no leisuie for studying the dead languages, who would yet like to 
know what was thought and said by the sages nM poets oS antiquity. 
To them this work will be a treasure."— Sunif^ Times. 

** This design, which is to oommunica^ a knowledge of the roost 
estenned authors of Greece and Rome, by the most approved translations, 
to those fhnn whom their treasures, without such assistance, would be 
hidden, must surely be approved by everv friend of literature, by every 
lover of mankind. We shall only say of the first volume, that as tho 
execution well accords with the design, it must command general appro- 
bation." — TTu Observer* 

** We see no reason why this work should not find its way into the 
boudoir of the lady, as well as into the library of the learned. It is cheap, 
portable, and altogether a work which may safely be placed in the hands 
of persons of both mxM/'^Wtekly Fru Press, 



HARPER'S FAMILY LIBRARY. 

DESIGNED FOR ADULT PERSONS 



** Books that you may carry to thejire^ and hold readily m your iait 
mn the most useftd <^er all. A man wOi often look at them^ ad Ar 
tempted to go on^ when he would have beenfngktened at book* qfaltrgtr 
nzCf and of a more erudite appeearanceJ* — Dr. Johmsoh. 



Thk proprietors of the Family Library foA tbemaelves stimnltted to 
increased exertions by the distingoidied fovour with whicb it has alndjj 
been received. 

The volumes now before the public may be confidently a^wded to 
as proofs of zeal on the part of the publishers to present to tlieir readen 
a series of productions, which, as tliey are connected, not with efdieiiKnl, 
but with permanent subjects, may, years hence as well as now, be coo* 
suited for lively amusement as well as solid instruction. 

To render this Library still 'more worthy of patronage, the propm- 
tors propose incorporating in it such works of interest and value n 
may appear in the various Libraries and Miscdianies now prepann; ia 
Europe, particularly " Constable's Miscellany,^ the " Edinburgh CahiDct* 
Library. <Scc. All these productions, as they emulate ftom the prea^ 
will be submitted to literary sentlemen for inspection ; and none wiU be 
reprinted but such as shall be found calculated to sustain tiie exalted 
character which this Library has already acquired. 

Several well-known authora have been engaged to prepare for it orjgiad 
works of an American character, on History, Biography, Trav^ Ae. Ac 

Every distinct subject will in genenll be comprehended in one volarae^ 
or at most in three volumes, which may form either a portion of tte 
series or a complete work by itself; and each volume will be <mi<wrfMi«fc^ 
with appropriate engravings. 

The entire series will be the production of authtnv of emineQee, who 
have acquired celebrity by their Uterary labours, and whose names, m 
they appear in succession, will afford the surest guarantee to the pnblie 
for the satisfhctory manner in which the subjects wiU be tn^ied. 

Such is the plan by which it is intended to form an American FamHf 
Library, c(Hnprising all that is valtiable in those brambles of knowk^ie 
which most happily unite entertainment with instruction. The utnxMi 
care will be taken, not only to exclude whatever can have an injunoof 
influence on the mind, but to embrace every tiling calculated to atrengthea 
the best and most salutary impressions. 

With these arrangements and fhcilities, the puUishere flatter theah 
selves that they shall be able to jHresent to their fellow-citicens a work 
of unparalleled merit and cheapness, embracing subjects adapted to lU 
classes of readera, and forming a body of literature deserving the javm 
of having instructed many, and amused all ; and above ev«ry other spa* 
cies of eulogy, of being fit to be introduced, without reserve or exceptioB, 
by the fkther of a fhmily to the domestic circle. Meanwhile, the very Um 

Slice at which it is charged rendera more extensive patronage neceasaiy 
>r its support and prosecution. The immediate encouragement, tben- 
fore, of those who approve its plan and execution is respectftilly aolieilad. 
The woi'k may be obtained in complete sets, or in sepeuwe numbei^ 
Oom the principal booksellers throii^out the United Statea. 



Recommendations of the Family/ Library, 

The rotlowing opinions, selected flrom higbly respectable JonrnaIs,win 
enable those who are unacquainted with the Family Library to fonn an 
estimate of \\a merits. Numerous other notices, equally Thvourable, and 
ftoTti sources equally respectable^ might be presented if deemed necessary. 

^ The Family Library.— A very excellent, and always entertaining Bfis> 
t^l^n^.'—EdijiburghRevuWyNo. 103. 

*< The Family Library.— We think this series of books entitled to tbe 
extensive patronage they have received fVom the pirttlie. The subjects 
•elected are, generally, both useful and interesting m themselves, and ars 
treated in a )X)pular and agreeable manner : the style is clear, easy, and 
flowing, adapted to the taste of general readers, for whom the books are 
designed, llie writers are mostly men of high rank in the literary world, 
and appear to possess tbe happy talent of blending instmetion with 

amusement We hesitate not to commend it to the public as a valuabls 

•erles of works, and worthy a place in every gentleman's library."— ifa^«- 
aine of Useful and Entertaining Knowledge. 

" We take the opportunity again to recommend this valuable series of 
volumes to the public patronage. We know of no mode in which so much 
entertaining matter may be procured, at so cheap a rate, as in the Ftimily 
Ubrary.''--JV. Y. Daily Advertiser. 

** The Family Library should be in the bands of every person. Thus 
Ibr it has treated of subjects interesting to all, condensed in a perspicuom 
mnd agreeable style... ...We have so repeatedly spoken of the merits of the 

design of this work, and of the able manner in which it is edited, that on 
tbis occasion we will only repeat our conviction, that it is worthy a nlace 
in every library in the country, and will prove one of tbe most usenil a* 
ir is one of the most interesting publications which has ever issued flram 
the American press."— i\r. Y. Courier if Enquirer. 

" It is needless at this late period to commend to public attention and 
encouragement tbe collection of delight Ail works now in a course of pub> 
lication under the appropriate title of tbe Family Library."— A*. Y. Eve- 
rung Joiumal. 

**We have repeatedly expressed our unwavering confidence in tbe 
merits of this valuable series of popular and instructive Jxwks. The 
Family Library has now reached its sixteenth number, with the increasing 
Ihvour of the enlightened American public ; and we have heard of but 
one dissenting voice among the periodical and newspaper publishers who 
bave fVfiquently noticed and applauded tbe plan and the execution of tbe 
Family Library. A censure so entirely destitute of reason cumot injure 
a class of publications pmre in sentiment and jtuiicious and tastelul in 
compo^tion."— 7Tfc« Cabinet of Religion, Src. 

^ The names of the writers employed are a sufficient surety that the 
merit of the Family Library will wafSn no decline."— i^T. Y. Evening PosL 

'*The Family Library is a collection which should be sought after bgr 
every one desirous of procuring the most valuable new woiks in the 
cheapest and most convenient form." — N. Y. Daily Sentinel. 

** Those who condense and arrange such works for publication, and 
they also who promulgate them, richly deserve the thanks and patronage 
of all enlightened communities in the country. The Family Librny 
promises to be a roost useAil and cheap repository of the most important 

events of prglhne, ancient, and modem bistoi^ A series of volimiee^ 

well conducted, and published with such stirring contents, cjinnot fkil to 
•urpese all dry encyclopedias, or diffhse and elaborate histories or biognh 
Bliiee, miserably translated, and eitended to tbe tery stietch of ver> 
%(mitjJ*^Pka0itl9kin GmmHU. 



HARPER'S FAMILY LIBRARY. 



llM.l«S,S. MUnaii't HiBtory 

oftheJewi. With plates St. 
4, ft. Lockban*! Life of Napo- 
leon Bonaparte. Plates-. St. 
0. 8outhey*8 Life of Nelson 1 t 
7 WilUams's Uh of Alexan 

derttie Great. 4*18108.... Iv. 

% Natural History of Insects 1 t. 

f . Gait's Life of Lord Byron 1 t. 

If. Busb*» Life of MolMmmed 1 v. 

11. Seoct oa Demonology and 

Witoberaft. Plate. Iv. 

IS, IS. Gleig^ Bible History. . S t. 

14. Diseorery «id Adreotare 

tn the Polar Seas, Ac I v. 

15. Croly's Lift of George IV. 1 t. 
10. DiscoTwy and AdTentore 

bi AMca. Bngrarings ..It. 

17, 18, 10. Canningham's Lives 
of I'akitera, Sculptors, &c. St. 

SD. James's History of ChiT- 
airy and the Cmsades-... It. 

S1,SS. Bell^ Lift of Mary 
Qoeen of Soots. Portrait St. 

SS. Russell's Ancient and Mod- 
em Egypt. With plates.. It. 

M. Fletcher's History Poland It. 

55. Smith's FestiTals, Games, 
and Amnmments It. 

56. Brewster's Life of Sir Isaac 
Newton. With plates... It. 

57. Russell's Palestine, or the 
Holy Land. With Plates It. 

58. Moines's Mera<rtrs of Em- 
press Josephine. Plates.. iTk 

19. The Court and Camp of 
Bonapane. With plates 1 t. 

*). Lives of Early Navigators 1 t. 

91. Description of Pitcairn's 
Island, 4be. Engravings.. It. 

S3. Tumei^ Saered History. . 1 t. 

S3,S4. Memoira of celebrated 
Female SoToreigns St. 



35, 30. Landers' AfHca St. 

37. Abererombie on the Intel- 
lectual Powers, Sec. It. 

38,-40. Celebrated TraveUers It. 

41, 4S. Life of Frederic If. King 
of Prussia. Portrait St. 

43, 44. Sketofaeii fttmi Venetian 
History. With plates... St. 

45, 40. Thatcher's Indian Lives Sr. 

47, 48, 49. History of India ... It. 

50. Brewster's Leuen on Nat- 
ural Magic. Engravings- it. 

51, 53. History of Ireland.- ■• • St. 

53. Discoveries on the North* 
era Coaats of America-... It. 

54. Humboldt's Travels It. 

55, 50. Euler's Letteraon NH- 

ural Philosophy St. 

57. Mudie's Guide to the Ob* 
eervaticm of Nature IT. 

58. Abererombie on the Philos- 
ophy of the Moral Feelings It. 

59. Dick on the Improveomt 
of Society, Bdontioii, ice. Iv. 

00. James* Life of Chariemsgns 1 t. 

01. Nubia and Abyssinia Iv. 

03,03. LifeofCromweU .... St. 

04, Montgomery's Lectures ..It. 

05, 00. Eminent Paintera St. 

07, 08. History of Arabia St. 

Several historical works in pnm. 

CLASSICAL 8BRIB& 

1,S. Xenophon. (Anabssisnid 
Cyropedia.) Portrait... St. 

3.4. L^and's DemoethoMS.. Sv. 
5. Rose's Sallust. Poitnit.. I v. 
0, 7. Cesar's Comntentaries.^ 3 v. 
8,9, 10. Cicero. Portrait .... Sv. 
11, 12. Vkgil. Portrait Sv. 

DRAMATIC SERIES. 
If S, S. Massinger's nays. .. S v. 

4.5. Ford's Plays Sv. 



SleoUaCcal mfbrats. 

1. Lifeof Wlclir. It. I 8,4. Llfeof Luther It. 

S. Consistency of Revelation. It. | 5, & Life of Craiuner St. 



1. LlTes of the Apostles, dte. 1 
S, S. Swiss Family Robinson . . S 

4. Sunday Evenings, 1st vol. 1 

5. SonofaGenius 1 

0. Uncle Philip^Conversations 1 

7, 8. Indian Traits 2 

9,10, 11. American History. . 3 
18. Young Crusoe.... 1 



V. 1 18. Sunday Evenings, 8d voL I *• 

V. 14. Perils of the Sea !▼• 

V. 1 15. Female Biography 1^* 

T. ! 10. Caroline Westerley It. 

r. 1 17. Clerffyman's Orphan...* 1' 
V. 1 18. Sunday Evenings, last voL l** 
▼. I 19. Ornaments Disooversd . . 1 ^ 
T. j 30. Vaeto PUl^ ChilHiaiuiy 1^ 



